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I's big one running by Dr. Frank Aaron, who finished 
first in the Inter-County Cross-Country Championship 
at New Hythe, Kent, gives hope that he will gain the inter- 
national title last won for England by Jack Holden in 1939. 
He completed the 7} miles on Saturday in 39min 34sec, fully 


200yds ahead of the field. 

He was winning this event for the second year in successi 
and although another Yorkshireman, L. Eyre, dnished third they 
could not prevent Lancashire, even without W. Hesketh (influenza), 

securing the, county champion- 
ship for the third year off the 
reel. Lancashire placed all their 
scoring six in the first 18 to finish 
and thus retained THE Daly 
TELEGRAPH Cup. 

A drying wind during the mornin, 
and a spell of sunshine made con- 
ditions better than had been ex- 
pected. Most of the 27 counties, a 
record for the event, were at “ull: 
strength, and of the leading runners 
only Hesketh, D, W. M. Haw (York- 
shire) and R. G, Gosney (Hampshire) 


were absentees. 

When the 240 runners were sent,ot 
the young Surrey Junior champion. 
D.A.Pirie, rushed to the front, followed 
by Pearsall, of Worcester, and Walker, 
the Surrey Senior champion, and this 
trio were in the lead half-way round 
the first lap, 

Then runners from Lancashire and 
Yorkshire started to move UD, and at 
two miles Aaron, the English cham- 
pion, caught Pirie, and Eyre, the Em- 
pire three miles champion, had gone 
into third place, with Saunders (Lan- 
cashire) close on his heels. Just be- 
hind them were other Lancashire and 
Yorkshire runners, and at the end of 
the first lap it was clear that the race 
would prove anozher Northern 
triumph, ; 4 

Aaron, despite lack of racing in ‘Tre- 
cent weeks, was in excellent form, and 
on the flat, over the ly country and 
through the plough:and his progress 
was: always smootn and confident, 
Leading by 100 yards at the end_of 
the second lap, when more than -five 
miles had been covered, he doubled 
this advantage during the final 
circuit. 
YOUNG PIRIE’S FEAT 
Aaron’s running, 
no praise can be too high for Pirie, 
who at the age of 20 and in virtually 
his first big senior test beat all but 

His time 


39min 59sec, Was 12sec faster 
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team tactics and their 
appear likely to keep the title for 
several years, for ail are capable of 


FRANK AARON, English champion further improvement 7 4 
. : : Yorkshire put up a great fight an 

for the 3rd successive year, is a courage- with Aaron and Eyre running in the 
first three places they looked at one 


ous runner and bound to be well forward’ stage as if they might give their old- 
he i se ore wi ne re rivals a se s ggle. As it was the 

he is seen here with the rising British ee pa prec with, 93 Seine, 
star GORDON PIRIE (South London Rent doing welk Ne beat Middlesex for 


Surrey improved a little on last year 


t Harriers Gordon's e > iri 
: , ). , apenas Alex, Pirie by getting fifth, but Warwickshire 
is a former Scottis nternati i were not as prominent as months 
ationalist. ago and went from second to sixth 
position. és 
After the race more than 350 


competitors, officials and county 
representatives were entertained ty 
the directors of Aylesford Paper Mills. 
over whose ground the race was held 
Mr. G. Simon, General Manager Oo 
THe DaILy TELEGRAPH presenting the 
trophy and medals to the successful 


CADET PIRIE 
STILL KEEPS 


t 
HIS i : Result 
} INDIVIDUAL: F. Aaron_(Yorks) 
4 A. Pi 39-59. 2; 
f paungers 
By GUY BUTLER | | aan 
UITE a & 8; W. R 4 
Q sters ee of pae young- aan rris. (Lanes), 40- 
Corps ‘ _ the Air Training H , 40-42, 11: GF 
Uxbrid caampionships, at H 12. os 
> ge, obviously knew quite po) 


a lot about athletics. 


I w: x 
la Workman oxemle, impressed by 
Morrie maniike junior miler, K 
poo WHO won in 4mins. 45 3secs. 
i bao for a 15-year-old on 
é n s : 
aGout. en thefe was some wind 
He wa ii 
ebeoe as _dis ppointed n 
a Sree hegre made by badet 
D. in 1947. Pirie w 
: ie w \ 
eoON, as Gordon. At that tin ie 
mins, 42secs. eee 


‘Cross-country 
trains in heavy hob-nailed army 
boots is, 21 tomorrow, D. A. G. 


Pirie, 


of Coulsdon. 


runner 


who 
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INTERNATIONAL MILITARY C.C. 
CHAMPIONSHIP 


Freiburg, Germany, April 22nd. 
Distance 5 Miles 100 Yds. 

Well organised by the French Army. 
the French team, including as it did 
three internationals, were confident of 
success, but the British team repeated the 
recent International success with another 
fine victory. Grandly led by Gordon 
Pirie, with Frank Sando never far_be- 
hind, the on team were behind 22-28 
after the first lap but pulled up on the 
second lap to win by two points. 


1 LAC Pirie, D.A.G. (Britain) 2 
2 Pte. Herman F. (Belgium) 2 
3 Pte. Sando (Britain) 28. 
4 Pte. Mahjoub N. (France)... 28. 
5 Lt. Gailly E. (Belgium) ...... 28. 
6 Sgt. Lahoucine B. (France). 28.3 


7, Cpl. Kadhouri K. (France) 28.40; 8, 
Pte. Ben Said A. (France) 28.41; 9, F/Lt. 
Stone J. W. (Britain) 28.43; 10, Lt. Birch 
D. C. (Britain) 28.50; 11, Pte. Dillien E. 
(Belgium); 12 Sgt. Bromley J. (Brit ; 
Sgt. McMinnis W. (Britain) was 17th. 


Teams: 


1 Britain, CUS9N0)  .2.2ccseersee -? 
2 France (4:6.7.8)  socese sn ceanner -) 


~ ay 


“and tree Northern, Eastern, Midland 


“FESTIVAL OF BRITAIN” 


International Cross-Country Match 
SHEFFIELD, APRIL 14th. 


WEATHER was cold and sunny at 
the hilly Graves P rk venue, and 
the turf in surprisngly good condition. 


The big event of the day was preceded by 


a representative match between Com- 
bined %ervces, Universty Athletic Union, 


Southern C.C. Associations. Led by the 
band of the Hallamshire Regiment. in full 
ceremonial dress, the teams marched past 
a saluting base and then several hundred 
pigeons were released in Olympic fa 
On the downhill start. Ha 
forged ahead with Gordon Pi 
heels and, at the half mile mark. 
was: Hicks, Pirie and Doug. 
With Hicks fading, Pi moved 
ijead so that at 1} miles. with the field 
starting to string out. he was 20 
clear of Thompson then Sando. Ch 
worth, Norris, Hatton. Gray. 
Jackson and Hollywood. Next 
round (34 miles), I 5 


e was 30 
ahead. followed by Hatton. 

Walker, Thompson, Nor y. 
Charlesworth, Hollywood. Jackson. 
Binder, Stone and Nichols. The team 
count at this point. showed the South 
leading the North by 64 points to 66. 
With Pirie increasing i i 
54 mile mark came up with the 
Pirie, Walker. Hatton. Sando. Norris. 
Hollywood. Gray. Charlesworth. Thomp- 
son and Stone; and = mainly 

determined running by Hofiywo 
North totalled 61 against the South's 69. 
On the last iap, run amid 
snow. Belgrave’s Chas. Walke 
closed the gap with Pirie. who. 
less. ran out a comfortable wi 
yards. with another two ju 
Hatton and Frank Sando. com 
fine style. Excitement mounted 
seen that the Southern runners \ 


with Fit. Lt. Stone 
they closed in to a two points \ 
over the Northern lads. aiene., inciden- 
tally. is training specifically for athe 
under the pre-war ever-smiling u arathon 
star, Sam Ferris; but it didn’t seem to 
affect his speed over that vital last lap. 
Individual placings: Ist. D. A. G. 
Pirie (C.S.), 41.28; 2nd. C. W. Walker 
(S.). 41.37; 3rd. R. Hatton (M) 41.41: 


4th, F. Sarjdo. (C.S,), 41.58; Sth, J. W. 
Stone (S.), ‘49.08; 6th. F. Norris (N.), 
42.10; 7th, A harlesworth (S.); 8th, D.J. 
Thompson 'f * Oth, P. Hollywood (N); 
10th, ig (M.); Tlth, M. Jackson 
(N); ine! dN); 3th, J. E. Nichols 
(N); 14th. DEN A (N); 15th, A Binder 
(M); rath is R. Dean (M 17th. T. 
Dalton (M); 18th, EB. P. Maniey (S); 19th, 
W. McMinnis “(C:S.); 20th, T. Bird 


(U.A.U.). Teams: Ist, South (2, 5, 7, 8, 
18. 23). 63; 2nd. North (6, 9, 11, 12. 13. 
14), 68; 3rd. Midlands (3. 10. 15. 16. 17, 
21). 82: 4th Combined Services (1, 4. 19, 


22, 26, 28). 100: 
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H. HARTING (Netherlands) leading from D. A. G. PIRIE, J. H. WOOD, C. J. 


CHATAWAY, C. W. BRASHER, D. JANSSENS (Belgium) and W. E. LUCAS in 
the 2 Miles International race at the British Games. 


E 
s 
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As so often happens, the most 
looked-forward-to event on the pro- 
g L the mile. was a dis- 
ppointment. With Roger Ban- 

a opposed to Chris Chataway, 
on Pirie and others of note, 
the 4.15.2 record of the late Jack 
Lovelock was expected to be beaten, 
but no one seemed particularly 
keen to set a fast pace with the 
result that the three-quarter mark 
was reached in 5.19.6. 

Thereupon Chataway shot off, 
hotiy pursued by Bannister and 
Pirie. Bannister’s long — stride 
eventually devoured the interven- 
ing space and he passed his man 
with 80 yards to go, winning in 
4.16.2. his last quarter having been 
completed in something like 56.3 


sec! 
PIRIE’S BEST 
Pirie also got by Chataway beat- 
ing him by 4-10thsec in 4.16.8, his 
fastest time to date. 


( HAMPIO SHA 


HRA 


D. A. G. Pirte, British six miles champion 
at the age of 20, and a great Olympic 
prospect. 


SIX MILES.—D A G Pirie, S. London f.., 
29min 32sec (British, National and Eng- 
lish Nat record, championship best), 1; 
W Hesreth, Manchester A and C.C.. 29min 
50, 2; C M Gray Sma‘l Heath H 
12.4, 3; ' C Birch, Leeds Hareh 


THREE MILES.—W 30min 19.83 4; J C Smart, Belg 
A.C 1ldmin 2,6sec, , 30min 23.6. 5; Ss, Essex Beagles, 
(Walton ae oon! ae , somin 25.2. 6; y . E Aaron, Leeds St 
(Hampstead , , » Mark's H 
Landon H), 14/12. 4; 
y 14/14.9, 5; 
A.A.C,. w) 
; Wied eC 
= { MiLe \ 


e big thrill of the meeting 
in the three miles when at 
dell, and after lap after lap of 
eedingly fast running, there 
even men with a chance of 
y—Chataway, Beckett. Olney, 
. Pirie (who had won the six 
s the previous day), Forbes 
and Herbert. 

The chances of five of them died 
soon after the commencement of 
the t lap. however. for Chataway 
ate: off with Beckett hard on his 
neels 


TWO-HORSE RACE 


the back straight they 
istance between them 
the field widening 
yxle dimensions 

At the top end of the track 
Beckett drew level and then they 
raced down the home straight in 
one of the greatest track duels I 
have ever seen, 
‘ith 25 yards to go Beckett got 
body in front, but Chataway 
i not be denied and he all 
ught level again, losirg the 


by so small a mar that 
| time of Il4min 2.6s could 
be separated. The individual 


times were: 4-36.8. 4-50.2 and 


A.A.A. CHAMPIONSHIPS.— 


said ineiehibiaia 


ot 


Cs 


Seite batadioemned Zeeciie 


Gordon Pirie (with Walter 


Hesketh. © 


Rain was pouring down throughout 
aoe apres 4 a blustering aed the 
f e ree mil i COV 
ea 40sec. ee 

is stage, Philip Morgan, the 
Oxford Blue, held 2 commanding 
lead, but not for long. A.A.A. cham- 
Pion Roy Beckett quickly took- the 
initiative and -led at two miles, 
covered in 9min 25sec. Obviously it 
was going to be a fast race. 
Goncther lap and Beckett, Slykhuis, 
f ordon Pirie and Alan Parker, the 
aoe leaders, had lost the rest of the 
eld. 

Disappointment here was the 

sight #t peokots dropping out with 

i uble, whi 

during troietes. ich developed 

With three laps to go. the 20-year- 
old Pirie, quite unaf cted by his six 
mule Jace for Britain last Monday, 
sprinted in the hope of opening up’a 
fap. ut although he succeeded in 
wae hs parker, “slippery Slyky” 
close on Brie ae and followed 

i the pace settlin y 
normal again, Parker eamat Heee 
ae and took the lead. ; 

: ning with DOW 23- 
y Sar-old » Lane: Ores: 4 
Stepping it out, | -irie “was not 
fon ng any. Up he went again. still 
tollowad by .his shadow, SlyKhuis 
one at the bell it was Pirie piling on 
Weck, Then it happened. 
1d ith | 350 yards to go the 28-yvear- 
e Dutchman dashed into the lead 
nam exactly the same spot as he did 
Beast Sydney Wooderson in 1946 

ut this time there was no Sydney to 


challenge. - 
PIRIE’S FASTEST TIME 
-__He was too strong for Piri 

1S s fo i i 

away with every stride, and runcng 
pata Perfect rhythm and co-ordinae 

ion, he scored a 20-yard victosg 
jae Pirie returning his fastest-ever 
ae of 14min Bsec, and Alan Parker 

min 44sec—a wond 

effort by th y tea 
lSrcpene. ese two young Olympic 


fa) 


te lit [9S] 


Conditions were appalling. “* Un- 
ceasing © rain 
made ools - of 
water, ut Hes-:- 
keth is used. to 
plough and 
meadow — he’ is 
junior cross-.- 
country cham- 
pion—and, more- 
over, lives in 
Manchester, so 
that he was tho- 
roughly at home. 

I revel in this 
sort of weather, 
he said. 

By the fourth 
mile the French 
pair were done 
with and it be- 
came Hesketh v 
Pirie. They could 
have strolled 
home, but Hes- 
keth was given 
the tip he might 
beat Alfred 
Shrubb’s 1904 
time for five 
miles if he 
pushed himself 
—and off he 
went dropping 
Pirie, churning 
through the 
pools at-tremen-  ,, 
dous pace. 

Shrubb’s record 
went for a new 
figure of 24min. 
28.4sec,. and as 
he broke the tape 
Hesketh gave us 
a cad Peete 

‘ six-mile time o 
Hesketh splashes 29min. 13.8sec. 

through, France’s cham- 
, pion, Mimoun, 
had decided, after all, not to 
run. <A pity. This Manchester boy 
Would have cracked him, I think. 


D, A. G. Pirie 
(G.B.). 


f . 
easter 
Wine (itt [GS 


A. B. PARKER (14), P. R. LI. MORGAN (13). D. A. G. PIRIE (behind Morg: 

. Rk . R. LI. MORG¢ 13), D, A. G. gan), 
W. E. LUCAS (12), W. R. BECKETT (beside Lucas) leading carly! in the three 
eo ne British Games at White City, W. SLIJKHUIS, the eventual 
s No. 7. 


Three Miles,-W. Slykhuis (Nether- 
lands) 1, D. A. G. Pirie (S. London 
H.) 2. A. B. Parker (Christie) 3, 
F. Green ( Birchfield H.) 4, H. J. 
H.) 5, P. R. Mor- 


H.), 64 Tmin ON Peer 
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_ Nor did the tension ease in the 10,000! 
metres. The British runners in white and the 
Yugoslavs in red changed positions continually 
as the race developed. One Yugoslav dropped 
back, but Mihalic showed the tremendous, 
fighting spirit which had been characteristic 
of the Yugoslavs’ racing all the afternoon, 
However, Pirie’s relentlessly even lap timing 
throughout the race gave him a reserve of 
energy when the bell rang. In the last lap he Saas : ea 
ran away from Mihalic to win decisively DY ay aarenvnente: dak ie iolnwe <Gn TED 


a7 

i . ° i, Tav 2 Ayyhsyrouyxoo hee eae 
20 yards in a time of 31min. 11.2sec., which Wivavev ele 10 Bedrypabs. Mponyoovtar of LépGor Mixadits Kai Lrepcvobte a 
rather slower than his running in the A-A.Axcai oi “AyyAor Xéoxed (log vixnticg) Kai Mlaipu. X@ig ol "AyyAot éxépBicay | 


championships, but he did not seem tired. __ ti Inv Siow Kei tig TAY 
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KwvotavtivoutoAiv, 


Pirie 
attled on 
to win 


From ROY MOOR 


ATHENS, Wednesday. 
ESPITE, set-backs. due to 
stomach illness, Great Britain 
won the first day in the floodlit 
athletics match at the Olympic 
Stadium here tonight and lead 
by 47 points to 38. : 
The British team overcame the: 8% 
handicap nobly—especially Gordon 
.Pirie, the South’ London Harrier, ; 
when Bill Beckett, British three- § 
miles champion, retired from the 
5,000 metres race. 


Tpater yupor 
kovta tov  AxvyA 
Kata TEIpayy 


vVovTat 


t 
was leading at the start of the last: 
= ‘jap, Pirie went to the front down the 


back straight and brilliantly held off 
/ ¢/. 
i — 


the Greek’s challenge to win with a 
powerful finish in i5min. 8.3sec. 
Pirie, completely recovered from his race of Yet again the British distance runnels 

yesterday, won the 10,000 metre event by 300 proved more than a match for their oppost 
metres. After a slow first mile he led all the tion. In the 5,000 metres race the lead changed 
way, finishing in a time of 32min. 29sec. (just several times in the slowly run_ first mile, 
which was completed in about 4min. 50sec. ~+ 
Then Pirie wisely took the lead and Chataway 
cheerfully slipped into his favourite second 
position. Coshgul, who ran a 14min. 13sec. 
three miles in Britain last year and has a finish 
to be respected, was clearly below form, and 
by quickening the pace Pirie enabled the 
leaders to drop him at about 4,000 metres: 
Then Onel. the Turkish 1,500-metre record 
holder, seemed a_ potent 
;Chataway started his finish first but 
jStraight. Onel was carried past Pirie, too, DU 
jas Chataway lost him in a devastating sprint 
finish Onel was passed by Pirie. Chataway $ 
;jume was 14min. 56.Ssec, the approximate 
lequivalent of a 14min. 25sec. three miles, but 
lhis last lap was completed in 6(sec. 


Tstan Rak : 


—_—- = 


Geant Kevan U Tulery. 


— 


| : < é 
junder 32min. for six miles). 


1 danger, but A. 
in the back 


OW does Pirie do it? And what 
».will he do in the future? He 
-has upset all accepted athletic 
jdeas:; We must now revise standards 
carefully built up over a hundred 


‘years. We just cannot estimate what 
‘Pirie will do—until he does it. 


He is 
‘an athletic revelation. 
It comes from a combination of 


heredity, sheer hard work (along new 


lines widely criticised as dangerous and 
hopeless), and a fortunate chance that led 
him to start the ideal training for distance 


., running, quite unwittingly, at the age of 


eight. . 
Heredity plays a big part in sport. So, 


‘ though Pirie was not born until 1931, his 


story, begins before that. Before 1926, 
even: for, by then, his father, Alick Pirie, 


.. was a Scottish cross-country international. 
= Coming South, 


Alick 
Britain’s oldest clubs, 


joined one of 
South London 


‘Harriers — the famous ‘ Irrepressibles ’ 
/ —and he was a member of the great S.L.H. 


teams that carried so much before them in 
the nineteen-twenties. Moving up _ to 


‘Marathon running, Alick Pirie was still 


racing until quite recently; and he carried 


the 1948 Olympic torch on part of its 
journey to Wembley. 


As he carried it, he was escorted by 
a seventeen-year-old youngster; Douglas 
Alastair Gordon Pirie, Alick’s third son. 


Despite his Scots name, the vest that 
Gordon Pirie wore when he succeeded his 
father in the International Cross-Country 
Charhpionship bore, not a thistle, but a 
rose: for he was born in Leeds, though he 
has been a Londoner since he was four. He 
lives, in fact, just across the road from 
the South London Harriers’ training area 
on Farthing Down at Coulsdon in Surrey; 
and it is there that he carries out .the 
gruelling, unpublicised preparations: for 
his glorious triumphs. 


Lucky that he happens to live there? 
Luck had nothing to do with it. 
Pirie chose the house because it overlooks 
Farthing Down. 


Luck has had little to do with Pirie’s 
planned, worked for success—apart from 
the chance that made him unknowingly 
start training at eight. 


A great American coach, the late 
Lawson Robertson, once said that distance 
running was not just something you 


thas he 
bacted up by Colin Wilson. who w 


in enly his second | 
ter Pitt eleventh. Had Mick Firth 


and 


not been 
an injury, 


“ 


Walmes 
a_ place. 


look 


De 


.—In the Surrey 
mpionships held at Oxted 
h our teams w 
e pulverised 


e seven mile course and won in 35.05, 


d of Chas. Walker (Be 
13th, P, I 
_C. E. Puddicombe 26th, 
37th, wer our other scori 
the Junic: event over five miles, 
i was our first man home in 
running with more confidence 
ly does over the country, 
y eighth 
race, 


usuc 


big champions 


prevented from r 1g owing to 
we would almost certainly have 
Herne Hill Harriers, but M. F. 
irty-first, ran well to assure us 
Mick back in the t we 
to the *‘ Southern” reat 


confidence. 


Alick- 


trained for, but a habit of life, begun: 
ideally in boyhood with-long days spect i 
outdoor pabsuit, i ae 

Gordon Pirie, at eight, had n 
heard of Lawson Rberiaas but “his 
favourite pastime then, and for the sub- 
sequent six years, was going after 
butterflies and birds’ nests, staying out all 
day cycling, walking or running miles, and 
coming home scratched, with torn clothes. 
He may have worried his mother, but he 
was laying the foundations of distance 
running success. 


At 12 he was racing at school, was 
frequently off Gn five- and six-mile runs, 
and had joined the Harriers. From that 
day to this, competition has been con- 
tinuous in school, Army Cadet Corps, Air 
Training Corps—he served in both!— 
R.A.F., Inter-Services, club, national and 
international events. His present success, 
sceptically hailed in some quarters as 
‘ overnight,’ is actually the result of ten 
hard preparatory years. 


In hundreds of races, one that gave 
him particular satisfaction was the 1950 
Inter-Services Mile Championship, in 
which he finished just behind the already 
well-known Chris Chataway. 


“Criterium Des As_ 


Belgium, 24th November 


= CBy GUY BUTLER: Berlin, Saturday 


RDON PIRIE, wonder-runner from —_ 
ete: AX Britain, clipped four seconds off Emil 
—— Fatopek’s Olympic record for the 5,000 metres a : : a 
; n today’s athletics clash between Britain and Ai ‘e” 


Pirie and Sando brilliant ! looked to be in a position to attack 
é RGANISED by the Brussels news- body but no challenge was forthcoming 


ir again we had a . : 
paper Le Soir, once aga “Sando Strikes ! 


ea tremendous spectacle of mass racing rhe an : : 
and then the “piece de resistance,” the | e ag Aylesford runner hag} {Germany in Berlin. DAS SPANNENDE 5000- 
international race in which 20 specially een tucked in behind but the next kilo, “And his tearaway 14 m-RENNEN wurde eine 
invited foreigners clashed with the cream of metre showed him moving through in great ‘ fs | sichere Beute der Bri- 
cz the Belgian athletes style to fourth place, Walter Hesketh inutes 9.6 seconds was a haben die Kampfer 
7 avi ° = ¢ - en. 
Firstly, to deal briefly with the massed having strode strongly into the lead closely mere 4.4 seconds slower than mes5 peodad Runde 
start races. The starting arrangement was followed by Pirie and Vandewattyne. The tne world-record of Sweden’s geht dem Endspurt 
ae absolutely unique—the flashing on of a field — now Lge nae a string Out and Gundar Haege. eneegen: 29 er es 
bunch of sodium tubes placed in front ofa soon afterwards, the Flying Dutchman, / : : -old sichtern: Ger Lauier 
NS : re 4 : i | rts said the 22-year-O spiegeln sich deutlich 
reflector about 100 yards ahead of the Ei hee - me i sierra Te ane clerk would have ae acpaien das 
= starting line. It will be remembered that g0'lng Cl not suit him. hed that world mark too, | mérderischen Strecke, 
last year a false start by the field of several stage, end of the first lap, oad it wot been for a light vain und unser Schnapp- 
thousand in the * Cros Populaire ” resulted tyne, Sando, Hesketh and Theys were . t fell throughout | oct eee 
ay in mounted policemen galloping cr “ily together and clear of the next men. Here it ——t T talked to him before the race, Faltecatee eicieign, 
after the runners for a mile to order a recall. was that Pirie accelerated suddenly, Vande. and there was no doubt about it wie unser Bild es 
The very powerful sodium starting lamp wattyne couldn't hold him. The gap (ne was after the world record. zeigt, im rhythmischen 
- proved very effective. increased, 20 metres, 30, 40 . . . withf= 71, Ab the finish he seemed quite: Finish —festgehalten: 
In the “Cros Populaire,” the field of Vandewattyne and Sando fighting out 4 ieresh. But he, said (Me sree. elrcuits Engiaatda on eibetes 
fee Soe cakes rie Se over 3,000 was followed round the 4} mile desperate battle as were Theys and Hesketh Ihe could not get going properly | te, der die 5000 m 
a , course by a red helicopter piloted by a another 10 metres back. Sando shook off ———and at one ine was nine seconds| in der groSartigen 
D E WATTYN E Britisher. and a tremendous sight the the Belgian and went after Pirie but could jbehind schedule. : Zeit von 14:02,6 Minv- 
VAN : : 7 not fully close the gap. Both English boy | But, good for Britain, there i ten gewann. Ihm folgt 
surging mass must have appeared from the ; mar Bush Os} now no doubt that he is capable) sein Landsindnn Groot 
‘BAT PIRIE A HANNUT air! Winner was Edouard Dillien whose looked remarkably fresh at the ‘inisk{-"—~~of snatching the world record, = | (Zweiter), den unser” 
father had won the race exactly 20 years whereas Vandewattyne and Theys appeared | F ht it o t | Meister Schade nicht 
a Hannut (Belgique), Van de Wattyne ago. Over 600 competed in the Youths to have put everything into it in the-r las! | (OuUg u mene zu halten ver- 
‘a battu un fot partiouligrement riche de race won by Julien Schots, of S.C. Ander- desperate sprint to the tape. alter | —{Pirle, won __ easily from _ his} e@. Bild: dpa 
crossmen, parm lesquels Pirié, Theys, lecht. Some 600 lined up for the Junior Hesketh has been concentrating on a colleaglle,, Freddie, Greer pSchadel 
‘Driss, eto. Ainsi, de totes il continue sa _ race which went to Denis Jouret by a intensive building-up programme and will) a Oe Low rend 
7 ean lutte contre Mimoun. comfortable margin—an outstanding pro- not start to sharpen up until December, so.) The German. who finished third; 
no doubt, would be well pleased with his | ‘in the Helsinki Olympic 5,000 
: ' metres, had a damaged ankle to- 


pect this lad. 
However, to come to the big event of the 
day. At the start the Dutchman, Van der 


performance. Driss and Soucours finished} tay, otherwise he would have 


3rd and 6th in this year’s international at} “pushed Pirie all the way. 


That, I feel sure, would have 


Verdonck, showed ahead of Wauters and Hamilton Park but never looked capable of atc Ue cance 
Theys with Pirie and Sando going along challenging the leaders. | Geoff Saunders is} - made Pirie jo Haege's record. 
easily in the rear. At } mile Vandewattyne ot yet in dominating form but, since thet ———~ All praise to Green, who fought 
had gone ahead and quickened the pace longer and heavier the course the better he} Md | es eiggs aol finished 
followed by Theys, De Duytsche, Sliikhuis, likes tt, this short, flat course wits easy} Tomorrow Pirie will, of course, 
Daniels and Driss with the English lads not conditions underfoot was not in his 7. our, jturn out in the 10,000 metres, and 
inthe first dozen. At the mile mark Gordon England easily took the team aware, He So) ee eee a if be runs 
Pirie put in a fantastic sprint to move D. A. G. Pirie (E.), 25:57; 2, F. Sando ' The efor are always delighted 
=r through the field and take a definite lead. (E.), 25:59; 3, M. Vandewattyne (B.),§ og Gordon's trick of doing a slow 
Then came Theys, Vandewattyne, Slijkhuis, 26 - 03: 4, L. Theys (B.), 26:04: 5, W.? This is we See ee amenity 
Serreols, Smets and De Duytsche. By the Hesketh (E.), 26:20; 6, E. de Duytsche | approved, of limbering down. | 


mile and a quarter mark Vandewattyne had (B. Ind.), 26 : 24 ; 7, A. Paris (F.), 26 : 43; 
pulled up to Pirie, then, 10 yards behind, — 8, R. Serreols (B.), 26 : 48 ; 9, A. Driss (F.), 
came an echelon made up of Theys, 27:06; 10, R. Petitjean (F.), 27 : 07°} 


Slijkhuis, De Duytsche, Serreols, Hesketh, 11, A. Wartelle (Flanders), 27:08: 12, 4 
i F. Smets (B. Ind.), 27:14: : 


r 


13, A. 


Daniels, Van Laere, Wauters. Paris, Driss 
Lecat. Soucours and Saunders. The French 


GORDON PIRIE finished uphill in 
storming fashion. at the end of the 
Southern Senior C.C. Championship. 5 


Gordon Pirie acknowledges the cheers of a Berlin crowd for his latest 
—___ track feat. He has just won the 5,000 metres for Britain against 


ermany, with team-mate Freddie Green (on his left) second, Pirie’s oe ee 
p.4min. > Gsec. on a wet track was 4.4sec. outside Gundar Haegg’s ‘Gordon Pirie wins the 5,000 metres in 14m. 2.6s. for 
world record, but four seconds faster than Emil Zatopek’s Olympic ‘Britain at the international athletic meeting with. 


ee a Rartin 


“the amazing Z 
But now it’s “the amaz- 
ing Pirie. 


year-old wonder 
— the 
10,000 metres at 
His time 
accomplished 


this season. 


faster — Zatope 


You can’t travel without 
filling in forms. Gordon 
Pirie obliges the Swedish 
authorities on arrival in - 
Stockholm 


PUBLIKIDOL 


Hur bejublade de svenska kano- : : ‘ Saee r 
nerna  Halista, Wolfbrandt, [Ek- S 
feldt & Co an blev sa stals publik- 


gunsten av en engelsman, ginglise 
fantomléparen Douglas Alistair Gor- 
don (nu kommer efternamnet) Pi-{ 
ric. Hans solojakt efter — diverse 
Zatopekrekord gav €n vision av 
den gamla goda galatiden da 
virldsrekord horde till vardags- 


| ; : 
|maten pa Stadion. oo a 


E WINS, 
§ BY 0.2 SEC. 


RIE, Britain 
won the 
he second 
den-Gt. 


PIR 
FAIL 


ORDON PI 
onder runner 
10,000 metre 


Britain athlet 
Stockholm 
his attempt 


last night, but 
beat Emil 
's Helsinki Olympic 
29min. 17sec. failed 


5secs. better) 
record of 


on the match by! 


l —20min. 
after they | 000 


109 point 
d overn 


HIS YEAR 


of 29min. 17.2 
est in the 
r. Frank Sando 
ain was second. | 
cord for 
min. 2.6se 
in Finland three 


was th 


10,000 n 
He did this 
years ago. 
For most ot 
Pirie would 


ek's record. 
him on in 
seconds. 


the way it seemed 
it up a new world 
record. He was inside Zatopek’s 


from 
before the 


half an hour 
{ beaten b 


3,000 metres | 
limin. 3lsecs.! 
5,000 metres— 
(8secs. better) >: 

24seCs. | 


metres—17min. 
better) ; 
2lsecs. (3secs. better); | 
metres—23min. 
slower) ; 


7,000 


9,000 


(4secs. 
metres—29min. 
(14.6secs, slower). 


STARTED 100 FAST 


BUT RECO 


itime until nearing the 8,000; 
metres mark, (His intermediate 
times were: 1,000 metres—2min. 
44secs, (14secs. better than Zato- 
- 2.000 metres—5min. 38secs 
better) ; 
—(8min. 34secs, (1lsecs. better) ; 


metres 


21secs. 
metres— 
slower) ; | 
17.2secs. 


reached 9,000 


Japping 
nents Jansson and 
was four seconds outide Zato- 
The crowd cheered 
a bid to regain those 


pace, 


plus 
the @¢ 


Swedish 
Nilsson, 


a superhuman task 
he had 
the start. He 
around the track, still 


run too 
finished 


RD BID 


_The final drama all but over- 
shadowed the man who has excited 
all Sweden—Gordon Pirie. 

Pirie, although handicapped by a 
wet track that was two or three 
inches deep in slush at the bends, 
had the crowd cheering from the 
start of the 10,000 metres. 


FASTEST TIME 


The Coulsdon bank clerk romped 
home unchallenged. His time of 
29mins. 17.2secs. was the fastest for 
she distance in the world this year 
and the fastest ever by a Briton. 

He just failed to beat Zatopek’s 
Olympic time, but was well behind 
Zatopek’s world record figures of 
29mins. 2.6secs, 
| After the race Pirie took me to 
‘one bend to show me pools of water 
ad oozy mud two or three inches 
|deep. 
| He said: “I skidded every time 
{I came round here. But for that 
j1 should have run much faster. I 
!wil] do better yet.” 

Here are Gordon Pirie's times 
jor each 1,000 metres compared 
with those by Emil Zatopek 
when he set up the world record 
of 29mins. 2.6secs in 1950: 


44secs  (14secs better) 
better) 
better) 
petter) 
better) 
better) 


slower) 
slower) 


~ Iron man Pirie picks foalskin 


F OAGENS SOLONUMMER < 8 | ; : : 
Sone = for record canters 
Oce From RALPH HEWINS: Oslo, Monday 


HEN Gordon Pirie, 22-year-old Coulsdon (Surrey) 
bank clerk, ran the best-ever British 3,000 metres 
(3,218 yards) at Oslo on Saturday he wore a new pair of 
100z. shoes, lighter than many a Paris mannequin’s 
footwear. 


Pirie found a little old cobbler halfway up a mountain 
0 Bergen three weeks ago-to make them. The leather is 
foalskin, lighter and stronger than the kangaroo of Pirie’s 


Da TET 


AN SkENAVE FRAN & 
sKUEGAN 14 JEK «ET KIC 
“och HOU $0 (ANGE FORE 


. vip £080 


GICK YKUGGAN FORBI. 
PLIES: TIO 


heer 3 his 
NE 24 ; British shoes or the calf of the pair he got in Germany. 
VARLDEN ! _ There are only four ironspikes 
in the Norwegian shoes instead the mile, has come round to this 
(MATCHEN of the usual six and Pirie has | view. 
iy cut down the thin raw rubber Three. weeks ago Haegg was 
2A TOPEK- soles to single thickness, except ening Sate Pla Mine 
od} on the heels where the main Rae } : y GLUEY 
ae C iS: - % fs st 
PIRIE jar of the cinders comes. ee rae aoe oon gees Ma 
TACKAR . Thus he saved several fractions | unpaced on. a_ heavy track, 
" of an ounce here and there and |} Gundar the Wonder has revised 
VEN IMAK42 zyhtened the burden he has to | his view. 
carry in his long and frequent Pirfe is no robot. He can get 


races. 

He has trimmed down his 
running vest and shorts to save 
more fractions. 


angry. When he was forced to 
run in Oslo a fortnight ago to 
save the promoters, Pirie said : 
“Yes, I am angry.” 


But he is still young and 
modest enough to learn. 
LONG WARM-UP He has learned never to race 

again against his own wishes 
This attention to detail 1s unless he can do justice to the 
typical of the Iron Man who has occasion, 
begun to make even the tripie That is why he ran only one 
Olympics winner Emil Zatopek. race in Stockholm and one in 
the Czech locomotive, !ook like a Berlin for England, instead of 
slouch. two in each match. 


- atopek 
och Pirie 


Hur Zatopek lopte da han satte yarlds- 


rekordet pa 10000 m och hur Pirie ; 
lépte i torsdagens stadionlopp framgar He warms minutes His determination is | Une 
t I arentes kilome- S before eacl another Shakable. : 
avy nedanstaende. Inom p 45 minutes Scam tie He ran his best-ever British 
tertiderna. vice warms down. on time pinot ae eaea. co Real 
Zatopek : BOAO: Se to nimself that the track had no 
1000: 2.58 2.44 ais If necessary he requires the hoodoo over him. 
2000; 5.52 (2.54 ) 5.38 Q. ; Ra ery one a pes ra ics oUt hci 3 1m manager to get eci: 
3000: 845 (2.53 ) 8.34 (2.56 ) | RReRRRe has PENT NS = - tenm_ anager 10 sre) PEERLESS 
. 5 2.57 2 8 2 é. BS : ‘ f 4 2. mpisTe c od . ¢ port ne ut ake t m Oo ane 
4000: 11.40,5 per ve a 58 4 from the stadium. i Last month he had one of his 
5.000: 14.37 args ey (285 ) . ATUL Ne Shae. rare flops here and Bot § sont 
‘ ay , 2.55 : eee wane iil Tess. ow. he _ has 
ies os - 53 ; 20.21 (2.57 ) cae Bee ta a ee things right with himself and his 
t aU.e see - ; : g 3 Z : : he pe UE” asteeaie orwegian public. 
8000: 23.20 (2.56 ) 23.21 (3.00) : ea nett eS a aye met Ae Soa He is peerless. He will take on 
3 55 ) 26.19 (2.58 ) : : : Ree Pedic gt etn he could anybody over a mile—Mal Whit- 
9000: 26.15 (2.55 ) 26. arm down proper.y. fieid, American winner of the 
10 000: 29.02,6 (2.47,6) 29.17,2 (2.58,2) takes a lot of nerve for Olympic 800 metres in 1948 and 
r, but the officials and 1952, the British stars Roger 


ini 5 
tes see his point of Bannister and Chris Chataway, 
or Wes Santee, the American ace. 
After the nd- Sweden k ¢ 
: x U es ) eaten. 
match in Stockh MEE week le does not mind being beaten, 
Pirie, the groundsmen, d a few What he wants is competition. 


telephones : 
on left in the He thinks he can do the 


= adium at ten o'clock at night. 7 
: The other yunners fad sone 5 a mythical four-minute mile if only 


tiste 10 000-meterslopare genom tiderna, engels= Mic. tor Wanaiet tt 
sitt bejublade lopp i Stadion pa GORDOW FIRE ay aha” ee ee 
s eS langléparsensation med jiir 
bekantade sig forstads med Bc 
terriingen bara nigra minuter ef- 


Varldens néast b 


mannen Pirie, under | 
torsdagskvallen. 


with him to drag the last reserve 
PRACTICAL JOKER of strength from his whipcord 


put takes body. 


Pirie is fuil of 


> ter det att_han a nt. } - a . == 
im ne ease HE ae eC ae elncing, He can hardly wait to meet 
PIRIE STROLLS TO ene aoe sane: ir i ae Se De: Zatopek and the famous 
enemas | enir hunting, an Russians over three and_ six 


Hi OSLO TRIUMPH practical joking. a war me: Ra! range is Saereeee 
/ g comes efore nlike most great athletes 
ORDON PIRIE won the | 3,000 be the world's Pirie does not diet. Not unless 


metres in 8min llsec at the unner— we That you cé i / - 
2 laity 5 can call his steady consump 

| t Oslo Games yesterday. Te ma is the way champions are made. tion of barley sugar “ dieting.” 
all the way and was never presse” unless he gets married, as We walked miles together in 

ie * ae oteul was for second threatened, no expert can see how Norway to find some. It gives him 

: The yeaa ruggle Was (enmark) 2nything can, prevent him break- the energy he needs. 

place. jesvik (Norway) the former !98 all records between one mile 

Y 4 5 4 six x } “ra Sg Beak 

getting home two_ seconds ahead, eee op ns sig iti the ears. 

but well behind Pirie. oven yundat aeggz. retired 


Pirie’s intermediate times were Swedish world record ider for 
400 metres in 63sec, 800 (2min 7sec), 
1,000 (2-40), 1,500 (4-2), 2,000 (5-25) 


—— 


MN Glew ¥en a baieie eon 8 ee wwe gees, SSS SSS —— on — 


SANDO REFUSES sy WASN’T OUT 


TO GIVE WAY. (TO HELP PIRIE’ Pirie Again Lowers the Four 


Miles Record 


By a Special Correspondent 


The joint floodlit sports arranged by Birchfield Harriers and 

Birchfield Cycling Club at the Alexander Ground, Perry Barr. on 
Saturday proved the best promotion of its kind seen in the Mid- 
lands. A comprehensive programme included a match between 
the A.A.A., the Netherlands, Wales and the Midlands, a women's 
match between equivalent sides, a special four miles international 
race, a cycling match for they 
Festival trophy, and three classes 
of horse-jumping. Outstanding 
| was the performance of D. A. G. 
Pirie in establishing a new 
British best and English native 
record of 18min. 35.6sec. in the 
four-mile race. 


Pirie’s time surpassed the previous 
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By FRANK ROSTRON 


iri dlight | 
NOTHER Gordon Pirie record by floo | 
A this time in the two miles—was hailed by 
a cheering crowd of 15,000 when _ ; 
ing freak set up his eighth major recor 0 


| 
| 


runn ° ‘ : best, ratified at a meeting of the 
the season at London’s White City last night. : AAA. in Birmingham during the ; ee 
. shea wed down the opposition with his usua afterngon, of 18min. 45.2sec., set up Mayor of Birmingham’ presents a 
‘auig na to beat his own British all- by himself at the White City on stopwatch to D. A. G. Pirie, who 
ease in 8mins. 47.4secs. weeks July 10 last. broke the English record for four 


At the end of the first mile, covered » miles.” 
in 4min. 39.8sec., it was obvious that ise 
Pirie would succeed, He covered the 
second mile in an aggregate time of 
Qmin. 14.8sec. and the third in 13min. 


track three 
comers’ record, set UP on the same 


ago, by two-fifths of a second. : 
His time also broke bot a 
British Empire, National, an 
E ish native recoras. ‘ 
| ne he was still seven aces 
pehind the world’s best figures 0 


on Reiff, of Belgium. 

Oe inet will have to wait till next ; 
season,” said the unruffied Pirie. 

t would nave been a near 
miracle—even for the fantastic { 
Pirie—had he got close to th 
world record last night. ; 


& 
PIRIE’S RECORDS 
THIS YEAR 


English native records set up 
by D. A. G. Pirie at six distances 
this year were ratified by the 
Amateur Athletic Association in 
Birmingham on Saturday. They 
are:— 


Distance Date min, sec. 
Mileanda half May 2 6 39 

May 25 6 35.8 

Sept. 9 6 35.6 

Twomiles .... Sept. 9 8 47.8 

Three miles .. June20 13 41.8 

Aug. 1 13 36.2 


the second lap. 


Goes to front 


— ne 
ie for once had not taken t 

eda “at the start, and had ks 
content to run third. But af 
half a mile he went to the front, 


only for Frank Sando to try to pass + Four miles wee. July 10 18 45.2 
him round the bend. ; ee Five miles .... July 10 23 34.2 
Pirie sprinted yard for yard We Six miles .... July 10 28 19.4 


his team-mate to the astonishment 
of the experts. 
ir eared to jostle 
one atarily before Sando ny 
to tne record-breaker, Wh 
Oe ey went to his old position 
Prright out ahead of the field. * 
Wartime parachutist Fred <4 
Green also passed Sando, and stuc 
doggedly for 4 mile and @ half. 
But none of them had the pace 
to stretch the galloping » ban] 
clerk. It needed @ Zatopek there 
Jast night to Keep Pirie ome! 
levision viewers, like. © ie 
cenere. were puzzled over Pee 
tussle with Sando, Let the athletes 
explain. 


Pirie set up still better figures 
for two miles, 8min, 47.4 sec., at 
the White City last Wednesday 
and for four miles, 18min. 
35.6sec., at Perry Barr on 
Saturday. His six miles time is 
a world record also. 


— 


53.2sec. In so doing he got clear 
away from the opposition, although 
the men who finished nearest to him 
—F. Sando and R. Hatton—did far 
better than they had previously. 

The race, a challenge match between 
the English team that had won the 


os simameiatiateil sania, i 


Pirie; “I knew Sando couldn’t International cross-country title in 
take me along fast enough, and was i ; Paris last March, and the Rest, was 
determined to keep the inside won by the reigning internationals 
perth.” } by 32 points to 50. 
4 vasn’ ryi to pace 
Sando: “I wasn’t trying 


p him. I wanted 0 
get the inside lane for myself. 


L Four miles challenge match: 1, D. A. G. Pi 
South London H.. (England), 18min. ‘5 Gece, 
(British best. performance and English native 
record); 2, F. D. Sando, Aylesford Paper Mills 
(England), 18min. 51.6sec.; 3, R. Hatton, Birch- 
field (Rest), 19min. lisec.; 4, P. J. Pirie, South 
London (Rest); 5, C. M. Gray, Small Heath 
(England): 6, D. J. Pearsall, Tipton (Rest); 7, D. 
Holden, Cambridge (England); 8, D. Walker, Shef- 
field United (England); 9, W. P. Ranger, East- 
bourne Rovers (England); 10, W. Boak, Elswick 
(England); 11, A, Chorlton, Manchester A.C. 
(Rest); 12, E. L. Hardy, Derby & Cty (Rest): 13 
A. E.’ Dalton, Birchfield (England); 14, R. Reid. 
Birchfield (Rest); 15, D. F. Foster, Rotherham 
(England). Team placings: England 32pts., Rest 


BRITAIN’S BEST ... Gordon Pirie winning the four miles 
team match to set up yet another record. 
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A FIVE- YARD LEAD 
FOR NANKEVILLE 
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Yorremoprecreee 


f PIRIE PASSES THE BATON F 7 FE ; 
: A dramatic moment in the s a ATON FOR THE FINAL LEG 
MOR ton tivte Chto, vs ese great relay race at the White The crowd were on their feet yelling with excitement. — 
on his way to a new British-all- City. Gordon Pirie takes the 
comers’ record for the two miles : baton from David Law with 
at the floodlit White City Sweden leading by 12 yards. - 


meeting last night. Time: 
8mins. 47.8secs. 

Peerless Pirie, running for 
the Banks team, takes a quick if 
lead from J. W. Hovell (Business 
Houses, No. 32), bearded D. H. 

Robinson (Tyrian, 39) and L. a 
Blackeby (Stock Exchange, 8) 


pear meee Their challengers were teams 


Pi ER at | Pe ~ from Sweden—the former rid 
tg ogg | 7, poeegige ne? record holders—and Germany. 
ie s. 45secs., as They're off ! And straight- 
\ ie away it became a fight between 
| the British and the Swedes. 
| Q | Ralph Dunkley did well to 
PIRIE: BRITISH | gE hold Olympic finalist Ing\ 
~ Eriksson to three yards. but 
2-MILE RECORD David Law lost another three 
yards to another Olympic 
7 finalist, Olle Aberg. 
m } So Pirie, at No. 3, started his 
WORLD BID FAILS AT | leg of the relay well behind. The 
| | crowd roared as he raced ae 
7 my r Tore Lundberg and passed him 
\ HITE CITY | | within 600 metres. 
BY A SPECIAL Cosh eee Eo Ch 4 
D. A. G. Pirie added anothe : : 
to his long list of British records eeringy@ies 
when he won the two-mile race! © The cheering hushed when 
under floodlights at the White’ | Lundberg took the lead again. 
City last night in 8min 47.3sec— | But the Englishman went 
‘ 3 . J. Chata- after him like a sprinter and : = — : — . 
ee eae beak eee Gite tore into the straight to give WORLD RECORD HOLDERS. ous Beitish 4 2 41300 
th pats tr k last May | Nankeville a five-yard lead for metres relay team had every ed with thenselves 
phoma os oa ee in| | the final leg. When this picture was taken at te City Jast night—the 
| pirearion the varie reid, ‘as he had| * Nankeville was passed at the l just beaten the world rec the eve Their time of 
eae pariah do. his performance is| | half distance by Sune Karl son. 1 27.2see beat the previous best by 3sec. e team (L TO 
nevertheless remarkable since it wes E. ogg Be uptel nie ty Ricirr) are: R. HL. ,D. A. G. Pirie and G. W. 
‘at night < rery cold : a HSE 
cain Flag icp elena i everything, passed the Swede. 
| One of a big field of well over 30, and hit the tape. 
Pirie set the pace from | start, The crowd‘was on its feet 
covering the first lap in 63.6sec ane TViewers were on he edge 
the first half-mile in 2min ec. He Of th belie Britats 
was then 20 yards ahead 0 le next 21 c ABUTS. ritain 
runner, his brother Peter. had snatched the  record— 
He reached the mile in 4min 21 A566, l5mins. 27.2secs. 
35 yards ahead of the next. ane Oe 
yards farther on he began to /ap 
field: ; jicanalt 
Pirie sped past the mile-and-a-oe 
post in 6min 35.8sec to equa: + tance 
English native record for the dist ring | 
’ a and finished, to a storm of Cee ea 
PIRIE AGAIN. “Wonder” dis- 19sec ahead of M. R. Hon of Petr 
tance runner Gondga Pirie winning Sergent a minute in front 0 | 
the two miles at the White City, After thus breaking the Br 
London, last night an igmin. comers’, British national, B? 
47.8sec. He now holds all the pire and English native 
> U D sce aly b 
. British and English records from Runcnsteune  clessiy 


Ly to six miles. better conditions and with ee | 
—. ———— to force him he can cover Ents i 
tance many seconds faster. 


naan 


GORDON PIRIE, 22-year-old 
Surrey bank clerk, cross-country 
champion and world record holder 
at six miles, has, by his versatility 
on the running track this year, 
earned himself the soubriquet. of 
“the British Zatopek.” | After 
winning the international mile 
race at the White City last Satur- 
day, he said he thought he could, 
il properly paced, run the elusive 
four-minute mile, and above he is 
seen with the aid of a youthful 
timekeeper and Laurie Reed, a 
promising 17-year-old miler from 
Reigate Grammar School. 


FAMOUS RUNNER AT WOKING 


= FOR 1953 ROAD RELAY } 
aes ~~ ie CHAMPIONSHIP 
GORDON PIRIE AT WOKING For the first time on record the 15) 
Underhill Memorial Trophy, and the 
Road Relay Championship,  80¢ sf 
South London Harriers. The ¥ 
which was run from Woking Par 7 
Saturday, consisted of six laps, and & 
man from the ten teams competing © 
gto run one lap of 2.94 miles. 
Running for the S.L. Harriers 
Gordon Pirie, Britain's | 22°ye" 
wonder runner. Last year in this 


he set up a record of 13.26 mins. | 
on Saturday he beat his own Te te 


one second. Also running 1” 
was Gordon’s brother, P. J. ing 
The Woking team, although putt pe 
a good show could not match | oe 
lence of the other teams. They 4, 
placed ninth. The overall time ma 
Ee Woking was 99.45 mins. 
The Woking team was: }- 
Beedie, G. Edwards, T. Evans, 
low, J. Hone. eid 
Herne Hill Harriers (85.4) an plat 
grave Harriers (86.19) were 
second and third respectively: for 
Mr. W. L. Darby, Woking 9. 
Chairman, presented the trophien 
medals. The officials were: MT (ju 
’Norris (referee), Mr. J. Braben, cb! 
Mr, H. Hathway and Mr. J. 1 
imekeepers), Mr. J. wates pi 
petitors’ steward), Mr. P. ing 
clerk of the course), and Wokinb © 
(pointsmen). si 
Owing to the non-arrival of theit 
man, Croydon were unab 
course. Other teams competing | 
=Guildford and Godalming, Eps 
Ewell, Surrey, Sutton 
and Mitcham. 


aim, South London H: 
H = ag P enil eb 

vy County. Road : : : sec. Gordon’s 
Wok : 


off on his record 


on Sat. 


Baas long legs which are taking 
their owner into the exclusive 
ranks of the world’s greatest 

' athletes strode thrdugh Croydon 
Market to-day to a salad lunch: 

_And as the slim shatterer of track 

{ records walked stallholders and! 
shopkeepers said: “There goes 
our Gordon.” 

For Gordon Pirie, the man who 

| thinks the four-minute mile is 
just a matter of serious train- 
ing, won the hearts of Croydon’s 
market folk long before he 
started bringing White City 
crowds to their feet. 

To-day Gordon Pirie left his 
Coulsdon home and climbed 60 
steps to his office in the trustee 
department of Lloyds Bank, 
Croydon branch, 

At lunch-time he walked un- 
noticed across Croydon High- 
street to the market where for 
two years he has eaten his mid- 
day meal at the 54 Cafe. 

As he went there were shouts of 


Gordon Pirie in Croydon to-day. ' 


“Well done Gordon. Keep it up.” 

Gordon smiled the smile of a 
confident man—a man who is 
working towards a goal, the 
smashing of the records held by 
Zatopek (10,000 metres) and 
Gundar Haegg (5,000 metres). 

To-night, if you take an evening 
stroll across the countryside 
around his home, you will see 
the miracle man of the track 
working to his “ beat-the 
records plan.” 


PROGRESS 


ete 


|By the time he goes to bed he 
will have run three-quarters of 

| a mile six times and spent a 
total of three hours training. 

'He does it by post in letters from 
Waldemar Gerschler. | Each 
week a letter postmarked Frei- 
burg, Southern Germany, drops 
through his letter-box. In it 
Gerschler, who trained Olympic 
champion Josey Barthell of 
Luxemburg, sets Pirie his train- 
ing tasks. 

Pirie reports progress also by let- 
ter—and the better he does the 

harder Gerschler makes him: 
work. “ i 

Says 22-year-old Gordon, “It’s: 
tough, but it’s the only way.” | 

The way to what? To putting 

| Britain back in the world’s 
athletic records lists. 

And the man who walked through 
Croydon Market to-day believes 
he can do it. 

When? Says the man they call 
“Our Gordon” in Croydon 
Market: “In two years time : 

expect to be at my peak.” 


DON’T STRAIN PIRIE 


German coach 
warns: Careful 


build-up 


From ALAN HUMPHREYS 
FreipurG, Friday. 


Gs0RDon PIRIE’S Ger- 
man coach, Woldemar 
Gerschler, today warned 
the British that they are 
demanding too much of 
their No. 1 record-break- 
ing athlete—and too soon. 


He said: “It may seem 
strange to them to hear 


that such a man with such 
a record must be spared. 
They believe he is already 
at his peak. 


“But he is much too young. His 
development is not yet complete. — 
He must be handled with care. 


“Tf the British people will be 
patient they will get a great 
athlete who will do everything 
they expect of him. When I 
told this to Pirie last night it 
was news to him, too.” 


Pirie is nearly 23. Gerschler does 
not expect him to enter his 
“phase of greatness » until he 
js 26, when “his best distance 
will be 10,000 metres. Then he 
will go on for six, seven, maybe 
eight years.” 


Fixed times 


In Freiburg University stadium | 
teaay Gerschler ‘supervised 
Pirie’s two and a half hour non-| 
stop training. 

A heavy autumn mist hung over 
the ‘thickly wooded Black 
Forest hills surrounding the 
stadium as Pirie, in a woollen 
bright blue track-suit, jogged 
around for his first hour, 


During his second hour, Pirie 
interrupted his jog-trot, took off 
his track-suit, and raced 1,000 
yards four times. His times 
were nof fast for competitive 
running, but fast for training. 


The essence of them was 
Gerschler’s demand that he 
should run each half-lap at 
times fixed in advance, For 
most of them Pirie was exact 
and never more than half a 
second out. 


Mind marathon 


Gerschler_ is director of the 
Universitys Institute of 
Physical Training. He has in- 
troduced a scientific system 
which aims at producing a com- 
plete man or woman rather 
than a running machine. 


The mind and character and 
morale are just aS important in 
this system as the muscles and 
lungs. j 


Pirie has done one “marathon ” 
jn this visit to Freiburg—a 
“marathon of the mind.” 

For an hour he worked over large 
yellow sheets covered with 
columns of figures which he had 
to add up, but never carrying 
on more than one digit. 


Said Gerschler: “In that test 


Pirie broke all records for all 
sportsmen tested at Freiburg.’ 


PIRIE and GERSCHLER : They corresponded for a year. 


PIRIE IMPRESSES 
| HIS COACH 


BERLIN, Monday.—Twice today 
|Britain’s record-breaking athlete 
|Gordon Pirie trained in Freiburg 
{University Stadium with his Ger- 
man coach Woldemar Gerschler, 
who has been coaching him by 
letter and telegram. 

Tonight Pirie, asked why he had 
a German coach, said: “ Whether 
it’s an Eskimo or a Chinaman, if 
he’s a good coach that’s all that 
matters.” 

Pirie is to be examined by 
Freiburg’s celebrated heart and 
meney specialist, Professor Rein- 
ell. 


_Gerschier is greatly impressed by 
Pirie’s intense concentration, “TI 
have never seen anything like it 
before,” he declared tonight. 

The runner is staying with his 
coach. Gerschler, who has a son and 
a daughter. said: “ He is our third 
child.”—D.M. Reporter. ‘ 


Pirie Trains in Germany 


Record-breaking Gordon Pirie, 
the 22-year-old British long- 
distance runner, is training at 
Freiburg, Germany, under 
coach Woldemar Gerschler 
(left) and Professor Herbert 
Reindell (right), a leading 
medical authority who has car- 
ried out endurance tests on 
many top athletes. Gerschler 
believes that Pirie will be able 
to crack Emil Zatopek’s Olym- 
pic record for the 10,000 metres 
next year. 


Britain's wonder runner 
Gordon Pirie sets off on 
another track dash—this time 
at Freiburg watched by his 
German adviser, Vatdemar 
Gerschler, professor at Frei- 
burg University. 

They are together for the 
first time since they met at the 
Olympic Games in Helsinki 
last year. 

In the meantime the profes- 
sor has been coaching Pirie by 
post, 


Pirie Tip-Toes Home 


(Ons PIRIE is back in 
England. He tip-toed into 
his’ father’s Couldon, Surrey, 
home at five this morning after 
a jong train and plane journey 
from the Black Forest town of 
Freiburg, where be nas_ been 
seeing his German coach. When 
I phoned his mother this morn- 
ing I was told that he was 
asleep and not to be disturbed. 

His journey has not been in 
vain. After hours of tests Dr 
Kurt Reindel confirms the vicw 
that Pirie will find his best dis- 
tance at around six _ miles 
rather than the one mile. 

This does not, however, meen 
that Pirie will not try to close 
the 6.8 seconds gap which still 
separates him from the »oaan- 
‘om 4-minute mile. In_ the 
Freiburg psysiology laboratories 
he has been called the man with 
the Rolis-Royce heart. 


Pirie obliges the 


Like most sportsmen, 
His aim 


ntleman: stu in athletics. 


graph hunters, but he has no time for ‘English 
grinding my opponents into the ground” 


—— 


———p 


FRAO wen. 


“ 


Britain’s wonder athlete, Gordon 


Coulsdon, Surrey, went to the pic 


his favourite “ villain 


Pirie, bank clerk, of 
tures yesterday to see 
i »” __ Czechoslovakia’s ace, 


Zatopek, who beat Gordon’s 28min. 19.4sec. six-mile 
world record this month by llsec. The news film showed 
Zatopek in action and Gordon was there to study points 


which might help in his attempt to regain the record 
next year. Here you see him looking at the film. 


ATHLETICS: ‘I've a long way to go,’ says Gordon 


ZATOPEK WILL 
PIRIE’S HOME 


XORDON PIRIE, Bri- 
tain’s athlete of the 
year, is to give a one-man 
cinema show at his Couls- 
don nome—with plenty of 
repeat performances. : 
A newsreel company is 
presenting him with a copy 
of the latest available film 
of Emil Zatopek in action. 
As Pirie has a home pro- 
jector, he will be able to 
study the great Czech run- 
ner’s technique at his 
leisure 


Pirie has left a trail 
of wrecked world, Bri- 
tish_and English records 
behind him this year but 
he is spurred to even 
gd training effort by 
he hope of smashing 
Zatopek’s world records 
and of beating him in 
the 5,000 and_ 10,000 
metre events at the Euro- 
pean championships next 
year. 


He visited the newsreel 
company’s private cinema 
yesterday to see a film 
featuring some of his own 


By George Harley 


of Zatopek winning a re; 
cent 5,000 metres race in 
Prague. 

As the Czech flashed 
along the track, Pirie ex- 
claimed: “Can't the film 
be slowed downto its 
proper speed?” Then he 
remembered that this was 
the race in which Zatopek 
put in a finishing 200 
metres in 29s. 


Better Than Ever 

ph te hla 
“He is running vetter 
than ever,” said Pirie. “I 
have a long way to go be- 
si I can expect to beat 
im.” 


e as 


RUN’ IN 


motion in the cutting room 
and told me that he has 
watched the film of the 
last Olympic 5,000 metres 
final, won by Zatopek, 
twelve times. 

“T ran in that final yet 
remember _ very little 
about it,’ he said, “as I 
was semi-conscious for the 
last three laps after taking 
too much out of myself 
earlier in the race.” 

Pirie said he had been 
criticised “inside the 
sport” for placing himself 
in the hands of the Ger- 
man coach, Woldemar Ger- 
schler, who has sent him 
his training schedules by 
post and even by telegram. 
“These critics say I should 
have an English coach,” he 
said, “but Gerschler has 


| done a great deal for me 


‘YOUTH NEEDS MORE SPORT—LESS 
PING-PONG, JAZZ AND NECKING’ 


Y ouTi clubs which go in. for “a clubs is that they exist for the vur- 
: jot of ning-nong, jazz and neck-| pose of protecting the community 
ing” came in for outsvoken criticism | from the spirit of the more rebel- 
et cig tere of Purley County | lious boys. — ; 
srammar School for Boys, Dr. I. “While youth ¢ ake ¢ - 
Birchall, when he svoke at Friday's | tribution, “| think that many of | 
civic reception to Gordon Pirie. them tend to be of the kind to v0 
i After paying tribute to his old]in for a lot of ving-vong, jazz and | 
pupil—“it’s only six years since he|necking, and some. of the youth | 
won the iunior mile at school,’—Dr. | might better ‘be employed in “other | 
See ee that Pirie’s achieve- | ways. _ 

ments shou d receive more tangible “A cinder-trac a swimmi 
recognition in the creation of a{|pool would este a Pe et ar 
running track, or—that great need {in this district. In the savage | 

of the district—a swimming baths.]north these things were provided | 

: I don’t want to sound dissatis- | fifty years ago, and there should pe! 

fied about vouth clubs; they work | more of them in the south. 
under very great difficulties,” said “J would like to suggest that the | 

Dr. Birchall. “But one sometimes |council take very seriously these 

feels that the attitude towards these | suggestions.” : : | 


They packed council hall 


to honour ‘model citizen’ 


TOP citizens of Coulsdon and Purley met, in Purley Council Chamber 

on Friday nizht to do honour to one of the nation’s ton athletes 
Gordon Pirie, whose home is in Coulsdon, and who—in the words of a 
resolution presented to him at the reception—has brought “honour to | 
his family. to Coulsdon and Purley, and to his country.” : 

Scores of cups, trophies, plaques 
and other awards won by Pirie were 
on display in the council chamber 
where the reception was held, and 
over a hundred guests, including all 
the members of the council, were 
present to shake Gordon by the 
hand. . i 

The reception was given t 
chairman or the sonnel, coon he 
Cc » who, with Mrs. Charlton 
é ved the gues and inittroduceam 
them to Gordon Pirie.and members 
of his family. 

Coun, Charlton said this was an 
occasion unique and unprecedented 
In the anna‘s of the council. 

After referring to the distinguished 
athletic record of Mr. Pirie’s father 
and paying tribute to the prowess of 
his brother Peter—‘‘and I must not 
your mother who must regard 
as one of the architects of 
your athletic prowess.”—Coun. Charl-' 
ton said that a colossal army of fans| 
had followed every step and every; 
stride of Gordon Pirie. . 

“A MODEL CITIZEN” 


“And he has done all this with no 
iv of boasting and vain glory in 
achievement,” said Coun. Char!-! 
ton : “It is a great thing for our 
district and for our council to have 
him as a pattern citizen.” 

One repercussion from Gordon 
Pirle’s achievements was the demand 
in. the district for a running track. 
Previous councils had endowed the 
district with parks and open spaces 
but it a fact that there had 
been ery great provision for 


{ 
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; The resolution of the council pay- 
ing tribute to Mr. Pirie was read by 
the Clerk, Mr. E. F. J. Felix, and the 
engrossed ye-lum was then presented 
to him. 


, Among those who followed with 


» tribute ~ were. S Ambrose Keeyvil, 
Ss ata 4. carrey “County Playing 
ields Associa : ares T ; i ies i 
3 scMation, Mr.” Charies Those gleaming trophies in the foreground are but a few of the 


Doughty, M.P. for East Surrey, and 
‘the headmaster of Pi 
Dr. H. Birchall. 
wre ear Rint tributes, Gordon 
irie sai e felt like Davi i 
the Goliaths. canine 
“Records don't really mean any- 
thing.” he said. “Um still behind 
on world standards, and have quite 
a long Way to go before I am on 
top as far as the world is con- 


mmewnnen T 


‘s old school, was feted on Friday evening. 
Mrs. Doughty (left) and Coun. F, N, Charlton 
Charlton (right) surround Mr. Pirie as he reads the council’ 


<4 = é s 
tribute from his home town 


Se 


honours won by Gor 7irie > fe 
y Gordon Pirie, the famous Coulsdon athlete who 


Mr. Charles Doughty, M.P., and 
and Mrs. 


fi 
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Been Olympic hopes continue to be raised. After 

young Douglas Pirie’s success in THE DatLty TELEGRAPH 
Inter-County Cross-country Championship at York on Satur- 
day who can deny the pleasing prospect of this immensely 
improved young runner getting at least a scoring place in 


the first six of the 10,000 metres at- Helsinki in July? ‘ 

Pirie put nearly a quarter of a mile between himself and the 
rest of the field on a skilfully chosen course of one lap of one and 
a half miles and three of two miles on the Rowntree’s Sports 
Ground. The course was just heavy in the best parts and definitely 
heavy in the worst, with a frozen 
surface on the ploughed-up 
parts for variation. 

It zig-zagged over the spacious 
Rowntree’s enclosure and out of it 
across neighbouring farmland. It 
was fairly flat, but definitely not easy 
and could have been a brute if it had 


D. A. G. Pirie (Sur 
E. 2 


; : 42-7, 2; 
ders (Lancs), 42-15. 3; 
42-29. 4; J. Eastham (Lancs), 


. F. Sando‘ b a wet ai 
42-36. 7; AT. ), 42- een a wet day. ; 
Hatton (Stalfs), 3. BR Pirie’s time of 41min ‘sec was 
eects) ae highly commendable, though it was 


J. Brown (Hants), 42-43, 
mberiand & Westmoreland), 4 
- Olmey (Mddx.), _ 42-47, 14; 
(Cheshi 42-50, 15; M. Jackson 
C. M. Gray (Warwicks), 
. Whenman_ (Kent), 42-54, 
(Yorks), 42-55, 19; H. J. 

42-56, 20. 

Z Lancashire (holders), 3. 5, 6 
25—70pts, 1; Middlesex, 8, 14. 20. 52. 
Ts s0=151. 2; Kent, 7, 18, 24, < k 

~165, 5; Yorkshire, 2, 16, 19, 26, 

186, 4; Surrey, 1, 29, 4 

5. 


Imin 8sec outside his time of a year 
ago over the same distance when he 
was second to Dr. Frank Aaron, un- 
fortunately a non-runner this year. 
But then times in cross-country are 
never comparable. 


ALWAYS LEADING 
The Lord Mayor of York, Alderman 
= w.H. Kaye, set the field of 238 
, 2S 66 runners off on their arduous trek ab 
i fe ne D Tans ‘OF three o’clock sharp. There was & 
Northumberland & Durham: ora! 497, 12; stretch of 200 yards or mote to the 
89. tgs 4: Sussex. first bend, which Pirie took In the lead. 
16; Oxfordshire, 706. He was never again headed or even 
19; Leics, challenged. 
ite eet Pirie settled into a long, lovely, lop- 
Te ing stride which carried him 
smoothly round the entire course— 
with perhaps a little prudent tip- 
toeing over the frozen ground. He was 
always increasing the distance be- 
tween himself and the field and the 
measure of his performance is per- 
i shoe : haps that he all but lapped the 
. hindermost, og is to fay beating him 
JGLAS P. By 2 ing is by very nearly two miles. 
DOUG! PS ; oe we et sis There is now an ease and grace 
ow ab the ead AE) RUBE about Pirie’s running suggestive of 
County Cross-country Champion- enormous reserves and infinite staying 
ship fh at York on Saturday. power and had there been anyone to 
ng ack Be Eh 7i fa one p ‘ess him his time would undoubtedly 
: . F iave been better. 
minute before the next man home, Len Eyre, of Yorkshire, showed the 
Len Evre. way to the rest of the field with com- 
mendable persistence but he was 350 
to 400 yards and exactly a minute in 
time behind Pirie, whose breathing at 
the finish would scarcely have blown 
out a match. 


50 MILES EACH WEEK 


There will be custodians of Britain's 
Olympic fortunes who will hope to 


National individual) _ cross-country 
championship at Great Barr, Birming- 
ham, on March 8, especialiy if the 
going should worsen, : 

Pirie, as indeed is the right of every 
amateur, will decide for himself. He 
has prescribed his own method for 

ee * keeping in training and ‘t is running. 


Though he will not be 21 until next 

o month Pirie, who works in a bank at 

; Coulsdon, Surrey, reckons to run 50 

‘ - .to 60 miles a week. He ran in racing 

and training 2.700 miles in 1951. He 

is so much better a runner for it that 

fait ¥ a he shou:d be aliowed to go his own 
tr _ . — 2 way. 


2 


GORDC PIRIE handing over to brother Peter. 
after his record run e Surrey County. Relay 


Ene. 


M&USH _ 
Bie 


-A SOLTTARY figure appeared o 
i beauty spot, near Birmingha: 
the winning posts¥-,.. The-red ba 
‘once -it-: was Walter. Hesketh, cot 


“eross-cquntrytitle-at, his first atter 


he /mmiles over a.course punish- 
chee 


Pirie. who ‘:struggled into second 
place. For nearly eight miles he 
fought it out, shoulder to shoulder 
with Hesketh: across hilly grassland, 
through a ploughed field, over the 
towering Beacon, and down again. 
| The rest of the field was trailing. 
The watching crowd expected the 
pair. to come over the big, hill the 
| second time still together. 
Hesketh told me _ afterwards: 


“ Going up.ithe hill for the last time 
I.made my effort and, suddenly, 
Pirie was no longer with me.” 


Advice to Pirie 


Pirie ran in: well enough, but was 
soon complaining of a strained} 
tendon, and was carried to the dress- | 
ing-rooms by his brother. The in- 
jury must have affected him in the 
late stages—but the winner was 
undoubtedly the better man over 
this alpine course, 

Pirie is lean and frail looking, a 
more delicate racing machine than 
the sturdy Hesketh. He had to 
shorten his long, flowing.stride to 
negotiate the climbs. 

Hesketh’ came to the race the 
fresher man. “I’ve saved myself for 
this championship,” he had said, 
“and I am going to win it.” 

Pirie might do well to miss the 
international race in Glasgow on 
March 22. The Olympic 10,000 
metres should now be his main ob- 
jective. Hesketh told me he thinks 
he himself will be better on the 
track than over country, so we look 
like being well off for stayers at 
Helsinki. 


Peters’s speed 


There was a terrific race for fourth 
place, behind F. Norris (Bolton). 

Frank Sando (Aylesford), only 20, 
looked certain of it until Jim Peters 
came at him 20 yards from the post, 
and just got up. This was a great 
effort by Peters. showing Britain 
has: found a marathon champion 
with finishing sneed. 

Another fine performance was Dr. 
Frank Aaron’s tenth place. Winner 
of the race for the past three years, 
he had not had much time for 
training He has been busy with 
exams., and, in addition. is leaving 
Leeds this week to take up a post 
at Stockport Infirmary. 
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Photo by H. W. Neale. 


WALTER HESKETH (Manchester A. & C.C.) (eventual winner) leading from D. A. G. 
(Gordon) PIRIE (South London H.) in the English C.C. Championship at Birmingham. 


Last year Gordon beat Walter in the British 6 miles track championship in the new native 
record time of 29 mins. 32 secs. Subsequently in the Great Britain vy. France match, Walter 


reversed the position, passing the 5 miles stage in native record time of 24 mins. 28 secs 
and winning at 6 miles in the new all-comers’ record time of 29 mins. 13.8 secs. 


Walter Hesketh leading Gordon Pirie in 


Cine ——. 
ry 


Gordon PIRIE 


i ho en- 

HIEF home hobby of the churchwarden pipes, Ww n 
Pirie family is making couraged his son to run his 
model aeroplanes. Here they first five miles at the age of 


are in their Coulsdon (Surrey) ten. 
house. equalled 

Gordon Alistair—-he fastest 
ete & be called Gordon— 28 mins 55.6 secs. Later he broken Wooderson’s 
who runs for Britain in the knocked 


season Gordon 


time over six miles of 


“Criterium des As,’ Evere 


(BELGIUM) 


'Pirie’s Brilliant Performance 


HE 26th ‘‘Le Soir” cross-country 
. race took place on Sunday, Novem- 

ber 25th, on a water-logged 43-mile 
course in depressing weather. First of all, 
at 10-30 a.m. a youths’ race with over 500 
starters, was run off. Then came the ** Test 
of the Aces,” the invitation international 
race, with outstanding runners from 
Belgium, France, Holland, Luxembourg 
and England taking part. Then followed 
the mammoth “‘ Cros Populaire ” in which 
the field of nearly 2,500 runners went off 
to a false start and had to be chased and 
recalled by mounted policeman amid 
scenes of great excitement. 

However, we are concerned only with the 
race in which the English runners took part. 
After a few hundred yards Gordon Pirie 
was setting the pace ahead of the two 
French Moroccans, Driss and Mahjoub, 
then Eddie Hardy, Lucien Theys and 
Baldwyns. Came the mile mark with Pirie 
still forging along 15 yds.-ahead of Theys. 
Vandewattyne, another 10 yds.,_ then 
Baldwyns, Van Laere, Driss, Nevens, 
Serreols, Petitjean and Hesketh who had 
moved through steadily from the rear of the 
field. |Theys passed Pirie at around 1} 
mile, but the tall South London man was 
soon on terms again and, at the half dis- 
tance, they were together 40 yds. clear of 
Vandewattyne, then a gap of 50 yds. and 
Driss, Hesketh, Baldwyns, Nevens and 
Saunders in 12th place. On they went with 
the two leaders locked together in a desper- 
ate struggle until the last 400 yds., when the 


& 


had ever run before. 


record book in in- 
delible ink. 

Imagine then the 
astonishment of 
25,000 people at the 
White City Stadium 
when it was 
announced that 
Douglas Alistair 
Gordon Pirie had 


orld’s second 


seconds off record by over eight 


f d conds. 
ic Games 5,000 and Sydney Wooderson’s recor se ; 
Toten waotthn is between his time for three miles of Sivconte . fences 
mother and father with brother 13 mins. 53.2 secs. for the : 


Peter on the right. 


They are an athletic family. about 
Mrs Pirie plays golf. Her hus- training, 
band, Alick, Scottish cross- boots—because 
country international in 1926, much _— when he leaves 
ii i th London them off. 
is president of Sou riya da: te aa 
appetite. He reckons he agree 

i i 35s a week on foo 

As might well be imagined more than ; 
i Talent is full of to supplement the normal ration 
ie a oe toy and one fear of the family is 


Harriers, of which Peter, also a 
runner, is secretary. 


cups and other trophies. 


dark Scot runs 
miles a day in 


amended. 
in hob-nailed 
he goes so 


seasons, 


Gordon owes much fo his that Gordon will be tempted to 
father, a confirmed smoker of over-eat in Finland. 


Olympic Hopes—By Norris McWhirter 


PIRIE v ZATOPEK | 


) ney Wooderson 1926 Scottish cross-country in- 
one bt British three- ternationa] Alick Pirie. Gordon 
miles record six yards a lap was out running five miles 
faster than any Englishman across country at the age of 10. 
Little ~ He is a member of South 
wonder many thought that his tondon Harriers. In training he 
record of 13min 53.2sec ¢ 
safely be inscribed in 


10,000 metres are hastily being 28 seconds inside the half- 
To the public at hour and broke Dr Frank 
large the 6ft lin 2l-years-old porous British national eee 
bank clerk from Coulsdon, Sur- by 1. seconds, it was realise 
rey. is a new name, but track ‘hat a few star had_ indeed 


fans have been watching his meet the mighty Czech Emil 
steady progress for the last five Zatopek, the reigning Olympic 


Third and voungest son of the not overawed. 


1950 international champion, The 
his way ahead to win by 50 yds., looking! 
much the worse for wear, with Pirie coming 
in comparatively fresh. The ace French 
sports writer, Mayer, said afterwards that 
he’d been greatly impressed by Pirie and 
compared him with the great Gundar 
Haegg. Walter Hesketh similarly impressed 
by his nicely controlled race and romped 
home comfortably in 4th place. Hardy, 
who came into the team to replace Frank 
Aaron whose training has been interrupted 
by Achilles tendon trouble, ran a great race 
and beat Driss after a fine tussle. Driss, said 
to be potentially a greater runner than his 
North African countryman Mimoun, on 
this occasion did not run in bare feet but 
his erect, short-striding action is identical 
with that of Mimoun. Geoff Saunders was 
not seen to advantage on this short, flat 
course but will undoubtedly shake them up 
over the full cross-country distance later on. 
The three to count international team race 
was won by: England with 12 pts., Belgium 
“A,” 14 pts., Racing Club de France 
28 pts. 

Results : 1, Theys (Belg.), 26 mins 
47 secs. : 2, Pirie (E.), 26 : 58 ; 3, Vande- 
wattyne (Belg.), 27:36; 4, W. Hesketh 
(E.), 27:46; 5, Nevens (Belg. “B”’), 
28:02: 6, Hardy (E.). 28 :04; 7, Driss 
(R.C. Fr.), 28 : 07 ; 8, Petitjean (Ind. Fr.), 
28:08; 9, Baldwyns (Belg. “‘B”), 
28:09: 10, Van Laere (Belg. “A’”’), 
28:11; 11, Serreols (Ind.), 28:17; 12, 
De Duytsche (Ind.), 28 : 19 ; 13, Aberlenc 
(R.C. Fr.), 28:26: 14, Saunders (E.), 
28:29: 15, De Raedt (Ind.), 28 : 33. 


ould wears hob-nailed Army_ boots 
the weighing 7lb each—he finds that 

; wo. he runs so much 
faster when he leaves 
them off, 

Gordon first leapt 
into international 
prominence last July 
His entry for the 
AAA six miles at the 
age of 20 was 
regarded by many as 
not only ill-advised 
but almost imper- 
tinent, 

When he toured 
round the 24 laps 


The boots 


arisen. At Helsinki Gordon will 


5,000-metre champion, Pirie is 


ys, fought, 


/ a 


Best race of the day was the 
mile, won by steeple chaser John 
Disley, London Athletic Club. 
Recording 4min 14.2sec over the 
flat he established a ground record 
and with a 60.2 seconds last lap, 
beat three-mile record holder 
Gordon Pirie (South London H.) 
by six yards with Ralph Dunkley 
(Poly). third, 


PIRIE’S RECORD | 
| TWO MILES | 


In 8 Minutes 53 Seconds 


Gordon Pirie, 21-year-old Couls- 
;don, Surrey, bank clerk, one of 
Britain’s Olympic Games athletes, 
broke the British  all-comers’ 
record by running two miles in 
8min. 53sec. in the Vickers’ sports 
at Weybridge, Surrey, on Saturday. 

Pirie, who set up new records 
when he won the A.A.A. six-mile 
championship at White City, Lon- 
don, last month, was 7.6sec. inside 
Gundar Haegg’s 1945 record. 


Des 


PIRIE’S FAST TWO MILES (BLE ee Fhe 


D. A. G Pirie , ‘ 1 _ : ST OT 7 
miles 7 « ee ees wee te 2 = hae 1z MILES RACE S : 3 | 
elub: mpesiiae at Bat ce x re ireen, of Birchfj : 
by San ae Ag oo was won a surprise ‘6 aay wee provided urrey -Ml e 
Tcmitner Fe. 45 of Srdhadion from S. Queens Park Harriers’ 14 mil won the j s 
Kent A.C. won the junior ned hag 22%. tion track race at Padd paler ae record cli ed 
Si pth, @iih Sélghien mes rp y with took the lead during the first 1 reen 
and Walion third with 20 a e hat : 2 67.2, = surrendered it to Pils on s 4 
alton) took the mile in 4:186. he second. b G P 
the (Walton) the 590 ge - e ‘ ae ae at two laps was 2:16.6, three ; y ore on ire 
“Wilmshurst (Walton) the see ae :23.2, four 4:33.8, and five 5:40.8 
22ft. 24in. and P. my tte long jaeap with the back straight of the eat age On A BRILLIANT three-mile run 
steeplechase in 10.58. § L a. closely followed by Paget hoe P, Pirie & by Gordon Pirie was the 
the relay in 3.44 ‘afte “DL eas won and went on to win in 6:41 0) ne a highlight of the Surrey aut 
ithe baton when leading sag dropped side last year’s record waht TUOE Ont championships at Motspur Park i 
25 yards. reer LF Greon (Birchfield) 6:41.0 eee to Pirie just store! 
‘ 7 41, nis 3 s 
. Ww. Paget (Walton A.C, .. 6:41.2 the race he told me that it was} 
3 D. A. G. Pirie (S.L.H.) Aa far too hot to run fast. Neverthe-! 
4, G. Knight (Essex oH.) poem 6243.8 less, he went out by himself, and, 
Hicks (H: ssex B.) 6:45.8; 5, H. jlapping with the regularity of a 
Fe (Hampstead H.) 6:52.8; 6,-A well-oiled machine, came through 
erguson (Highgate) 67:04.0: 7, J. Hovell with! 2, Rerreet ch he covered Just 
inside 70secs., to record 14mins. 


(Finchley) 7:13.0. 


1,2seCs. 
This is a new county record. 
The record-holder, J. Braughton, 
was runner-up in 14mins. 28.6secs.. 
which was also inside his own 


CARSHaetun 1S 


Gordon Pirie, Briti i ; 
damon, week ee sh six-mile a A 
the new trac an i SY Vv om Ort ll RS HY 
Surrey, in ol eatsbelton, Se eee — a) a ne ANY bs S| \record, 

, secs.—slow Mo CPuk PARR 19 ~ * | “Pirie is in tremendous form, and 

—_ $2 ‘we may expect something out- 
standing from him in the A.A.A. GORDON PIRIE during the 3-mile Surrey 
Championship 


time for him. 
: the utter ‘tailur se 
re of Joh 
European focametres duampine and 
meee ope. He ran his 1,500 
as though he would canter 


home, leadi 
final oc all the way until the 


Pirie beats Parlett 


Then he weaken 

kened, and di j 
bad” udotied Sule harer Putas 
Went past him in a flash rregaa easy 


six-mile championship next month. 


/ ; a 3 lat 2 nn 
LEVEN (OT SALE 


Parlett dropped bac E 
] 7 6 Sr 1 A 
Diace, making no fur oO fourth $ 

though places counted In the mace Lith { at TA 5 iL 


He was probabl i 
ra y not ath 
Pirie, Taio Bed yee ae mantered “oe 
ing—over 300 miles oF ag of train+ 


+ ; 
f 
GORDON PIRIE leading LEN EYRE. FRANK SANDO and W. PAGET, in the 


Bea records tumbled yesterday on the 
London’s White City during the “News of the World” British 
Games, which continue to-morrow, and even a world figure was 
beaten. Then, to highlight the star-studded meeting, at which our 
runners generally slammed all challengers, came. an amazing three 
| miles inter-counties championship, won by Surrey’s Gordon Pirie. 
Covering the distance in 13min ,— _ 

44.8sec, he not only pulverised the}; 
inter - counties record, but beat |- 
Sydney _ Wooderson’s wonderful 
figures of 13min 53.2sec, which stood 
since 1946 as the British (all comers’), 
national and English native records. 


Pirie made a very slow start for 
him, but clocked the mile in 4min 
33.6sec and two miles in 9min 14.4sec, 
so nobody expected any record run- 
i ning on these figures. | 

Yet over the last mile Frank | 
Sando, of Kent, kept forcing Pirie 
to pile on tremendous pace to keep 
the lead. This resulted in the third} 
4 mile being run in 4min 30.4sec, which 
must be one of the fastest ever In 
such a race. 

Sando, for his small size, ran. a 
really extraordinary race to clock 
such a phenomenal time as 13min 
4asec, which, of course, also beat 
Sydney Wooderson's record. 

Alan Parker looked to be doing 
badly, yet returned 14min 4sec, and 
that. Essex junior, George Knight, 
showed 14min 4.8sec, which is truly 
: amazing. 

Pirie and Sando now make _ it 
three Britishers who have been able 
to beat l4min for three miles in 
England. a a _ 


( sien, Tia 
3; metres team race at the Leyton Floodlit Meeting 


i 
/ 
i 

| 


See 


- Sa 5 Ni AW 4 . 
(EX MviTiVteTh e Hires 


cena 


{ “It was hard luck iri 
on Pirie 
he paren have to make what ps 
. a E i 
appalling conditions yin 
e€ was practically no — 
be eek uncovered bp wae ie 
Be ee was thunder and lightnin 
Aste urtis ‘Stone, the Americas : 
dist nce man, led the field round’ ~ 
phe st Jap. He was close] 
i owed by Gordon Pirie, and at 
he end of the second lap, Harry 


Hicks, of Ham ; 
second place. wSUCtee MONE” Inte 


Ceraj 
was Cc 
ke qelg fourth place. But neat 
F _ stage meant very little, in 
ee Rl oy only about six yards 
oe st and last in a field of” 
The great advant: j 
age of | 
hae a that there being a 
rk ing up from a man in 
Pirie was plastered wi 
; ith 
(fs om chest to toe, and gesiaet to 
take the lead on the back straight 
Pe the fourth lap. ; 
| Waiting for it 
| The crowd had bee iti 
lace ad be nN waiting for 
gu gave him an encouraging 7 
2The time for the first mi 
i t st mile was 
4min. 40sec., so we soon bnew 
a gaa conditions had beaten 
irie’s record-breaking attempt 
Pbk paddled his way pa st 
officials and photographer as he 
were’ them at the bell, and 
ope tg tremendous gap on that 
It was a valiant eff 
TAS } , ort. but 
am afraid the record ee < 
wanted, under nine minutes, was 
just bevond his reach as 


f} 
JAites 
ls 


— 


{six miues.—1_D A G_ Pirie (South 
London H); 2 F Norris (Bolton U.H.); 53 
--F D Sando (Aylesford P.M.S.C.); 4 L J 
Perry) (Australia); 5 W Hesketh (Manches- 
ter A and C.C,); 6 C M Gray (Small Heath 
Harriers); abt 20yds; 28min 55.6sec (new 
_)Britlsh allcomers, — British National and 
‘English native record). 


st A nes 


ed 


7 Sy Z 


Ecard AND CLOUDBURST | prevented D. A. 
oe (third from right) from setting up a new British record in 
wo Miles International event at the White Citv. London. at Whits 


_Two Miles |! i i 
Pirie (S. Londoa foe ae 1. 
. C Stone 


‘ time 9min 
(Hampstead H): 
6. L W Herbert 


A FLOODED TRACK.—The conditions under which the two miles inter~ - 
national event was run after torrential rain at the White City yesterday may be 
judged from this picture. The winner, D. A. G. Pirie (Surrey). iS Se? op 


the right. 


A record six miles makes’ 


“By JANES STAGG oem | 

bE dgeaie with the power and rhythm that is going to shake the worl 
at Helsinki next month, the Gay Gordon, Gordon Pirie, emashed:the. +} 
British all-comers, British National and English: Native: 

records for the six miles race, when he retained his title in: 

the Amateur Athletic Association championships 

which began at the White City, London, last 


night and continue today. Sahl 
Pirie, the young bank clerk from Coulsdon 
(Surrey), knocked 18.2 seconds off the: 
record which was set up by his friendly | 
rival, Walter Hesketh, of Manchester, | 
last year, with a time of 28m. 55.6s. | 
This wonderful -per- 
formance. brings Gordon 
to within 248s. of the 
world record held by 
Viljo Heino, and makes- 
him the second fastest! 
six-miler in the world. 
Some achievement ! 
Surprise of the race 
was the storming run by 
eteran Frank Norris, of | 
olton, who followed | 
irie home, 35 yards 
hway, in 29m. 0.6s. Third | 
Frank Sando, the 


vas 
young Aylesford (Kent) 
hampion, im 29m. 5.2s. 
hey, too, broke the 


records. 

It was a magnificent 
race. Pirie was content 
to hold back in the 
iddle of the field until 
Khe one and a half mile 
mark, when he moved 
1 up to second. place and | 


began a duel with! 
Walter Hesketh which | 


lasted until the three | 
and a half mile mark, 
Alternately Pirie and 


Hesketh were in the 
Jead striving to run 
each other into the 
ground, 
He Faded 
— 


It was at three and 
a half miles that_Hes- 
keth began to fade, to 
eventually finish fifth. 
Sando came up with 
Pirie and Norris, and’ 
from then on Pirie and 
Norris. strengthened 
their lead until at four 
and a half miles they 
were well clear. 

With his recent 
three-mile record to 
his credit, this latest 


achievement puts Pirie 
right up in the Zato- 
i pek class. 

So ends the first. leg 
of _ Pirie’s 
‘double. 
for the 


(Topical Press Photo) st 
ambitious 


he goes 


Today 
miles 


last year three 


Her Majesty THE QUEEN, Patron of the Amateur Athletic Association, 


honoured the Championships with her gracious presence. 


Hesketh. 
finished 


M. Gray, W. 
Norris, who 


Six Miles from C. 


Perry (Australia). F. 


Gordon 
cP ie 


second to Pirie, 


Pirie leading in the A.A.A, 
F. D. Sando and J. J. 
is a little further back, No. 20. 


Green, 


Because the long, 
cherished the hope, 
young Surrey bank cler 
the ‘“ twenty-nines ” 
because Zatopek has 
_ appeared to take so much alr adi 
vhimself with his_ rolling urwt ¢ 
® gait, we thought he might pean 
have burnt himself out. 

We bow to him, bow in 
admiration for a man whos 
will go down in the annals 9 
letics coupled with that of fa 
Nurmi, who yesterday, amid Aaya 
mendous national enthusiasm tre 
into the arena with the torcy ™ 
it the sacred flame. ew | 
Such must surely be the Drivijaedh 
one day of Emil Zatopek when le ' 
more settled world it is give au 
Czechoslovakia to organise : 
Games. 


DOGGED HIS FOOTSTEps 


What Zatopek actuaily di 
burn up young Pirie. He aoe 
have been gratified when he dj 
covered early in the race the 
Pirie’s plan was to dog his footstep 
After running a couple of laps 
the rear of the field Zatopek ; 
proved in the third to ninth plac 
| ie Ee benth. In the fourth la 
ne two moved up again i 
me ae 0 ight 
_Along the back straight i 

ee sixth lap Zatopek apuited to i 
front with Pirie at his heels, and op 
the bend Pirie forced his way iq 
front of the remarkable Czeck 
For a moment the hopes of Britisj— 
spectators were roared to the skies 
_Zatopek was swerving from side t/ 
se Side, wagging his head woefully ang 
# dropping his left hand to his side 
every now and then; Pirie was run 
ning with classic grace and inspiring} 
ease. Alas! we forgot in our, per-'— 
haps. justifiable elation, that that 


was ever Zatopek’s way. j 
; SIGNS OF DISTRESS | 
Still swaying, still hanging his 
head, still evincing every sign of 


physical distress, Zatopek kept at it,| 
ever increasing his already wonder- 
a speed for such-a long run. } 
= He was soon in front again and 
hereabouts Mimoun, the Frenchman, 
made his challenge to be sure of 
being with the leaders when the 
field began to spreadeagle and the 
inevitable gap appeared between 
e pacameers and the best of 
e hangers-on. The first of the 
stragglers was lapped as early as the 


10.000 metrin juoksu n. 3.000 metrin vaiheil la. Zatopek johtaa suu tutussa irvistyk!0h ergy oe Pe “sede, isl 
mg i “é ob - <i 2 . . Zatopek. Mimoun anc irie co 
sessd ja Mimoun on hdnen tiuhkassa tuntu. massaan. Pirie ja Anufriev ovat hivene:tinued in the fore. a couple of yards! 


separating Mimuon from Zatopek 
} 


and Pirie from Mimoun until in ite 


| 


ce elapse between 
Iimoun. ‘There was 
apping taking place t ; 
became a hopeless confusion. 

PIRIE TIRING 
only thing clear 


that 
Zatopek and Mimuon were striding 


was 


Uhe 


eir own. Pirie put In 
her consoling spurt to once more 
the leaders for half a lap but 
ort. seemed to cost him some- 


{t out on t 


» breathing heavily and 
- and the first quite 
n the race 
; on him began to show 
He lagged hehind again. All jo 
' am mates Sando, 
n despite a sore 
s had never been 


iers, in an |> 
leagues on, 
ist could 
nt from 


and cot 
to 


Schade with Zatopek settling down 


-Schade, Chataway. 


-gide by side in sixth place. 


four. Mimoun dropped back 


—~and Schade. 


Chatawa’ 
Jead from 


went straight into the! 
the gun, followed by 


Jast but one and Pirie, the other 
British competitor with a chance, 
dogging his footsteps as he had done 
in the 10,000 metres last, Monday. 
On the second and _ third laps 
order at the head of the field was} 
Reiff the Belgian. 
On the fourth lap; 
and his shadow, Pirie, | 
began to move up and after five cir-| 
cuits of the track the Czech was} 
fourth with 


and Mimoun, 
Zatopek 


Pirie and A. B. Parker, 
the third Briton, in the race, running 


Zatopek took over the pace-mak- 
ing in the seventh lap and there- 
after was hardly ever out of the first 

and a 
great battle of tactics began between 
Zatopek, Reiff (who was the holder) 
presumably with the) 
shaking off the per- 
Englishman who} 
resolutely refused _to be bamboozled. | 

Once, When Chataway seemed 
likely to be forced to go outside his 
rivals or have his smooth stride up- 
set, young Pirie gave the pace- 
makers something to think about.| 
He sprinted up from a backward | 
position and swept past the field to} 
take the lead. Chataway followed | 
him and for a moment the Zatopek- | 
Reiff-Schade combination, for such 
it was beginning to appear, were 
hoist with their own petard. | 

Zatopek restored their equilibrium 
by spurting back into the lead but 
thereafter was ever fearful of the 
British cha had tried 
hard to wreck. Chataway staved 
the rest of the race in the challeng- 
ing position he wanted and was 
never again out of the closely 
grouped first f until he fell. 


intention of 
sistent young 


K 
n 


QUATRIEME KILOMETRE. — Le train s'accélere sous les coups de boutoir de Zatope 
celui-ci, Schade s'appréte a porter une terrible attaque. Reift commence @ souffrir et + 


brusquement, mettant fin a sa carriere. Puis viennent Pirie, Chataway, Mimot 


a 
TROISIEME KILOMETRE — Le peloton semble regroupé, mais ce n’est qu'un effet d’optique, Zatopek n 
Reiff, toujours second, Chataway, Schade, Mimoun, Pirie. Viennent ensuite Perry, Taipale, Albertsson, Parker, 

Anoufriev. Lo bataille est encore indécise 4 |’cetl le mieux ayverti 


suurimmat 
a Pirie hen 


Englannin 


2 2 Bees o 
deux leaders, Zatopek observe 


(HAQLO Men Burle 


et LY ‘ Des SC Charlottenbur si 
-_ 4 bilaums-Sportfest sd gs AG 


der Absage des Luxembur- 
ger Barthel ein grofsartiger 
Erfolg, Auf der regennassen 
Bahn wurden hervorragende 
Zéiten erzielt. So stellte bei- 
splelsweise’ der Miunchener 
Peter Krauv® einen neven 
deutschen 300-m-Rekord auf. 
Dieses Berliner Funkbild halt 
eine Szene vom dramatischen 
5000-m-Lauf fest. Der Eftin- 
ger Gude, hier noch von dem 
Englander Pirie angefithrt, 
lief dem Otympia-Vierten in 
cinem unwiderstehlichen End- 
spurt einfach davon. Es 
scheint so, als wurde mit 
Gude ein grofes Talent auf 
der 5000-Meter-Strecke heran- 
reifen. Funkbild: Schirner 


BRITISH VICTORY for both men and a ~ 
at the two-day athletics match in Pacis lame wack nehieved| ; 

D. A. G. Pirie is seen leading the field in the 5,000 pes Below # 
Pale etres tace, _ 


SEE (EEE fae : 

5.000 METRES, — Encore une ¢preuve pour les Britanniques qui con- 
trolérent toute la course. En téte, Parker (deuxiéme en 14757” 2/10) 
et Pirie (premier en !4’ 51”). Les Francais Ab del krim et Schlegel, 
semblent déja en difficulté par le train séyére impose par les Anglais. 


Y4 


: Alf Shrubb 


Comes Home 


By JOE BINKS, 
ex-Holder Mile Record 


Fifty years ago Alfred Shrubb 
smashing all the world records ¢ 
distances from 14 to 11_miles. To- 
some of the best British fig) 
between three and six miles bel 
to Gordon Pirie. In each case 
runners wore the colours of Sc 
London Harriers, whose members 
the conv lity of to - morr¢ 
annual dinner, reserve a special p 
for these “ancient and mode 
akers. 
Shrubb, who was the 
of his time, is here if 


D. A. G. PIRIE winning for Grea 

Britain the 5,000 metres event in the ue 

athletics match against France at thes y : 7 

Colombes Stadium, Paris. His time Se" 
was 14min. Slsec. 


During his short athletics ca 
fronr 1901 jto 1904, he was four t 


a A 5; L RAD ge. of } } of winner of| the Leet: and f 
a e+, f) ees le championships an wice Cal 

{ ASH MY Ce U ine / rt ‘ l ye ro { {i¢ / i ot the AJA.A. mile. 

Ce { ; - 


It anyone had the temerity 
stick with him for a while, Sh 
would lash out on a fast 200- 
sprint and follow with anoth 
necessary. Nobody ever requ 
three such killing doses. 

That these bursts did not 1 
Shrubb su ed many, and oft 
have wondered whether, wit 
more even pace, he would 
improved his times. A lowered © 
ac son was Shrubb’s peculiar rur 
style. 

Over the country he was al 
out on his own, winning the Sou 
and National cross-country cham 


Te ships, s jh did so many oO 
races—by a tance. 
His running days over, Sh 


coached Oxford athletes for a \ 
and became manager of a hos 
before a yearning for Canada 
him across the Atlantic to a suc 
ful business career. 

Now he is back to shake the 
of South London Harriers’ pr 
“Victor Ludorum,” Gordon 
who is to be cengratulated 01 
fication of four records. Int 
(All-Comers) National 


= ne - ; % ase ae Native categories fal 

Charlie Capozm1i, NCAA and IchA cross country champion, an 7 ee ae Rowe 

shown as he set the U.S. National 3-mile record of 13:51.8 Alfred Shrubb, English (National) Champion, 1901-2-3-4, and subsequent 9-21.2) and five 

ele As feggere — U.S. meet at London, August . : World record breaker. pgs rs the best 

° rie an ran an - y . : F igures. cause the track was 

Doug Pi o trail (Courtesy Athletics World) = D. A. Gordon Pirie, English (National) Champion, 1953, and subsequent ef Be iq: teas hi : aes 
breaker of Shrubb’s records. recognition of his new times ove 


and a half miles and two miles 
Salpeaestiapa 


: (Photo taken at the South London Harriers Club Dinner, 27th Octoter, 1952) 
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t, Gordon Pirie leads 


/ he 2,000 metres, 
a racé over nearly five laps which is seldom 
seen in this country, produced a thrilling finish 
between the veteran Willi Slijkhuis of Holland 


and D. R. T. Macmillan of Australia. Both 
were given the same time of S5min. 20.4sec. 
Pirie was third, with Lamers the German 
fourth. 


“ f{ as 
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Suite (16 a ive 


4m. 8.8s. MILE By 
MACMILLAN 


FASTEST IN BRITA 
THIS YEAR 


BY A SPECIAL CORRESPO 
In the chilly night air at th 


White City_last night = 


floodlights D. Macmillan 
Australian mile champion be 
the fastest mile of this Olympie 
in eo cetay. ; 
€ won the City Mile, the prin 
invitation event at the Financia 
Times Shield meeting, in 4min 
beating John Disley, 
chaser, by 20yds. 
, ol pis yan belted, 
ustralian wen Oo the fr 
time down the back stretch and ie 
only. once headed afterwards, at the 
end of the second lap, when Disle 
spurted to the front. He wags ste 
there long, Macmillan putting in an- 
other spurt down the back stretch, 
closely challenged now by the York- 
shireman Len Eyre. 
The pace, however, 
Eyre, and it was again 
dogging Macmillan at the bell. The}-~ 
time of 3m 8.2s for the three-quarter 
mile was promising, but Macmillan 
quickly opened a gap between him- 
self and Disley and he was not 
pressed. Had he been, Sydney 
Wooderson’s British all-comers record 
of 4m 6.4sec might have been in 
danger. 


PIRIE TWICE BEATEN 


Eyre was third and D. A. G. Pirle 
the long-distance runner, a bad 
fourth. It was Pirie’s second mile of 
the evening, for he had run for the 
Banks in the inter-club race, be 2 
beaten in a storming finish by J. W. 
Brown, representing the Civil Service. 

Brown’s time of 4m 13.4s was encour- 
aging in_view of the fact that with 
Roger Bannister and  Nankeville 
finished for the season he has been 
|nominated first string for Britain 
|against France in next Wednesday's 
| floodlit meeting on this track. | 


8.8sec, 
the steeple- 


long-striding 


was too hot for 
Disley who was 


caused [ne 


races 
One 


men’s r ore 
or s to stand and c : , 
event served a dual purpose. It ye 
the 5,000 metres won. after a 

rds final sprint by the Dutchman, 


Slikhuis, from Frank Norris 
on United), who only a wre 
“0 ago broke, along with Gerdon 


six-mile record. 


‘ } mong the starters 
ts event, ttl ad made it known 


tack the British two 


i x retire Ww the 

mile recog BOS etire when the 

; ag ed hie tside Chris 
erat which had 
Chatawa of the 


JL CSET TUYt vee —— 


Pirie Shows Them The Way | 


‘ - tr 

Of the many county CROSS CO aay 
championships decided, ¥recsively 
none. was won more Se and 


c Ric 
he Surrey -race at - mae 
Park Syiere British. six miles cha 
ion Gordon Fire 
quarter of a mile in fron 


bora i third. 
Wee Olymp reine first quarter 


of a mile, 
the.more. 
covered the 


RT Pt As sacra lil SASH BO BBL 
Soren os tas 


tng Ee 


Ar Nelle PNAS 


j N PIRIE (No. ; 
Sharad just after 


KEEGAN (No. 151) 


resremsubiotest $0 252 WS RRR OE 


T. #. 
the 


from 
start of 


Surrey Championship in Richmond Park 


10) leading 
the 


are oe vate slg 
SOT s 
focnabemnencs 


INTHE RINALLONAL 
CROSS-COUNTRY 


Mezidon, January il : — 
‘*Pirie-Technics ! ”’ rae 


Our four English stars, accompanied 
by Lawrie Richardson, crossed the 
Channel to have a crack at some of the 
leading French and Belgian’ runners. 
This was one of the landing beaches for 
the invasion of Europe and, hearing that 
a memorial was for 40 men of the French 
resistance movement who died there, our 
representatives expressed their intention 
of putting a wreath on it as a small token 
to their gallantry. Imagine their surprise 
when the Mayor, Councillors, a high- 
ranking Army officer and a goodly crowd 
unexpectedly arrived on the scene for the 
ceremony. 


After a very fast start. Gordon Pirie 
had surged irresistibly into the lead 
before a mile had been covered, closely 
followed by Reiff, Theys and, after a gap 
of S50 yards, Vandewattyne, Paris, Prat, 
Hatton, Van Laere and Petitjean. Frank 
Sando had been left some 300 yards a 
the start. At half-distance Pirie led from 
Theys, Reiff had been dropped 70 yards, 
then Vandewattyne, Prat,  Petitjean < 
Hesketh, Van Laere, Hatton, Louvaisil, sic pa : : 

Driss, Cerou, Soucours and Furic. Pirie . FLYING RUNNERS leaving London today to join 
then pulled away 100 yards clear coe at Northolt were, back row: R. Halton 
Theys, Vandewattyne and Prat closed UO get, Thon oak nee te thse at oe 
on Reiff, Hesketh and (Petitjean were international crosi: couhive face 2 FERS 
together and Sando had moved up to ¥ . 

14th place. Coming up to the finish 
Pirie’s lead was slightly reduced, Hesketh 
easily pulled away from Petitjean and 
Sando recovered in great style to gain 
8th placing. 


1, Pirie (E.) 29 mins. 11 secs.; 2, Theys 
(Bel.) 29:23; 3, Reiff (Bel.) 29:35; 4, Prat 
(Fr.) 29:38: 5, Wandewattyne (Bel.) 
29:40; 6, Hesketh (E.) 30:16; 7. Petitjean 
(Fr.) 30:23; 8, Sando (E.) 30:26; 9, Van 
Laere (Bel.) 30:31; 10. Louvaisil (Fr.) 
30:32; 11, Cerou (Fr.): 12, Driss (Fr.). 
Hatton finished 17th 


Pirie 


i tulates Gordon 
K SANDO (right) congratu 
— at the end of the senior race. 


‘Pirie ahead after duel with Sando 
in Southern Counties championshif 


Only six seconds 


- separated them 


es big ‘un always 
gf Rasa 4 me little ‘'un” was ae eee 
“| 60 nasised i Sa ies Doug Pirie leading the field from sh ase  e' ert, ey 
Gomatien cross country champion- ug Fie al : 
lesford, on Saturday. 
See of South noun? 
Harriers, beat his rival ae 
Sando, of Aylesford Paper en 
a thrilling duel for the sen 
nt. 
sa for years have two ee 
so completely dominated the x 24 
: field of runners for Southe 
Counties' honours. —— 
For over nine of the 
= miles, the taller Pirie and his 
a smaller Olympic rival Sando, ran 
oe either pace to pace or within 
5 a few feet of each other. 

Pirie was nearly always to the 
fore with Sando content’ to trali 
the champion and push him to 
faster speed. 

Only - the last quarter of : 
mile did Pirie take advantage fe} 
his slightly 1onger stride and just 
; that extra touch of stamina to 
xe pull further ahead and win in 
= 52.27 seconds. 

Sando’s time was 52 min. 33 secs. 
SHOOK HANDS 

a ter crossing the winning ine, 

3 piris turned and waited for Sando, 

shaking hands and patting the 

— Aylesford athlete on the back. 4 

A huge crowd, who had hacia neon 
their amazing duel, gave bot. 
athletes a rousing reception. 


outhern 


‘ 
i 
i 
s 
4 
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i of the ten testing miles 
ae been run and still Frank 
Sando clings to the fast-moving 
heels of Gordon Pirie in the 
South of England cross-country 

championship at Aylesford 
Half a mile later Pirie pate’ 
into a 10-yard lead and went 
to win in 52min, 27S€C.. ee 
Sando second six seconds beh 


It looks like anybody’s race as 473 runners start 
in the English cross-country championship. .But : - 
it soon looks different. Gordon’ Pirie (South : 
London Harriers) shoots straight into the lead and 
covers the 9§-mile course in 49min. 15sec. And 
there he is, right, coming home alone—first by % 
more than a quarter-of-a-mile. * 


celebrates | Away 
ORDON PIRIE, winner of From The 
the English cross-country 
championship (93 miles). at e 
Reading.on Saturday cele- 
brated. his runaway victory ue 1e 
yesterday with—a 15-mile run nts 
(writes ROY MOOR), By JOE..BINKS, 
“You cannot afford to rest up Ex-Holdér.'Mile Record 
in top-class athletics today,” said|*]J“WENTY - ONE - YEAR - OLD 
the 22-year-old Pirie, “ especially onan Pirie, geen London 
hs fr hae * a5 ae arriers, ran e race of hi 
wagon fia epee nel Emil Zato ‘life at Reading in spread-eagling the 
peks wor records as I am. great field ees than 600 runners 
‘and’s team for the inter- an ea s. close rival, Frank 8 : * 
tal championships in. Paris on Sando (Aylesford Paper Mills) by 3 
be: mere than a minute over the 94 
f : miles of the national cross-country 
D AG Pirte (S. London), F Sando championship. It«was his first win 
(Aylesford), C Gray «Small Heath), for he was second last year 
W Ranger (R.A.F.), W Boak (Elswick Sando and Bill Gray, the Mid- 
A Dalton (Birchfield), D Holden lands champion, had a battle royal 
bridge’, JH Peters ‘Essex Beagles 21) the way 'f na hace 
capt), F Norris (Bolton: Princ: BOP 4 Bere piace, 
Sando winning in the final sprint 
home, 
Gray flashed out at the start with 
tremendous speed-—rather unwisely 
I thought. But Pirie soon took him 
on and streaked away. The further 
he_went the further he got away. 
The course was hilly, testing the 
stamina to the full;- yet it seemed 
to be a cinder-track as far as Pirie 
was concerned. His combination. of 
speed and stamina is immense. 
W. Ranger (Royal Air Force) 
referred this race to the inter- 
rvices  championship—which was ' 
being run at the same time—and i 
ran again another marvellous race 
to finish fourth. 
After the race the first nine to 
finish were invited to represent 
England in the international event 
at Vincennes Racecourse, Paris, on 
March 21. 
Peter Driver, like Pirie also of 
South. London, emulated the great 
deeds of his. senior clubmate by 
spreadeagling the huge field of 
junior runners. I expected him to 
win but certainly did not think he 
could conquer the East Cheshire 
junior champion, J. Wild by over a 
minute. 
Seniors. — D. A. G. Pirie (South 
London H.) (49min 15sec) 1, F, 
Sando. (Aylesford Paper Mills) 
(50.22) -2,,C. W. Gray (Small Heath 
H.) (50,24) 3, W. P. Ranger (R.A.F.) 
(50.39) 4, W. Boak (Elswick). (50.44) 
5, A. E. Dalton (Birchfield. H.} 
(50.45) 6, D. H. Holden (Cambridge) 
(50.47) ‘7, D. F. Foster (Rotherham) 


(50.54) 8, J. H. Peters (Essex = 
Beagles) (51.01) 9, D. Walker (Shef- : 
field Utd. H.) (51.13) 10, F. Norris ke 
(Bolton) (51.17) 11, E. L. Hardie ee 


(Manchester) (51.17) 12._ : ~ 


Déja aprés le 
Abdallah est dans sa foulée. 


: 


auesverticls a & 
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premier kilometre le peloto 


PIRIE FINISHES 19th 
IN BARE FEET 


By A Special Correspondent é 
Despite the eclipse of D. A. Bi 
Pirie, warm favourite to win 2 : 
individual title, England gained 4 
comfortable cross-country victory a 
Vincennes racecourse 1n Paris on 
aturday. ‘ 
saith “three men in the first six 
England, with 64 points, had a margin 
of 20 over the holders, France, TUgo: 
slavia taking third place with 129 
and Scotland doing well to finish fifth 
1 eams. 7 
ot ne oe ests of a cross-country 
course, nine miles of loose cinders 
‘prick-hard grassland and pebbly path- 
ways, the English team found the 
artificial obstacles difficult tc 
neg ene was with the leaders for five 
miles, but then, suffering from sore 
feet. he dropped back, removed his 
shoes and continued pare-footed, to 


is th. , 
Anittn half a mile to go Mihaltc 
(Jugoslavia). . who throughout had 
shown fine judgment, came away tc 
win from Frank Sando (England) by 
140 yards in 47min 53sec. Abdallah 
‘(France) was third, Bannon (Scot- 
land) fourth, and Norris and Gray 


(England) fift 


n des leaders 8% 
suivi, sur Sa gauche, de 


de Wattyne (16). 
i jiame kilométre. 


ats 


15) 
‘ vers le six 


ant Theys 
rétrograd 
ar: Seige 


rie (1) mene dev 
grand favori, 


‘eat formé. Pi 
Mihalic. L' Anglais. 


i ie ie: Theys (15), Pirie 
é hit la deuxiéme haie 
pong vara Mihalic (135), Bannon (30). 


om 


. 
Ayant le deuxiéme kilométre, le p 


Van de Wattyne (16), Abdalloh (60), 


A) He gt} 
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PIRIE’S GREAT SIX MILES 


iri ruly great six miles in a field of 
ag caaners to wie the Southern title | sy 
28min. 47.4sec.—a time which beat Spee ‘ 
British, and English records, but still failed oy 
16.8sec. to equal the world figures set up by 
i nn. 
BNO, Oe inly Pirie could have miorione’ 
his time if the field had be ee oo 
competiti more severe. s, th 
Sen ae bolder, bimect & 5 gol 
‘tes champion, seriously presse , 
ay en ose easily shaken off peo hall 
way and finally beaten by nearly 100 yard S. a 
rest of the field was either lapped or : ent a 
lapped. The ease with which Pirie either le 
or strode past his opponents was most impres- 
sive, Peters, it should be added, ran the ee 
miles in a faster time than_when on yen is 
title some few years ago. The con pmons Be 
doubt were fairly good for running, ‘ 
enough underfoot but decidedly ereey. irie, 
of course, had been doing a good deal e — 
country running recently and so was fit for 
major effort, even so early in the season. ; 
Pirie’s times for each_ mile were 
4min. 42.4sec., 4min. 47.6sec., 4min. 45. eee 
4min.  48.2sec., 4min. §2.2sec., an 


4min. 5 1 -2sec. 


Left— 


Gordon Pirie (S. Lon- 
don H.) in the lead, | 
with Alex Olney 
(Thames Valley H.) on { 
his heels during the 
long 7th stage in the 
London-Brighton Re- 
lay. J. Bromley (Bel- 
grave), J. H. Wood 
(Poly) and R. Reid 
(Birchfield) can be seen 

80 yards behind. 


iri ing i southern six- 
D. A. G. Pirie leading in the Sout ix: 
miles championship at the White City 


race 


By ROY MOOR 


1 ORDON PIRIE, the young 
® Coulsdon bank clerk who 

has been chopping chunks off 

records since the track season 

opened, was in yet another 

race thriller yesterday. 

This time was beaten.. 


but not u he had —— 
P thair cagts rith 
Right— spectators Se ndncad } 
5 e excii at 
At the end of the eat i te 
seventh <ctage, Alex 


- 

record-holder 
(Belgium) 
international 


Olney was still on 
Pirie’s heels, both hav- 
ing broker the record 


event 


"i France. F = & a Wed 
i i utes 8 seconds z 
: : : : Reiff w i utes 19.8 se i a eae 
for this stage with a with Pirie r throu ‘hl almost Oar Bi caiey vik Si Pine et reaaie 
time of 2%mins. Ssecs. on the Belgian 5 heels in 6 mi 188 Gaston Rei 0, il false, sur place it gue 
for the istance by Briton. 


HAMES VALLEY HARRIERS, 
combining superb running with 

_ ,clever team work, won the 
third national London - Brighton 
road relay promoted by the ‘“ News 
of the World.” Their time of 3hr 


unhappy w:- 
e first lap. K 
he next and kept it | 
when Reiff a 
(France)  spurted 


pace of 


ms ahead. . r d 
‘Pl fe y 
52min lésec for the 452 miles, run Mi ell timec 
over 10 stages, was outside the The tall m South I Jon 
course record, but is the fastest time srrier went after them. He caught 
‘returned for the national event. Barrie. . ; 
Birchfield and South London, who 


finished second and third respec- 
tively, were also inside the previous 
best for this event, which consists 
of 20 teams from all over Britain 
who have qualified in regional races. 

Undoubtedly the highlight was 
the terrific duel over the seventh 
stage of six miles from Crawley 
to Handcross, between Alec Olney 
(Thames Valley) and Gordon Pirie 
(South London). é 

They took over practically to- 
gether and then fought out yard 
for yard all the long hard way, 
cutting down their rivals one after 

the other, 3 

Showing real Olympic form they 
were both credited with the same 
time of 29min 5sec, which was 13 
seconds better than the record set 
up by Jim Peters (Essex Beagles) 
last October. Peters taking the same 
stage yesterday showed 29min 28sec. 
\_ Earlier over the fourth relay 
|Birchfield’s internationa! Ted Dalton 
had set up a new record with 25min 
43sec for the five miles. which took 
Birchfield into third place, and that 
grand junior champion Peter Driver 
(South London) was 7sec inside the 
old record and only 3sec short of 
Dalton's figures. 

In a race that was one of the most 
exciting on record we saw much 
great running particularly from 
such well known performers as 
Frank Sando (Aylesford) and Poly- 


ahninto. Aa 


i ice . yer-Up to 
Mimoun twice runner-up 
Zatopek. in Olympic _ finals jast 
year, and then tore still faster in 
chase of the Belgian. = 
= Reiff, however, had_ timed his 
finish Ww though tiring, he had 
finish we tl g : mes 
ist enough strength to keep an 
‘of the fast-gaining Pirie. 


}. Pirie (S.L.H.) being dogged by H. A. Ol 
ir record run oyer the 7th re 


coy | RS atteeei ie ac 
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PIRIE’S FINE 3 
MILES AT 
WHITE CITY 


SURREY FACE HARD 
TASK TO-DAY 


BY A SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 

If the opening day’s pro- 
gramme of the News of the World 
sponsored British Games at 
the White City on Saturday 


nite City .. 
_mile international race at Liens uimoun 


(Britain), S ay tn oes Chataway 


hey go at the start of the two 


eeks-Pearson, Green . 
per Phan seortel Pianck ‘Denmark), Morgan, 


scarcely fulfilled the expecta- 
tions of the 20,000 people present 
it certainly was not the fault of 


the age athletes who took part PIRIE (Ricut) and Sando battling 
Boe e Counties Athletic Union out the three miles at the White 
ampionships. _ : City on Saturday. 

The four special international — 
events—involving athletes from, 
France, Belgium, Holland and Den- 
mark—proved far less exciting than 
the county races; even the mile 
disclosed tne relative weakness, of! 
the Continental opposition rather 
than R. G. Bannister’s excellence. 

But it was the inter-county three 
miles, won by Gordon Pirie, which 
provided the highlight of the after- 
noon 

W. Hesketh set the pace for a couple 
of laps before Pirie went out in front. 
but F. Sando stuck to him like a 
leech, and for lap after lap, well ahead 
of the rest, this pair of young 
runners sped along. 

Not unti! 400 yards from the finish 
was Pirie eole to gain any real ad- 
vantage, and even then Sando was by 
no means finished. But Pirie eventu- 
ally drew away to win in the excel- 
lent time of 13min 46sec—only 1.2sec 
outside his British record. Sando was 
two seconds slower in running his 
fastest three miles to date. 


‘ 


ORDON PIRIE, the long, lean 


vurrey bank clerk, whose 


near-record three miles brightened the stands before returning to the dress- 


ing room, 


first day of the British Games, _Pirie was entitled to feel a little dis- 
did a five-mile training run yester- appalled. that he had so_ narrowly 


missed aking his own British record 


: in preparation for the great of 13m. 44.8s. , Four things prevented it. 
international two-mile race at the First Pirie had to shout to officials ask- 


White City, London, today. _ 
After his magnificent 13m, 46s. effort, prospects. <= 


ing tobe informed of the intermediate 
times so that he could assess his record 


‘he would have liked to run a few more 


3 way’'s “itish record of sical 
way’s old Britis 
,laps round the track, to, in his own Sando’s Challenge a 
‘words, “warm down.” True, he had Pirie’s Part 
Gite nae man cee =a taway’s performance was 
bite Chat wasHs onieh gad 06 Man Then, the gallant Frank Sando could — Chae of miraculous. His tim 


who thinks in miles instead of yards, not quite sustain his shoulder to shoul- 
So he trotted round the stadium under der challenge into the final lap. 


7 Pirie then had fo run on — 2 d ; “7 to have 
. jay. He always seemet J 
the outside of two or three ise ae race well in hand, lying handily 
stragglers in the finishing } ee yhird place while Pirie an aa 
straight. | = fought out the issue for lap 4 


‘inally, he almost col- 


(Britain), Hanswy 


elgium), Pirie (Britain)... + 


GORDON PIRIE 
leading from GAS- 
TON REIFF (Bel- 

gium) and C. | 

CHATAWAY in 
the British Games 
two miles race in 
which Ohatawa) 
set up new British 
and English Native 
records with gmin. 


49.6sec. 


i -neaded 
nd here ts red-he 
: Chataway winning the 
~ epent by 35 yards. 


CHATAWAY | 
By H. J. OATEN 


RITISH athletics. scored 8 
B tremendous oa ae 
hite City this afternoon. 
— all thanks to Chris Chataw ay 
and Gordon Pirie, who between| 
them ran the strongest of tore eh 
opposition clean into the ao | 
in a two-miles race in W te 
Chataway, the winner, nce “a 
own British pe ig a a y 

vey than Six S So | 
ay astounding feature of’ 
: wever. 
Heid was “he world record pulses 
for the distance, Gaston Rel ese 
Belgium, and the double Si ad 
medallist at the Helsinki Olympics. 


p to go Reiff had had enough and 


track. Gordon Pirie, 
et this race until ae 
» started his_ finishing oo te 
) yards from the tape. did, his | 
wn best time ever. equalling at-| 


= 


other 
yas only been beaten by two é 
‘men in the world and one ot ne 
Reiff. he was running against 


GORDON 


i lap. , re 7 H jonal rivals, 
* : . A : aa a ’ ubt whatever Two great internano 4 1 
ee Te eee be: cant tha vege whet Chataway PIRIE. (6 miles World ee coed 
ping across the track be. unleashed nis tremendous finish- GASTON REIFF (2 Ga a 2 mules race, 
tween the also-rans to hold i hurst. Pirie just had BO} polder) in the British. Games, 
the tape ; meer ss ne Whitsuntide, 1953. 


Nevertheless, he had played his 
part nobly in this Britis? | 
triumph as a pace-setter. In eit i 
the speed at the beginning a ; | 
race was fantastic. the | firs 
three- quarters of a mile gts 
covered in faster time than_Ban- 


ay. 3 

oa aie's time at 14_ miles. 6min. 
53.9sec.. was a new English native 
record. It was astonishing to sce 
the way in which Chataway fin- 
ished. He flashed past Pirie like a 
sprinter. almost before one pet 
realise it. Coming round the beng 
into the straight. he looked pac 
+o eee where Pirie was and as he 
5 © . ~~ ry = =e manly es 


— 


N 


PRIDE OF PLACE™ = 
| AGAIN GOES To 


> POR:HIS MAGNIFICENT. . 
 BMILes.. 
“BRITISH ALL- COMERS 
RECORD ON SATURDAY 


WORKING IN A BANK 
HE IS USED To FIGURES 


BOT HIS NBovs. Bz secs. 
POES Hi REAL CREDIT! 

ONLY ONE OTHER MAN'S 

BALANCE /s BETTER ~ 


f 
PIRIE RUNS 
OVERIOOMNES 
A WEEK IN 
TRAINING, SO 
JF HE HAS A 
MGHT OUT AT . 
THE PICTURES 


PIRIE MAKES IT 


By CYRIL FOSTER 


—he wasn't even panting—that I 
am convinced he can beat Gundar 
Haegg’s world record, which is 
only 9.4sec. faster. 

Seven minutes before his race 
Pirie nad half an hour’s non- 
ston running round the streets 
adioining the’ stadium to get 
warmed up! , 

The young Coulsdon bank clerk 
made all his own running in the 
race until the last mile, when he 
started lapping the field. Then 
he used his opponents as pace- 
makers, overhauling them as fast 
as he -could in his bid to set up 
the new British figures. ‘ 

His mile time was 4min. 28sec., 
and for two miles 9min. 7sec. “I 
was agreeably surprised the race 
was so fast,” said Pirie. ‘It didn’t 
seem like it as I ran” 

Pirie had well over half a lap to 
spare from the second man, J. 
Braughton, of Blackheath, who 
clocked 14min. 23.8sec. 

Olympic runner Frank Sando 
missed the three miles race to 
concentrate on the mile. If not 
quite so convincing as Pirie, Sando 
none the less put up a good per- 
formance, winning in 4min. 16.2sec. 


| 
Pirie was so fresh after the race _ 
| 


~ 
i Cu THaert bi xa uA ( Le Pio Sit? 


GUNPAR HAEGG'S WORLD RECORD /3Ms. 32-4 5ECS. 


wes 


HE MUST SPEND i aes Oe 
M/S TIME RUNNING UP AND DOWN THE: GANG Waytul 


A HABIT! | 


yet again 22-year-old Gordon Pirie has smashed the British 
| all-comers three-mile: record in winning the South of 
England title at the White City yesterday, he turned in a time 
of 13 minutes 41.8 seconds which took another three seconds off 
the British best he set up on the same track a year ago. 


GORDON PIRIE 


. yort vas Gordon 
No less praiseworthy was n 
Pirle’s British and Empire recare 
breaking 3 miles run oF ipa 
41.8sec, in the South ue 
championships at White City. — 
He has to be only g.dsec. fase ye 
equal the world record. nad r42. 
Gundar Haegg, of Sweden, 
His target 
——— 


can be faster 


immediate target is ine — 
national championship 
City three weeks hence. 


‘rie is confident he 
on Saturday, 


ja distance in 4min. 18.6sec. 


THE MAYOR OF CROYDON, Ald. S. 


iri Coulsdon, the new world six m 
fag pee Albert Road sports arena on 
Mayor presenting Pirie with th 


in the . Surrey championships. 


7 performance. 


7 j ye s- th Mile 
The outstanding event was the One ‘ 
in which D. A. G. Pirie, who had to contend 


i i ri ister eX- 
with an even gustier wind than Banniste! , 
inde did well to win by 


ienced over a lap less, wW f 
e distanc t Pirie had a faster 


mile than that to his credit, but, as evidence of 
what he is likely to do over the longer ee 
in the near future, Saturday's race provided 
another study in modern training methods. 
Pirie, to be sure, unlike Bannister, was esate 
some highly useful points for his club, the 


South London Harriers. 


e Sir Harry Barcel 


: Bre ‘5 i3 
has been awarded in recognition of his gee 


SURREY CHAMPIONSHIPS 


yeral notable performances in. the 
Bey he senior championships agente 
at Motspur Park on Saturday the paar e 
by D. A. G. Pirie (South London. ) an 
‘asain, 54.2sec. was exceptional. fs meee 
his own pace from the first lap, ane is 
lowered the county record, made by him 


last year, by no less than 13sec. | _ 


ock, met Gordon 
ile record holder, at the open- 


Wednesday. ! 
; ay trophy, which he 
54.2-sec. three mile 


Here is the 


best senior 


_G. Pirie proved in a 
ae by fully 150 yards 


In the Two Miles 
ative record time of 8min. 


class of his own, 
= the English 1 


a mile time was very oe 
4min 21sec. At 1h miles Ly adn ave 

sut | a new British Tr Bs 
be Po lsrence and finished the two 


3. 5. Pirie, .A.A.A. six miles 
Ree wets the South London H. 
ss club championship at 
ca Park, in 30min 6.8sec. de- 

his brother Peter, with J. 


Lyne third. 


1 


— 


ey 


if 
I 


a 


it “ 2 \ pees 
U (OH 8 KILOS \ Pet /s 


atres que notre recordman Alain Mimoun 4 enievé dans 
e devant Mimoun, Theys et Reiff. 


Mercredi soir, & Bruxelles, s'est déroule un tres grand 5.000 
temps de 14’ 8” 4/10. Apres 600 m. de course, le long Britannique Pirie men 


race 


| From a Special Correspondent 


| BRUSSELS, Wednesday. 
~ORDON PIRIE, British 
\ record-holder, was beaten 
| into third place in one of the 
| most gripping 5,000 metres 
| races ever run in Belgium. 


| For 4,000 metres Pirie set a tre- 
| mendous pace. Then he was chal- 
lenged for the lead by Gaston 


Reiff. 

Pitie refused to give way to the 
Belgian champion, but 4 jap later 
| Reiff challenged again and got the 
‘ead to open a gap of nearly 
| 40 yards. The Couisdon bank clerk 
Panes him hard. Ana so did Alain 
Mimoun, of France. 


Three victories 


The Frenchman caught Reiff 
\the last lap < a a furlong fr 
nome went peli-metl into the lead. 
\ He was hoth pursued by both 
| Reiff and P , but there was 
| catching Mimoun in this tremend 
| form, and he returned Europe's 
fastest time for the aistance ths 
| season—l4min. 8.48ec. 
| Reift took second place with Apres varrivée, Mimoun do 
| 14-15.6 and Pirie 14-18.8. pirie, avi & contribué & 1” réussite a’ 


nne accolade a Gordon 
mn bel axploit. 


Le 5.000 3 Pi 
, : Pirie, dor Z 
suit aiséme . dont le visage t 
nt 7 est c a ek 
en observant ses uvees Feat est toujours en tete @ 
J elge They = ch tete avec Gaston Rei 
iff et Alain Mi 
i moun, gui 


s, victime d’ 
une chute, a été décramponné peu avant 


Gordon Pirie 
smashes 
world 

record 


By ROY MOOR 
ORDON PIRIE, the 22- 
year-old Coulsdon 
bank clerk, last. night 
achieved his greatest am- 
bition—to join the world 
record-holders for track 

running. 

In winning the six miles at 
the A.A.A. national champion- 


RED GREEN 


i i > 3 les from F 
leading in the 35 mi 


N EYRE running thi 


(South London H.) 


GORDON PIRTE ee chfield H.). with LE 


y—Gordon Pirie ‘ 


from the White ae ce weed? 
ships at the White City,"London. cs, winning the *y ht the x 
he clocked the fantastic time of ht) stylishly throwens 
28min. 19.4sec. 


That was 11,4 seconds, or the 
equivalent of over 59 yards 
faster than has ever been run 


in the world before, 

When Pirie went to the st: 
point for his race the world . 
cord stood at 28min. 30.8sec. to th 
Finn, Viljo Heino. 

It was soon evident that 
figures were not likely to 
the night as Pivie tore into 

Right from the gun he r. 
the lead) Frank Sando took 
him at 300 yards, b scon 
Pirie in front again, 


Merciless pace 


He reached the fir 
42.2sec. with only Ian 
land near to worry 

Binnie put in sore 
Pirie’s behalf over 


“Perfect,” says Sir Adolphe Abrahams as he 
tests Gordon Pirie’s pulse rate after last night's 


world record six miles race at the White City. 


‘By JOE BINKS, 
= game sik 
i ria figures for 5! 
WING his wor gures JF 
Cen pitie completed en we a ne 
Seti the White City, Lon omen 
Snips asec a championship oy 
13min fore. and six mile do iple 
3 narits ver been gained before in the; 
this y ¢ meetin on 
nistory OF gis vredete , meen 
i second in 13- » als 
¥ finished secone } a ew 
3 champions co - 
‘ aj a Sydney Wooderson 


revious day 
» previous Gay 
a4. Champion 
“tnree miles in 


won tne 


e in 4min, 
nie of Scot- 


ven 


miles for the keenness * years ago. . a bac 
fight aw nt past  ” When he finjshe left foot. 
the two miles in 9min, and blistered big fis six-mile run—the | 
the three m in 14min ' a legacy of Wis | said confidentty = 

The latter time sec. remarkable ek, the, world recorc 
slower than Sydne 1's Be 


“T think TU 
_this season. 
great agony. 


on n.” ook the 
enensens pace. Soon’he t 


r first mile © 
and ran_ the nh 
= ah 93.4sec and the second it 
—fantastic running. - ss 
; Only Freddie Green ude 
him now, and with two ia 
Green tried to pass.sn8 _ 
revelled in this and pi he a 
amazing pace, draw ing 3 ig! mH 
to win easily, but he i 
tired. 


His time was a 
British record although | 
Southern A A.A. 
41.8sec in June a 


ised me! 
championship record three miles: 

Binnie found he ¢ donot con- 
tinue at such a merciless pace. By, 
this time, however, Pirie was lapping 


The blister cat 
: waded on 


the field and therefore able to use 
his opponents as pace-makers, 


past the four miles for 
sh native record of 18min. 
ec. and also for a five miles 
native record of 3 
Pirie had only to m 
to be certain of c¢] 
figures, 

But Pivie, aware 
the 


» the present 
de t s his 


Gordon Pirie breaks the tape after his recorc 
smashing six miles last night. 


nee SIX | MILES.---FINAL ; Such running in a bot ; ‘S 
So he steppec snolder): @ matter of hours after Di 
faster over the lz oR 


1 . Hi yething 
] 4 J Peters Cag Ss E poet gee 
cord a time tha 


Hesketh (Manchester) : ‘understand. - ie the 
the great Emi] Zz : 8 . rid Freddie Gugen pon 
ie wee se, rs, British Nati . Engl of his life, andthe nex 
sur ieony ¥ 14-2.8, Rar 
i my ot cial lip records, 14-2.0, Bin a 
It was Pirie’s Shad Maynard 14-8.8, rep! 
another 376 yar { ee vGaning for Bri 
beating Zatonek’s Hd EUAR 
10,000 metres, 


regulations would not perm 


Now for 3 miles 


around 
10,000 


world’s 


after 
those 


morrow. 
Pirie won 
ters of a lap 
beat the prev 
the stance 
47.2sec 
Sec 


‘Gordon Pirie,*taking a rest. at his Coulsdon home yester- 
Aav hadAldine tha Daraw T gig 5 oe oe Se heer 


Galloping Gordon 
just puff puffs 
to more records 


OUGLAS ALISTAIR GORDON PIRIE 
divides his time between totting up 
figures at a Coulsdon, Surrey, 
and shattering record figures on the athletic, but... 


running track. 


On Saturday he added to 
his record round-up his 
latest collector’s piece, a four 
minutes 11 seconds mile—a 
new low for the Inter-Banks 
Championsnip. 

At twenty-two he cannot 
remember h:s record total with- 
out looking at his log book. 
And, dash the fellow, he was 
not even out of breath after 
this newest pace piece. 

He had a jolly sight more 
breath than I had after he had 
earnestly announced that he 
intended to break the world 
three-mile record at White City, 
London, on August 1. 

Oh! And as a warm-up he 
will take in e Irish: four-mile 
record next Friday. 


PEERLESS 


This souncs a brash, cocksure 
conversation “intil you appreciate 
the earnestness of this peerless 
Pirie. He was just being factual. 

Before he sarank the six-mile 
world record own to 28mins. 
19.4secs . e-. ; this month, 
Galloping G on said he would 
do that very ng. 


He is so cere, this 6ft. Qins., 
restless rur who weighs in at 
9st. 12lb r in training can 
lose 4lb. in cne spell. 

In fact 2 looks distinctly 


unathletic. But there is some- 
thing compé:: g about those 
bright, bird-i.ke eyes and the 
tight line of ais mouth. 

To me he 
Puff Pirie, 
of. blowing 
cornet play 
Pirie says it 
with easier »> 

That. is cal of Pirie, the 
Scot who was born in Leeds. He 
can analyse everything he does, 
almost like Pirie the runner being 
Probed by Pir:e the scientist. 

Hair was <t20 long, he decided. 
Had a crew cut. British track 
shoes with their six spikes 
checked his <7ack ressing stride. 
Has just re ‘t his shoes on the 
German p 


TOUGHER STILL 


Reckoned 
from Ger 


be Puff- 
his weird system 
cheeks out like a 
for every breath, 
s something to do 
athing. 


of four spikes. 


e training schedule 
Olympic coach 
Waldemar schler lacked the 
ruthless dr iat wrings records 
out of falter::z, protesting bodies. 


Worked out @ more gruelling , 


programme. 

The Pir pin-up picture 
shows the mpic victory finish 
of Emil Zatopek, a face full of 
agony telling the stark, frighten- 
ing story of at the final 
pitch of exh: 

Said Pirie : 
have to give 
a little more 
I could only 


istion. 

“Just look! You 

ling and find 
it lovely ?” 


Then P ‘reams only of 
running : : i 
anyone on earth, loped off to 
prepare for more and _ more 
records. 

At home trie is not just a 


tough trackman. His mother 
knows him 4s a cheerful lad who 
can relax plenty, eat plenty, and 
just loves to sleep. . 


| PIRIE’S PERSONAL 


GORDON PIRIE 
bank He doesn't look 


“| MILE RECORD ~ 


J : er ry se ho ce 
At: Motspur Park yesterday 
Gordon. -Pirie broké, another 
~ record—his personal one-mile 
- record. °°"In -the’inter-Banks’ 
. mesting, ‘he. returned 4min. 
“ 41sec. against his previous best 
of 4min. 15.8sec.. » < 


Heavy 


oo cok BS 
- yoisa 28 ae 33 

2 PEUMURPHY! 

a Wigs Othe college 
Ame oe ay went the slim 
A. G, Pirie, England's 


F runner, step- 
greatest long distee ish athletic 


figure 
| dgures th seconds. crowd, of aD 


\ whi usec 0 
which het, necting, was havin 


| i 5 nd 
: inevitable .effect, @ 
Le anti bag er at the fi 


hose legs wer 
of a gallant attempt. 


His time of 18 = 
's Jrish rec ‘ 

oa peu himself was the Pat 
satished man after trvite 3 ia 
for the ‘world record only 

beaten ; hy the elements. a ia 
A beautiful stylist, gee oe 
pactly puilt pank cler rings 19 tus. 


@ eas2 and grace 
cgay who waren ni sce 
|rnytam, ‘stamina. an Mec 
result of two hours. y 
{ practice.-. autem = 
ais ia: ger phon Donally 
; Of yecBeco Bap behind the 
\well to pecsecond asap” enind ade 


‘winner afte ies had , dropped out 


the earveavat the, end of tsvo miles: 
REILEY’S FANE: JUMP 
O’REILEY’S FANE pete a 


S ity ‘ 
was rather, & ee tely over- 
eftort should” nave’ complere yy M. 


i shadowed the 
\'‘>'Reilly who, topped. by 
Ene of the outstan 


OS The Liova’s Baitk: telay team an 
reat milei for fter 
Ie : vighed last of four, the 


“jeg” had finish 


were soot ui 

peatind eetha “and Score a 

highly popular victory. 
In cycling on a eg 

the palm went to... 

the Three Miles U aed 

i" land with a perfectly jude’ 
of ort which carried him to the it 

at the one place ite 

py _ half = lengt 

McCormack. 

EVENTS IN DETAIL 2a 

i itati Scratch--D. A. \- 

Miles Invitation tehe D. sndon 

pine Lloyds Band A.C, and 1 aed 


Bie ta; s. Kennelly 
1g mins. 57 secs. 


Is not known by his first two Christian 
Alastair. 


Was born in Leeds in 1931. 

Is a six-footer with brown eyes and hair. 
Is a world record-breaker. 

Has been called “‘brash”’ and “‘cocksure.” 
Served in the R.A.F., lives in Surrey. 


Britain’s Fakir of the Track 
by Neil Allen. 


In the future when some writer is attempting to record sre 
history of track and field one of the names which he will consid 
including among the immortals of our sport may well be that o2 
Gordon Pirie, It may be that by then his claim to fame will be 
two-fold, Not only as a breaker of records but as a breaker o7 
traditions. For, to the athletes of Britain,the novel aspects of 
Pirie's training and style are as intriguing as his brilliant 
performances. It is gradually being realised that here is soneae 
with a different approach to success in running. What this app 
roach is, has not as yet been clearly defined. To find out,the 
writer went down to Tooting Bec track on a clear Sunday morning 
recently. 

Pirie arrived at 10.30 and after a short talk with Lennart 
Strandberg, co-holder of the European 100 metres record who was 
on a Press visit to England, got ready for the morning's work, 
Cver @ running vest and shorts he wore a white sweater, @ green 
water-proof German wind-jacket and track-suit trousers, On his 
feet he had woollen socks & @ pair of thick-soled Canadian gaz 
shoes. Then we went out for his warm-up on Tooting Common. As 
consists of an hour of slow running over grass and gravel inte 
spersed by an occasional fifty yards of faster tempo by the a-=s 
and legs. But even during these "pattering bursts" we were me: 
travelling faster than the speed of a 70 sec. 440. The elbows 
were kept in close against the sides & the arms moving across =e 
chest thus tending to produce the characteristic head-roll. 


names, Douglas 


Y 


“The strongest heart | 


ve 
found in a sportsman,” 
\ declares Dr. Hans Reindell, 
._. German researcher. 


om oredr TRravGre er,Gordon Pirie 


and Dr.H.Reindell whose treadmill was pounded to insensiblity. 

’ proce 

& medieval torture. For instance he would walk over to a piece of 
sloping ground & balance on one leg with only tne cushion of the fot 
under the toes. He would then hop four hundred times on each leg 
(reminiscent of the great Tajima - 52! 5"% - who is believed to have 
indulged in sessions of a thousands skips to prepare himself for 
triple jumping. Ed.). Another favourite Pirie exercise in 1952,(he 
has stopped weight-training now)was to carry 70lbs on his back & in 
the full knee position do 200 jumps. As a result of this type of 


repetitive exercising, Pirie's stomach is as hard as ifa flat teak 


Gordon explained that in his opinion one of the major aultqboari were lying just under the skin. 


of many distance runners was a proneness to bound too high into 
the air and to let their arms go too far forward, wasting enerzy. 
His mich more compact style (he cited the fast-stepping, bustling 
Freddie Green - 13:46.0, 8:53.0, 4:08.8 - as a good example -:= 
conomic running) resulted in no waste in knee lift and in tre 
whole of the body being under very close control, ready at any 
moment for a tactical burst. My mind went back to the shuffling 
little Algerian Alain Mimoun padding round the White City track 
to win the 6 miles so easily against Britain. 

While we ran Pirie talked of the things he has learnt ir 
the 12 years that he has been running. He had leamt much about 
the value of a long, steady warmup from Mimoun while Willex 
Slykhuis(3:43.8, 8:08.8, 14:14.0) had first suggested the idea 


dozen runs over longer distances (say 6x1500 metres)for the repe 
ion of short sprint distances. "Last year", says Gordon," I was 
training so hard that I didn't allow myself enough consideration for 
racing. As a result I didn't run very well in the 01} ics. But now 
this long-term policy is beginning to pay. This year my whole sessim 
lastsso mch longer that I go to bed at about 10 - - half an hour 
later than in 1952. I set home between 5.30 & 6.00 & then run for 3 
hours before eating at about 9.15." 

He usually trains either at Croydon or on the Tooting Bec track. 
The cinder track at his home is unfortunately very uneven(there is a 


° 


+34 
tit- 


of short pattering bursts. Coach Woldemar Gerschler had felt <nat drop of 8 inches) & it is difficult to run laps faster than FOsecs. 


anything less than an hour of warming-up was insufficent to acc- 
ustom the heart to running long distances. Before the Birchfield 
4 miles record the warm-up had been for 65 minutes. 

I noticed a ruthless afherence to a fixed timetable. 
left the dressing-room at 10.48. We arrived back at 11.40 but in 
order to accomplish the ull hour's warmup jogged round for a 
firther eight minutes, The next move was to the track where,efcer 
some more jogging sweat clothes were discarded & spikes put 
The schedule for the day: 4 x 1200 metres or rather 4 x 3 mile at 
about 3:20.0-3:22.0 speed with 12 minutes jogging in between, 
wearing a sweater. Though he had only got home the night before 
1.30 after being guest 


We 


t of honour at Middlesex Ladies A.C. 
dinner,Gordon found he could manage six 


time trials. He usuaily 

finds he can do a little more than Gerschler's program whic® 
really represents the minimum work he allows himself to do. 
Selow I list the results of his six runs. The 4th was partially 
spoilt by the fact that he was given the wrong lap time. 
lap. lst trial 2nd trial 3rd trial 4th trial 5th trial 6t: =H 
1 60.8 63.8 66.0 65.1 66.5 67.9 
2 67.0 67.0 67.8 68.0 68.5 63.5 
Bb) 65.9 69.1 65.0 67-4 67.0 67.7 
Total 3:13.7 32:19.:9 3:18.8 3: 20.5 3: 22.0 3:24.65 

Pirie felt tired at the start, picked up on the 3rd trial 


but said his legs felt numb on the Sth. His very first lap was 
most impressive example of an irrepressible joie de vivre «A 
the end of the 6thtrial he finished strongly & then jogged a 1a 
in bare feet on the grass,revelling in this comparative comfort. 
We jogged for another fifteen minutes until the Tooting clock 
read 1.48. The required three hours were over. 

Gordon went straight over to the snack bar where he drenk 


a pint & a half of milk laced with 2 half pint bottles of pine- 
ipple juice, Then back to the changing-room for a long drink of 
water & shower. Pirie would occasionally exclaim "Here's anot 


but the surrounding countryside is very suitable for running. While 
staying at Freibourg with Gerschler, Pirie spent a lot of tine off 
the track (though he had to run 20 x 200metres in under 28 secs. 
one occasion). He took a very exhausting I.Q. t2s 
lists of figures which ell Gerschler's protégés have 
managed to break the previous record held by Barthe 
tions were tested at various speeds on a bicycling ™ 
Kurt Reindell the resident lecturer in physiology at the 
Finally Gordon was told to gc as fast as he could for as lons 
could. Eventually, after 14 minutes, soaked in sweat, 
'eycling. Dr. Reindell stepped forward, amazement on his 
richt, stop !",he exclaimed,"we're not getting anywhere!". 


on 


2 


he 
Pirie was stil 


as 


face"All 


TRIE'S PLANS POR THE FUTURE. 

The British champions plans for the future are clear-cut. his 
aim is to win the 5,000 & 10,000 metres at Berne. To succeed re feely 
he mst run 28:50.0 & 13:50.0. 
forward enough - get out in front & stay there. But 
will run a carefully planned taetical race & he may not atte to 
lead until the last three laps. Pirie is a great believer in a dis- 
tance runner making the final effort over the last 800m. instead of 
the final 300."The last lap but one is the tine when your opponent 
is relaxing, preparing himself for the final drive. It is the time tc 
jump him as he is not nentally primed for a struggle". ; we 

During the early season races will be over 880 & mile.Gerschler 
& Gordon will run only in the mile at Van- 


cain 


in the 


apt 


has made 1:51.0 the target : jl 
-couver. He will defend both his AAA titles & then on to Bem . He 
WILL run cross-country but only twice — the Surrey & Inter-Banks. 

4 minute mile is,of course, in his mind but he does not yet think 


Th a 


can do it. He believes he would have to do the lst lap in 57.0.1f 
is programme permits he might run against Bannister in late rig 

“In 1956, Reindell says Pirie should run 13:44.0 & 292 40.0: If 
the enthusiasm I witnessed last month at Tooting continues, I have 
no doubt that these fantastic times will be done at Melbourne. 


& 


Pirie Will Do It 

Only 25 minutes later the crowd 
were shouting for another 
world record with Gordon Pirie 
loping. round the track in the 
three miles during the match 
against France. 


For the first three laps he kept 
within his target of breaking 
the Swede Gundar Haegg’s time, 

ai put then the ogposition began 

to fall away, and he was Jett to 
battle alone over the critical 

5 second mile am? began to drop 
behind the stop watch. 
hen he began the third mile he 

bigot 3.2 seconds behind the lap 
times needed to break Haege’s 
record. A gallant-effort to 3ive 
Britain a second world record 
jin an hour ended in his missing 
it by four seconds. ah 

But he beat a number of other 
times, including his own 

_ British all-comers’ record by 
5.4sec. | 

There is little | 
will break this 


doubt that Pirie 
record eventu- 


2 ally, as he has crept nearer 
* every time he has run the three 
* miles. a ae 
a To gauge the strength of his time 
e of 13min. 36.4sec. it must be 
{ remembered that only three 
- men in the world had beaten 
14min. before the war and not 


one British athlete, 


TROIS MILES. — Pirie, suiyi de Green, 


sous I‘ceil sombre et méditatif de Mimoun. 
A. G 
M 


Miles: D. 


three 's 
“ (GB. 23 


sen va vers la victoire dans ce 3 miles, 


Gordon Pirie alkaa jo uhkailla Haggin maailmanenniitysta, sil- 
14 hiin juoksi Englanti—Ranska yleisurheiluottelussa 3 miailia 
aikaan 13.36,4, miki on myés uusi Britannian enniitys. Seuraavi- 
na ovat oheisessa kuvassa F, Green, M. Abdel Krim ja R. Mahatt 


« Ah! si javais couru! » 


yisie (RR. US 


——— 


= PIRIE’S JUDGMENT 


ANOTHER PIRIE Lawrenz set the time for the first quarter, = —_——— ee ee 


61sec., and for the half, 2min. 4.4sec., at which 

TRIU MPH stage the order had changed only to the extent 

: of: Santee moving up sharply in front of; 
ates 


| 


Ericsson. One can at least claim to have} 


noted that Pirie was running with admirable 


A THRILLING MILE ease and, for him, rare restraint, in the fourth 


‘ position. ; 
FROM OUR ATHLETICS CORRESPONDENT |” Jn the course of the third lap Pirie added 


A dramatic surprise awaited the 40,000. considerably to the excitement by moving up 
d he Whit in front of Nankeville, Chataway and Law- —— oe 
people who had assembled at the ite enz, but Santee and Ericsson went with him 


City on Saturday to witness the British and, although Pirie led at the bell in 3min. 


8.4sec., the spectators—unless there were any 
Games and, above all else, see what would with inside information—still regarded his 


happen in the international invitation gfort as more of a gesture than a serious + 
mile. In it, even without such men aS challenge to the reputations of Santee and 
Bannister, Barthel, Lueg, and Landy, there Ericsson, not to mention the others. Leaving 


was a field of some distinction. Santee, the straight for the bend leading to the back; 
> stretch, the pace quickened into a dash and 


of America, and Ericcson, of Sweden not only Santee but Nankeville and Ericsson 
obviously were outstanding. Nankeville Went after Pirie. Unfortunately, the dash 
and Chataway recently had helped to set brought about a collision between Nankeville 
up new world figures in a relay. Then, and the Swede, who, as it turned out, was 
of course, there was D. A. G.., Pirie. gchar for something vaguely described 
: ; 5 as an infringement. 

indulging in what most people thought Nankeville regained his balance and con-} 
was little more than a sporting experiment. tinued his challenge of the leaders, but it was 
Yet it was: Pirie who won, and in the Santee who passed Pirie so swiftly that again 
manner of achampion. His time of 4min. one grossly underestimated Pirie’s capacity as 


: : : a miler. Pirie, in fact, fought back at once, 
chee made pan the third fastest and so well and with such determination 
ritish miler on Tecore. that, although Santee was clearly in front at 
The afternoon was beautifully fine, but a the final bend, there still were no signs of him 
southerly wind blew up the track not only in shaking off the pursuit completely. Indeed, 
the faces of the sprinters and hurdlers but amid a roar of cheering, Pirie overhauled a 
of the milers’ and half-milers as they raced swerving Santee about 50 yards from the tape 
up the straight on the western side of the and stayed on to beat him by three yards. 
stadium. These conditions prevented the Nankeville was given the third place, a further 
15 yards behind. Santee accepted his surpris- 
ing defeat handsomely, and Pirie was given an 
ovation which ended only when the television 


cameramen cornered him. 


peor nena 


| A White City (de triste meémoire) se sont déroulés samedi les « British 
PIRIE | A A L Games ». Voici unm passage du « mile » enlevé magistralement par le 
7 * jeune Anglais Gordon Pirie, dans le temps excellent de 4’ 6% 8/10. 
Pirie fut felicité apres sa victoire par le fameux Suédois Gundar Haegg. Sur notre photo, dans l’ordre : 


Lawrenz, Chataway. Nankeville, Pirie (39), Ericsson,. et le célebre miller. américain Wess Sante. 


Gordon Pirie (left) wearing 

his Helsinki Olympic sweater, 

meets Gundar Haegg, former 

Swedish miler, who has come 

nearer than any other runner to 

Pirie’s new objective, the four- 
minute mile. 


5) + AER 


¢ 


This was the finish of a _sensa~ 
tional race... Britain’s Gordon 
Pirie, in his first all-star’ mile, 
beats America’s Wes Santee, to 
win in 4min. 6.8sec. as the White 
City crowd roars its joy. 


peda 


D. A. G. Pirie winning the international mile 
at the White City in 4min, 6.8sec. 


setting up of any track records, but they could 
not prevent Pirie from adding to his recent} 
triumphs in the three and six miles a still 
more remarkable victory in a vastly different 
kind of event. Pirie, admittedly, had dabbled 
in the mile before and achieved the excellent} 
time of 4min. Ilsec. on one occasion. But 
who would have thought him capable of! 
running an almost model mile in such a field,! 
or of cutting his own best time by 
such a margin in the process 9 His last Jap 
was not the least astonishing part of the 
performance. 

iH The excitement could be felt and heard 
when the event was announced. The great, 
Whitfield—another experimentalist—-had with- 
drawn to run in the 880 yards, and TJaipale, a 
Finn, was also an absentee, but a field of 
six was ample. Lawrenz, 4 comparatively 
unknown German, set the pace, followed by 
Chataway, Nankeville, Pirie, Ericsson, and 
Santee, the last two lying so far back as to 
convey an impression almost of indifference 
\ to the opposition. Admittedly, both had times 
to their credit which seemed to warrant the 
confidence, but the tactics proved disastrous 
in the end. 


| 
| 
| 


 PIRIE LOWERS A 
TRACK. RECORD | 


Bercen, Norway, Tuesday. — 
Gordon Pir British holder of 
world six-m record, beat the tr 
‘record here tonight when he ea 
‘won the 1,500 metres in Sr 
53.4sec. 


1500 m. lop. 


OSLO, Tuesday.—Gordon | 
Pirie, 22-year-old bank 
clerk who is now Britain’s 
wonder runner, said to- ie 
night that he and Belgian 
Franz Herman “fixed” a 
race between them. 


It was an angry Pirie who I iri 
finished the 3,000 metres in 1) Gorden Tire, Se eee 
Oslo ten yards behind | 2) John Midtbo, Tjalve 4.01.6 
Herman. 3) Mike Firth, SLH 4.01.8 
For Pirie was taught a lesson 4) Per Stromsnes, Viking 4.11.4 
in finishing by, the 23-year-old 5) Jare Stoland, Gular 4,13.6 
elgian : 
& pe terrific ice oe the ‘at 30 eo Boy dengan, me ee 
BEAVIEY LADEN ith of the 3,218 yards. iy eenny Prin ty GLE e170 
- HEAY N with ruck- ) Kare Ness, Norrgna 4.18.0 
a a ee sing 5 ee | So slow : 9) Norman Jondal, Gular 4.19.0 
ld bank clerk who did the Their ee ya nee — GORDON PI . ee seas 
tile in 4 minutes 6.8 seconds at ; . many of the crowd called the 3 RIE. (til venstre) bryter mdlsnoren let 
ein ae aay race @ ockery. Herman i : en itegt op Uanstriigt 
wxe Rg Begg ht oe ae <a Fe , nap etter en unnerlia 1500 meter. Til hoyre er det kamp om meterne ved inn- 
Norway. He travelled with the 8mins. wee eee has 
South London Harriers and ee ee wae Laer in 
Pizie’s vacation will include four 8mins. 6.6secs. 
long-distance races. Afterwards Pirie threw his 
running clothes on the floor of 


the changing room in a rage | 
° and said : “ Yes, I’m angry. Not 
_ because I lost, but with the 
| Norwegian promoters. 
| “The race should never have 
been run. Neither Herman nor 
I wanted it. 

“T have to run for England 
in our toughest match of the 
year in Berlin on Saturday, and 
Herman has to show the flag 
behind the Iron Curtain in 
Rumania the same day. It is 
only four days off. 


‘ ® b 
Pipped 

“The Norwegians insisted on 
us turning out. They said they 
would lose £500 if we dis- 
appointed the crowd today. 

“What could we do? But 
before the start Herman and I 
agreed to run slowly. He pipped 
me With his quarter-miler finish- 
ing burst in the home straight. 

Herman confirmed Pirie’s 
version. He said: * Gordon and 


1s wo six-ir record 
From RALPH HEWINS: Odda (Norway), Sunday | _ tonight: won over 800 metres 
RON man Gordon Pirie is at it again. The 22-year-old | He was a member of a South 
| ,ondon Harriers team which gained 

industrial town when he made his own pace to clock a 

3 minutes 53.2 seconds for 1,500 metres. Pirie won, without undue effort, | 

again in U London H third i i 
ning catching a sec. a 


7 e e e , 
{ fad a 
PIRIE CLIPS RECORD, Now Pirie wins| 
KEEPS ON GOING a 
| Osito, Monday. — Gordo Pirie, 
in nin, Sesec. 
| Coulsdon (Surrey) bank clerk yesterday clipped 12.2 Al etieaesces i 
n j K yest ‘ ; ; al successes in a meeti 
seconds off the track record in this athletics-minded odden, on oi track er thee 
At 6 a.m. tod e was up | a second from Otto  Soerboe | 
Yeas 30 minutes’ | orway), with Martin Walmsiey 
; motor coa 
ide to Notodden. 


I were forced into a_ position g I 
where we had to stage-manage 9 p.m, t 
the race if we were to do justice “Don't you eve fagged 2" 
to our countries on Saturday.” I asked. “1 must say I ma 


€ 


bit tired now, € 


Se eee doe: This was no test 
for Pirie 


000 metres. Ov the 
VOSS (Western Norway), Fri- 


' 
' 
. { j cs} t » =f 
runner, was 100 yards in the | Ene on com ne Tes 
-—Gordon Pirie. British holder 
world six miles record, and 


lead on the last lap. } ner Frans 
members of the South 


The stars just managed to lbeen beating 
or — and. ae eS \world record holder, Gaston R 
‘ ‘ | Jall this season. th € 
| ondon Harriers-team, won five 
5 at the international 


t s meeting here. 
Pirie had nearly half-a-minute 


FOOTNOTE: The _ race 
provided pure comedy as well 
as hot temper. Because of the 
“go slow” pact, Pirie’s brother 
Peter, just an ordinary club 


Belgium's FRANS H= ' “3900 m.: 1) Frans Herman, { 

& ) 

8.39.4, 2) Gordon Pirie, a 
8.41.6. 3) Joe LaPierre, 


| USA 8.43.2. 4) Peter James Pine, -o spare when winning the 3000 
| England 8.48.4. 5) Johan Brings- i ‘metres in 8min. 11.4sec. from the 
“= Norwegian Viggo Opheim. 


}rud, Notodden 9.12.4. 6) Amund ps 


| Bohn, Simostranda I. L. 9.13.8. 


Now Pirie 


Run or 
swot 


Daily Mail Reporter 
EDWARD GORING” 
Te young bank clerk 
: who is on the way to be- 
coming one of the world’s 
greatest runners, 22-year- 


old Gordon Pirie, returned, 


from a 12-mile trot in the 
noonday heat yesterday 
and said: “Training, 
that’s the thing.” . 


It is also Pirie’s dilemma. For 
the lean, lanky, 6ft. 2in. 
athlete spends all his spare 
time training. 

Each ‘evening he goes home to 
Coulsdon, Surrey, after putting 
away his ledger, and runs 
across the Downs, Last. week he 
covered more than 100 miles. 

But for a successful banking 
career the Institute of Bankers 
examinations lie ahead. needing 
most of his-leisure time for 
study. 

Pir‘e, who has not yet decided 
whether work or play should 
come first, is concentrating at 
present on athletics ratner than 
accountancy. 


MHext—Zatopec 


Holder of the world six-mile re 
cord, he surprised everyone by 

ng internationals in the 
British Games at the White 
Citv Stadium, London. on Sa:- 
urday and winning the mile ‘n 
4min. 68sec 

“IT am disapvointed in one way.’ 
he said yesterday. “I was hop- 
ried to do better than 4min. 
sec.” . 

His.aim now is to catch up on 
champions Zatopek (10,000 
metres) and Gundar Haegg 
(5.000 metres). 

But Gordon's 52-vear-old father 
Mr. Alexander Pirie, is wonder- 
ing about his -son’s future 
Looking wistfully at the trophy 
which he won for cross-country 
running in 1226, he said: “I 
was like Gordon when I was his 
aze 

Mr. Pirie, a former internationa! 
ethtete, president of South Lon- 
don Harriers. whose running 
career has only just ended 
added: 

“T had to choose between sport 
and examinations. I decided on 
sport. Now I wish I had gone 
in for the examinations. Bread 
and butter is important. you 
know ” 


No more miles 


Gorcon 1S too modest to set out 
to break records and is surprised 
wren it happens 

Although on Saturday he :rounced 
sone of the world’s fastest 
milers—including Kansas cow- 
boy Wesley Santee—Pirie does 
not plan to run another mile in 
competition this year. 

Next Friday he leaves with a 
South London Harriers team for 
races in Norway 

He said: “ The nearest I shall get 
to a mile time will be during 
two 1.500-metre events in Nor- 


wav" 


BS 


He just keeps.. 


WITH a neave 

and a ho, 
Pirie hoists up a 
home-made bar- 
bell. 

Training is 
under way for 
something 
which, to Pirie, 
is far more 
important, 
Running. 


He began 
(left) at five ; 
now runs 100 
practice miles a 
week. 


And here (be- 
low) is how he 
looked as he 
won the mile ct 
the White City. 


-.On running 


* 


must choose 


4 


men 


vi lyckades slutlige n fa honom 74 nétmaskorna 


. Hans mal dr varldsrekord . 


Vm not oin 
Any, oe 


arthec . LY 


Entitled 


Gordon Pirie 
Ils Twice 
== Honoured 


’ Or’ : ps 
inltoducing y | Cesavewiich ll = “Evening News” Reporter 
: wy thot ee _ THE A.A.A, announced the fol- 
\GORBON To: morro lowing annual awards to- 


day: To Gordon Pirie (South 
London Harriers)—the C N Jack- 
son Memorial Cup. as the out- 
standing athlete of the year. 
Also the Harvey Memoria! Gold 
Cup, for the best champion of the 
year. for his dual victory in the 
three miles and the six miles 
A.A.A. championships. 


| Mr PIRIE isnt running in if. 


e 
(RE 
clérK— 


had an 
“Xp ? iitment 


with Mr 


ood Pr ri2 at 8 ‘a ee A ~ munces th cet he, ves GORDON PIRIE 
q QO Gipin Bie i. A cr Sidney Wooderson in 1946, 
vdges fe 7A PS o run 2 
J but Mr ad miles was 


Pirie: U.S. tribute 


4.VERY year around this time the 
4.US. awards the Helms World 
Trophy honours. They are given 
to the foremost amateur athletes 
in each of the five continents, 
and will be announced today. 


give you one guess who gets 
the prize for Europe—and you 
will be wrong if you name 
Zatopek. It goes to our own 


ad i Pine not “pon? > /acewrunites 
will & ® leaving ite, 7 E30r™ pie Uf we 
Bank unt hon having bad run 2 
have been Two 
montis late 


/Mr x lak 
PIRIE | 


I] 


Furnero 
All 


| 
Time. 
| 

| 

| 


fo 


Gordon Pirie, for excelling at 
| | | distances from one to six miles. 
oves — His name, will pe engraved on, the 
° _ | eims orld Trophy, whic is 
Funtin 4 5g se = of silver and gold and oft. tall, 
iF ° Wi dow t \Nindow and px eonines a pest ieaee 
: to ad oO the already formidabte 
[ So muc he jogs from i prize collection smothering the 

T am handin out Pirie sideboard at Coulsdon. 
\ : With two world records this year, 
/ Convinced OVerdratTs Pirie’s fame has spread far’ and 


wide, but I think what impressed 
Americans ev more than his 
long runs was his shock defeat 
of their crack miler, Wes Santee, 


That when in / And then 
the Bank’ spends. | 


Le ~ when he visited London last 
~ hi te rest of | August. 
J | |The Helm $ are mace only 
the day j= eich after of 


authorities throughout the world 
have been consulted, and Pirie 
is the first Englishman to be 
chosen as Europe’s outstandi 

! athlete. Hig encoura 
but is Pirfe satisfied ? He is 
Zam still short of world standard. 
1” got to train even ha rh 
he says. His big ambition 


— 
P — 


p63. running 
(jel Unrate i 


Customers 


Tributes To Pirie 


NOTHER commemorative 

«™ plaque is on the way to the 
Coulsdon home of Gordon Pirie, 
the Lloyds Bank clerk who 
rocketed to the top as Britain's 
STILL GOING STRONG aétlier see Bence mumner this pear. 

, : dire da t- is time it is a silver one, from 
oie TOR Hi wrEeSe EES es 1m! the "United States, presented by 
the Helms Athletic Foundation, 


ing Bec was wonder runner Ger- 


don Pirie, 22, named today by who have named our Gordon as 

the Amateur Athletic Association the foremost athlete in Europe. 

as winner of both the C. N. Jack- Pirie will have his name en- 

son Memoria) Cup as Athlc‘ of graved on the Helms world tropny 

the Year and the Harvey Gold in Los Angeles. He is the rst | 
Cup as the AAA Champ.on of the Englishman to figure on tke list | 


Year since the award was started in } 
car. 1948. 


NTE | Doge (eoss- (oun? FRY Cuantotsy i? 


-- eee = - —- — SSS ee 


| Latest Pirie title 
merely duty” 


BRUsSTING through the 
trees into a clearing and 


streaking for the finish- 
line at sprinters’ pace, SIMPSON 


Gordon Pirie, the 20-mile- 

a-day man, earned yet 

another title on Saturday father, Alex Pirie, turned out in 

when he won the inter- running kit and trained while 
’ e e race was on 

banks cross - country Pirie senior’s influence on Gor- 

championship on Hayes don’s triumphant progress is 


not small. He is a Scottish ex- a 
Common, Kent. international and former presi- 


As a bank clerk, Pirle could dent of South London Harriers. 

hardly miss an event like to which the Piries belong. 

this Besides, his bank, PIRIE RETAINS BANKS TITLE 
Lloyds, were defending the ea he had a fall during the race, 
team title. He rose to the/p, A. G. Britain’s athlete of the year, 
occasion with his usual bril- easily ae his fifth successive win in the 
liance, and not another of} five-miles championship of the Inter Banks 
61 runners was in sight aS] A.A. at Hayes, Kent. on Saturday, his time 
he completed the five miles.| being 29min. 57sec. Parts of the course were 


But for Pirie, although he is slippery and Pirie, who was running in plim- 
national champion. cross- solls, fell after covering half the distance, but 


country running no longer : has} he lost. little time by ihe midhes and won by 
a recognised place in his pro- about 120 yards from J. D. Wood, who was 


gramme. In normal conversa-| runner-up in 30min, 23sec. 
tional tones. while other men) There was a surprise in the team champion- 
were coming in completely; 


hip as F s side, Lloyds. who had held the 
“blown,” Pirie told me he had; title for three years, were beaten by Barclays 
given it up for good. ! by a single point. 


OVERTIME 


“Why? It interferes with my 
training. I've got a track 
schedule mapped out that I am 
hopeful will bring me European 
and es pic honours. It means 
three hours’ training a night 
after my day’s work. 

He covers 20 miles a night, either 
across the common near his 
Coulsdon home or on a cinder 
track, mixing short, fast bursts 

| with long spells of slow running. 

| That is the Zatopek method, 
though it is planned for him by 
his German trainer, Gerschler, 
with a weekly letter. 

'No wonder a five-mile race is 


spin! That is all it was, really, 
for having inquired what his 
time was (29min, 57sec.) and de- 
clared himself ‘“ disappointed,” 
Pirie put on a blue jacket and 
departed on a six-mile solo run. 

It was his fifth successive victory 
in the race. and though from 
now on it is going to be a “duty 
event.” there is no reason why 
he should not double his score. 
He won by 26sec, from J. D. 
Wood, of the  trophy-winning 
Barclays team. and third was his 
brother Peter. 

And making it a real family occa- 
sion for the Pirie boys, their 


At 
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Ye 
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* NOT SUCH A 
GAY GORDON— 
BUT HE WON 


HE man who hit the 
headlines with a 
rumour that he’s 
bound for America makes 
a striking Front Page 
picture. With cheeks 
blown out and a general 
air of “ Am I glad that’s 
over,’ Britain's wonder 
| runner, Gordon Pirie, sits 
down in the foggy gloom 
to put on his socks after 
retaining his Surrey 
cross-country title at 
Wimbledon yesterday. 
His time for the 74 miles 
was 39min. 37sec. 

But for once Galloping 
Gordon did not have 
matters all his own way. 
He led from the start but 
was chased for nearly 
three-quarters of the way 
by 21-year-old Peter 
Driver, a fellow. club 
member of South London 

| Harriers, who finished 
only 30 yards (6sec.) 
behind him. 


Once he was nearly 
caught by Driver, last 
year’s national junior 
champion, but managed 
to draw away from him 
near the end. 

Said Pirie afterwards: 
“T don’t like the fog. It 
was one of my _ worst 
experiences.” He finished 
the race coughing badly, 
but immediately went in 
| search of Driver to 
I congratulate him. 

' Asked last night about 
THAT rumour. Pirie re- 
plied: “Well, it is true, 
partially. I have not 
decided definitely.” 


— 
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US. is after fleet-foot Pirie 


ORDON PIRIE, 22- 
year-old Surrey 
bank clerk and run- 
ning record-shatterer, 
may go to America to 
study at a leading uni- 
versity—and run for 
the university, too. 


PAINT FIRM SAVES No. 1 ATHLETE FOR BRITAIN. 
Gordon Pirie Is NOT Going 
To United States 


By H. J. OATEN ir 


tation and eventually be- 
came an American citizen, 
he could not run in inter- | 
national events ‘or } 


Olympics for America— 
only for Britain. That is an 


family do not want me to tell? I might not like 
g0, nor do several friends.” America. On the other 
His mother said: “It’s hand, I might like it very 
what lies behind the invi- much. 
tation that matters most. “Most of the studying 
“Y’m not very impressed, over there appears to be 
but I can only advise. It’s done between September 
up to Gordon.” : and May, so I could quite international rule. 
Asked if he might stay possibly hop over to defend Pirie runs in the Surrey 
in America permanently, some of my British titles.” cross - country champion- 


He said last night at 
Coulsdon, where he lives: 
“I have received invita- 
tions from several Ameri- 
can universities, 


UNDECIDED 


“It is a great oppor- 
tunity, but I have not yet 
made up my mind. 

“TY shall have to talk the 
matter over with several 
people before I make a de- 
finite decision. 

“In any case, I would 
not go before the European 
games in Switzerland next 
August.” 

He would not say which 
universities have made the 
offers. He added: “ My 


Pirie said: “How can one 


Pirie may go 
in July 


Bank clerk Gordon Pirie, at 22 

Britain's greates: distance runner, 
said in the 700th edition of the 
B.B.C.’s In Town Tonight 
ast night that he had not yet 
lefinitely decided whether “to 
accept one of the several offers he 
aad .to study at—and run for 
—an American university. 

Pirie, who yesterday won the 
Surrey cross-country champion- 
ship, said later: “If I go it will 
ode some time during the summer, 
possibly July. 


If he accepted the invi-_ 


_ Ship at Wimbledon to-day. 


Pirie offered 
scholarship 
by U.S. 
university | 


Daily Mail Reporter 


(FORDON PIRIE, 22-year- 
old Croydon bank 
clerk who holds_ the 
world’s six-mile record, 
may work his passage to} 
America to take up a | 
Scholarship at a leading | 
American university. 


The 6ft. 2in. record-breaker 

- said at his Coulsdon home 
last night: “If I accept the 
offer, I will not leave Eng- 
land until after the European 
Games next August, when I 
run against Zatopek, the 
Czech. 

“And-if I go it should be pos- 
sible for me to hop back to de- 
fend some of my British titles. 


No ‘inducements’ 


“Tt is a plain, straightforward 
offer of a scholarship. There 
are no other ‘inducements’ 
such aS some American univer- 
sities are commonly supposed to 
offer to athletes they desire to; 
enrol. | 

“In fact, I should have to work 
my passage across the Atlantic. 


Pirie refused to name the univer- 
sity making the offer—one of 
several he has received from 
American universities. { 

“TI was first approached at the! 
Helsinki Olympic Games,” he 
said. “Invitations have been 
reaching me ever since then. 


Pirie said he would talk over the: 
offer with several people before 
making up his mind. One of, 
those whose advice he will seek 
is his German coach and 
mentor, Waldemar Gerschler, 


Tf he goes he will be following in 
the Footainus of Jack and Bert 
Wardrop, the Scots boys and 
British swim champions, who 
are now studying at Michigan 
University. 


—— 


eee 


FOOTING IT—Gordon Pirie 
on the way from his Coulsdon 
home today to travel dy train to 
the City, where he began his 
new job as a paint salesman. “ I 

i like the exercise,” he said, re- 


antennae 


(GORDON PIRIE has been saved for Britain. No American 
University is to be allowed to snap up the greatest 


British athlete of the year 
scholarship. 

Instead the tall, lean Sur- 
rey runner who lives for no- 
thing but athletics will stay 
in this country—in a new 
job which will give him 
more time to carry on his 
athletics preparation in the 
|way he regards best. 


i Pirie has accepted an appoint- 
|mMent aS a salesman with a firm 
|of palnt manufacturers and sup- 
pliers. To-day he resigned his 
position as a Lloyds Bank clerk. 
and will start his new job on 
March 1. 


salary and commission, and $s 
being provided with a car. He is 
|On @ Seven years’ contract “I 
‘did not ask for the contract,” 
Pirie told me. “but my new em- 
plovers thought it would be a 
safeguard. 


‘Enough Freedom’ 


“Tf I take too much time off for 
my athletics my sales will go down 
and I'll earn less. The situation 
Is, however. that in this new posi- 
tion I will have enough freedom 
to train as it suits me best. 


In his new job Pirie will be on 


with an offer of a sports 


region of something over £800 a 
year. 

Pirie will be 23 next month 
This new job with its seven years’ 
;contract will, therefore, see him 
| through the most important years 
/Of his athletics career in circum. 
stances which he considers ideal 
|for the plans he has mapped out 
|for himself on the track. 
| Not that 30 can be spoken of as 
|a retiring age for Pirie. He has 
|only just touched the fringe of 
| what we all expect to be a career 
/which will completely outshadow 
/even the great Zatopek. 


Regular Offers 


Offers of sports scholarships at 
American Universities have been 
reaching Pirie with almost weekly 
regularity for the past 18 months. 

The new job means no change 
In Pirie’s plans for 1954. “I shall 
carry on according to tw schedule 
I have mapped out with Gersch- 
jier,” Pirie told me. “This means 
| taat if they want me to goto Van- 
jcouver for the Empire Games in 
jJuly I am ready, but my main 
|objective will be, as always, the 
| European championships in Berne 
{at the end of August, when I look 
forward to another meeting with 
|Zatopek.” 


“ No longer will it be necessary 


for me to rush home from work 
at night and then get in my 
training runs in the dark. If T 
want to, I can train in daylight 
an. that is a very great help to 
somebody like me who has to 
train for long periods cvery day 
if I am to achieve all my ambi- 
tions on the track.” 

Next to Jim Peters, the mara- 
thon star, Pirie is the hardest- 
working athlete in Britain when 
it comes to training. His daily 
training under his German coach, 
Woldemar Gerschler, lasts three 
hours and he never misses. 


Every night for years it has 
been home from. the bank, 
change into running kit and 
track suit, and then out on to 
the track or to Farthing Downs, 
near his home at Coulsdon. 
Once a week he does his three 
hours’ in Army boots” to 
strengthen his leg muscles. 


P:rie’s new job will ease his 
financial problems. These can be 
quite considerable—Pirie  esti- 
mates his athletics cost him at 
least £2 weeklv in travelling and 
other incidentals. 

His new salary will be. in his 
own words. ‘‘considerablv higher 
than before’”—I believe in the 


NEW JOB TO 
HELP GORDON 
PIRIE TRAIN 


a paint 
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going to 


jsev 

of jobs since ijt 

became known 

(that American 
iver ; 

ted } 

_ “He th 

it over 

took this on 

i Pirie, who is ¢ 

tre 


covers 


GORDON PIRIE and 
PAT SMYTHE, elected 
Sportsman and Sports- 
| woman of 1953, receive 
their ‘‘ Sporting Record”? 
Trophies from Lord | 
Aberdare. 


Wevvsvevvvsevevewvesy aia | 


Play hard’ 
says Pirie | 


RITAIN’S national football artist—is in second duced last year and of which 
ballot to elect the place. His great showings.on Jeannette Altwegg was the 

AEDT LO Gree his return to the England first winner. Pat Smythe’s 
Sportsman of the side after being “out in the great victories in the show 
Year—the person who cold” and his tremendous ring, particularly in America, 


i i personal triumph in the Cup won her thousands of votes. 
did most during the past 


British 
ile cham- 
gave message last 
to Britain's up-and- 
lg youngs 
70 for your sport hard, 
and go to win. If you do 


Gordon 
e i 


He said: 


these two things, and be a 
good sportsman as well, you 


i restige ; : 

year to raise the p g LEN HUTTON, last the second year in succession 630 SPORTSMAN a 
of British sport—has re- oars winner, is in third 18 cyclist Eileen Sheridan. Pay 

ilt d * fi * t y te Surely her turn will come? F THE YEAR sman of the Year” 
suited in a lime victory place. This seems hard on The remainder of the top Presentation of the by Lord Aberdare. 
for GORDON PIRIE, Len, after his captaincy of the |. are: Alec Bedser, Sir Sporting Record Trophy kita, Anerdare, "described 
the great middle-dis- team that won back the Goviion Richards, Trevor to Bi to _fmatete ae 
tance runner who scored Ashes for us—but the cricket: Boitey Binly Wright, Lt.-Col. | Gordon Pirie tribute ( amiracle man of 


success after success at 
home and abroad, and is 
now our main hope to 
lower the colours of the 
fabulous Emil Zatopek 
this year. 


STANLEY MATTHEWS 
—Stanley the incomparable 


lovers’ yote was “split” 
three ways between him, Alec 
Bedser and Trevor Bailey, 
both of whom are high up in 
the “ big twelve.” 
Show-jumping star PAT 
SMYTHE is in fourth place, 
and easily wins the title of 
Sportswoman of the Year—a 


separate award we _ infro- 


Harry Llewellyn, Geoffrey 
Duke, Randolph Turpin and 
Reg Harris. 

The leaders polled as fol- 
lows:— 
GORDON PIRIE ... 35,762 
STANLEY MATTHEWS 

24,406 
LEN HUTTON ...... 16,804 
PAT SMYTHE ...... 16,508 


Total yotes cast numbered 
194.7590, 


Comment 
From the Say 
Both Sides of the 


d the “greatest 
1 sporting history” 
ely to be seen this 
summer between Pirie and 
Emil Zatopek—* these two 
wonder men.” 

iss Pat Smythe, the noted 
woman, received a 
trophy as the sportswoman 
of the year. 
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Pirie Meeting His 
German Coach — 


ORDON PIRIE runs in Hannut, Belgium, to-morrow 

in a special race over two miles in which he can 

expect to meet a number of Continental stars, among 

them Gaston Reiff, Franz Herman and Van de Wattyne 
of Belgium. 


Gordon is — breaking. his 
decision not to run over the 
country in order to honour 
a promise made nearly a year 
ago that he would. appear in 
this event. . 

The second reason for his 
journey is More personal and 
more important. Gordon will meet 
his German coach. Woldemar 
Gerschler, travelling up from 
Fribourg in the Black Forest. just 
to have a chat with his English 
protege. 


That New Job 


Ore of the more important 
things Pirie and Gerschler may 
talk about will be Gordon’s new 
job, which he starts on March 1. 
They will decide anv changes. if 
considered necessary, in Gordon’s 
training schedule once he becomes 
free -o train in the davtime and 
not only at night. 

Pirre will want to show 
Gerschler a letter he has just 
received from the man he is most 
anxious to beat—Emil Zatopek. 
It was a chatty. friendly letter, in 
which Zatopek told Pirie a little 
abou: his training plans but much 
more about himself and his wife. 
Dana Zatopkova. the Olympic 
women’s javelin champion, Dana, 
it apoears, has taken up ski-ing 
in a bie way. 


Zatopek’s Warning 


Zatopek’s strong advice to Pirie 
was. “Don’t accept any invita- 
tions to run in indoor events in 
Amevzica. They have a disastrous 
effec: on summer plans.” 

Pirie is of the same opinion and 
has already turned down U.S. in- 
vitations., 


URPRISE. for Gordon- 


Pirie is a long and 
cordial letter from Czech 
wonder’ runner Emil 
Zatopek, some of whose 
records Pirie has sworn to 
smash. 

The letter, written in perfect 
English, siarts ‘Dear Gordon” 
and ends “Sincerely, - Emil 
_Zatopek.” And it advises Pirie 
not to accept any. offers of 
scholarships from U.S, universi- 
ties. a 

The triple Olympic champion 
confirms that he ‘is -training, as 
hard as ever, running - five .200 
metres then’ 40 quarter-miles 
with only half a lap jogging 
etween ch and winding up 
with another five runs over 200 
metres. <A total distance each 
day of about 164 mites. 


Wife Recovered 
"F ATOPEK’'S fantastic pro- 
4 gramme is carried out 
seven days a week and differs 
from Pirie’s training, 
V consists of fewer repeti- 

tions over longer tances 
Zatopek also gives news of his 
wife Dar Olympic women’s 
jav mpion, who broke 


an 
hus rew | 


pool. 
fs the ankle is now 
nd his wife is taking 


a! Czech concludes by 
he is looking  for- 
v to meeting Pirie again 
in Berne next August for the 
European championships, 


7 +H gium. i man coach, Waldemar Ger- 
te = Pirie won the race by 25 schler! 
~ yards—and then, accompanied It is all part of the Pirie 


-by Gaston Reiff, went for an Plan for his expected meet- 
}hour’s training 7: ings with the triple Olympic 
- silat biti oe champion Emil Zatopek in 
the European championships 
at Berne in August. 


THE PLAN 


Gerschler, whose advice 
has always meant so much to 
Britain's champion, says 
“Pirie must train every day. 
Just enough to get tired but 
not exhausted.” 

And Gordon, with Berne in 
mind, will follow this plan. 

In yesterday’s race Reiff, 
winner of the 5,000 metres at 
the 1948 Olympics, and M. 
Langenus, another Belgian, 
stayed with Pirie until the 
half-way mark, but then the 
Englishman opened out and 
finished almost 25 yards in 
tront of Reiff. 

Pirie’s time was 13min. 
51.2sec. against Reiff’s 14min. 
1.8sec. with Langenus third in 
14min. 31sec. 


Pirie leads his great Belgian rival 
Gaston Reiff home in the 3,700- 
metre race at Hannut, yesterday. 
Pirie’s time was 13min. 51.2sec. 
against 14min. 1.8sec. by Reiff, 


There's no mistaking this long-legged athlete, even though he isn’t 
puffing out his cheeks. It's Gordon Pirie, Britain’s world champion 
runner, seen here leading Belgian champion, Gaston Reiff, in their 
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CROSS-COUNTRY TITLE oe Se Le ee 


for the winner [| | 


PIRIE AGAIN CHAMPION 


_ The decision of D. A. G. Pirie (South 
London Harriers) to defend the title made | 
the result of the English National Senior | 
cross-country championship at Arrowe, 
Park, Birkenhead, on Saturday almost a. 
foregone conclusion, and he won easily, 
covering the nine and two-third miles in’ 
50min. 55sec. 


_K. L. Norris (Thames Valley H.), the 
Southern champion, was runner-up in 5imin. 
23sec., some 90 yards behind the winner, and 
F. D. Sando (Aylesford P.M.S.C.), who had 
been runner-up last year, was third in 51min. 
32sec. Bolton United Harriers totalled 152 
points for their six scorers, South London Har- 
riers being second with 259, and Birchfield 
Harriers, the holders, third with 287. The 
leading finishers were :— 


;_,D. A. G. Pirie (S. London 

| K. L. Norris (Thames y H.), Simin. 23se 
, EF. D. Sando (Aylesford P.M.S.C.); 5imin! 32se 
}c. M. Gray (Small Heath H.), Simin. 38sec.. 4: 
i 

| 


Handshake 


i? London H.), Simin, 45sec., 5; W 

Sthourne Rovers). Simin. 47sec., 6: D. Walker (Sheff 
Utd. H. _Simin. Sisec., 7; M. R. Maynard (Herne 

Simin. S2sec., 8; K. Wood (Shefhicld Utd. 

isco 9: E. L. Hardy (Derby and County A.C. 
e 


19 

TEAM, CHAMPIONSHIP.—Bolton United H., 13, 
37 = 3552 points. 1; 

. 114 — 259 points, 
58, 59, 95 — 287 
Derby and Cou 
a H., 405 poir 
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TOO FAST FOR 
CROWD, TOO 


AFTER he had won the English 

Cross-Country championship 
at Arrowe Park, on Saturday, 
Gordon Pirie, the England 
runner, was mobbed by autograph 
hunters. He was rescued by Mr. 
W. L. Pollock, of the St. John 
Ambulance Brigade, who took 
him to a First-Aid hut. Pirie 
had a cup of tea at the hut. Then, 
as the crowd had not dispersed 
he ran from the hut to the 
dressing rooms and nobody could 


The Mayor of Birkenhead (Alderman W. E. R. Short) congratulating ‘ ! 
Gordon Pirie after his success in the English cross-country champion- 
ships at Arrowe Park on Saturday. Looking on is Alderman H.- 
Dawson (chairman of the Birkenhead Parks Committee).—Photo by 


Wm. Cull. 


| 
| 


YRE OFF in _| the 
National Road Relay Race from 
London to Brighton to-day. 


catch him up. 


record of Salford Harriers by 


’ S 1 D FE in. 15sec. a “ 
b | R 1 E S oie pegan his lap of six miles 


r n seconds behind 
1,288 yards ten s Frag. 


is nearest rivals, 
CLIP RECORD peers over the baton to p. D. 

Driver at Handcross (above) 

with a lead of 65sec., having 


tance in 33min. 


D. A. G. PIRIE LEADS K. N. NORRIS IN THE “NATION 


AL” 


RILLIANT run by Gordon 
A erie (eft), who took the 
longest “ leg,” enabled South 
London Harriers to win the 
News of the World London be 
Brighton relay (54 miles 1,34 
yards) in the record time of 
4hr, 31min. 37sec. 


They beat the 22-year-old 


covered the dis 


29sec. 
7h remainder of the club 


orted his fine effort and 
went on to win by 2min. 6sec. 
1, South London Me, 4hr. 
8imin. 37sec. Belgrave H., 
4-33-43; 3, : Beagles, 4- 
34-24. 


- 
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Surkeata 


Kestiivyysjuoksumme tilanne niiyttaa tallé hetkella 
hiemn surkealta. Vain Hannu Posti on niisti miehista, 
jotka kesii-heinikuussa juoKsivat kovia tuloksia, siilyt- 
tanyt kuntonsa ainakin joten kuten. Julin Jalkavaivai- 
nen, Taipaleessa "jotain m&téA’” jne. Ja samaan aikaan 
lyévit mm. pitka Gordon Pirie ja pitkiA Viadimir Kuts 
lautaan aikoja, jotka hitkdhdyttivit koko urheilevaa 


maailmas, 


tr 
tr 


Pirie will 
not go to 
Vancouver 


ngland’s long-distance 
running star, Gordon 
Pirie, will not run in the 
| Empire Games at Van- 
| couver in July, says Harold 
Palmer. 


This is the result of a decision 
‘he has just reached to cut his 
travelling next season. If he is 
fit, as is almost certain, he will 
jrun in the European champion- 
ships in Switzerland in August; 
but he intends that that should 
be his only trip out of this 
‘country in 1954. 
| “TY found it very tiring travel- 
jling to Helsinki for the Olympic 
|Games,” Pirie told me today. 
“That is only part of the 
distance that would be involved 
jin a trip to Vancouver.” 

Amateur Athletic Association 
secretary Leslie Truelove 
recently asked_ prospective 
England team athletes whether 
they would be prepared to go to 
Vancouver. To this Pirie 
answered ‘ Yes.” 


‘Not committed’ 


“But I do not think this 
commits me in any way,” says 
Pirie. who says he will let Mr. 
Truelove know his decision 
before the team is picked. 

ion is Pirie’s alone, 


Gerschler,’ impressed on him 
thar running many three or s 
aces would impair his 
velopment. 
hy Pirie. 23 


tomorrow, 


it he does hope to run for 
in in both 5000 and 10.000 
res in the European Games, 


Pirie Is Turning 


Gordon Pirie 
a strong bid 
of the Annu: 
seum meet 
est field ev 
hi 


er 


offers to fly 
John Landy of 
Santee, the 
record-hold 
the Negro 
i record ho-der 
\the reignin 
| metres ch 
Pirie 


1 
| because 
{travelling 
| August.” 


Ts 


ing methods explained to 
them by expert coaches. 

It was a brilliant idea which 
came to the Surrey officials when 
e they suggested to Pirie that he 

might transfer his daily training 
spell to Motspur Park for the 
duration of the course and give 
the boys the benefit of seeing him 
3 In_action. 

Pirie, an _ enthusiastic Surrey | 
; man himself, agreed } 


_ Top Rank Training 


The plan now is for Pirie to 
Bappear each morning at a time 
|when normally the boys on the 
course would be having lectures. 
| He will do between two and three | 
hours’ training daily, varying his 
methods so that the boys will see 
what it takes to attain the top 
rank of world distance runners. 


Schoolboys were able to see Gordon Pirie today 
during part of Surrey County AAA young athletes’ 
course being held at Motspur Park this week. 
They watched Pirie in action and later his training 
methods were explained to them by expert 
vathletic coaches. 


of Britain's fastest feet 
the air as wonder ntklotoe 


Two 


Surrey Boys 
Learn From Pirie 


Will 


ERE is a treat in store for Surrey schoolboys who 
take advantage of the Surrey County A.A.A. young 
athletes’ course at Motspur Park on April 20, 21 and 22. 
They will see Gordon Pirie in action and have his train- 


i PIRIE | 


Putting on spiked shoes, wonder runner Gordon Pirie was 
ready for training in Ladywell Park, South London. 


MP e ees ee ee a ee 


sence of the German who has 
trained him through the 


485i. °° a 


Pirie flies off ppm ci vow 


to Germany PIRIE SAYS 
wor wo RECORD DAY 


IS JUNE 5 @ 


Germany. Instead of 
defending his South of Eng- 
land six miles championship 
at the White City, London, on 
ALLOPING Gordon Pirie stepped 
down from his plane at Northolt 


Saturday, he flew to rejoin his 
coach, Professor Gerschler, 


Pirie will be there for a fort- 
night and will race in the pre- 


ne ost. i 
Pirie’s hopes that his club would; 


BUT HAPPY 


' is first. 
PIRIE ran his s 
, pee track races of the — 
season at Wimbledon. yest aif-mile : 
da final 0 
heat aBrockman Trophy. He was 


i 1, 
beaten into third place in the fina 
jalmost a year since 


he lost a race 
in England. 


yet far from being Se ADnes 
i with his perlo c 
| ce tae half-mile in ard 
56.7sec. an hour after See om 2 
heat in 1min. 57.6sec. satis Rea 
he said, “I have done Ne avaed 
training ane ieee! on ne es 
tart tt Cs 
ae gel world-record three-miles 
on Whit Saturday. ' 
Pirie plans S cnine 
Surry ampio _ ne: 
Suother tle an an invitation event 


disturbed, he 


ick on May 29, 
fylt come BS, AF8E  UONee ates on 
‘ : e 
Bree the Southern litle. were ful- | Freiburg, Germany, and calmly the seeequrday 
filed with a glorious run 20-year- j | 
Soied aie a. goed y 20-year. | announced he plans to beat the Going For Record 
“ world record for three miles in ges 
he South London youngster was Lond . | itions are right, 1am 
So yards down on the leader Ken ondon on June 5, writes DESMOND “if conditlo 
Norris, wi alf a mile to go. but 
with 300 yards left, Driver had HACKETT. 


c 


burst and he won, with 20 yards to 
spare, in 28min. 53.2sec. 


among British athietes have run 
faster over the distance. 


in the event. 


aught Norris, Then came his all-out This incredible, matter-of-fact 22- 


year-old athlete said: “I was only a 
Stride and a half outside the record 
when I raced in Germany last year. 

“My time was 13min. 34secs. and the 
best ever is 13min. 32.8secs. 

“This season I feel I am running better 
than ever. Switching from my job in a 


bank to a paint firm has made-all the 
difference. 


Too much training 


I was trying to crowd in too much 
training in too few hours, and was cutting 
out sleep. I was almost at breaking point 
when I was able to make the change.” 

On the Roger Bannister four-minute- 

bursting mile Pirie commented with that 
typical, cold detachment :— 
“T thought that first lap of 57.5 was too 
fast. I think the best way to tackle the 
mile is first lap 59secs., second lap 59secs., 
third. lap 60secs., fourth lap 59secs. 

“A mile in 38min. 55secs. is quite possible, 
but I think this will be done in a Strictly 
competitive race.” 

Pirie will not be tackling that 
Smin. 55secs. mile this season, but 
he brought back from Germany a 


Only Pirie and Frank Sando 


The performance put Driver 
ine for hig first international track 
est. This may be on for steeple- 


Pirie returns. 


r Sward 
Ise in the Ws. 
highly secret training plan that 3 { VERYTHING fing at Chiswick 
contained 18 inches of written ( ie Trophy ershadowed BM pine 
instructions from his _ trainer was Nefeat of Gordon rites 
Waldemar Gerschler. H ANOTHER WIN sensation’. “ation one mile ( 
Plan-Pirie means a_ three-hour) in the SON). ird place 
daily training stint in addition to DOUG be det beaten into year-old 
his widely varied competitive | FOR PIRIE Pirie wian Hewson, apion,. had 
oes which runs: May 15— ae half-mile ates ink finishing 
ha mile, M — Surrey AA. ac rictory 
chatngionnbine what ap eae (7 ORDoR PIRIE, Britain's | hurled himse asec to snatch vchnic’s 
June 5—three-mile inter-county *X ace. distance runner, line ee iast stride from Ft Austra- 
championship. wound up his winter training | a ‘Macmillan Rat little spark 
; in Germany yesterday by: lian Gordon, .S0 vearly 19 yards 
Then Zatopek winning a 2,000-metre race at and no fire ing 4min 1168eC. ey 
Freiburg in 5min, 19.8sec, down, returtl’e, the tiny, Obl dy 
And then Pirie switched that tato stood Tony Lhe ‘runner, relucta ae 
piercing gaze forward to the German _ spectators Athletic Club Tuy pace-making, 
European Games (Switzerland in and cheered the lanky 22- did most of (MF Pte half-mile. 
August) when he meets the man year-old paint salesman as, \ {clocking vce laps covered it Wie 
he wants to beat most of anyone in the final stretch, hs 4 \" With t i in the lead, followe At 
tn the world, that other record- streaked clear of Heinz | still aes Hewson and he pace 
breaker, Emil Zatopek. Laufer, last year’s . 5,000- Macmil@tfacmillan forced yards of 
Pirie, a shade ruefully. re- metre champion of Germany, \* <4 ut for that last he would 
Berke) Pe ee 6 Pirie said afterwards: “I | desperation by Hewson 
sti s O06 ‘e won. 
ice ead "6.000 maak, Bue was not out to break any surely have © 


with Zatopek you can never tell.” 
He treated his runaway win in 


records. | only came here to 
train and to let my t?ainer, 


tf 
\ 


| ‘Too Stupid 
S ay S The 


i i ike 13min. 
for something fi : 
Seeeat” Gordon said, and 
perience has proved that w bs 
says he is after records he rare 


disappoints his public 


| 


Beaten Pirie 


Tt was just too § 
I am very, Very 


Id G hi \my form but there yet” rie, 

. abd international 2.009 Woldemar Gerschler, see me go in the seaso e was feelin 

Die ce he eee training running in a competition.’ “who explained. that ming. when 

Chores Gerschler declared him- \ off colour and wh se rate, it was 
Pirie said: “It was far too_cold self compleiely satisfied with he too ; 


to think about any records. 
was snow around. 

“By the time I was 250 metres 
from the finish everything was 


There Pirie’s performance, 


World record for 2,000 
metres (1 mile 427 yards) is 


: usual 38. P from 
instead of its olation 
Pirie can take cones rain-sodden 


the fact that 4-11.6 on Jeaialising in 
hse miles is fair running. 


; ‘nt there 
nd s ounced 1 Pirie, away. 
sparkling clear. I felt no fatigue. 5min. 7sec. by Gaston Reiff eee. the race he pa : Yes, that's Pi i ba U ceure, 
Sitti tcat and won by 20 Taabley. one that he was not aut in the c catching 
sprinted out and won by 20 metres. 

“When I took the heart check-up 


from a specialist, Dr. Hans Reindell. 


e} 
with not a hope pe Don 


. wsomt 
Brian Het erate 
iti Macmillan wm ney pate 
I was told I was in better condition finish at Chis be 
than ever.” 
As Pirie, looking sprinting-fit 


his open-neck shirt, strode off. 
threw back as an afterthought 1 
think I shall do well this season. 


mile 


— 


SL 


MotsPuk — Paki. 


ta i a 


_ —it was training 
for the ‘Master Race’ 


* PIRIE wins Surrey mile by only a stride.” ... 


‘¢ Pirie returns 4m. 10.6s. for mile.”’ 


Those are the comments, with their implications of semi- 
failure, which greeted Gordon Pirie, Athlete of 1953, when he 


ripped 0.6s. off John Parlett’s 1951 record for the, 


Surrey mile at Motspur Park. 
This was Pirie’s first competitive mile since he 


beat Wes Santee, the American, in 4m. 6.8s., at the! 


White City last summer. ! 
When Pirie had finally “ unwound” himself, and 


I was able to catch up with him sitting down, I 


asked: : 
“Had you any target before the race?” | 
The typical Pirie answer came. “Ves,” he said. | 


“To win.” 

Then he amp!ified this oy saying: “1 knew 1 could run 
this two ways. Either a fast three-quarter in 3m. 5s., 
in which case | should have held the lead all the way. 

“Tn fact, the three-quarters was just over 3m. 12s., 
and then I had to win. as I knew I would have to, on the 


final sprint.” 
NO ROOM FOR DEFEAT 


Had he not won the mile, Pirie would: have competed 
in the three miles as well—for defeat is no part of the 
Pirie plan. 

But this race and, I suspect, all the others in which 
he competes before the end of August are all by way of 
preparation for the “ Master Race,” when Pirie 
tackles triple Olympic winner Emile Zatopek in the 
5,000 metres—just over three miles—in the European 
Championships at Berne, Switzerland. 

Pirie explained it this way: “I will have to’ be 
fitter than I've ever been in my life to beat Zatopek. 

\ regard these shorter distance runs as all part of my 

training. 

“Tf I compete in a six-mile race on a Saturday, it 
means cutting out all training on the preceding Thurs- 
day and Friday, on the day itself, of course, and on the 

following Sunday.” 

So I reckon we can anticipate more of these miles 
coming up and, I suspect, in the B.B. (Before Bannister) 
Era they would have een regarded as pretty good 


times. 


Not a 4- 
Pirie, winning the Surrey 


minute mile—but a county record for Gordon 
Championships’ mile in 
Amin. 10.6sec. yesterday. 


Champion Gordon Pirie, hard pressed by 
senior mile event i 


Pirie’s brilliant run in the Mot- 
spur Park mile was one of the high- 
lights of the meeting. Pirie tried 
to drop his opponents, but by the 
end of the third lap had not 
managed to do so. He began to look 
ia little anxious, for at this point 
! young Brian Barrett, of Surrey A.C., 
| took the lead. 
| An athlete similar in stature to 
| Sydney Wooderson, he strode out 
}round the last 440 yards and 220) 
from home it seemed possible that | 
Pirie and P, Driver, of South Lon- 
| don Harriers, who had come up with 
Barrett, would not succeed in catch- 
ing him. i 

But Pirie still had plenty in 
reserve and he overtook Barrett on 
the last bend. The race was not 
won, however, for Driver then; 
challenged Pirie, who only just held’ 

him off. Driver's time was a 

personal best of 4min. 10.8sec. 


P. Driver, wins the 
n record time in the Surrey County A.A.A. 
championships at Motspur Park on Saturday. 


| 


LOOKING AHEAD.—Wonder 


runner Gordon Pirie, a champion 
of the present, was with Gab- 
rielle Arden, 3: of Hove, whose 
ability at King Alfred Baths 


~ suggests that she may be a 
-Swimming star of the future. 


Passing Trafalgar - squ 

f are 
(from left)—Gordon Pirie, Chris 
Chataway, C. R. Brasher and 
Roger Bannister. 


Bannister Runs 


Through the 
London Traffic 


‘Evening News’? Re 
( porter 
Two of the world’s fastest 
F runners showed their paces 
in_the London traffic to-day. 
csc Winston Churchill was the 
re hg ea conten Pe a 
O run a mile i 
Sea: four minutes, and Garten 
aos the Olympic long-distance 
perros were off to inspire a new 


But this record would never , Sit Winston Churchill shakes 
7 ; ; Banni 
of public generosity to save Bri- before the start from Soveriitinr 


make athletic history; a record hands with Roger 


tain’s churches is the aim Street. 
ator than £600,000 is needed—— 
ath year to repair historic 
gain per some of which were 
ore res 
Biizabeth the re:gn of the first 
né runners did not go all- 
on the formal cinder track of a 
ree ts stadium but nipped smartly 
pigne abe limelight of White- 
2 lowe : 4 
television cameres atiaetihenn 
PP cheered them, a few 
xe 
Samar ep up, but soon got left 
Bannister and Pirie were a 
f ac- 
companied by Chris Chatawav 
and ©. Brasher, the Oxford 
SW ace anni i i 
record-breaking mile. Be Bo 


Handshake 


Crowds cheered Sir Wi 
: nston 
hea he appeared, smiling, at the 
me of BS 10 Downing-street to 
; € runner vit 
George's hae ers with a St. 
e Prime Minister 5 x 
hands with them and gave oe 
an envelope containing a cheque 
for £500 to be delivered to four 
London churches as grants from 
the Historic Churches Trust. of 
which he is trustee. 
“ae ee Pirie, Chata- 
y, an rashe i " 
far to = r did not have 
eeping abreast they success- 
[puny qeqeliated Yee anc 
" nto single-fil r 
| Trafalgar-square. : ee 
! t. Martin - in - the - Field: 
three M.P.s and an ex-M.P. wert 
 Soapage in eaane kit to cor 
along the 
be g the Strand and Flee 


—sa sm P22 Cl —ee a a Se = < =r 


—_w3w3wae we 
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. 
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me 


PIRIE 
AS C 


peas Gordon 
Pirie, the ‘I will run, 
I. won't run” man, 
changed ‘his mind again 
last night at the White 


3 PpyjaMlas, Ala sAdeedtGQ ali 


ecauutisieddsduedandudtuentdoiaunessen 1<0) rt [KES . 
unshaven after a restless night, 
opened the door. He was alone 


REAK S D O WN a | down the staitson his one sound 
RRIED OFF | 


By miles later Pitle himself dropped 
out at the identical spot. But, at 


that point, it had already become 
FRANK ROSTRON 


When he was back in bed, he 
me: “I’m fed up and 
angry. 

He pulled back the bedclothes 
and showed me the bruised left 
foot which had been _the cause 
ot all the trouble. The instep 
was angry and swollen. 


Lashed out 


Then the 23-year-old Pirie 
lashed out at his critics. “I 
only went in for the six miles 
Jast night because people had 


plain thet the usual Pirie victory 
was extremely doubtful. 

If he had completed the remain- 
ing one and three-quarter laps he 


announced: “Pirie has tried his Might have finished third—and 


City ‘oot. out at the back of the | would doubtless have received a been say : 

y. } ; ying that I'd cracked up 
= grandstand and finds he is able sympathetic ovation. x 

He did run after all and to run. I wish he had found “This has been worrying me ae ge E naa that I was 

was sensationally beaten. this out earlier because our | since June 16,” Pirie told me “Tm no quitter. 1 don’t give 


after he had been carried to the 
dressing room by John Savidge. 


‘TOO SLOW’ 


When I asked if the continue 
changes of pace and speed had 
worried him he said : “It was all 
ridiculously slow, much too slow.” 

Then when other reporters 
started questionmg him, Pirie 


With only 800 yards to go in 
defence of his six miles A.A.A. 
championship, Pirie. who had 
been passed every time he tried 
to take his usual lead, suddenly 
loped off the track. 

He limped a few steps and 
then sat down on 
demonstrating pain. 


FINE BURST 


announcement that he would not 
run had spoiled the crowd.” 

Josef Kovacs, recent Hungarian 
conqueror of Zatopek, who was 
originally supposed to be Pirie’s 
chief rival for the cnampionship, 
had already decided to stay and 
rest in Budapest. 
the grass, In the race itse:f Pirie gave 
no outward sign o: his injury. 
Contrarily he strangely accepted 


in until it gets to the stage when 
I'm forced to. But I was in pain 
before the race and it got worse 
every time I put my foot on the 
ground. Whenever I speeded up 
my foot felt as if it was being 
ruptured. 

“If I had finished I could 
have crippled myself compz‘etely 
—and it’s bad enough now.” 

Of suggestions that premature 


the quaint, ill-judged challenges launched into a flood of invectives announcement o is 
; of a popular litle _jet-black | about” criticism of amateurs who had cut sr eee ee ‘LL BE BACK’ SAID GORDON PIRIE—IN BED YESTERDAY 
By the time the crowd | yisitor from Kenya, L. Phap- | get no money out of this.” City, Pirie said: ‘What has that 


recovered from its astonishment 
at Pirie’s unexpected: retirement, 
leader Peter Driver, 20-year-old 


knowy, who kept sprinting past In a hectic scene Pirie’s father, 
him to take the lead. Mr. Alex Pirie, bundled and 
pustled the Press out of the 


got to do with it? I'm an 


behind amateur.” 4 q yj 
: fee ally, Pirie settled behin : ‘ Pirie’s foot injury was 
club-mate of Pirie’s, had put in wore Bends and, ‘at two miles, | crowded dressing-room, by a pair of Garmint ee 
a magnificent finishing burst to | tne little Kenyian collapsed | ip Pirie, by then in the shower up” shoes sent to him by his 
improve his lei over Sando, agony With a pulled ligament. | and surrounded by a score of German coach. Waldemar 
Driver, who, with Sando, was | qhat was a minor sensation. naked athletes, shouted: ‘ Don’t Gerschler. 


one of the few to keep his head spectators were dumb- | let them go, I can tell them what . 

in a curiously run race, went on conied nen one and a half I think about them.” Dug un PIRIE the man who wasn’t there 
to win. He was 20 yards ahead “I normally take size 10,” he 5 y 
of Sando with Ken Norris a said. “But these ‘were too. biz. 


further 30 yards behind. 

Pirie’s decision to run, after his 
announced withdrawal owing to a 
pruise on his left foot, was made 
at tne last minute. He announced 
to the championship secretary : 
t rule me out yet. I’m going 
my foot out first and may 


To stop them slipping I tied the 
laces too tight. They must have 
into my instep during my 
sual three-four hou daily 
practice speli. 

At the moment Pirie is doubt- 
ful whether he will be fit in time 
zo meet his great Czech rival, 
Emil Zatopek, in the European 
Games at Berne next month, 
“That is if I'm picked anyway.” 
ne said _w 
But Piri last words to me as 
e lay back in bed were: “I'l 
be back. Then they'll see... 


_I pay 5s. to hi 
Sit down? 


announce it,” say some Officials, A 
Battersea recently some youngsters wante 
to know their time and I went up to th 
timekeeper on their behalf. Same repl) 
“Too busy" — too busy making al 


talks to the Sunday Express 


afterwards it was 


FRANK SANDO ieading GORDON PIRIE. IAN BINNIE, PETER DRIVER and KEN 
NORRIS during the 6 Miles on the Friday. Driver won in min. 34.8secs. from Sando 
2€- 38.2 and Norris 28:46.0. 


SS 


HAVE endured a week-end of ~= - 
criticism ... criticism of my 
last-minute decision to run in the GORDON 


PIRIE 


CHEPKWONY (Kenya) Icé 
PIRTF in the A.A.A. six 


GORDON 


ames 


f 
monk a 


meee 


A.A.A. championships, criticism of 
my retirement during the race, 
criticism of my dust-up with the 
Press after the race. 


It’s too much. The thing people 
forget is I am not a paid performer. I 
run for enjoyment. not to provide the 
public with entertainment. 

Running is my hobby. I give up 
lots of things for it. I do that 
cheerfully because I like running. 


MY DUTY 


I know I have a duty to the 
public, and I know precisely what it 
js. It is: 1. To train myself so well 
that every time I run I’m at peak 
form: 2. To do my utmost to raise 
British prestige in athletics. 

That’s my duty. and I try faith- 
fully to carry it out despite constant 
irritations from Press and public. 

The public howl because I didn't 
tell anybody I was going to run at 
White City until half an hour before 
the race. Why, I didn’t know myself! 
An athlete, especially one with a 
suspect foot, has many points to 
consider. : 

So I endure the howls and go out 
for a warm-up—I like to warm up 
for at least half an hour before every 
race, for I’m as nervous and highly 


4 


(in an interview) 


strung as a racehorse before the 
tapes go up. 

During the warm-up I like to be 
alone to concentrate on race tactics 
and gain mental poise for the race. 

At White City there is only one 
place for a warm-up... the centre of 
the track. I jog up and down and 
immediately comes a roar from the 
crowd : “Sit down in the centre !” 

Sit down, indeed. I’ve had to pay 
5s., my entrance fee for the meeting, 
to come into the track. Most of the 
crowd have paid 2s. 6d. And THEY’RE 
telling ME to sit down, 

There’s only one thing to do—run 
around under the — stand. jostled 
hither and thither by people who 
don’t give a hang for Gordon Pirie 
except when he’s on the track, and 
then only if he’s first past the tape. 

Swarms of small boys want autographs 
on books, pictures, any old thing... all 
this while you're preparing for a big race. 
It’s impossible ! 


sepecen erreeen 


E IRRITATING | 


ry 
enseseur ( Paeeneent 


Another irritation—why can't each 
athlete know his time for the race? We 
all want to know our time, but if you're 
not in the first three or four you can go 
and whistle for it. 

“Too busy to take every time and 


announcement about a lost brooch. 

It’s not my intention to criticise 
officials. Many spend more time and more 
money than athletes on putting the sport 
over. But one or two can spoil things. 

And why do newspapermen write these 
rabble-rousing articles that tear an athlete 
apart ? You never find it on the Continent, 
There they concentrate entirely on the 
race and the result. 

Indeed, if anyone was to fall out during 
the race there would be barely a mention. 


LL TALK... 3 


y Renee 
. 
= 
. 
. 


PET 


I'm always willing to talk to newspaper- 
men, but allow me one favour—the con- 
versation must be in my own good time, 
and that means not just before a race or 
just after when a thousand thoughts are 
racing through my mind and I can't con- 
centrate on searching questions. 

I know many people call me a fool for 
running in the six-miles A.A.A. race. I'm 
not afraid of criticism, but here’s my 
reply :— 

I've been fighting this left foot injury 
of mine too long. trying vainly to train and 
keep fit when it was impossible. 

I decided at the last minute to give it 
a racing test, and now IL have to rest 
absolutely and completely. 

My three hours’ run nightly routine is 
out for at least a fortnight while this foot 
heals, but, of course, nobody can say how 
long an injury will take to heal. 

I hope you'll see my viewpoint. We 
athletes are hard-working chaps who run 
for fun. Don’t treat us like professionals. 


B. /)} 3 ee aE 


—FOR 1955 


But 5,000 metres is his limit ! ‘ 


Pirie Decides 


Y__ picture shows Gordon 
Pirie, who has been absent 


By ROY MOOR | . ' from competition for eleven 
ORDON PIRIE, his dreams of meeting Emil Zatopek ‘ll afoot insu . 
a foot injury. 


training again 
at White City. 
Pirie has de- 
cided he is not 
yet quite ready 
for competition 
so will not 1un 
at either of the 
two remaining 
floodlit track 
meetings — in 
Birmingham on 
Saturday and 
the London v 
Moscow match 
at White Cily 
on October 13. 
I fancy we 
shall see Pirie 
racing again 
for his club, 
South London 
Harriers, 
during t he 
cross - country 
season, and 
maybe defend- 
ing his 
National 
championship. 
This _has 
seemed a 
strange sea- 
son without Pirie chasing the 
records. But at 24 the 1955 sea- 
son should be a great one for 
him. The world six miles record 
and the British two and three 


jin the European championships ended by a broken 
pone in his left foot, has planned his racing future i 


right through to the end of next season. 
“J shall return to cross country running in the winter and 
next summer keep My races to distances inside 5,000 metres he 


told me yesterday. : : ; 

So look out for Pirie as a miler | 
—a formidable one, too, judging L k t Zat p k | i] b b 

by the way he beat America’s Wes : oo ou oO e , e ac ® 
Santee in  4min. 6.8sec. last; ; ; ; = — . 
summer. : 3 : : : ee 

Meanwhile the British record- : See 

holder is hopping mad, not only de- 
cause his foot has let him down us 
as he was approaching peak fitness 
for his clash with Zatopek. but 
because of suggestions made that ne 


is playing the teading role in 2 big 


shai. 
Another X-ray 


“why do folk want to think I’r 
patting on a big act when I ar 
completely miserable at not bein 
able to run?” asked Pirie. “phe 
X-ray has clearly shown that the 
bone is broken and I'll be hav:n 
another X-ray examination in 4 
few days.” 
Pirie made it quite clear to me 
that once he can put his injured 
foot to the ground again he will be Bm 
training harder than ever. 
And I read into his expression, a 
desire to prove a thing or two to 
those who have criticised him since 
he dropped out of the national six |: 
miles championship race a fortnight 
ago. 
Whether he aims to prove oS : miles records. taken from him 
CRE Le Sand os te Cen oi vate : during his absence, will be his 
3) $1 lies cr ty Sas : Z argets. 
world record-breakers red : - target 
Green and Chris Chataway 2 
miles I do not know. He may 
harbour a w:sh to beat some 
‘eading milers& before the «eas 


7 Post haste 


ig much. Whe? 
t -puffing 424 
will show a m€- 


Three thousand people watched 


the presentation to Gordon 


competition i 
pace that wiu add an unusua- 
af brightness to the end of the *- 
racing year. 

Pirie spent Saturday afte=oo 
watching tne. C.vil Service _cnam- 
pionships at Motepur Park 


Pirie. of the Helms Award, as 


7 


the outstanding sportsman in 
Europe for 1953. The present- 
ation was made by Mtr. Jack 
Crump. British Team Manager. 
who mentioned that it was the 
first occasion on which one of 
these trophies had come to 


Britain. 


His friends will soon be going to Berne for | ‘’ The Dam Busters (arrowed) keep his 
the European Games He would have been spirit up. As soon as that broken bone 


there, too, but for an injured foot which | mencs he'll be running again. Then look 
keeps him in bed or forces him to hop with | out for the name of Britain s six - mile 
3 stick, But he’s a fighter and books like -ecord-buster-—CGORDON PIRIE 


PIRIE MISSES RACE 
AGAINST ZATOPEK 


By ROY MOOR 
YORDON PIRIE yesterday wrote to Emil Zatopek : * Dear 


A mil.” he said, “I am sorry to say | shall not be meeting 
you in tne European championships after all... 
Pirie visited a : 

for another 
; injured foot. 

n up ail bope of 
ain’s team 
h record-t 


Gordon Pirie (left. 
presents the individual two-mile 
award to M. R. Schofield (Poly- 
technic). Schofield tied for 
i) first place with team-mates 

Ralph Dunkiey (second fron 
left) and ‘Tom Hulatt. So the) 
tossed for the winner's prize 


arsenate atte ASAT 


need s1x 


to get back 3 yp 
given up all ideas of 
European champ:ob- 


PIRIE PLANS 
RECORD 
ATTEMPT 


Nordon Pirie (pictured al 
KA plains to attack the wi 
six miles of one hour fr 
ywhen he returns to athletic 
| Pirie, who hopes to be ba 
training within a few day 
broke a bone in his foot 
accepted an invitation 
Walton Athletic Club to 
the attack in a 15-mile track 
at their Stompond Lane & 
in October. 
He has told the club th 
will definitely run (a) if 
fit and (b) if he is i 
country at the time. 
\ The race is likely to be h 
| the morning on Sati 
October 16 or 23. when 
should be back from his he 

Walton must hold the ev 
a Saturday morning as 
ground is used in the afte 
by the Walton and Hershar 
ball club. 


British record 
Pirie still holds the } 
record for six miles and t 


the world record times ft 
distance or to set a beM 


record would no doubt be 
| pensation for missing the 
pean Games and a battl 
Emil Zatopek of Czecho-Sl 
Both these records are L 
the Czech runner, who ! 
miles in 28min. 8.4sec. Ta 
and did 12 miles 810 yard 
hour three years ago. 


-—1 
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[Two Miles” Spectal Event: 1 Gordon’ Pitiesnade 41" 
: i, rie~m ae 
pik opie: (South London). turn to competitive thy brilliant re- 
Hertie Wipe we ae Maynard ning the two -miles i etics by win- 
ourne R.);'4.°M Schofield (Pak). 2” aap 54-8sec. He ye: event a 
; oot injur ; nO 
out of athletes Which has kept hit 
months, “cs. for the last three 
‘OSCOW won the , = 
103 poi £ men’s mate 
203, Points to 57 and the won, Be 


—— 


Mr, Sergi Pushinoy, chairman —_——-— ee Aa 
of the Athletic Commission 
of the Moscow Sports Council, 
speaks as the two teams line 


up before the athletics march 


between Moscow and the 
North at the White City, 
- Manchester, this afternoon. 


y GERRY LOFTUS 


/PUFF-PUFF Gordon Pirie, with a superb run in 
torrential rain, smashed his Russian opponents out 
of the three miles in the Northern Counties athletics match 
against Moscow at the White City (Manchester) yesterday. 
This was the old relentless Pirie, completely recovered 
from injury. In front from the start, he was determined to 
; stay there. And as the race went on so did his lead widen 
over A. Anufriyev, first string in place of Vladimir Kuts. 


Gordon Pirie congratulating Chris Chataway after 
his great victory over Kuts 


When the bell for the last; i? 
lap went, Pirie set off in a It’s no fun for Pirie as he 
tremendous sprint, winning by piles on the pace at the 

: 120vd. in 13min. 53sec., then he, beginning of the 3-mile race 
<swiapped | vith hi ’ Russi with a Russian on his heels. 
swapped hats with his ussian But he didn’t let it stay that 

way. 


| runner-up. 


. ye 


Pirie Gets Going 


, GORDON PIRIE 
already back on | 
spartan tra:ning schedule after 


nick (our WA Dh 


; his recent foot injury. | 
and ‘wnat! or ‘Pit — the. to ({.ORDON PIRIE has a foot in _He has been out training for 
Englishman ? Gordon. could X jury which might prove to be his next big race over City 
only clock 13mins. 47.4secs. in a cracked bone. He has had to miles at the White ; ity 
his attempt on the three-mile stop all training and is being X- Stadium on Ju'y 9 against the 
bp Mapes This is 15 seconds rayed at St. James’s Hospital 27-years-old Hungarian Jozsef 
deine Godse eee TRS ot Balham, to-day Kovacs (pronounced — Ko- 
ie ar a Pr $ ticed a pain over rarch who is ranked No 3 
It_is also 11 seconds slower than . oe ee ; Wan), Win) XS: bats 
Pirie’s own British all-comers an instep on Tuesday of last in the wor!d. ‘ 


record set up last August. 

“Puff Puff.” as long and lean as 
ever, won by 80 yards from 
Frank Sando, who was second 
in 13mins, 56.2secs. 


week, which | put down to the Pir 
fact that | might have tied the int may ble 
laces of my track shoes too SHIGA ODD © or = : 
ht,” Gordon told me, to close -second gap 


“T had to stop training towards which sti: rates him as 


ie t that against 


What went wrong? Pirie told me the end of last week. but I man- history's : fastes| six- 
afterwards, the sweat pouring aged to run a mile on grass in miler from Zatopek’s wor'd 
fe fata Oe Dp 8 & e & 5 oe 

ee face: “I'm not. fit yet. 4min. 5.2sec., although in some record of 27 n 59.2 secs | 
dre She Fen gabe foe rast, — pain. I hoped the trouble would The man who helped Pirie 
track was terrible.” = #ne pen itself, but oe . i get back into training so 
training again on Sunday a talkies da. Wie Mok Mines. at 

I asked him: “Are you stale or 8 age en g quickiy is Mr Mick Mayes, of 


lump came up on the foot. 


jaded ?” “ Certainly not,” Mitcham, honorary masseur to 


| iw “ ror has not done any train- 

said Pirie. “I am very pleased _ Go don Ln} : 
igi ing since Monday. He is due to o 

Becaetionee oe eee run either a mile or three miles : put his finger 

x for his club. South London Har- on the tr le It was a bad} ; 

4 j riers. in the Polytechnic Kinnaird bruised tendon.” said Pirie. 
Satisfied meeting at Chiswick on Saturday, shall take greater care in 
He added that he was perfectly et uld say to-day was: future about not tying up my 


“My 


satisfied with his training. He a ae Be 
said: “The most important 
thing in running the three miles 
is judgment. 

“There were 29 men in the race. 
My first job was to get out of 
their way. Naturally that makes 
for a slower time,” 

By my watch, Pirie did the- first 
mile in 4mins. 22secs., which is 
eight seconis faster than Haegg’s 
time over the same distance. But 
Pirie was 1.8 seconds behind 
Haegg at the two miles and he —_ - — — 
got slower and slower. 


YES, IT’S PUFF-PUFF Prien een ‘he Pee Lady Lienhop, wife of Sir John Lienhop, Agent-General fo # 


in Berne. That is the time that Victoria, Australia, presents the challenge cup to Gordon 
—BUT NO RECORD matters.” Pirie, British Games winner of the inter-counties three miles. 


shoe-str 
my tr 


ngs too tightly befcre 
1g spins.” 


ya ; in ; c I 74 
LOLs _NPhcig SPo as ECKENHOM 198%, 


Pirie’s Climb 
A UMOST overlooked in 
f 


magnificent 4min 5.2sec m 
run on Saturday, was the 


that during the race he had to es . 
climb 56ft—twice the heigh: of GORDON PIRIE leading the 3 wales Higa, Widen British Games, 1954, He won in 
the average house. . 47. 5 

The New Beckenham grass TE a 
track is at the foot of a natural ooo eeeeereeeeieanemiemenmenmnemneaatl 


oe 


bowl, end is so sited that. 
back straight is 14ft higher 
the home straight. 

It is difficult to assess the tru 
worth of the performance 
Pirie and Brian Hewson, 


ro) o. Oo 


no 


position ¢ 
distance 


as the premier m 
. F 


running nation 


‘Ideal Linetip 


| Dae pee last week I 
4 able to tell you of 

ention to run a fast m 
New Beckenham. My confi 
in his ability to make go 


promise was not misplaced. 


Gordon Pirie winning the open mile at the Lloyds’ Bank Sports 

at New Beckenham, on Saturday from Brian Hewson. Pirie’s 
time of 4 mins. 5.2 secs., is the fastest en grass, and put him 

second to Roger Bannister for the werld record until it was 

broken at the weekend. Beth Pirie and Hewson broke the 18- 

year-old record set up by Sydney Wooderson, 


From DESMOND HACKETT: Brussels, Sunday 


(; CBDON PIRIE of England, the old, gay 
galloping Gordon, left Europe’s best 
_cross-country runners gasping helplessly as he 
won all the way in the “Test of the’ Aces” race | _— if 


Wee 
a aa 


over a punishing course of nearly seven miles. 
Pirie won in 35 minutes 56 seconds from Joszef 

Kovacs of Hungary (36. minutes 9 seconds}, and Franjo 

Mihalic of Yugoslavia (36 minutes, 29 seconds). 


Hungary had sent a team of crack runners headed by 
Kovacs, conqueror of Emil Zatopek. Yugoslavia had a 
specially prepared outfit, including formidable Minalic, last 
year’s winner. Finland, home of the marathon men, had 
been training six months for this one event. 

ti : But when it was over not one of 

these marathon men saw what I 

saw—the red rose of England on 
the front of Pirie’s vest. All. they 
t 
| 


} 


jsaw from the start was the slim 
back of Pirie. 

I was the only Eng:ish reporter 
to make the trip and see the thrill- 
ing picture of Pirie of England 
coming through a _ triumphant 
avenue of 10,000 widly-cheering 
Belgians, a superb winner. 

I heard too the sweet music of 
another 10,000 lining the course, 
cheering an English success. 


In the_ determined, defiant | The race is over, and Gordon Pirie wears his | who was third. That cap comes from Moscow. 
mind of Gordon P this race { warming-down cap and track suit as he gives a Pirie was given it by a Russian athlete during 
was won even before the, teams ! handshake to Franjo Mihalic, of Yugoslavia, the London-Moscow match last month. 


marched out under the flags of { 
their nations. 


Pirie had seen tha‘ the official 
programme rated him third 
4 favourite behind Kovacs and 
: Mihalic. Pirie muttered with that 
cold anger which ma: him such 
a tremendous competitor: ‘“ That 

will be put right.” 


POWERFUL START 


into the 
signalled. 
head as the 
country for 


Pirie shot power 
lead as soon as the o= 
He was 50 yards 
runners swept into t 
the first of four laps. 

The loudspeaker commentary 
became a record of e's progress 
as his long, thir efficientiy 
erased the miles between him and 
success. én 


Kovacs, startled by  Pirie’s 
blasting burst. scurried 
desperately after him. and as the 
runners passed the grandstand for 
the first time Kovacs was tucked 


in behind the Britis: boy. 
At the end of the second lap 
Pirie was 30 yards cis2r of Kovacs 


and the _ rest staggered breath- 
lessly behind. This was the old 
puff-puff Pirie. 

Out again into the country over 
the black treacle patch of a 
ploughed field and <hrough the 
narrow avenue of leaiess trees. 


Apres Il’arrivee, le Hongrois Kovacs félicite 
Gordon Pirie qui I’a devancé de 14 secondes. 


Lap three ended th Pirie 60 
yards in front, st Zz magni- 
ficently, his eyes r na George | 
Robey expression of se. 
Kovacs, 5ft. 2ins.. d a foot 
smaller than Pirie. running 
jlike’ a man in a nizntmare. His 
ith fighting 


= head bent 
was trail- 


OH! sO ANGRY 


Pirie was now an y runner. 


Out the country 22 had heard 
the contemptuous e: “Tl est 
mort. (He is d He 

round at the s > and went 
into a defiant spurt hat was the 


end of the race as a competit 


I stood behind 
with pride as 
bobbing from s 
home alone at spr:: 


PE 


pace. 
The England team. oiicialliy rated 


/outsiders on e gramme, 
i ned joint seco with Yugo- 
slavia. Finland we 

Peter Driver, his 


pallid and 


wet with foam, fin fifth. 
Sheffield’s Ken W had run in 
short spikes which id no ho 


. Four tim 


on the thawing gro t $ 
shed. bruised. 


he fell before he 
in 32nd place. 

| Even more dow 
official Eddie Ha ton. 
who ished No, 19. He said : “ For 
the d time in mv life I got a 


1aged foot 
nm was one 
seen. He 
x mont 
told thes ‘We shal: 
Today, bv gi-ry. we saw. 


Pirie finishes—alone. His nearest rival, Kovacs, was 
thirteen seconds behind. 


VAnglais Pirie lache définitivemnet son plus donge- = 
ee a eg ee le Gerenes r 


: URKEY (Ue Coun dee CHAN SHe (UULIHON. | 149, 
Watch Pirie _| 


outpace | 
them all 


PEEP into the crystal 
ball of athletics re- 
veals tremendous competi- 
tion to be Sportsman of the i 
Year. | 
Chris Chataway, Gordon | 
Pirie and ‘ 
Derek John- 
son — all 
show form 
surpas sin g 
their pre- 
vious great- 
ness and re- 
cords topple 
like ninepins 
before their 
onslaughts. 

The inde- j ie 
fatigable PIRIE gets my verdict 
because of fantastic achieve- 
ments at cross-country running 
as well as on the track. 

There is no sign that Pirie 
and Chataway will clash to 
prove who is the greater 
runner. 

But the crystal shows that 
Pirie’s achievements will in- 
clude the world’s fastest 10,000 
metres. 


PIRIE PLANS 
ATTACK: 
ON RECORD 


FREIBURG, Sunday. 

YORDON PIRIE, British 

runner, said here today 
that.he plans to attack Emil 
Zatopek’s 10,000-metre record 
next. summer. 

The 23-year-old runner arrived 
here on Friday for five days’ hard 
training with his Gerrnan coach, 
Woldemar Gerschler. 

Pirie broke a foot bone last 
summer and has done little com- 
petitive running since. 


3 


Twenty sprints 


Gerschler would not comment 
on. Pirie’s plan to attack the 
record, but he said: ‘Our long- 
range training programme is 
aimed at the 1956 Olympic 
Games, in Melbourne. I hope 
Gordon will have more luck than 
he had this year.” 

Pirie ran the’ 200 metres 20 
times today. Yesterday he did 
four 1,200-metre runs, and on 
Friday 18 400-metre runs. He 
leaves for Basle on Wednesday, 
and will fly’ from there to 
London. 

Pirie, who has a detailed 
training plan for. the winter, 
said he has full confidence in 
the German coach’s methods.— 


A ditterent race, but the same story 


I’S A FAMILIAR SIGHT, Coulsdon’s Gordon Pirie ; course: Pirie 41-min. 20-sec., Maynard 41-min, 40-see., 


5 rday, s 'S river 4t-min. 53-sec. . 
This victure, taken on Saturday, shows mito apna soe ang Aith, ME w. Hieth tas ¥ 
Humphreys eleventh, and C. Wilson oa ies ree aoe 
i arrier: the Surrey team title for the ir 
sec : ‘as Mike Maynard (Herne Hill | don Harriers won rey teal itle for 
necond ath ged ee re ‘at South London | successive year. T total of 45 Aer as ioe 
H eae beer hoe third. Times for the 74-mile ~ for Belgrave Ha 105 and Herne Hi F 29. 
ar Ss; : oI : ‘ 


— il 


Eamonn Andrews (below, left), ex- 
changes sporting stories with Gordon Pirie, Britain’s 
Sportsman of 1953 


running in first. I lay, show 
Pirie winning the Surrey cross-country championship at 


Coulsdon. 


AND HERE IS PIRIE after the race with his nearest challengers 
Peter Driver and Mike Maynard. 


i 


| 
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BRAINE L’ALLEUD, Belgium, 
Sunday. 
"A NGRY Belgian athletics 
fans left an international 
cross-country race here today 
asking: “Why was Gordon 
Pirie not running ?” 


The crowd of 5,000, from all 
over Belgium, faced snow and icy 
temperatures to witmess an 
advertised duel between Gordon 
and world record-holder Gaston 
Reiff, of Belgium, over a 12-kilo- 
metre course, 

Before the race Reiff announced 
he was not running. He was 
annoyed that he and Gordon had 
been named as competitors. 


He said: “ Gordon was invited, 
but told ws weeks ago he could 
not come. His brother, Peter, 
accepted.” 


The change in the line-up was 
not announced to the public. 
Many left the race believing it 
was Gordon when it was, in fact, 


_ Peter Pirie who finished seventh. 


The ‘race was won by Frans 


Herman, of Be!gium, in 35min. 
50sec. Britain’s Peter Driver was 
second, 28 seconds later. Colin 


_ Wilson, of Britain. was tenth.— 


SSS ee ee ee SE eta | gee Shnse es ee eee oes 6 ing tae 


on frozen parkland, are similar to those at York two yéa 


ago when Gordon Pirie was the first home. 


Pirie, one of the early arrivals. this afternoon, at once we 


for a spin in Childwall Park and did not find the going sev 


Indeed, the conditions when the Lord Mayor of Liverpool (Al€ § 


Griffin) starts the race at 2.30 .. 
are likely to be those which any 
cross-country runner should .ex- 
pect to find at this time of year. 

Pirie is obviously in pase shape 
and he intends that Surrey shall \ 
wrest from Lancashire THE DatLy 
TELEGRAPH Cup which they have won 
for five of the last six years, 

He forwent a race in Brussels 
last week-end to concentrate on 
this event and I think he. will 
carry out nis intention_of getting 
first place for Surrey. But he told 
me on the journey from London that 
he fancies the Brighton runner, 
H. V. Foord, may create a surprise. 

Not only Pirie, but_the whole of the 
Surrey team are confident that this is 
their year. Lancashire are no less 
confident they can hold off the Sur- 
rey challenge, but an impartial assess- 
ment finds that six counties have 
about equa! prospects of success. York- 
shire, Middlesex, Essex and Kent are 
all sure to be in at the kill. 


oe 4 


ae | 


_s: Kk’ NORRIS, of Middlesex, who so convincingly won a 


~ title at Childwall Park, Liverpool, on Saturday in conditions 38-40, 16, R, Poxon (Northumberland, and 


‘hard going, and more snow fell all morning, making conditions 


_(Ald. Griffin) sent the competitors 


i difficulty in keeping his footing, and 


} 
f 
| 


SY SES pe SAE YES BS py =e ~_ ws — Ca Cec : ‘K, Caulder (Surrey) 38-10, 5; 
By JACK CRUMP Pirie (Surrey), R, Stonehouse 


y) 38-24, 6: R. Hatton (Staffs) 38-1 
: Sais) oe 


year ago at Epsom, put up one of his finest performances 


52 5 . ao : : = i Perkins (Essex) 38-35, 13; W. P. Ranger | 
when retaining the individual inter-counties cross-country 


) S (Warwick- | 
58-58, 15: B. T. Barrett (Surrey) 


which were simply atrocious, even for this hardy winter 18: P. Wood (Yorks) 98-49, 19: 4. Cholton 
sport. Norris’s victory was a wonderful display of courage,. =~ TrRanM CHAMPIONSHIP 


dogged determination and speed. Surrey (5, 6. 7. 11, 16, 30—75 pts). 1: 
9. 29; 20, 22, — EMD 
Heavy overnight frost froze the snow on top of already iron- 2, 25—99), 2 


Sussex (10, 14, 


Northumberland & 
Sotine sheosccosee paras 


even worse. So bad were they 
runners were unwilling to start, 
and the Surrey star, M. R. May- 
nard, withdrew at the last} 
minute, a completely justifiable 
decision as he is recovering fromk 
a slight foot injury. 

Officials, réalising conditions to be 
bordering on the dangerous, made ag 
Jast-minute change of — course, 
shortening it by several hundred 
yards. However, the fact that the 
yace was held and that 249 of the 
276 starters completed the course is 
a tribute to the keenness and team { 
spirit of the competitors. 

Although the circumstances were 
so depressing, the fight for indi- 
vidual and team honours was close 
and exciting, and the individual 
placings a minor surprise. 


PIRIE LEADS 
But Norris Holds On 


When the Lord Mayor of Liverpool 


that many of this select field of 


away a cold rain began. Gordon 
Pirie, as usual, got straight into the 
lead, but Ken Norris and the local 
Liverpool runner Ken Gates never 
allowed him to get away. 

At the end of the first mile Norri 
had caught up with Pirie, who 
running 1n short spikes, was having § 


clearly not relishing the going. 

Norris and Pirie contested the lead 
over the first of the large two-mile 
laps, with Norris looking the more 
confident. The race between the two 
leaders continued until one mile from 
the finish. 

Then Norris applied the pressure 
and Pirie, whose legs had been bruised 
by his constant slipping on the 
frozen ruts, weakened. 

Norris went on to win in 37min 
34sec, and four other runners all 
passed Pirie in the final three-quar- 
ters of a mile. 

Gates, who had run almost as com- 
mendably as the winner, took second 
place 50 yards behind, and the same 
distance separated him from_ 5. L. 
Hardy (Derbyshire), who was third. | ge a : 

Caulder, after a splendid run, hurt! nore a : . : 
his ankle in the last furlong and mae ON THE LAST LAP. Gordon Pirie Jeads Ken Norris as they 
o concede ground not only to Hardy| («ome i ay + 3 >| for > thir ej > 
but to D. Walker (Yor oy. who! come through the Childw all Lone tenn’ the pe d pa in the 
thus wrested fourth place from the, County Cross-Country hampionship at Liverpool. 
young Surrey runner Pirie seemed neler 
content to wait for his team-mate, R. 

Stonehouse, ana they crossed the line 

together equal sixth. | 
rank ando (Kent). who. like 

Gordon Pirie, was unsuitably shod for 

the occasion, was neve prominent 

and finished way back 81st. 


ARTIFICIAL RACING 
No Reputations Lost 


The backward placings of other 
stars revealed the artificial nature of 
the racing. In such con 
fair to say that no one, ie; 
whom everybody expected to win 
comfortably, lost reputation. 

Yet it is equally true that some 
runners, notably Gates, Caulder, 
Stonehouse ‘and  Foord (Sussex), 
established themselves _ by their 
splendid achievement of finishing in 
the first dozen. Notable, too, was the 
forward running of Kirkup of York- 
shire and Booker (Berkshire). 

If the individual race was exciting, 
so. indeed, was the team contest. 

Surrey and Yorkshire battled it 
out magnificently. At the half way 
stage they were level with 89 points 
each, but in the final lap the young 
Surrey men gained several places. 

FIRST WIN SINCE 19359 

With three men in the first seven 
and five in the first 16, and with 
team captain Peter Pirie holding on 
to 30th place, Surrey scored a 
notable victory, their first since 1939. 
They had an aggregate of 75 points 
to Yorkshire's 99. 

Middlesex ran well to take third 
place from Lancashire. who, with a 
full team and on their own country, 
were disappointing. Noteworthy 
were the performances of ssex and 
Northumberland and D am, who 
well defeated more fancied counties 
to finish fifth and sixth 

The Joe Turner memorial trophy 
and medals for the team  show- 
ing the most improvement on pre- 
vious years deservedly went™ to 
Gloucester. but it was a close thing 
between them and Hampshire. 7 


Be a i 
MEZIDON, Normandy, 
Sunday.—England .. . 
England . . . England 
was the _ wonderful 
signal run up this after- 
noon as Gordon Pirie, 
Peter Driver, and Ken 
Norris came in 1, 2, 3 
against the best cross- 
country runners in the 


world. 

It was that way from the 
‘first lap of the soggy six 
‘miles 300 yards trek. 


And ‘the crack teams of 
Yugoslavia. France, Belgium, 
Switzerland, Spain, and 
Algeria gasped, groaned, and 
finally broke under the relent- 
less pace of the English team. 


CS», 


But it was Pirie the thousands 
who lined tae course -enthused 
over, It was Pirie first and the 
rest fighting hopelessly. 

The thin man of sport was 50 

yards in front as he came icping 
easily around the football pitch 
after the first lap. Ah, Pirie, Pirie ! 
chanted the ecstatic crowd. 
_ Pirie, head rolling from side to 
side, the famous puff-puff gasps of 
breath sending tiny white clouds 
into the crisp, clear air, might 
have been running all alone. 

Right behind him came Norris 
and Driver, running shoulder to 
Shoulder and running so easily. It 
was a glorious sight to see, the 
white vests with the red rose crest 
7 England strung out so bravely— 

o 2 3 

The challengers, Franz Mihalic, 
conqueror of Emil Zatopek, and 
Belgium’s ace -Marcel Van de 
Wattyne, were already looking 
grim, taut-faced. and anxious. 


-e clossique cross ce Mézidon a obtenu un succes sans precedent 
‘revers la campagne. Sur le terrain de football! de la municipalitc, le depart de fa categorie 


It was Iilke the thrill of seeing 
your favourite picture again and 
again as the runners came in lap 
after lap, always England, England, 
England. hon 

Peerless Pirie was the length of 
the Soccer pitch in front after the 
second lap. Boyish-looking Ken 
Norris had fallen heavily at a 
water jump but he was. still 
shoulder to shoulder with Driver. | 

Out in the country, Van de | 
Wattyne made a gamble of a! 
challenge. He burst past the two | 
good companions, Driver and | 
Norris, and took.a'10 yards lead. | 

Driver and Norris looked at each | 
other, nodded, turned on a big 
effort and heard Van de Wattyne | 
groan as they went past him, | 
The last lap was a tour of ! 
triumph for Pirie. The thousands 
who had left their farms and 
cottages to line the khaki-muddied 
course cheered and chorused Pirie, 
Pirie. Pirie, as he came “in with 
distance-killing stride. 


Runners Pirie had lapped stood 
still and shouted him on. Even at 
the last Pirie kept to his slogan : 
No one passes Pirie. 

Aman Pirie had lapped 
attempted to re-pass but galloping, 
gallant Pirle threw back his head 
and sprinted away as the cheers 
rose in salute of this last defiance. 

ne hundred and fifty yards 
b d Driver and Norris 
fighting out this = all- 
finish for second place. It was a 
tall, scarlet-faced Driver who made 


the deciding burst and then it was 


Enziand—1, 2. 3. ; 
Van de Wattyne gasped after the 
race: “It was too much. These 


English—the best in the worl 
Mihalic, white-faced. ex! 
and disappointed. mutte 
Brussels I ran against Pirie 
was murdered. This day 
were three killers.” 
Killer Pirie’s only comment: “I 
enjoyed the race. It was a folly 
good run. I felt fresher after 
three laps than I did at the start.” 
32mins 48sees, 1; Driver. 33-2. 2; 
33-5, 3; M Van de Wattyne 
(Belgium), 33-23, 4; F  Mihali 
Slavia), 33-38, 5; L Theys (Belgium), 33-41, 
6. W Boak (Britain), 17th. Team event : 
Britain 13 Yugos!avia 2: Belgium 3. 


there 


ene = téte aprés 400 .m. de course, Gordon Pirie ae 
3 lomais inquiété, On remarquera son aisance. 


plus de 4.000 spectateurs ont applaudi jes meilleurs specialistes curopeecns 


senicr vient d’étre donné a plusieurs centaines de 


~~ Ypeats the world 


‘From DESMOND HACKETT: Hannut, Belgium, Sunday 


E NGLAND again landed the old knock-out 1, 2, 3, in the cross-country 


| rac rid 
44 international this afternoon when the crack runners of vn si se 
| d finally broke before the power-paced Englishm 
fought, faded, and finally yr sg 

| who finished: 1, Gordon Pirie ; 2, Frank Sando ; 3, Ken . 

| ' Tucked in behind the surviving 

challengers and finishing seventh and 
eighth were two English recruits 
running in their first international — 
22-year-old R.A.F, man Ken Caulders 
and Ken Gates, 26-year-old wisp of 
determination from Liverpool. 

This day once again belonged to Gordon 
‘Pirie, the inscrutable thin man of athletics, 
that implacable machine who breaks the 
hearts of those who try to challenge his 
slogan: Who comes after 
Pirie ? ie 
Se ke completely the spirit of 
reigning world cross-country 
champion Franjo_ Mihailic, the 
-conqueror of Emil Zatopek, ; 
f=Mihailic’s challenge to Pirie over 
the near nine-mile course lasted 
three. minutes—Just long re 
eer Be pat en ine’ pompeny: of| 
tier Wa lobes and stretch out into| 


ia lead. that grew longer as the race| 
—jeontinued. | 


- ALOOF, ALONE 


} r four one-mile laps you could; 
aise slim, long-striding figure of | 
\Pirle dramatically outlined against 
‘the grey, brooding clouds and the} 
‘flat lands which stretch out into; 
the horizon. | 

There was Pirie, so magnifi-| 
cently aloof, alone, untouchable 

— as the greatest cross - country} 

runner in the world. 

So Mihailic and the Belgian aces| 
Marcel Van de Wattyne and Franz) 
“Herman, turned their bitter disap-| 
Se agrees against the English pair | 


Hari 


sic | 
rank Sando and Ken Norris. | 


For the first four laps Mihailic) 
“and the Belgians dug themselves| 
in with Norris and Sando, Then; 
Sando called to Norris “Shall we) 
step out?” Norris, gasping, | 
gallantly called back ‘Yes, let’s.”| 
They moved away and left the! 
Continentals behind. H 
And all the time there was a 
and one-man parade by Pirie 
apping runner after runner, Pirie 
with his head bobbing, his famous 
puff-puff style being greeted by 
‘ecstatic chants of ‘“Piree, Piree. 
Piree.” 


SHARED GLORY 


| 
By the sixth lap Norris and Sando| 
were sharing in Pirie's glory. as 
.Mihailic and the Belgians trailed) 
behind after seven miles acros. 
cloggw raining. «kha 
nged to Eng 
Pirle moved smoothly to a win 
that left the rest of the field 28 
seconds behind. 
Sando casual 


murmured 


Norris : “ Let us in tog 
and you go ahead at the fin ‘ 
Norris shouted back: “ You go 


you're running 


ahead, Frank, 

much More strong] 
*’ And so Sando, mo 
while others laboured, Ww 
second - place. at is. just 
easily these English aces of cross- 
country were able to organise a race 
among themselves. 

The Belgian Van de Wattyne won 
a@ sorint fin for fou : 
Mihailic was sixth, a shattered man 
who angrily refused tc be photo- 
Braphed with the English team. 


‘ENOUGH OF HIM’ 


Growled Mihai seen 
enough of that e 
Tuns no one can 
and now these o 
lve no one a chance.’ 

Mihailic cooied 
@ppealed to English Cr 
Union secretary Laurie : 
Son: “How can you have so many 
murderous runners ?” 

Richardson replied : ‘“‘ Easy, they 
Just train harder than anyone else 
in the world so they are the best 
.{in the world.” . 

And today the running men of 
England were just that—the best 
in the wor 


de course og 
concurrents. 


8.69 miles).—G 
F Sando, 43-33 
M Van de Wattyne 
(Belgium). 5: 
lacings : Eng 
19,2: Yugoslavia. 


TIERITAT OMAK (‘ss 


a 
e 


(ownrer 


Guurt 


Some idea of the gruelling condi- 


tions under which the Southern SOUTHERN—Brighton 
Counties cross-country cham- SENIOR (9 miles):—D A G Pirie (S 
pionships were run at Stanmer London H), 52m 48s, 1; K Norris (holder) 
Park on Saturday can be seen (ihemes V eae ge BY Foord 
i js Pot rr » 53.36, 3; M_ Barrett 
in this picture. It shows Pirie in (Ea . 53,46, 4; K F Caulder (Surrey 
the middle with Norris (right) AC.), 54.0, 5; P B Driver (S London ‘H), 
and Hugh Foord, of Brighton oA “Bando (Aylesford P.M.), 54.49, 7: 
A.C. They stayed like this most A F Newson (Herne Hill H). 64.49, 8: BT 1 H IN 
of the way. Barratt (Surrey A.C.), 55.11, 9: G T Old- PIRIE TRIUMP S 
ing one St ae age as 10; we F | * 
temic ae | Per S$ (Ilford A.C.), 55.21, ia; A 
Baker (Horsham B.S.), 55.29, 12. SOUT H RACE 
R_ S Clark (Herne Hill H), 55.49, 13; 
E W Whitehead (Finchley H), 55.51, | ' 
P J Pirie (South London H), 55.54, ‘BEATS COLD AND NORRIS 


J & Humphreys (South London H), 56.04, } 
26, Fe Tanbert (Wigmore), Bo tse le M a By JACK CRUMP 
uth Lonaer ee 2 tor De Beene =| =6All four district senior cross- 
(gs tk 0 56 . / | a A 
(eding Aes ake Boot PD ® Brooker ,country championships on Saturday 
TEAMS: South London Harriers (holders) |provided a change of itdividual 
(1, 6, 15, 16, 19, 25), 82 points, 1; Bel- ' title-holder. 
Sr Blackheath be serene’, Valley Hy 205, |” Gordon Pirle was first home in the 
5: Herne Hill Ct, soy, “4g Surrey A.C. 369, “Gouthem event at Stanmer Park, 
: : or Brighton, but he had a far harder 
struggle than had been expected over 
the hilly, nine-mile course. 
Pirie, suffering from a very heavy 
cold, did not manage to drop his op- 
;ponents in his customary manner and 
,for the first-half of the race Ken Nor- 
iris, the holder. and the local runner, | 
|H. V. Foord contested the lead. H 


Foor dropped 
a little behind | 
shortly before 
seven but 
the e-Norris 


fight continued 
until the final 
half-mile, when 
i pulled 
away to win an 
excellent race by 
60 yards in 
52min 48sec. In 
view of his cold 
this must be re- 
garded as an- 
other first-class 
achievement by 
Pirie. Norris was 
second in 52min 
d9sec and Foord 
third in 53min 


36sec. 
> : a M. L. Barratt, 
Pirie—Splendid Last year's 


P aN ESA Ee Southern junior 

SOMEVEMENL.. Grarapien ” an 
splendidly to finish fourth, the Eng- 
1 junior champion, K. F. Caulder, : 
taking fifth place in front of the in- | 
ternational trio, P. B. Driver, F. Sando 
and M. R. Maynard. 

Pirie’s club. South London Harriers, 
easily retained the team title with 
82pts, Belgrave surprising Thames 
Valley to fin second with 182pts 
to the Valley's 205. 


4 HOURS eee 


CLIT OPT AL A eA fi 


‘(jaa ‘Led from the start 


BAREFOO T SouTH LONDON HARRIERS Were in devastating form SENIOR (9 miles) :D A G Pirle (holder), § 
9 in the National races on Saturday, ee 


+. Sim 44s, 1; W P Rangér (East- 
When, Over the bourne Rovers) ‘$2.10. 2; K LL Norris 


F, ington, in Bed- (Desay an iey, BD: iG), 5226, a: Mk 
HE 1D E HG H fordshire, they won the team races in the Youths’, Junior Sande cassia, Hill H). 62.27, si FR 
iz: And Senior events. and i j ’ 


their sta ru G a Pp = Sford Paper Mills S.C.), 52.28, 
r Tunner, Gordon Pirie, 
. : 3 . ' ? W Boak (Elswick , 52.29, 7: G Rhod 
ee Scored his third successive victory in the Senior race. (N Staffordshire By yo 55-9. Vig Oy Rhodes 
Pirie 8 race had two The “Irrepressibles’ » achieve. (Brighton A.C.), 53.33, 9: K F Cader 


. i: ey AC.), 52.49, 10; A J Weeks-Pear- 
‘Ment in winning all three team ro eceheath “H), 53.8. 14; F Kirkup 

other heroes titles has never been approached England Team For OT em. 88.20, 12. 
13 before and is unlikel to : A Choriron (Doncaster Plant Works A.C.), 
': By DAVID WYNNE. 2 ‘ ¥ to ever be . : K Wood (Sheffield United H. and 
y NE-MORGAN equalled 4; A E Dalton (Birchfield 
/ tere nternational ie he eee a, field. H) 
(GORDON PIRIE, the “ puff- Pirie's treble has been sur- ‘ “*K Gates (Liverpool Pemoren: 
puff” that never runs _ Passed in the history of this race, Pua SANDO (Aylesford , AGO, 54.14, 17; J Salt (Rochdale 
out of steam, is ready to Alfred Shrubb and Pat Stenning Paper Mills) will captain 7, *24,4: H). 54.40, 39; Raearey (Coven- 

Carry off the European cross. both having won the event in four the England team to defend the ra HS, 54.43, go, 
country championship at successive years, international championship at ae an pubridge ee, AC), rere 
San Sebastian, Spain, in a The opposition the old-timers} San Sebastian (Spain) on 54/47, 22: Re Dawes ( erpool ‘and 
fortnight’s time. bad to ‘contend with, however.; March 19. Team:— mio ,58:49, 23; P J Pirie (South London 

: P could hardly be compared with H), 64.54. 24;"L Eyre (Hare i 
_He proved it when, sometimes that of today, when sO Many of the; _ D A G Pirie, W P Ranger, K L Norris, Cub H. and A.C.), 54.57, 25 


Sin. deep in mud, and running colossal field’ of 544 Starters had| §, 4 Hardy. MR Maynard, FOR Sands 


WRB Vv ‘South London H), 55.1, 26; F Norris (Bol- 
the last three miles barefoot, undergone the modern severe oak, G Rhodes, H Foord. Reserve ton United 


ted H. and A.C.), 55.3, ; 
s ; d rae & : to travel: K Caulder (Surrey A.C.). Other rk (Heme Hill H), 55.4, 26 JW St 
he Spreadeagled the field to win training which Involved covering a weerves: A Choriton (Doncaster Plant yorking Be Pecrs: 555, 29: BT Barrett 
the English title by 200 yards }undred miles o; more a week, Wks), E Kirkup (Rotherham): : 


oe " (Surrey A.C.), 55.6, 30, 
at Car ington Aerodrome, near Witha bitterly cold wind blowing 


a Fy es ; ¥ 7 J Ay T Harwood (Queen's Park H), 55,12, 31: 

Bedford, on Saturday. Tt was te y flat nine miles | “www D Walker ShetMeld United Hand 4.¢.); 
A A ; * 'se, ran heavy in parts, |.. ; ooi3 32: G Knight (Essex B), 65.14, 33; 
his third Successive win in the Pirie was soon out in front. DELES, j tions. which incidentally provided ML Barratt sEaling H), 55.35, 34: JR 


In the first 1.000 yards he haq/the first aid peop.e with 25 casual- Humphreys (South London H). 55.16, 75; 
vq Would like the ground to be opened IP se peaP_ Of SO yards, and | ties, lost his shoes mie GigkY Patch A Walker (Rorton “Hand gg 36 BSS; 
hard and f. in'S ” looked all sets : ry. {Of plough ha‘f a mice out on the 26; E W Whitehead crinchley H), 55.20, 
aa Map| ast in Spain, he said, au Set for an easy Victory. last lap and finished the course 37 Firth (South London Hy)’ 55.31, 
anything gr today I shan’t mind CROWD MIX-UP barefoot. ‘ 38: laughter (Morpeth H), 55.32. 39: 
‘ & J_E Nichols (Sheffield United H, 
Immediately after the race he 5 . ; 


s - . is and A.C,), 
ronan of jimin. 44sec, was 3.33, 40. 
was hunted unsuccessfully by Racing hard to Keep in touch |&XcePtionally go d considering the TEAMS.—South London H. (D 4 G P. 
many of the 7,000 crowd, most of with Pirie came five Southern run-|f0rce of the’ wind. Which was 


aan : = 1, P J Pirie 24 J Lyne 26, J R Humphreys 
whom had been drawn by the ners, Ken Norris. Maynard, Foord, | 88ainst the ure TOF MH Buta, 35a Wiccn oo, & A Ashforth 56). 180 
magic of his name, But Pirie Sando. and Caulder, with Kirkup, | 1th of the course, Hatton Birchfield H. (A E Dalton 15.°R H 
was nowhere to be found. the Northern ¢ 


Jounties runner-up, Ken No s. who beat Pirie over Hatton 16. B Browning 43, W E Butcher 


= Py - 5 ¢ 5 i 2: 
and Hardy, the Midland champion. | a ‘Treacherous course in the inter Bolton Ge ted Wat Ac hg eae 
Trod on thorns Their endeayours recelved some | fCunties. toid me afterwards that J Haslam £3, O Wright 46, J Eastam 51: 


unexpected assistance when irie,| R€ would have been much cioser 4 “Morgan 82, H Minshall 63), 291, 
He had gone back over the completing the first three-mile tic: to Pirie had the muddy streiches Thames Valley H. (K L Norris 3,.E GE 


cuit, got tangled up. in the er nov bogged him down. 7 AE es 64, E Elderfield 79, P J 
Ted-and-white, German running who’ fad crowd |. 


mistaken the course he!’ He will haye the opportunity to ; : : : 
shoes. At the beginning of the was taking, and suddenly con- in a fortnight, when with en assters 81, C Roffey 71, 
last lap one came off. and so he verged on him. 


Pi 4 
jPirie. Sando (captain) Ranger, Walker 21, 47g 87) A Bedfore 89, | Gordon Pirie has a_ foot 
kicked the other off. Dodging from side t id i | Hardy, Maynard. Boak. Rhodes, and sans inspection after his victory. 
lis search was unsuccessful, almost coming atu “Ie §7de anc |Foord he will represent England in Been ee 
but, as he returned disconso- small lad, whe an put ee rere the Internationa! at San Sebacti Be ER en | eee ae ae 
lately for the brize-giving, his lost best part o: Ti 220 Alm, tle) where I understand the course 
> father waved a parcel in his face. sisi bes Hert of bis roy teen ea.) fast one. 
They were his shoes, A Supporter country on > second Hone "oe 
ad Picked them up and returned found the young Nosten Kirkup| BELATED REWARD 
That left Gordon with only one — on ws heels. , ‘ South London's victory in the 
Would his feet be all irkup neid on tenaciously for team race, their first ever, aithotgh 


a little over «4 mile, but Pirie’s they have been placed on eleven 
“I trod on a lot of thorns in Telentless, heart-breaking Stride | occasions, was thoroughly deserved | 
my bare feet,” he said, “but I eventually proved too much for because they Were without Peter 
Was SO cold at the time { did not Kirkup, and he e}] back into the! Dr 


E whe , iver, who Was sixth in the 
feel anything. I hope they do second closely-linked string, who! Sout 


C Clo: L thern, ahead of Sando and May-! 

not fester.” most fighting for the runners-up/nard, but had to cry off with flu. 
gpa he ad pihosless gcd Peshion, . Led a oe neatie’s Ider 
bs course, i ad to. could rother Peter, the ot aer five S.L.H, 
not run with only one shoe and, RANGER GOES UP runners packed well and finished in 


an any Case, ye mud does not At six miles 
a n u e i e n : es 
syoee.” With bow cas phe have vera anead, t 8roup consisted scoring six were past internationa’s. 
less weight to carry,” Suncor sha eed ‘ ee rAuy! South London's success in the 
The race produced two other ANB EL, o Aad moved up a dozen other two races though deserved, 
neroes. One was Ken Nowe Hardy,” Mavnard. Cai ger ng Sane. Ras Not overwhelming, Twenty- | 
‘i Pera ec : ‘ :| five ints separ : g 
runners. this seasmee COnstgten And iyo eons k's IntemaienG| te Manchester ware tem from 
day he was ordered to bed for a Bi gs .8n4 Elswick's international! Guy in the Youth’s event in which 
se | . : es , they also had t ru "~ ) 
ne etbes ng Ulver, “miue weeny seh tse hat ie no real Picton 
. F this peneee fags ng on Pied to/nowever, for that strong Bramley 
his 1, following which there bo Ocking, w als he 
Plucky Norris yas a now unbreachable stretch of tithe or ues: who also” won the 
00 yards I 
“I had to run in this race.” he yatds to the 


: Tl - ext man, . in the junior event S.L.H. 
said. “TI felt that if I didn’t | Ana oh changed very little in 


; the final three mj es, except that sal gap of 106 faces between third 
Been pe picked for the Foord fell away ew places, while! and tourth scoring youngster in the 

Aioaien Stl not completely ene Maynard finished stron: ; Coventry Godiva team. the other 
better Norris finished third, less fy, 0 deprive Sando of fourth | three members of which ran br 


- 56 for a total of 180 points, 65 
nN Pirie, over 100 ahead of Birchfield, four of whose 


t ; wat or fifth places, liantly to take sixth ninth, ar 

than a minute behind Pirie, Pirie, who showed signs of having eleventh places in the field of well 
The other hero was a newcomer, fejt¢ the toughness of the condi-|over 500 

25-year-old George Rhodes. who, : 


with his brother, runs a hauiage 
business in Staffordshire, 
He finished eighth in his first 
nationa. championship ana so 
gets into the English team in 
onty his second full season. 
The race was a triumph for 
Gordon Pirie’s club, South 
London Harriers, After trying 
for 79 years they won the team 
rent for the first time, and 
idt it in by carrying off the 
and the youth champion- 
hips as well 
Frank Sando (Aylesford. Paper 
M2t!s) will captain this English 
team at San Sebastian : 
JB AG. 


He meant to finish! Gordon Pirie winning the National Senior 
Race barefoot at Cardington on Saturday. 


BARE-FOOTNOTE : Pirie’s feet 
tocx no harm, While he was out 
fo: a training spin yesterday, his 
mother reported: °« Gordon is 
quite O.K. He is feeling fine.” 


Flu man 
Pirie has 
faint hope 


Ranger as winner 


From GEORGE WHITING: San Sebastian (Spain), Saturday 


here will be no Gordon Pirie in this afternoon’s international cross- 
country championship here. Faint hopes that he might have been a 
starter were dashed this morning when Dr. Antonio Gastaminza ordered: 


“ Remain in bed.” 

Influenza victim Pirie, by 
now the most celebrated 
invalid in Spain, still has a 
temperature and a high pulse 
rate and unless his condition 
improves he will not return 
with the rest of the England 
team tomorrow. 


Orange juice 


Pirie, propped up in bed and 
feeding on orange juice and 
chocolate, was a disappointed 
man as he told me his troubles. 


“This must be my unlucky 
race. I have been chosen four 
times, run only once, kept out 
twice by illness or injury —and 
now this. The annoying part is 
that this international is the 


1 


= — is : _ 
A ticket to Spain. Gordon Pirie receives his letter of authority for the forthcoming 
International from the Mayor of Bedford (Ald. C. A. E. €, Howard), who was 


ee ae any shape ash np Neg Remo aah is Mr. R. G. Gale From DESMOND HACKETT only bg race I have never won 
eputy Mayor), and on his left Mr. L. Fb. wards | ide ; : isk ‘i mon 1 this (ime by suse 
y s’ (President of the English SAN SEBASTIAN, Friday. — won it this time by streets.” 


} Gordon Pirie, world’s No. 1 
cross-country runner, is almost 
certain to have to miss his 
hoodoo race—the ‘ European 
championship—tomorrow. 

Pirie developed flu. when he 
arrived and today tried desper- 
ately to run off the effects. But 
he finished up in bed in a state 
of collapse. 

A doctor was called in, and 
the hourly bulletins are the most 
eagerly read news around these 
parts. F 

“ Puff-puff ” Pirie, the Stanley 
Matthews oO: cross-country, was 
expected to draw a _ record 
30,000 crowd, and the locals had 
bet many pesetas on the distance 
by which Pirie would win. 

Pirie has four times qualified 
for tne European championship, 


Without Pirie, today’s 14.000- 
metre race at the Hipodromo de 
Lasarte racecourse undoubtedly 
loses much of its interest so far 
as records are concerned but 
England are still hot favourites 
to keep the team honours they 
have held for the last two years. 

Last season, we had seven 
men in the first nine—without 
Pirie. I ill think we can do 
almost as well today. 


Cross-Country Union 


PIRIE consoles himself with tea in bed after medical 
examination had ruled him out of the championship race.— 
Today’s radio picture from Spain, 


| : Paint salesman Gordon Pirie, star of an England team bus kas been able to run only 
Pea ouplained by statistician Frank Sando, left London a ae vipidie Du 
1 today or Saturday’s international cros devolpe us symptoms u 
* : i S - count si é ished 
‘ championships at San Sebastian, Spain. id eee eee een ae : 


This evening he told me: “I 
will run only if I feel fit. I tried 
to run against this kind of 
thing in Paris and it has been a 
nightmare ever since.’ 

I did my best to cheer up 
Pirie by playing cards in_ his 
bedroom overlogking a  suniit 
bay so beautiful that it looked 
like a tourist poster come true. 


WORK-OUT 


This morning Pirie, wearing I 
sweaters under a track suit, a 
ski-ing suit and a pixie hood, | 
ran over the course, winding a 
through the local race track, by 
a whirling river and through an i 
orchard. k 
After an hour-long work-out t 
Pirie looked grey and weary. He i 
was a man in agony. 
Last words trom Pirie: * Don’t 
count me out. If I feel I can 
put on a snow I will be out 
there running for England.” 
Team manager George Dunn 
said: ‘With Gordon you can 
never tell. We will have a final 
test before the race, and J still 
give him a 50—50 chance. 
Pirie or no Pirie, it will still ; 
be England first. If he does not 
run, the title fight will be 
between three men of Eng:and— 
little Frank Sando, boyish-look- 
ing Ken Norris, and R.A.P. 
cnampion Pat Ranger. 


mt Oe fs tas 7 ae ee 
TOUT IRA BIEN. — Pirie a failli faire éclater le thermométre. « Demain, tu restes au lit, lui 
dit son entraineur, mais tu peux compter sur les autres, il n'y avait guére que Mimoun pour 
les battre et Mimoun ne partira pas. » San Sebastian a connu sa « promenade des Angiais ». 


hee DEI Ee AA Rel 1 tons PIRIE’S FINE SIX _ = SMAMERG __{ utr Ties NOW PIRIE | 


 SANDO BEATS PIRIE. MILES RACE 6 rues, 7 RUNS 


—AND HIS RECORD _ SCHOOLBOYS MEETING (Hare Gin P : ) 
LTHOUGH South London Harriers romped home, easy CONCLUDED pe SOR Sey Near - i WITH HIS 
A ls 'G C ir UK. 


winners of the Great Britain London-Brighton road relay 


| 
| 
1 
| 
final, it was Aylesford Paper Mills’ international champion, FROM OUR ATHLETICS CORRESPONDENT We = = ft ss 
~ Frank Sando, who provided the nO a Gordo Pinks The quality of the running as a whole, 
: ; ; coon oF lac year for the 63 miles apart from that of the winner, D. A. G. : 
stretch from Crawley to Handcross Pirie, and his runner-up, K. L. Norris, By DOUG WILSON 
by 33 seconds down to 32 minutes i made the race for the Southern six miles ! 
54 seconds. i championship a memorable event at the i 
eae: : _ He. mplor | (Famous miler, our Ath 
bad “deen hs a lead. bia ee laser i = Reporter) nye 
| Making his own running, he | championship, as usual, ha been grafte ORDON PIRIE 
| clocked 33 minutes 54 seconds. - on to the Schools meeting which ' G new tactics fee 
| goes ee broken eigh had been started on the previous day No longer will he blaze 
| wafter Gi. ‘Wilson put South | and now had reached the stage when away from the gun, refusing 
' London Harriers in front in the | only semi-finals and finals remained to to be overtaken’ at any ; 
| second lop, - was : —— be decided. , ‘“ t 
H progress a he way. 1 . a 4 : E ns » he will try guile, and 
H g over the latter stages, with The fact that. Pirie had with him on the show us a finishing burst, com. 
I victory assured, they would’ have track each of the 25 seeded runners—of parable with anything R 
i beaten thai own feet vearis record itself a notable happening—was, perhaps, Bannister ever eroduees oger 
bv considerably more’ than the 2 the first indication of the kind of race which yay blic vi ft 
minutes 18 seconds, which brought lay ahead. Some of the all too few spectators Prag Wd = eg of the new 
the new record to 4 hours 29 no doubt concentrated upon the possibility Tonten, one t td 2 ae ae 
minutes 19 seconds. of a new British record, but, although that won the Southern ah > title 
| Results: 1, South London Was not quite to be, for Pirie’s time was two in the championship Ceee et 
| Harriers, 4hr. 29min. 19sec.: 2, seconds behind his own previous best on the time of 28min. 21 Asoo. bin 
{ Polytechnic H., 4-33-15: 3, Sheffield same track, it was the size and excellence second fastest, ei 
j United H., 4-33-29; 4, Belgrave H., of the opposing field which largely explained When courag eous Ken Norri 
| 4-34-15; 5, Thames Valley H., what the record-mongers may have regarded k ] 8 orris 
| 4-35-22; 6, Herne Hill Harriers, as a failure. come 8 “Pie oes one ee } 
i 4-36-15. Three-and-a-quarter miles, indeed. had to low, and did not rush to the 
| be covered before even the last runner could front until the last. 300 yards 
be lapped, and one learned afterwards that But when he did let rip 
13 competitors had finished inside the Norris had no answer. T doubt 
A.A.A. standard time of 30 seconds. That Whether any runner in the 
and Pirie’s superb stride and good judgment world would have had, either, 
| in reeling off the 24 laps, half of them at Norris. who finished Second. 30 
the heels of Norris, who surely never before yards down, had the satisfac- H 
| had raced so well on a track, were the things tion of recording 28min, 25.6sec., 
Pirie (S.L.H.) leads the London-Brighton Relay Field which deserved most attention. fourth fastest time ever. Again 
. RELENTLESS PACE eae na Et the’ Seat 
j ee eee eae ee er ae Sanne eer ———- SLE 490 J eave im Out o ne mpire 
It is too early to arrive at a definite Games team last season. 
conclusions, but, on Saturday’s form, it , 9 ; ye } 
certainly looks as if Pirie has completely Driver 8 mistake i 
re-found himself and is well on the Way to Hugh Ford confirmed the 


: reputation he gained over the 
Hy MEIONSHIP.— country by finishing third in 
bi Ke. Ee Met this classic field, 

Too much attention should 


a great season—perhaps his greatest so far. 
For some of his opponents, notably P. D. 
Driver, the effort came too soon for them 
to be able to do themselves justice. The t \ 
times for the six miles indicate both the pace not be paid to_the poor showing 
set by the leaders and the relentless steadiness ; a ge Sk Games champion 
of their running—one mile, 4min. 4].4sec. : te Pi : ee yoo rears lapped 
two miles, 9min. 24.8sec.; three y firie, finished eighth, 
14min. 8.4sec.; four miles, 18min. 54 foe nn made yi mistake 
five aes 23min. 42.8sec.: six bout of Infinentae Phare’ 
28min. 21.4sec. eee 
; — always was well up in the race. but art ee aoe ee that a 
€ does not possess Pirie’s devastating finish A hs : 
and so could not give more than 1 outlook te He smote raga 
impressively smooth performance from start Seas moters. I was present when he 
to finish. Norris took the lead from Pirie was being urged to allow his 
in the fourth mile, these two alr eady hav two-mile race at Manchester on 
separated themselves from the rest of Mav 14 to be advertised as an 
attempt on the world record. 
“It will be nothing of the 


PIRIE RUNS 
BAREFOOT 


he 
field by 80 yards. Foord was the nearest 


ee oan ee 
{ 
| 
i 
i 
| 
| 
i 
%s i] 
1 
2 | 
é ; : i 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
i 
— eee ‘i 


man. The two leaders ran in tandem u 


the final backstretch, when Pirie sort,” he said. “TI am going to 
{ himself. go. He ended up the ner by uy to_win in a fast time.” 
nearly 30 yards, but it still was well worth L On Friday week Pirie flies to 
bearing in’ mind that only the three giants, Germany to see his coach, 
Zatopek, Kovacs, and Pirie have done tf Waldemar Gerschler, at Frei- 


burg University. While there, 
he will have ‘two races over 
£ 3.000 and 2.000 metres in which 
he is hoping to “do something 
good.” 


distance in faster time than Norris’s 28min. 
25.6sec. Pirie on this occ on was 4.2sec. 
faster than Norri His chances of beating 
the world record of 27min. 59.2sec.. set 
up by Zatopek, can now be regarded as 
rather better than fair. 


To harden the soles of his feet, 


Puff-Puff Pirie meets Puffer Andrews, wonder runner Gordon Pirie 
but would Eamonn look as happy without = removed his shoes for a few : 
that cigarette in his hand? Mention of laps on the Tooting Bec ~ 

Pirie’s nickname brought a quick halt to after his regular work-out a 

one of our columnist’s short periods of : speed for about three hours. 


abstention- 


i. 


Flying out from London Air- 
port today, wonder runner 
Gordon Pirie was off to Germany 
to compete in the 3,000 metres 
race at Freiberg tomorrow. 


ORRY, CUSTOMS 
TELL PIR 


By JONATHAN 


{ ORDON PIRIE will 


apology in the next few d 
contain the camera which he won in 
which he refused to pay duty. 
from the Customs authorities. 

Pirie won the camera, valued 


o 


opponents in a race at Freib 
At London Airport he to! 

and how he had won the came 
He refused. Customs kept the 
Pirie later wrote asking for 
the camera to be released. T 
authorities satisfied themselves 
ra was an award 0: 


They wrote apologetically ‘o 
e informing him that a m: 
take had been made and that 
mera would be forwarded. 
So the conundrum T s 
column receiitly happilt 
swereds 
Why. I asked. should Pirie 
requested to pay £4 on his prize 
when B.O.A.C. stewardess A 
Price was allowed to bring in. 
duty-free, a £2.000 ring awarded 
to her in a Queen of the Air com- 
petition in Johannesburg ? 


Proof needed 


CUSTOMS official explained 
“Unless we 
ve proof that a prize is a 


a 


a yesterday : 
h 
prize acc 
law 


‘ 


ding to the letter 
we must charge 
e tax or hold the p 
i tion at 


and an 
arcel will 
Germany and 
The apol 


ing international 
nt there 
oms offic 


the Ct cials who he was 


asked to pay £4 duty, 


WONDER BURST 
WINS MILE RACE 
FOR PIRIE 


From ROY MOOR . 


HEILBRONN, Southern Germany, Sunday. 
ACK to international track racing here to- 
day came puffing Gordon Pirie—with a 
; fantastic 300-yard finishing burst which put. 
25 yards at the tape between himself and 
' German Olympic finalist Rolf Lammers. 
Pirie’s time for this mile was 4min. 12.4sec. 
“That burst convinced me Pirie is in wonderful 
pe,” said his German coach, Professor Gerschler. 
{ asked him if he is also convinced Pirie can do a 
‘four-minute mile. The professor was evasive : “He 
can be much faster,” he said, “ and will race at this 
shorter distance until he has PROVED to me he can 
run a very fast mule.’ 
This may mean Pirie racing for the mile title at 
the national championships in July instead of the 
six miles. 


Champion on a bicycle 


_. The crowd roared for Pirie as he whipped up to 
‘that tremendous sprint down the finishing straight. 
Minutes later 
shampion rode a lep of honour on a new green 
dicycle—his pr 

Pirie was Dp 


they roared again as the English 


ize. 

pleased by his performance. It made 
lim forget his disappointment of the day before 
yhen he was nearly five seconds outside the German 


3,000 metres record at Freiburg. 

He had hoped for a time 10 
seconds faster than his 8min. 22.4sec. 
made the mistake of racing 
too fast in the early laps. 

Today he was content with pass- 

half-mile in 2min. 8.4sec., 
j th a last lap of 
i showing no distress. 
told me he is not worry- 
the eix es—for which 
e expected to break the world 
scord--until he races Emil Zatopek 
Prague later i ne season. 

< has severe 
with Professor 

g University. 
ill be training 


THE PIRIES’ TRIUMPH 


Gordon Pirie won the 3,000 metres 


\in an international athletics meeting 


at Freiburg yesterday in 8min 
22.4secs. Peter Pirie was second in 
29.2, and Helmut Thumm, of 
Germany, third in 8-30.2. 


\ 


Ve. 


ane 


vy tape. 


— 


$57 


SPORTS STADIUM OPENING.—Gordon Pirie opened Erith’s new sports stadium on Saturday The famous runner 
is accompanied on the dais by the Mayor of Erith, Councillor W. Boast, J.P. (eft), and the Town Clerk of Erith (Mr 
J. A. Crompton (right). The Mayoress of Erith is on the extreme right of the picture, while borough officials seen on 
the left are Mr. I. Steel (Deputy Borough Survevor), Mr. J. Muckatrt (Parks Superintendent) and Mr. J. H. Clayton 
CRarongh Survevar* 


+ ORDON PIRIE, who is president of Erith and District 

X Athletic Club, told some 4,000 spectators that Erith 
was setting an example to other places in the country which 
did not have a running track of their own, when he opened 
Erith’s new £20,000 sports stadium on Saturday. 


There was a big disappointment in that as Pirie was suffering 
from tonsilitis, he was under doctor’s orders not to compete in 
the invitation 880yds. race as arranged. Nevertheless, there were 
plenty of thrills in the programme of field events which featured 
six of England’s leading amateur athletic clubs. 


Before calling on Gordon 
Pirie to perform the opening | 
ceremony, the Mayor of Erith! 
(Councillor W. Boast, J.P.).con- ; 
gratulated the great sportsman 
on his brilliant performance at 
the White City the previous 
week, when he won the South- 
ern Counties six miles title. 

After saying that Erith was 
setting a great example in the 
athletic world, Mr. _ Pirie 
appealed to the boys and girls 
in Erith to use their new track. 
“You must get the local boys 
and girls to use this track as 
much as they can, for the 
future of the country in the 
field of sport depends upon 
these boys and girls,” he 
declared. 


Speaking to a Kentish Times 
reporter after the opening cere- 
mony, Mr. Pirie said: ‘As 
president of Erith and District 
Athletic Club, I want the 
youngsters from the local 
schools, who have any inclina- 
tion to run, to come forward 
and join the club.” 


He said he was most 

impressed by the new sports 
stadium. The track, although 
it required time to settle, 
appeared to be in very good 
condition, while the surround- 
ings were ideal. 
Referring to his inability to 
» part in the racing pro- 
inume, Mr. Pirie said he was 
t disappointed, but he was 
ure that everyone would 
ppreciate that, in view of_his 
cing commitments in Ger- 
this week-end, his doctor 
structed him not to run 
e still suffering from a bout 
of tonsillitis. 
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IBBOTSON SENDS PIRIE PUFFING TO NEW HEIGHTS | 


[He 


ESTLESS, relentless Gordon Pirie was out train- 
ing all yesterday trying to reach a less-than- 

four-minute-mile peak by 3.20 this afternoon. 

Pirie is still certain he can do as well as Hungary’s 

Istavan Tabori and Britain’s Chris Chataway and Brian 

Hewson, all of whom beat four minutes at London’s 

White City on Saturday in the most sensational mile 

race ever seen. 

Galloping Gordon tried gal- 

Jantly in his heat of the 

inter-counties mile, less than 


an hour after news of the But below is the man who 
fabulous Tabori- Chataway - could not make it four In a 


By ROY MOOR 


| WF Gordon Pirie can cover a mile in 4min. | 9sec. 
while running the world’s second fastest 2,000 
metres (1 mile 427 yards), how fast can he’ run the | 
| mile without having to reserve power for the extra | 
: 427 yards ? : 
Let Pirie himself reply: “ Maybe 4min. 2sec., or perhaps 


in. isec.” That was his carefully considered opinion after 
eee me to within 2.8sec. of Gaston Reiff’s 2,000 metres world, 


record of 5min. qsec. during the Universities’ Athletic Union 

championships at the White City, Manchester, on Saturday. Hewson epic had been flashed day. he Nae yates Boe 

: ee ewes) Watch him try to prove it at round the world in the Counties Champion- 
next week-end’s British Games ; hi ° after a first lap of 
jn London. He will warm up But he had no pacemaker. He a e. prtefowed to a time of 
tonight against A.A.A. champion went off like a bomb to lead the sec. peers Avot 


field around the first bend and 
clocked a startling 58 secs. for 
the first lap. And, like a bomb, 
Gordon blew up. 

At the half-mile—2min. 1.6 sec. 
—ace-coach Franz Stampfi, who 
had carefully prepared Chataway 
and Hewson over the past seven 
months, turned to meé and shook 
his head. 


WRONG WAY 


aD 


Brian Hewson over 800 yards in 
an inter-ciub relay at Tooting. 

After watching every etride of his 
run at Manchester Iam,in no doubt 
that Pirie is a four-minute miler. 
What a pity he will not: be in the 
international mile against Hewson 
Chris Chataway and Hungary’s 
Santos Iharos at the Gameg next 
Saturday. There he would find pace- 
makers to bring the best out- ot 
him. Instead he will race for Surrey 
in, the inter-county championship 
mile. 


Pacemakers needed 


Here the fastest opposition is likely 
to come from Frank Wyatt 
(Gloucester). Ralph Dunkley 
(Middiesex) and Dennis Crook 
(Devon). If only one of these fine 
jyoung runners can do an ‘ Ibbot- 


“Pirie is a marvel,” he said, 
“but he can’t beat four minutes 
this way.” He was right. Gordon— 
38min, 4.8sec.—was nea ly three 
seconds slower than the four- 
minute men at three-quarters of & 
mile. HE FINISHED IN 4MILN. 


GORDON PIRIE 
i. he is confident he can do 99SEC. 


son” on him Pirie will bur —-—— a 

the four-minute barrier. stithrough ~ aR peice og ay lie a four-minute mile. Can Pirie crack the magical 240 
Dennis Ibbotson, a_ self-trained _ = — seconds in the inter-counties final 
Huddersfield cross-country runner t ; - wilt = $ today? The odds are against him, 
|with no miling experience, startled ~- ee L Orta oH larn JERS | ie f unless there are other competitors 
the crowd—and Pirie—at Manchester see eas es ee 7 4 ‘ willing—and able—to help push 


by dashing into the lead with littl 7a tiga 
|more than a lap of the 2,000 metres : : M i Py @ p, RK {9 i< 

\race to gO when Pirie was already aera) pate et 

setting a hot pace. 

Ibbotson s6till headed Pirie ag he a rewercrcmenrrne 
raced past the mile post in 4min. ry ° 
8.8sec.—1.6sec. faster than the fromer 
world record holder Paavo Nurmi 


a a 4 
ever ran the distance. 7 
The shock sent Pirie almost ; r 
sprinting away over the final 300 ; 
yards. A plucky Ibbotson chased + ‘ 


hard and was less than 20 yards 
down at the finish in 5min. 12.8sec. 


a 
Speed and stamina still cracks re . 
“Jy had no idea I could run such cor 


a fast mile, let alone carry on for 
another 400 yards _ afterwards,” 
Ibbotson told me. “Only recently 


a 
my R.A.F. pals at Yatesbury were " 
telling me to give up three-mile 
races and concentrate on six-mile 
events because I seemed to have i 


more stamina than speed. i 


him along. 

Tabori’s previous best was 
4min, 5.2sec. at the White City last 
year. 


‘ 


“JT entered the race only for the ORDON PIRIE is getting | still only thr 

oe compel et een Ges | anit nearer that four-minute q0r wee pute uuene te 
i e otson. “ en : es min. 2.8sec. | . @ 

he started to go away from, the rest ‘He covered the dist Then Pirie . 
of us I thought I would try and 4min. 6sec. On < cteaggeata aig | Re iciey a rie ee 
stay with him. I found I could | soaked Motspur Park track fleld behind him by 205 rs 
and as I still seemed to be running ~ ee the A.A.A. against Lon- in less than 150. yards 
comfortably I thought I would try don University last night. He slowed over the back 


Surrey Mil 


and beat him. But I couldn't co The impressive featu straight—* I was i 
with his wonderful finish.” PS the run was that Pirie led thinkin of what ‘ane T 
Now, Ibbotson has a big prob- the field for almost three would do,” he said after- 


re e 
lem—how to re-arrange Fie ‘seas laps. wards—but managed t 
son's programme to include mile John Evans the London gs explosive finish. _ § e 
races. “I'l manage it some how.” : Pee ine anak was in jute we ne time was a 
he says. He is § ul . arter a— , -28eC, 
niles at the Seger tires clocked in 59.6sec. ihe genes This is Pirie’s fourth sub. By H. Je OATEN 
\ While in Manchester Pirie stayed pier Pirle took command. 4min.-l0sec. mile thig XORDON PIRI~ came bac 
jwith one of his South London club + eae roa ia him until page rere the second best X the track in the Surrey 
olleagues Martin Walmsiey, who is s e half mile (reached areer, letie championships ab Mot 


Iam a little disappointed Park this afternoon. defendin: 


mile title, which he won last 
in the record time of 4 
10.6sec. 


|; student at Manchester Universit in 2min, 1.8sec.)) and was 
as 1 Manct i ty. i i 

\He watched Walmsley qualify for he ih i herd Was 53.2sec.,” he 
‘A.U. mile championship final up, “but at least 


en gave him a few hints. é le near that four 


“The outcome was a_ surpris 
inches victory for Walmsley in Nine Evans was second in 4min He had an easy heat, win 
r rd-breakim 4min. 95! fir 94sec., and Chris Brash = comfortably in. 4 min. 22 sec 
eco eg a 9sec. nal. : laboured hi hi er suffered no inconvenience 

International selection is likely to reat oe third in the arm injury which caused 


¢. ‘4 Ta} 1 3 + 
fohlow for Walmsley this week. to scratch from the inter-cou 
mile last Monday. 

Gordon Pirie Won the Ss 

Mile championship in a new ft 

time of 4min, 8.6sec.—two Se 

faster than his own record. 

ran the third lap in 57.7sec. 
of the fastest of all times. 

Peter Driver Was secon 


,_ Pirle’s time will probat 

| count as a new track recore, 
s the previous best. Bannis- 

er’s 4min. 2sec., was not 

accepted when put forward 

has a British record. 


Rien tnt 


| 
1 


UTNE etree 


‘dust too easy,’ says Gordon 


Home comes Gordon Pirie a | don’s first comment after beat- 
good six yards ahead of Laszlo ing the Hungarian stars was: 
Tabori and still farther ahead | “It was just too easy! It 
of Sandor tharos, And Gor- seemed like a walk past.” 


A VICTORY TO MAKE BRITAIN PROUD 


Pirie beats tharos 
AND Tabori 


RAVO, Gordon Pirie! He beat both Laszlo Tabori and S: ° 
Iharos, Hungarian stars of the Whitsun meeting at White City 


here tonight in a special 2,000 metres international event 
brilliant effort. 


. It was a 


Un départ trop lent n 


a pas permis aux Hongrois tharos (54) et Tabori (2) de battre le record des 2 km 


REPTILE 


: : 4 2 fan iv ‘ 6 iY é Varriyée 
2 side to make i nore difficult : ouxquels ils s‘attaquaient, Et c’est Gordon Pirie (1) qui I’a emporté, les lachant a 200 métres de 
As he came off the track From ROY MOOR : Hie ium t more difficult for 
Pirie calmly commented: B wy : After four laps Tabori was still 
: . russels Wednesday H command, Then Iharos mad 
““ ’ s his strike 4 ee Mage 
Shape aie tight le a 
29 yards to go, iri Tare 
me!” facta vecause I felt so full electrifying burst whlen aa not HE PLAYED HIS 


; : . . : ease up until he tore thr a . 
The winning time of 5 min- Indeed, Pirie gave the impression Winning tape a good ie oar 
utes 12.6 seconds was 5.6 that he could go on running for head of Tabori é 


OWN GAME 


: . : pats » Who passed a 
seconds outside Gaston Reifl’s miles. Struggling Iharos in finishing ri 
soe . r stra ” ty 
world record but Pirie dis- The Hungarians were here to reignite, naiey af < After his win, Pirie told 
issed that lightly beat Reift’s record as well as Pirie, a age was timed 5 lutes B.U.P.: “I felt as though we 
miss g yy and as soon as the gun cracked. 2 seconds, and 


1 Iharo 
5 minutes 16.4 secends, si 


were walking? I stayed behind 
the Hungarians because they 
were after the record. not me. 

“Jf I had taken the lead, the 
race would have been faster. But 


I was playing my game, not 


“Tt was much more important Tabori tore into the 
to win this race,” he said, “‘and foliowed by Iharos. 
I’m satisfield that I won witnout The 24-year-old Pirie, drawn in 

an outside position, decided to r < gi 
wide while others fought for posi- rey w ‘ 


a shadow of a doubi.” 
tions at the bends and he came G lois nat he picturesque St. 
Pacemaker Strongly into his stride ente Renee vaaeate 


lead closely 


ile was 4 


s 16 secon 
ly 5,000 v 


ne A theirs. I wanted to win, not 
; , the straight to tuck i i he 3 beat the record. 
Hig triumph | was. indeed. | a Hungarian pair n behind the H “} can beat the 2,000 metres 
won that fantastic mile at Waite 0 the placings remained for the i record any time. Give me men | 
City in 3 minutes 59 seconds, with first Jap: 1, Tabori; 2, Iharos; 3, > who run a mile in 4 minutes | 
Chris Chataway and Brian H Fae After a lap and a half the t 4 seconds and I'll beat Reiff's | 
eight-tenths of a second bet ; positions were the same. r time, 5 
already world-record Then, at two laps, Iharos burst “The track was O.K. tonight, 
for the 3,000 metres, @Way. Pirie kept close to him and 1, 


despite the damp air. The Hun- 
garians did not like the sharp 
- bends in the track, hence their 
33.4 seconds. slow speed. Hence mine. But 
Tonight Tabori : : : om I won 
ant ee 8 | “J would rather win in six 
able Hung 1 | e f 7 
tactics and effort. : | minutes .than lose in record 
Pirie said: "My big > Was time. 
jat neither Tabori 
forced a_ fas pace. 
done so I st nk I 


smashed the record for two waited. Iharos 


at ite City in 8 m 


We 


— FLOPS TWICE, BUT 
w,, HEWSON SPEEDS ON 


From CLIFFORD WEBB 


AMSTERDAM, Sunda 

; Y.—Foot bli 

“ treated immediately after Ppt oe gt Dlr 
trian Hewson, one of Britain’ : 


py : 3 
he German Hans Hermann Biden? rien 


Split the pair in 
te : 1 a fast final ining.” 
that had Pirie Struggling. si We ah 
Peg Nill y “ € shall see. There are, [ think 
| apAtter e ace ‘rie flopped on ~~ that “ Galloping Gordon” ts 
his back while a 5c Bors of > “He fad ad jen more 8 
his Soc ate. - ec even more si 
ee Ajax (Holland) and Bote. two hours afterwards “inthe 806 
aa was started in the a bi Pant 
i ‘ 7 4m certain he woul a 
twine eee Rigs. and disap- ae in this race had i. het bone 
po Ww owing, Piri 3 OViginal enzz 
told me: i ; : 
told iB: I has e no energy today Pig One Aalf-hearted effort 
_ When I suggested it might’ b got within een, Dus never 
Gotu ioe oe through too much travellite ane leader and po i of the 
See = too much competitive racing he poweens (West Germany) whose 
80 yar min. 50.8sec. dea 
=~ CLIFFORD WEBR who whi Hes Douglas tows eae 
. I , , c. ad i at i 
will be at Wimbledon | since July, 1928. ee 
hampionships. Webb ‘ 
years. Each time Laying off 
er Cup, eee tailed of to roll in sixth 
ever have I seen him in ' 
. «3 Shape. = 
is event was run 9 
"~. downpour and maha mines 
but, even tak this tained 
be . ing this into account 
= i ei for Gordon's attempt 
C ree miles wor 
a at Pboshenter on Weenie 
Hewson due to g0 over 


ced a grin and 
it is all good 


SS8 


Was seen in the kisaieg 7, bis unusual view . 
Derek Johnson wane Trophy meeting at Cl . fecmton, Eivtp 
on the 880 final, beating Pirie Gn peek Yesterday. 

of Imin. Bl feos ein the record time 


Il’S PIRIE BEHIND. . . 


| 
i 
| 


Date Pe 


@ Ausieenam ke 


re Day Cpsete @ Ansiekuan 1% 


OUT-OF-PUFF PIRIE FAILS © 


Record win for Hewson @ Sad Gordon flops twice, 


iA THOROUGHLY dejected 


Gordon Pirie walked olf 
he Olympic Stadium track here 
‘this afternoon. 

' On his way from London he 
made a sudden decision to com- 
pete with four-minute miler Brian 
Hewson in the 1,500 metres inter- 
national race, as well as in the 800 
metres, at the Dutch Olympic Day 
sports. 

He was beaten, and well beaten, 
in both races. 

As Hewson strove majestically to 
victory in the 1,500 metres, six yards 
ahead of East German champion 

Hans Hermann, and in a new track 

record time of 3min. 47.5sec., Pirie 

finished another ten yards down In 
third place. 


Clarion call 


‘I just had no snap at all,” he 
safd, “ And the way the 1500 metres 


race was run did not help me to 


get the fast time I was after.” 


Pity Pir:e did not go out to make 
the pace here, for J am sure the 
45,000 crowd would have enjoyed 


what could have been a struggle. 
Instead, the hero of Wednesda 
triumph over the Hungarians } 


Brussels was content to trail 
Hewson in the centre of the corres he chased Otto Lawrenz, of Ger- 
eld for two laps while Ly : 
pe from West Germany, and| Then another Pirie fade - out 
Hermann each led in turn. began and four runners, Don 
the 800| Gorrie of Oxford University in-} 
Hewson] cluded, steadily dropped him into) 
the| sixth place over the final 100 yards. 
ay into] Lawrenz won in lmin. 50.8sec., to 
irie edged into thirdjrob Douglas Lowe of the track 


man 


As Hermann raced past 
metres mark in 2min. 6sec., H 
/took a more serious interest in 
‘leadership. He_eased his w 
second place, P 
position 

Then 


‘acted like a fireman to an alarm. 


He suddenty streaked round h 
mann and was away. 


Pirie tried to follow, but the East 


came the bell. Hewson re-} 1928 Olympic final. Reinnagel, of 


metres run as training for his. 
world’s three-mile record attempt at’ 
Manchester on Wednesday. His 
.defeats today have not undermined 
his confidence to get near that 
record, held by Vladimir Kue, 


From ROY MOOR 
Amsterdam, Sunday. 


German champion was_ already 
alerted to the danger. Round the, 
bends and down the back streten, 
Pirie tried to force his way past’ 
Hermann. H 
The German would not concede; 
an inch, so Pirie tucked into third} 
place again for the final bend—! 
hoping to strike again in the! 
straight. : i 
There was no. strike left. He’ 
gave up just as Hewson, keeping up 
his fine speed, whipped through 
the tape in a time that equalled 
Jack Lovelock’s winning perform- 
ance in the 1936 Olympics 

Hewson's only satisfaction from 
the race was the victory. “It was 
much too jerky to enjoy,” he told 
:e. He sped over the final 400: 
yetres in 54 seconds—‘“It didn't} 
hurt until the last 15 yards.” he, said. 


Fade-out begins 


was in the 800-metres race | 
with a chance. From second place, 


many, with oniy 250 yards to go. 


record he made when winning the 
Germany, was second in = Imin. 
52.4sec. and Gorrie third in imin. 
52.9sec 

Pirie wanted to get in a fast 1,500 


GORDON PIRIE 
...,recordjacht is waardeloos”.. 


i es ena ee See oe — — —_ = 
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Seutes Rac Z Ly (; | / 2 
& | / , 
ee ee ening (Heowicre SPolre, y MAncnasse [WK Ly ( ’ Apop a 2 | 
aes 1 } } a \ - ‘ - Be: 5 A 
ee —— 7 = oof | MIL cyeerer Dartek oP me __ SOUTH Caw, It 
: Fight leading _ middle distance’ 
runners, all of them record holders 
-and six of them internationals, lined 
up for the three-quarter mile. 

~ Half way round the first lap Pirie 
- went into the lead closely followed 
by E. Shirley, the British 3,000 
metres steeplechase record holder, 
and B. W. Jackson. Time for the 
first quarter was 61 secs. 

In the second lap Shirley, F. 
Wyatt (who has done a mile in 4 
mins. 5.8 secs.) and Jackson, all 
went in front of Pirie and at the bell 
the time was 2 mins. 0.4 secs. 


INTO LEAD 

Midway through the last lap little 
Barrett, the former Surrey mile 
record holder, tore into the lead 
closely followed by Jackson. Pirie, 
‘who seemed to be running to plan 
‘unperturbed by his rivals, sensed 
the danger, but cut off from the 
inside position, was forced into a 
desperate spurt to round his 
opponents. 

Down the straight they pounded, 
Pirie and Jackson side by side with 
Barrett on their heels. As the 
leaders thrust themselves through 
the tape many in the crowd excitedly 
shouted “Dead heat” while several 
of Jackson’s team-mates who ran to 
help him as he slumped, thought he 
had earned the verdict. 

By contrast Pirie trotted con- 
fidently for his track suit apparently 
quite unaffected by his exertions. 
Barrett was a good third, only .6 
secs. behind the first two and Wyatt 
was fourth in 3 mins. 1.8 secs. 

This is believed to be the first 
occasion that four runners in a 
three-quarter mile have all finished 
inside 3 mins. 2 secs. 


e °@ Se Z : See 
M Gordon Pp e WHO can be surprised, after seeing this admirable picture, that the 
ky man timekeepers could not separate Gordon Pirie (left) and B. W. Jackson, 
about seen hurtling to the tape in the thrilling {three-quarter mile invitation 
Baxter” Trophy Meeting in Broomfield Park on 


The start of Pirie’s attempt on 
the 3-mile world record. Pirie 
is on the inside lane, then 
come Peter Driver, Martin 
Walmsley and Bob Beecroft, 
with John Disley on _ the 
: outside. 


PIRIE WITHIN 3.4 
SECONDS OF 
WORLD RECORD 


By DOUG WILSON 


1 P 

La nen oe and Brian Htwson failed in their 

bees pts to lower the world records for the three 
tes and the 1,000 metres at the White City, Man- 


chester, last night—but n 5 
ee t never have there been more 


| 


The 20,000 capaci 
> 20; city crowd cheered I 
Ghee freee ; ered them to the echo 
J g neir way against i tes 
g the clock anid the wind in two ~ORDON PIRIE, the crack run- and three small girls, Oe | nores race at the “ everley 
3 , 7 ; iles with him, but he 18 : : 
two miles ‘ Pirie was adjudged the. winner, and both he and Jackson 


of the most brillia i 

it nt athletic efforts ever s i I 

SDP bsg ae 13min. 29.8sec for the iieee miles, bea failed ro Ne mon at x vee 

y idee. io aku Hie hee ee Eee one h tailed and round, alone—almost anor Gordon. Pirie, the man, 1S SUr-were credited with 2 minutes 58.2 seconds, which is 2.8 seconds outside 
> Hosca"s limbering up for the big race... - Gea py 30 or 40 boys and girls the British record. 


Gordon Pirie, the erack runner, : 
attempting records twice and waving autograph books _ a 
thrice a week, fails by 2.8sec. to leaves a to change if 
‘ z ' “ ay . i kit. 
al Brian Hewson's three-quar- running 
Serene time of 2min. 55.4sec. and Unexpectedly, he flops bape s 
is nearly beaten by Brian Jackson if eS bees ane he os A — 
(Es redited of youns ro - S| 
(Seek OL ec has smothering him, he signs auto- 
Gordon Pirie the crack runner, graph books, nowneess 
7 of paper for nearly ; 
jogs up and down, round and 
ane. the practice ground “ cool- It all happened at the Southgate 
ing down” after the race, in the Harriers meeting. | He's a human 
midst of a field of 16 small boys machine, this Pirle. 


Vladimir Kuts last E 

adi year. Hewson, who clocked 2min. 20.2 

oa rir seed metres, was seven-tenths of a weeorid gussids 
record, held by Audun Boysen, of Norway. sei 


What bal = Gordon 
irie is! nree days ago h 
ee were besten, “ant fs 
ected athlete, but last ni 
ag y sparkled. esis 
e runners started, and 
oe an. Walmsley, the Manches- 
be Univ ersity chemical student, 
re nh ren = maintained it 
4min. 27.6sec. mem Sree ee 


Disley's part 
this stage Pirie was lying 
behind him, with Peter 
third and John Disley 
1 As Walmsley | tired, 
a took over and led for an- 
other half-mile. The time at 
at point was 6min, 39.4sec. 
- Ig ev began to tire. but kept 
od a Vs vet before the 
)- mark, ree i 
8min. 53.8sec. <j 
now took over, and the 
he went the bigger gap 
between himself and 


e 


tg crowd sensed the possi- 
eee ie bal rid record and 
’ red the gallant Piri 
echo, but the oe oe 
too mt 
He said to 
« fe]t fi ; 
‘ les Jine until the last half- 
vile, id then J really began to 
— wt wind.” 
Asked what he thought 
; 50 t € ought he 
te ae und 2 good conditions, 
ye e oc think I could 
v ‘ ‘OQ en Seco 
Kuts's time.” pean Rue 


Gordon Pirie breaks the tape 

at the end of his 3-mile run 

at White City, Manchester, 
last night. 


= 


ING TOP 


~—— ~ 


y | a 
Amires LNurAtion kne, cent [ARN Hage rg _ Poet Ao 
| , Pirie breaks | Home 


worldrecord re se 
for 14 miles —. 


By ROY MOOR 


1ORDON PIRIE broke the 
world’s unofficial record 

for one and a half miles by 
5.2sec, at Paddington last 
night. His time—G6 min. 26 sec. 
Johnny orpe, of St. Acbans, 
in second place, and Ken Norris 
(Thames V: third, were aiso 
inside the p ous world best, 
which stands to Sandor Iharos, of 
Hunga at 6 minutes 31.2 


‘ards. behind Pirie, 
at 6min. 30.8 — and 
yard away, 6mun. 


start 


when 


Fir 
heard 
were: 


should have been 


6 


(C)UTDOORS : No need to ask—lIs 
there a star about ? Young boys, 
old boys, and an odd girl out chase after 
the slight young man in light track-suit 


13 miles at a track in Paddington. Hence 
the reason for the hero-worshippers to 
get near him. But why even trot round 


mn the track again after suc ? 
and jersey. The star, if you have not It's called “warming ae ma 


identified him by now, is Gordon Pirie, 


athlete’ ‘ a 
after breaking the world record for the es term for cooling off so that 


muscles do not seize up. 


DAZED PIRIE 
SLAMS WORLD 
RECORD 


By RALPH HEWINS 


ORDON PIRIE, Britain’s iron man of 

athletics, set a world’s best time for 

one and a half miles with 6min. 26sec, 
at Paddington last night. 


After he broke the tape hundreds of 
screaming children broxe from the 4,000 


s over 
jree-quar 
s 50 yards up cn 
e of ft 
the mite 


Gordon wins 
—but keeps 
on running 


GORDON PIRIE 

t past the post, * aan 
of his nearest rivalr— 
sie iiritt for 7,000 specta- 
tors. Children leapt the rails 
to fete him and 400 chased 
him as he eased his. way round 
the track in a characteristic 
Pirie “warming down” Tui 


4mi 


Toni 


] 


SUT EE a 
PUNUVLNUUEUNTADVALN HEMEL bie 


e over 2.000 me 
nt and over t 
track on Satur- 


race was the 
in finishing 


1 top-class athletics. 


} ay) ¢ : 
Saree, Insurance A.A. three-mile 
champion. traveis GYECY end for 
n St. Albans a SS) 
from St. Albans to ie 


ial coaching under } 
a Povell e Finchley international. 


Ses y has the makings of a really y ( 
great ete.” { Hovell. C 
7 attempts, but you 


iri is critics for his recent planned record ‘ 
Pie ee oe among these Paddington children swarming round 


ORDON PIRIE scored o1 
his biggest triumphs 


An admiring child runs alongside Pirie after his 
world 1}-mile record run at Paddington. 


crowd and ran round the track with him. 

The prevous best for the distance—not 
recognised for world records purposes—was by 
Hungarian Sandor Iharos with 6min. 31.2sec., 
which Pirie beat by 5.2sec. 

Pirie won by 30 yards from “ unknown” John 
Thorpe (St. Albans City and Ken Norris. Thorpe's 
time of 6min. 30.8sec. and Norris’s 6min. 31sec.) 
also beat Iharos’s time. 


Dissatisfied 


This was Pirie'’s second record attempt within 
four days and was crowned with astonishing 
success against the expectations of experts, who 
said that his programme was ridiculous. 

Last night Pirie, as ever. was dissatisfied with 
himself—even though he had run five seconds 
inside the recora. 

“It’s not very good. I had hoped to do 
6min. 14sec. So few people run 14 miles,” he said. 

He was a bun of nerves at the start. He 
shook hands with officials in a daze. 

With several people he knew quite well he 
shook hands three times as if he did not know 

them. 
He went 
k stra 


to the lead in the first 
forged further ahaad 
_ lap. Times for these 
2sec; 2min.  3.6sec., 
4min. 13.6sec., Smin. 
Qa 6Min. 26sec. 

e almost sprinted the last lap 


1 


. 


comp Sn 


Se eee ae 


their hero. 


night when he won the «1 
and-a-half invitation race 
Paddington in the world 
time of 6min. 26sec. 

Previous best unofficial 
was 6min, 31.2sec. by Sa 
Iharos, of Hungary. 

Pirie went ahead after 
yards. The farther he went 
greater his lead became, an 
won by fully 60 yards. 

Pirie’s lap times: 

First: 61.2sec. 

Second: 2min. 3.6sec. 
38min. 8sec. 

d4min, 13.6sec, 
5min, 21.2sec. 

Time: 6min,. 26sec. 

ae . Pirie (80uth Lo 
Pg mg a. u-Thorpe (8t, Albar 


A.C.), 6min, 30.8se0. (also art 
3, K. Norris (Thames Valley), 6min. 
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saek| Ken Norris races Pirie 
out of six miles 


ion of the year when he dropped 
etic Association’s six-mile championship at London’s 
Il to be covered. And while the crowd were 


ar-old Wembley sports goods salesman, 
Frank Sando 


\ 


[455 


1 ORDON PIRIE created the athletic sensat 


G out of the Amateur Athl ‘ 
White City last night with a i B 

bemused and bewildered, Ken Norris, 23-year 
completely unchallenged, in 29min. 0.6sec. from 


and J. Heywood, 
’s eclipse—the doctor 


The heat had much to io with zee hoarse 

i im as he lay prostrate on > track g- . 
Later genre Bue when I spoke to him in the ] did win 
fA 


nosed neat exhaustion. ’ r 
dressing-room later Pirie said: “I thought I had won. 


‘-PIRIE SAYS. 
fen a ne Care mee. | didn't I? 


‘PM NOT A 


” 


Seeeeesneeeeemanh 


' QUITTER’ 
shower. i 4] 
ORDON PIRIE is NOT edi} true, but DOUG WILSON 
~,_ siving up running, in my opini could not 
Mae 5 HOBY. He have gone on for another lap. PITTI he as. S 
meh out. Me ts It was a_ great victory Rc! painfully, staggered off the track. : rag 

Norris, He ran his famous riva assisted by officia He lay on By FRANK McGHEE 
right out of the race ! the -ground rece:v.ng attention ALF an hour after 


his tive and three 
quarter miles ordeal 
by heat Gordon Pirie 


The crucial point came after for a good half-hou See 

Pirie had made a desperate Barris sate a ie eee 
rt tor i lee rom | I felt e heat. It was 

effort to regain the ead from tie “scaon wea f 


NOT having a 5 
, P vial 
medical check up saul he bs 
NOT “a quitter.” he is 


Britain’s “Iron Man” 
the track, who ¢ Man” of 
eee collapsed with 
one lap to go in the cix milec 
SRR Ker e six miles : ‘ } 
race at White City on Frida Norris on the 23rd se ove race tough when, after overtaking was still lying, ashen 
here is the story from the start. | me, he slowed the pace. faced and trembling 
H ; “But 1 was amazed, and very i : 
Gut in front ‘ rod, when I found I was by dressing room 


told me at 5 ae | 
Coulsdon, siren a, 
“It makes me 
Fier. — T quit. 
“The last g ‘ 
would be to ‘" re he e 
thought it was the final la 
and I thought I'd won.” a 


ce et BE 


Ss hat last lap.” ; 
elf for that tc The first really co- 


shade — 4 
From herent words he whis-- 


yesterday : 
mad when 


Tne heat 79 


affected a 
the 15 sta 


pered as he raised his 
head weakly were: 
“LT KNEW UD WIN.” 
There was dead 


He added: * Why 
think 1 « soekeqt do you 
up the 
i if I 
the silence. 

s the heat which did i the trio were in A little louder and a 
eas was practically uncon- ex, The time regis- lot more anxiously 
tape.” yards from the ene Pirie muttered: 

“Indeed, I hy 3 : “7 DID WIN, 
hadn’t won until one ane : the aa Fed 

half hours after the race.” Y Again Still nobody spoke. 
: _ and once Nobody had the 
record ho:der heart to tell him he'd 
collapsed with a lap to 

the 
go 


Grilled, 1 
I was at Pirie’s side 


Lbllatteleblieltteittiittl tL LLLIL ELT TTT rrr rt 
sn 


but gallant He relaxes 
ris (left) “Puff puff” Pirie, who was 
Pirie’s chalk scutled “at atiggestl garden, Just before the Pirie collapse. He seems to sie. 
erous”  traintas be running well, and it is K Faas ‘ to within minutes of his 
& , it is Ken Norris who ae n from dramatic collapse. 
“Time at three miles, 14m He was lying like a 
man in a trance, obvi- 


and soon h his “murderous” — training 
ously. too weak to know 


5 schedule t oe : 
one left to b oo soba had aused his looks in trouble 
Gordon, who looked pale : 
Procession 
— es where he wae or what 
had happened. 


stage Sando, Heywood, 
(R.A.F.), D. O'Gorman 


but well, said: «7 : 
; » Sald ; That's rub- 
bish. I know they es sun 


Twitching 


Iam burned ot , 1g 
aly it. They are 
always saying it. Well. y HELPIN | 
: HAND | bans) were running in & 
more than 100 varcs pee 
n went on, 
A.A.A. masseur Mick 


don’t give a di } i 
Lag sive a damn what they 
m 
“This changes nothing. I’m 


the 
Mays and two St. John 


Ambulance men 


Gen paely going on running 
vane my target the 5.000 or 
000 metres at the Olympic ght. eo me : ese 
one supreme effort to aa 3 O38 ee De wrapped him in blan- 
: ; , ae kets and rubbed his 
BS twitching legs. 


Games next y 
othe doct 
24-vear-old 
night 


sound of the bell. 
so many 
*s death- 


ar: 

have ordered 
ve to rest for a 
before doing any 


the 
which has saved... S$ 
fighters. proved Pirie 


He was picked up 
knell as far as this race was con- Re z 4 and helped towards the 
: es COOL dressing room 


dup as it ch 
the laps, then. s 7 ee ; Pr aan After three faltering 
ean oh steps he weakly begged 


te be put down and 
called for a drink with 
salt, ci 

“J've had nothing to 
drink all day.” he 
gasped. 

{t was another fif- 
teen minutes before he 
could be carried off. 


“ apend the week-end 
again 


week 
Pi 

Vas been said 

contrary. i to 


The hard way 


What beat him? “«y 
NW é : You 
learn the hard way.’ he 


' 

Drama on the White City track 
... Gordon Pirie battles it out 
with winner Ken Norris (top 
left). But the effort was too 
much. Pirie stops, grabs the 
fence for support, is helped off 
the track, then collapses. 


replied. ih f idn't | 

drink on the ¢ of the r 

except for a g of sc 
: In the dressing room 
| Mays told me: H 


Rapes 


“This is — exactly 


a] le. 
of the ra 4 tne first two r 
i ace pe "| 
what happened to Jim 
Peters when he col- 


I went as 
enough liat 
Why did he n 1d 
_w =. ge the 
laps? Says Pirie In such 
conditions 1 *t into a 
state of exhaustion when you 
don't count the laps or hear 
the bell or even the crowd 
shouting at you.” 


sa bone. Not 

lapsed in the Empire 
Games marathon. It is 
heat exhaustion.” 

{ asked winner Ken 
Norris what it had 
been like. 

He gave me a blunt 
four-word answer : 

“I~ WAS - LIKE 


HELL.” 


} 


Gordon Pirie receives first-aid after collapsing at the White 
City, London, last night gerbe ) 
; 20K N PIRIE 


».. olds on to 
Jtanced 


3,000 netves Trurtateod RACE | inSeence Sree Hubinenpy MS L 


ee ne a Oe eee cee arr rs — an ee ee ae a ae Oe x 


1 segs s a ee ed oneal 


PIRIE KEEPS 


Pirie back, says ‘too hot = wewscre. 


Britain's team against Germany 
, next week-end on the ground 


that he is ‘‘not 100 per cent. 

' | fit?” ? 
lay. we ¥ 

ae OF re COr | Gordon, who won’t have it that he 

: is running too much, made a 


surprise reappearance on Satur- 

day following his collapse (It 

wasn’t a collapse, I thought I’d 

won.”’) in the AAA Champion- 

ships a week ago, but he made 

d no attempt on the track to 

answer the unfitness charge— 
writes George Chisholm. 

He ran in an invitation 3,000 
metres at the Civil Service sports 
at Hurlingham to fulfil a pro- 
mise, which he was unable to 

_; Keep last year. F 

|It was just a training canter for 

| Gordon in a scratch field of five 

and he strolled home in 8min. 


32.8sec. World record is Tmin. 
55.6sec. 


Lorre Horerds -U- NeeRonA (hstisar) aren in Puchiusa rans 


— a eee eee ia eee eee e* ee ae 


Merton Pari, IUs< 


— ee ae 


Mile: 1. D. A. G. Pirie (S.L.H.), 4m. 17.4s. (Ground 

Record); 2. C. Wilson (S.L.H.), 4m. 31.2s.; 

3. E. Kjellevold (N.), 4m. 31.2s.; 4. D. G. Smith 

(S.L.H.), 4m. 35.4s.; 5. J. Simmons (O.R.); 

4 6. R. A. Frewin (O.R.); 7. D. Rasmussen (N.). 


What are they looking at? Why 
are they cheering? Now look 
right—and_ there’s the answer. 
“ Puff-puff ” Pirie wins yet 
another three-miles race - - + 
this time at the Woodside 
athletics meeting. And he was 
as fresh as if he had only 
crossed the road. — *~ 


—_—~ — i tie 


DoW kin 


— 


wt Lowder Hwpriees Bra NeeRorua_(Nsetuty) ~ - Dobe un 
IGS, 


Med. Relay: (2 laps, | lap, 4 lap, 4 lap; lap of 352 yds.). 
1. N./S.L.H. (D. A. G. Pirie, B. A. Cox, E. 
Linde, F. J. Parker), 2m. 47.8s. (new ground 
record); 2. D. & D. (Maxted, Styles, Larter, 
Wells), 2m. 48.4s. 


> 


PIRIE IS PLEASED 
WITH WOODSIDE 


GORDON PIRIE and Brian Hewson were mighty 
| pleased with the new Woodside running track on 
Monday — the track which can bring big-time 


athletics to Watford. 

Said Pirie, who won the three 
miles invitation in 14 minutes , hs 
24.2 seconds, “It’s as good as! | 
the White City.” 

Pirie’s time. although over a 
minute outside the new world 
record set up on Saturday by 
Chris Chataway, was good con- 
sidering he had to make his own 
pace from the start. He regarded , 
the event as a training run. 

The only time he bad a pace-, 
maker was after two and a half | 
miles when he lapped P, R. Webb 
of Watford Harriers. — Piri H 
tucked in behind him for half. 
lap before surging ahead to win 
by 100 yards from his brother, | 
Peter Pirie. 

Asked “oe do you ee 
xordon Pirie was Target No. 1 you woul have recorded ha 
oe the young autograph hunters you been pressed ? Pirie 
after he had won the three-mile replied. J don’t know what J 
race. am capable of. 


SS eee 


ifruly great races in the Great Britain- 
‘Hungary international at London’s 
White City last night. : 
He won the six miles in 28m. 36s. with 
Ken Norris second, and the Hungarian 
ce; Jozsef Kovacs. trailing well over 100 
ards behind. 
This wasn’t a world record. It was, 
ndeed. 16.6 seconds outside Pirie’s own 
est.time for the distance, but never has 
“Degs” Pirie run a better tactical race 
‘and never has a winner had more loyal 
support from a “second string.” 
_«¢ And don’t forget that this “second 
string” was the same man who beat 
t Pirie a few weeks ago in the red-dust 
\ heat of the A.A.A. Championships, when 
i} Pirie collapsed after 53 miles. 
4) Last night there was no question of 
collapse. It was coo! in the artificial light 
p 


—is-Pirie and Norris set off on the long 
jlod, followed by Kovacs and Miklas 


behind and to make up a 
cricket pitch and a third 
in this type of race qualifies 
for the near-impossible. 
So Norris did just that 
—AND IN ONE LAP. 


At five miles, or twenty 
laps, they were back to the 
old merry-go-round pro- 
gression—with one import- 


ant difference. Kovacs 
was leading. 
He was leading after 


twenty-one, too, and now 
the crowd were almost 
buffeting the runners with 
the gusts of their roars. 


But the noise 


we nad; 


(a LH: 1E 


liked-in the final back 
straight and came pelting 
and puffing into the 
straight like a champion 
indeed. 


And, aS he split the 
worsted, there were cheers 
for Pirie because he had 
won. And, before they could 
die away, there were the 
cheers for Norris because 
he had run a true race and 
had acted as the anvil to 
Pirie’s hammer, between 
which deadly cOmbination 
the Hungarians had. been 


heard so far was as nothing | 


+szabo, the pale, bald Hungarian No. 2. to the almighty but disci: | 


Merry-go-round plixed pandemonium which | 

| broke out when, at 21} laps, 
For five laps they ran in that order, | Pirie passed Kovacs, and 
eemingly as fixed under the lights as Norris — the unbelievable, | 
jainted horses in a merry-go-round. game, gutsy Norris—passed | 
There was no sense of strain or speed. Pirie. aa 1 
-[Their order seemed a permanency. So at 22 it was Norris, ; 


i; Then, half way through the sixth lap, |Pirie—and Kovacs way: 
jeame the first change. Pirie eae to | back. i 
look for Norris, and Ken was rig ere H 
ito take the lead and hold it up to the end Remorseless | 
br two miles, with Kovacs having moved " ! 
up to split the two British runners. At 23 laps, lt was the 


same, only Kovacs was even 
further behind, out of the 
race with a quarter of a mile 
to go, hung, drawn and 
quartered by the remorse- 
less team-work of a great 
pair who had been asked, 
weeks ago, to run as a two- 
edged sword and not to 
have a private “dust up.” 
But now it was all right, 
for maximum points were 
assured for Britain, and 
Pirie, that lean, grey des- 
troyer shape of his tingling 
to go, moved into top gear. 
He took the lead as h 


Then it was Gordon's turn again. HE 
took the lead up to the end of the third 
pnile, Kovacs having dropped back to 
{third place. ; a5 
|. Now it was nip-and-tuck, with Pirie 
‘and Norris ping-ponging the lead between 
‘them as lap after lap unreeled. . .. 
“Norris after 13, Pirie after 14 and 15, 
iNorris at four miles and again after 17 
laps. 

All this time Kovacs was like a tiny 
frustrated gnome trying to force his 
way through an enchanted wood where 
the tantalising tree trunks were the 
two British runners. 


Tangle of Legs 


After four and half miles he made his 
effort. ; 

Pirie had sprinted to pass him just at 
the end of the 18th lap, with Norris third. 

Then Kovacs re-passed and Pirle was 
Spviously having to run faster than he 
wanted to at this stage to keep anywhere 
near the Hungarian who for the first 
time saw clear daylight instead of the 
dense shadow of the Englishmen’s bodies 
and the tangle of their weaving legs. | 

After nineteen laps, Kovacs was still 
two or three yards clear of Pirie, and 
Norris... Norris. ., where was he? Oh, 
he looked to be wel! out of it—as Szabo 
had been for over 4 mile. 
Ken was trailing some thirty yards 


egret ee ae ae ger 


pCa nbibnen oe~ 


Victory for Britain... 


Pirie puffs home to win the 
six miles last night. 


sae 


Norris (No. 2) and GorDON PIRIE in one of their ty races over 
season. This picture was taken in the Great Britain-Hungary ma 


BRITISH GAMES AND GREAT BRITAIN 
D. A. G. PIRIE and K. L. NORRIS ce ng } 
Six Mile Match 


. HUNGARY MATCH, 1955 
¥. KOVACS after : 


event, 


him in the 


This was Gordon Pirie at the finish of his great six miles race 


1K W Cladis wivis £1sie 
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Snes a Ee. = 
Exeter Crowd Thrilled By Gordon Pirie 


| £E . 25—(CP)—Brit-;Canadians behind him, was second in 14.50 with Dick Car- 
seh es Regimen holder |!4 24.6, not too noteworthy be-gmichael of the Toronto Olympic 
eae ee re ies get. SIE e 13.23.6 world mark,§{Club third in 15.01%; John Vamp- 
jof the world record for 2 six-mile | ctabl ied by Chris Chataway.glew of Toronto Gladstone Club, 
irun, yesterday fell short of beal-|svmpathetic supporters, however,§fourth, and Al Bosman of the 
ing the record for three miles in |said the odds were definitelygsame club, fifth. Selwyn, Jones 
But hundreds of against him with no near-pres-fof Hamilton and Don Whitefield 
ate, Ei! - re and a freshly-builf track. of London dropped ont in the 


Gordon's brother, Peter, camefearly stages. 


By WILF SMITH quarters the 23-year-old .ex-Kan-' 

A dawdling third quarter, run|sas University flash was travel- 

‘in a record-frustrating 71.1 sec-|ling at a pace that could have: 

‘onds, cost Wes Santee another| Produced a 4:00.0 mile. But the 

bid for the four-minute mile Sat-|71.1 third lap wrecked his 
urday at Varsity Stadium. chances. 

. The lean Marine from Kansas Santee didn’t appear disap- 
easily won the Legion Day match pointed over yet another Pa sal 
race against Fred Dwyer, of the|” «pm jin better. condition than 
‘United States Army, and Eng-|1 expected,” he admitted. “Con- 
Jand’s Gordon Pirie. But his time sidering I haven’t had much op- 


‘of 4:11.1 was far off his objec-| portunity to train seriously. I’m 


a contest here. 
district residents lining the spe-|" 


itive. not unhappy about the time. It cially-built track said it was the nee 
| Santee put on a furious sprint} Was just_too hot to run faster.” | Fir ect ; they had. ever! 

in the last 220 yards to finish 15| The 6,700 sweltering onlookers Nona pee Ss 

yards ahead of Dwyer, whoj|probably would agree that under ,seen. 


edged Pirie out of second place|the conditions a four-minute 
in the final stride.. Both Dwyer|mile was highly improbable. But 
‘and Pirie were clocked in 4:13.2.|they witnessed an exciting race, 
The last quarter was run in| nonetheless, 
57 seconds, but by then Santee’s} Bruce Lockerbie, a London, 
chances of breaking the four-|Ont., native who now runs for 
minute barrier had evaporated in| New York University, was a 
the intense 93-degree heat of the|fourth starter, A half-miler, his 
stadium. job was to set the pace, and he 
The first quarter was complet-| jumped into the lead at the gun. 
ed in 59 seconds, and the second . 
in 64. Thus, for those three oe Set ME a 


| Pirie's time, with a field of five q b3 DMA 
Hamitor., OrTARI0 


Se ee eb eee 


Dwyer over 
2,000 metres 


Gorvex PIRIE, the 
British runner now 
touring Canada _ beat 
American Fred Dwyer by 
50 yards in a 2,000 metres 
invitation race at Hamil- 
ton, Ontario, last night, 


9 Pirie, who had hoped to 
| ’ attack Gaston Reiff’s world 
Pe | yecord of, 5min. Tsec.. found 
the track too wet, but re- 

a turned 5min. 18.6sec. 
: : He turned on a last-lap 


Dwyer and 
Santee raced Indian-file through 
the first lap, and there was no 
|change in positions in the sec- 
ond. After completing the half- 
mile in 2:03, Lockerbie dropped 
out, and that left the race with- | 
out a pace-setter. 

Pirie had the lead, followed by 
Dwyer and Santee through the 
third lap but none of the three 
wanted to step up the pace. They 
completed three laps in 3:14.1, 
and Dwyer and Santee moved up 
on Pirie entering the last 
quarter. 

Santee overtook Pirie along 
the backstretch and left his 
rivals behind with a dazzling fin- 
3 ishing kick in the final 220 yards. 
2 Pirie appeared to have second 
place won but slowed near the 
finish and Dwyer nipped him in 
the last lunge. 

All three agreed the heat was 
mainly responsible for the dis- it 

\ 


hey purst. to’ draw away from 


Dwyer,-who, with Wes San- 

4 tee had beaten Pirie in a 
mile race at Toronto a week. 
ago. 


From Clifford Webb 


BORDEAUX, Friday — 
French athletic officials 
here are bitterly disap- 
pointed that Gordon Pirie 
will not be running for 
Great Britain in the match 
against France tomorrow 
and Sunday. 
Ever since the British team | 
was first announced, Pirie has | 
been publicised in France as | 


the star attraction. 

There were repeated assurances 
that his visit to Canada would 
not interfere with his plans to 
compete in the 10,000 metres 
against his old Helsinki Olympics 
rival, Alain Mimoun. 

I travelled today with the 
French team and the official in 


piace etre 


* 


appointing time. Conditions had 
been expected to favor Santee, 
who set his U.S. mile mark of 
4:00.5 when the temperature was 
90 in Texas. 


“Yd sooner have it hot than 
cold, but this was too humid,” 
Santee said. He had no com- 
plaints about the track itself. 

Pirie, whose best mile time is 
/4:05.2, appeared most  disap- 
pointed. 

“Wasn't that rubbish?” he ask- 
ed when someone mentioned the 
time. “But it was just too hot.” 

Gordon's brother, Peter, failed 
by less than three seconds to 
break the Canadian native two- 
mile mark, although he captured | 
the race easily in 9:25.2 minutes.: 


It was the fourth fastest mile: 
raced in Canada, although far off 
the 3:58.8 turned in by England’s 
Roger Bannister in the “miracle 
mile” at the British Empire 
Games last year. Australia’s John 


AY 


wey 


} —Clobe and M 


Wes Santee was lying in third place at the three-quarter 
mark (aboye) of the Legion Day match mile race Saturday at 
Varsity Stadium. But at the finish (right) the lean Kansan 
was all by himself, 15 yards ahead of Fred Dwyer and Gordon 
Pirie, who were only a step apart. At the end of the third 
lap Pirie was still in front, although Dwyer was starting to 


a holds the world record of 
3:58. 

Bannister, Landy, Sandor 
Iharos, of Hungary, Brian Hewson 
and Chris Chataway of England, 
are the only milers ever to break 
four minutes, 


charge told me: “It is too bad. 
We already had to accept that 
British track stars like Chris 
Chataway, Ken Norris, John 
Disley and Thelma Hopkins would 
not be available. 

“Now comes the big Pirie shock 
at the last minute. Those who 


have bought tickets in advance 
will be very angry.” 


EAGER 


Mimoun, who was second to 


make his move. Santee was content to stay off the pace untili One mile. special1, Wes Santee, U.S. 


: , 3 : % ! Marines; Fred Dwyer, U.S. Army; 3, 
] the last 220 yards when he won easily with a strong sprint. | Gordon Pine. Lontes Bagiend. ‘time. 


eb Be 
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‘HE incredible Gordon Pirie will be the showman of 4 a M OSCOh Uf _ £139, PIRIE DISAPPUINI'S 
England when he races Vladimir Kuc in the oo! SS ee 
10,000 metres in the British-Russian athletics match 


No Fighting Finish 4) oh 
Viadimir Kuts, the ee Ks ee 
sie cg rth, 000 metres ait 
"id recor i e : 
lg epee month or so if ae 
tinues to run with the won 
vigour he showed to-day. 


osition of D. A. G. Pirie 
eg ee aisnppoin ing ae ape 
"- s of era 

fal ee settled down at the 

heels of the little Siaxeh-[al 

Russian, waiting the moment for Bes 

blitzkrieg. Pirie seemed to lg tee : 

ing so well within himself t att 

hed already booked the race fe 

if he could only ec al agg g 
like his normal fighting finish. 


d estige of 
s, there was no V g 
Achh in him. Kuts a ae 
well-known Zatopek Fr gale 
baffling sprints alternated y e — 
and a commentary on. so bee 
comparing _ his stage ee ats 
those of Zatopek in t ae mons 
Czech’s record run was bot 
ing and amusing. 
ie — up on Zatopek after Eso 
metres: his time was two, Seog ads 
Jower than the Czech’s Y 3 
as At 4,000 metres he ee 
seconds up on the gna te Py 
halfway he was only a quat an 
second up. At 6,000 metres he had 
om ped seven seconds, be a a 
whick., incidentally, was ON end 
ime comparisons ig the re 
: Pirie answered every spurt st 
wuts and ag Rag eben — 
invitati ce sad. ts 
invitation to take | aaa ekpael 
adirase Peds was x ing his side as 
ic 10.000 metres, with Vladimir Kuts was then bole aa oe ay 
ring an epic 19.000 oi von Norris. Kuts suffering from § eC a 4 
On the way. ete hee Gordon Pirie and Ken NO have been foxing. judging cee 
: sading from Britanns nx She DOERD oy he van subsequently. 
still leading winning fime was 2 | | een ningteatt "Bur 
. é <3) ticklish stage. ; ; 
: . Normally ee ees te ee 
and could he 7 : ‘ wy 
i e been in 
then he might. have 
¢ ‘spired to run on to victory. eearacee 
E ies obsessed with keeping My ak 
~ on his rival, however, that he was 


when Kuts 
j ith only 43 
a4 
; . 
. ri ‘itish second 
ke n Norris, the British secc | 
ee} se had a hand in this critical 
“4 S Se 
se of the race. ; 
N ort ee to be strugeling. passed 
: pine and then Kuts. .The, ipa 
zt quell this British unrisit e, 0S 
sd aes darted ahead and quick) 
< a useful lead. é. 
aj wEthis time there was no rere | 
from Pirie, and Kuts. sunning, vith 
ore and more power anc Dak 
ee oy the loudly cheering adil — 
Bs cn to gain a runaway trumph, Wi 
Lo gal 


at the Dynamo Stadium on Sunday. 

The Russians have just 
about admitted that they 
have no one to equal Chris 
. (Runaway) Chataway over 
5,000. metres. 

So that unforgettable 
White City race when 
Chataway led Kuc by four 
paces will never again be 
seen. 

Chataway’s rivals will be Ivan 
Chernyaksi, who has played 
second man to Kuc over ‘the 
Season, and Nikolai Pudoy,. 

But the Pirie-Kuc event is 
peat steaming up. Both the 
ere confident. runners have 
said they will make a new world 
record. 

Pirle has already left the 
Russians gasping. 

He turned up at the Dynamo 
Stadium this morning, carefully 
laid aside his rainbow coloured 
umbrella and stripped down to a 
track suit. 

Me padded off in his bare feet, 
did six laps and stripped down 
again to long track-type powder 
| blue shorts with scarlet vest, red, o¢ 
- white, and blue skull cap looking 
like a multi-hued gnome. 


THEATRE? NO 


Last seen, as the other athletes 
moved Ps “ie pinch, Pedic was 

own to s ue shorts and ~ 
thick white vest. 3 : we and filmed. 

Tonight Pirie refused to go to = : 
the red. white. and gold splendour 
of the Bolshoi Theatre to see the 
“Don Quixote" ballet. He wen: 
Dadding off alone around a nearby 
Park, something of a Quixoze 
himself. 

Pirie is in his finest waspish 
mood, which is a good sign, When 
English coach Geoff Dyson advised 
him to ease up_ Pirie snapped 
back: “I think I know what is 
best for myself.” 

Pirle is rejoicing over this test 
with Kuc. 

His thin lips seemed to smile 
as he told me : “ This is just what 
1 wanted, I think I know how 
to race this man Kuc. I feel 
that whoever wins witl put up a 
world record.” 


Kuc and Pirie may both be 
surprised by the schoolboy-size 
pace man Ken Norris. who ran 
Pirie off the track in the AVA.A, 
&1x-mile championship. 


THE TREATMENT 


Pirie and Diane Leather, w. 
race with Russia’s Nina Otkalanes 


moments of the tour, were th 
first two to get the full- t 
reception from the Russians. 


They told me they were lost 
under a Chelsea-show profusion 
of flowers, lined up before scores 
of cameras and newsreels, and 
were almost forced to Say their 
pieces into the microphones that 
followed them right into the bus. 


kept u i 
red-carpet welcome, Mag vane 
Plane-load of athletes 


¢ } 
ning by more than half a lap. ? 
‘stupidly, to my chee 
“oned to his fate, dead-heatec 
resigned t S gal ho 


GORDON PIRIE sets out from 
London Airport for Moscow— 
wearing a leather-type jacket, 
corduroy cap. He rests on a 


combine umbrella - shooting 
stick. ~ * 


P place Wht vis. 
in ee Pade og placed Pirie 
Actur he : 


second. 


So everywhere Pam went crowds 
turned to stare, and. of course, 
tordon Pirie had to go one 


He up the tratfic—which is 


hormally done only for extremely 
V.LP.s. 


Pirte came loping across Wembley 
diu 


the shadow of the Krem- 
rearing a track suit, a red, 
and blue skull cap, and 
in his hand a ‘ciné- 
and a red, blue, and 
yellow golf umbrella. 
Pirie was just returning from one 
those jone training jaunts 
ch he insists on taking by 


le 
bieg). 1 Angiik Pirie nie Na Taz 
rekord swiata nalety 0 


be either a hero or a has- 
so far as the Russians are 
rned after his 10,000 metres 
against Vladimir Kuts. 
for Pirie and the world 
te promised will earn for 
Yare distinction of 
Master of Sport. 


heen 


wat ee es 


5, 000 metees. ARENT DRAIN — —Cenestovani A a PRAGUE, LTaa: 


Pirie panting 


GN RIMACING red-shirted Emil Zatopek took his revenge on Gordon Pirie here 
AB tonight. He whipped the British record holder by more than 150 yards in the 
10,000 metres race and ran his fastest time of the season in the process—29 minutes 
25.6 seconds. Frank Sando, who had tried so hard with Pirie to out-manceuvre the 


fighting Czech, was left another 30 yards behind. 


But ail the brillie > «of 
Zatopek’s success 
prevent Britain 
Czechoslovakia 
day match by 117 poi 
Britain also won the womens 
contest by 58 points 


> unstit 
unstiy 


Czech 
his ow 


7 From — 
ROY MOOR 
Prague, Thursday 


he was 


SURseneseuneeeenouseerenen 
ae a 


(oa PIRIE tonight 
. beat Emil Zatopek 

ere in the most nerve- 
testing 5,000 metres race I 


Mecs lekkoatletyezny Angila 
— €SR. W biegu sa 18 hm pro- 
wadza Anglicy Pirie 1 Sande 
przed péinicjsaym  xwyci¢rca 


y but surely moved 


drew level with ge life and 


(eeunsenr 
E 
® 
3 

na Z 
° 
ch 
a 
th 
Q 
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have eve i 
r seen with Zato saseees 
. ‘ pek and Norri ssenecences “Oil e ; 
Less than +a 14min. 46 orris both at , Could Piri Zatopek again 
a stride s min. 4sec. a burst + irj e hold his a 
de separated — Tension struck the race trom the 20™ Ne tis. 8 6 weet, the Jead aide Ben yards ? To our relied Rs 
oh * rr i . it oO i 
the | ch WS, resisted pek dipped his chest Zatepkiem. 


i halienge, 

an inch farther hee only passed “by “hotkey, e be _Swittly ear pe Went Zatopen ith Te ie, acer Ge eres tO 
iPae aw Ww 1 the Englis 3 ¥ 000 er lopek, with — ACE. 

eg Ken Norris. oer pate e phe 15 yards Gin at tee Jato “bles frantically ‘yelling time "8.2 seca eae race. Pirje’s 

hat win was worth all the Japs Pirie - ak lap. After three But Zatopek away’s victory a faster than Chat- 

the nd Norris were forcing !™pression, so yes Breen little in Moscow on Sasa, ae Russians 

ast were Secs. slower than » Was only 12.6 

the 


setbacks and di : 
e tron i 

have had this sessppontments 1 a strong pace with Zatopek 20 No sO har 

ad thi -atment, 20 yard rris and Pir 3 sor 

S season.” Pirie told yards irie driving their spikes DY the Russian Viadimie wae) oor? 


in the rear : 
me a ; ce i into the c: . . 
s he walked excitedly off the cinders, ir Kuc. 


Pirie from tl ip: 
: he triple : mo i a 
champion at the finiss Olympic ment it started. Zatopek shot 


A lap later Zat crowd The voic P Piri 
seem ices of the irie wav i , 

med to double in strength Was presented pe tant as he 

unch of 


"Fanta minth ag -. NowFPirie Trains. 


track Briti i 
: sh pair and w i as 
Pirie was soon ent in front, bur 2S found the final bi 7 How: 
a A rounding th broke a dae end Zatopek OWwers on Hi 
cham I g the Czech almost int A P' Fae the v , 3 
Fiery pace Sepion qnd hotting up. the : began to catch his rivals)’ 974 ak gl amusement oft. 
a ‘ ” of “ kill . t . ate 1¢8 
ie After the: Olympics ¢- off” Zatopek who is now “gre Int 3 with a hrab deroeee ee Zatopek 
to beat Een ee 1 made us si eibahae was determined not to b ense excitement x“ I’m sorry | Could Sot ee 
: tink Shaken off. Wi ve 0 be Sensi O get a fa ie Hoel you 
chance, © Best Una Be Ist - ith his face sensi : +. oe aster time,” sai 2 
ceeded. And now I fay he fe "he and grimacing Fgh Adee ounce of his cettine afterwards,” ape aria 
c an, held on within ef ay oa bid + tS § t J now,” he adde bepiter 
‘ c twinkle in his ey led with a 
: is eye. 


Norris as 
Bsr 


From H. J. OATEN : 
PRAGUE, Friday. | 


RITISH runner Gordon Pirie just can’t get enough! 
running against Emil Zatopek. Having just run 
awo races against the Czech star, Gordon was out train- 


ng with him here to-day. 

Both call it working off the 
stiffness of the 10,000 metres—in 
which, incidentally, Zatopek 
showed that at 33 he is still the 
world’s No. 1 man _ over the 
distance. 

Kuts might beat him, but I 
wouldn’t wager anything on the 
esult. No one else. not even Pirie 
in Zatopek’s class yet as I expect 
the Czech to prove again in the 
Evening News meeting at the White 
City on October 12. , 

Emil called for Gordon. this 
morning and they had quite an 
escort of British and Gzech sup- 

porters as they went off to a local 
park for a work-out which Pirie 
described as “the most import- 
ant of my life” : 

This may be a slight exaggera- 
tion, but you might say that Pirie 
regards Zatopek as the personifica- 
tion of what he wants to become 
on the track. 

The pair have been pen-friends 
for years but this is the longest 
sime they have been able to spend 
together. 

In the Helsinki Olympics they 
were in different camps, but here 
Zatopek’s flat in the centre of 
“azgue is only a stone’s throw 
trom Pirie’s hotel. 


Perfect Foil 


Fach is a perfect foil for the 
ier, Pirie’s rather blunt sense of 
mour matched by Zatopek’s 
kish attitude to everything that 


goes on. 
Indeed. except in the heat of a Gordon Pirie and Emil Zatopel 


‘e they might have succeeded as . 
ouple of soft talk comedians. together in Prague. 
Even in a race Zatopek is not 
above having his fun. In the 
metres which Pirie won it was 
10 suggested halfway through the | 
jrace that they might go 4 bit | 
slower. | 
| 


f Dirie a : 
Rf id Notris as they cleverly 
ae Pa Aa the lead to keep the ed 
With on! | had is ube eee 
‘ only two laps to go Z : 8 on phate egate 
yard nay ; was begin nos go Zatopek Was only two yards away. 
qastern I just cout He i og ple a penten man. The oe Feary sept 
me 7 | c : wards “Hebieg ee i xCitement was int 
alt celal steadily oe pos. . oo br ought beads of p Penivationhone 
. pei t : ) : 
1 fOr the Jast 400 metres and jour aie a, apes te Brivish 
; lalist here, myself includec 
ysel cluded, 


“I feel absolutely thr:” 
> iy. e 
it But what a tight fees 
g ad when I reached | 
post for I realised Em 
heels all the way over 


1 


Gordon got his own back in last 
night’s 10,000 metres by sugsest- 
ing that they should puzzle the 
crowd by starting on the extreme 
edee of the track and Zatopek 
added to the fun by staging a 


false start. 

A colour-film has been taken of 
to-day’s training run, which Pirie 
hopes will provide him with some 
useful tips. None of the other 
athletes felt like training to-day, 
which was not to be wondered at 


Gordon Pirie wins t 
( stoo...b i 
m, the Czech wonder-runner wok Bilge 


Kace 


— Ss eee ee 


IT’S PIRIE 
BY YARDS 


pore _Finland,* Sunday.— 
f ordon Pirie, Britain’s top dis- 

ance runner, won the 10,000- 
er (6m. 376yds.) race at the 
a ernational athletics meeting 

oday in 2omin. 32sec. 

ari aipale, Finland's 5 

metre champion, was secong’ es 
yards Bot Teens Was second, 25 

Irie, taking the lead after ] 
Rage maintained a ieee wae 
PE so LA record a comfortable win 
ma ne fastest time set in Finland 
iat ee for the event 

tis time at the halfway 
yas lémin. 42sec. It was ere that 
Taipale began to feel the pac 
é dropped back, a 

le rallied again near t} i 
but his effort came too nee 


10.000 m: 1) Gordon Pirie. Eng- 
lanti, 29.32,0, 2) I. Taipale, RU-38, 


apy K. Hyppénen, TuUL, 
58,0, ) A, Numminen, L | 
32.39.0, oe 


Gordon Pirie al 
Selle kierrokselleen. Vieressi hinen huoltajansa 
huutamassa vdliaikaa, 


. Ilmari Taipale 


Gordon Piriet. palkintokorokkeella, 7 °1°% Pottaiaan- 


i 
\ 
} 
} 
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Cap and Umbrella 


Wearing a suede jacket, a cor- 


duroy cap, and carrying a 
gaily-striped umbrella, Gordon 
Pirie leaves London Airport for 
Turku, Finland, where he is te 
run 5,000 metres to-morrow. 
Afterwards he joins the British 
team in Copenhagen 


EN BRITISKE 


COPENHAGEN, Oct. 2 


A new moon as bright and close as a 
bedside lamp hung over the city last 
night. The four tall pylons, bearing a 
battery of 60 floodlights, that lit up the 
Osterbo Stadium seemed almost super- 
fluous. But all this merely helped to 

| bring into sharper relief the contribution 


| of British athletes who are playing their 


| part in the British festival of industry 


| and sport in a foreign but friendly land. 


, D. A. G. Pirie 
puffed his way to the front from the start of 
the 5,000 metres, pulling T. Thogersen along, 
some 90 metres behind, to the Dane’s best 
time over such arun. Pirie sensibly ran well 
within himself in view of the lack of opposi- 
tion and came home in the respectable, but 
not outstanding, time of 14min. 23.6sec. 

After this the crowd, happy at their enter- ; 
tainment, swelled into the night, and there 
to be seen and heard were the street vendors 


with their cries. The bunches of bananas 
looked especially tempting. 


$ dansk 


Qsterbro Stadion. Paa billedet ses 


lober Pirie, der allerede har opholdt sig flere 
brillerede med, at lobe vildt i Dyrehaven forleden under 


dage 


| 
| 


14.23, 


14.49. 
britiske stavne paa 


han sammen med den anden engelske 


i byen — og som 


Coberuager [IS 


—_——_— 


— eae 


5000 m Lob: 1, Gordon Pirie, Storbr., 


6. 2. Thyge Thogersen, Gullfoss, 
14.32.4, 3. Poul Jensen, AIK, Vejgaard, | 


0. 4. George Rhodes, Storbr., 


treningen. 


14,49.2. | 


f 
Vv a a AE | 
re, a ech eee kA g? Tk ; Prey a 
PA 

sie I (IE = iat t AG LA OM. Pirie touched fhe Peak Of tr ee an 

with 29min. 19sec. for a race that gave him 

q g. a time 24.8sec. outside Zatopek’s world 

a a record set up in Brussels last year. 


mph was A.A.A. six-mile 
who relegated Zatopek to Zatopek doggedly. refus- 
third place. ing to give an inch: : 
Norris, | with 29min. At 43 MILES came Ken 
2 Nam aoMorcod out tig Sen toa 
2t‘himself a fastest-eVeF Jead from both, He hele it 
time in Britain. ZatopeK for most of a Jap. 


Sharing his triu 
champion Ken Norris, 


Hoagie wees, L 
‘To KEE ws 
Reres NOSES INFIRONT >. 
Mie T_ THE FABULOUS : 
ZATOPEK. \AAREET 


GIAINS 


trailed behind them in 
29min. 28.6sec., some 50 
yards behind galloping 
Gordon. 

When it was over all 
three embraced and 
shook hands as only 
sportsmen do. 

Pirie finished fresh 
enough to lope round the 
track to the cheers of 
36,000 at this London- 
Prague match sponsored 
py. the “ Evening News.” 

In this 24-lap ordeal 
of endurance it was 
three miles pefore it 
became a race. 


At FIVE MILES there 
was the chant “ Zat-o-pek, 
Zat-o-pek” from frenzied 
Czechs. Zatopek pounded 
on only to face another 
Norris challenge. 


Last lap 


—_—_—_—<—t 


With half & mile to go 
the Czech, arms threshing, 
forced himself past Norris 
again—only to face the real 
challenge that came, with 
the bell for the jast lap. 

Pirie, quickly followed by 

Norris, shot past him on 

the back stretch to open 

a gap of ten yards that 

widened to 20 to .the 


frenzied cheering of the 


Rolling eyes crowd. 
OPEK WAS DONE! 


oo 
: ZAY 
Zatopek, of Nobody could believe it, 
almost 


the rolling head and “ " erent Be es 
s, ha ounded nmonc alantly ov i 
ge ith te and shoulder as he preasted the 
Norris at his heels. 1@P°. 12 yards ahead of 
Then: None 
A MILE in 4min. 44sec. Z 
_,. ©WO MILES in gmin. 
29sec. . . and at THREE 
MILES Pirie and Norris 
spurted ahead of the 
little man, 
As if affronted, Zato- 
pek thrust himself into 
the lead again after they 


ar { i don won in the 

Gordon Pirie at the heels of | race which Gor ov Britain had passed the 5,000- 

Emil Zatopek as they fought | fastest cin ovar FBR" ae metre mark in 14min. 
44.6sec. 


000 metres 


g 10 

For laps Pirie and 
Zatopek made 4 fight of 
it, passing, repassing, 


running abreast W ith 


out the thrillin 


Pirie pounds 
ds past Zatopek on th 
e e last la i 
triumph. At this moment the i ey ah 


BUSINESS-AS-USUAL PIRIE 


“Evening News" 
= Reporter 

Poche Pirie had no special 
9 ration to-day after his 
a ae ee over Emil Zato- 
arene White City last 

In “just ano 

; ther day” 

nee ae his usual time at his 
re 2 il and went out to 
Len as a paint sales- 

‘Gordon _ feel 

a ” ; 

pad said. “I i ill 

too ian this coins 
by Hines , too, Was unaffected 
aise § efeat, and was full of 
gal car — running of Pirie 
teeny ris, who finished 

Thirty-four- 

i f year-old Za 
rite te enon hotel pre 
years Oivmpic aad pase 
cenit will not run for m 

ry after that,” he said A 


in 


See ee re enema il 


Three smiles as the runners get together after their 
(right) seems anxious that Emil Zatopek, 


Ken Norris offers a little consolation. 


ove i i x 
icto . ordon Irie break p 
V ry ( P ea s the ta e. 


ee The end of a great race. 
= breath has come back. But Gordon Pirie 
un 4 ehamnion. chould put.on a sweater. 


~= 
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Marathon runner Jim Pete 
holds the a Bi A as Gordon 
Pirie laps the Stompond-lane 
Sports Ground to-day, 


Gordon Pirie congratulates Joe 


Lancaster, of Manchester A.C., after the two-hour track race at 


Walton-on-Thames to-day, 


Joe Lancaster beats 
Pirie and Record 


JOE LA 
act a 29-year-old railway clerk from 
a es ahh rth, near Manchester, beat Gordon Pirie 
Hoe teak od and the unofficial world record—in a two- 
S k race at Walton (Surrey) to-day 
_Lancaster, who has never before — , ‘ 
woo an important race, set up a 
ale Rss best performance for 
. hours, coveri i f 
on oe ’ iii a 
n the way, he put 
‘English native re for 20 miles 
with lhr 47min eoeee ‘ialeinrioe 


| Pirta, who for muct 
‘ j u 
H givens had locked a ote. 
| ive winner, could not match 


Lancaster's strength a 
n 
towards the end and nite | 


second about 80 yards behind Gordon Pirie strips off after | Stan Cox 


Pirie has a lean 


Jack Heywood (Herne Hill E his two-hour run o 

; A H. on n the and hi 

aby had shared the lead eat Walton-on-Thames track | the Feet: ok ga as but note 

irie and Stan Cox (Southgate: and discusses the race with with his eae geia ened 4 a | 
rame, 


for 16 miles, was third, and 


the marathon international. ' 


All four easily beat the previous | 


' Si? > RUNNING IS STUPID. 


§ 698 yards by Jose Ribas, in 
By SYDNEY HULLS 


rgentina’ in 1935. 
Took Lead 
{ORDON PIRIE sat a 
; y RIE own, pawed his spiky hai 
declared : ‘Long-distance running is pre th, 


Lancaster did his damage du 
at d his da r- 
ing the 19th mile after taking the 
man who wins is t 7] ; { 
eres Ss the one who doesn't realise how stupid 


} + 7 tyi } 
lead from Pirie at the end of the 
Piri just run 22 miles 


He ran four successive 1 i 

_ He t : ss aps i 

around 78 seconds each, the fast. 
278 yards in his first two-hour race 
a rainswept Walton-on-Thames, 
inishing 140 yards behind smooth- 


est of the race, to cover a mile i 
saa 15.2sec. at this stage es 
t 20 miles Lancaster 

( was 
yards in front in ihr. a7min, 53 
sec.—-4min, isec, inside the old 


| English native recor 
in 4804, e recored set up 


Conditions 

vonditions | were far from 
| favourable with a very wet track 
jand a blustery wind. — wei 


1, 


time athletics 

im) thietics—had torn off a new 
world-best performance by com- 
pieting 22 miles 418 yards in two 


childs aster, the father of two hours. 
eaea nek ne designs on the | 
oe eit. e has yet to run his English title | 
first one, although virtually he IIE KE Her ‘el | 

runs one every day— ile ee he claimed an Eng 

Wotan Ta ai y—13 miles to title by running 20 miles in Lhr.| 
| 1 training oe home again. Sone, 53sec. : hr.| 
;, 1 traini 1€ covers 5,000 mil Jose Ribas (Argentine | 
;@ year, aS great a distance as sim previous best for the ey bela Re 
; 698 yards set up 


| Peters when he was at the peak 


is his career, |20 


irie. having his first tast GORDON PIRIE fu 

a race anything over ten | Bot Failed to catch L: tis Cr 

did not enjoy the miles, | 0 cateh Lancaster. Simin” 54sec 
fis Sst | in 1913. : 


= Bes 


out Aonoon Hagaices _. 


PIRIE WINS 


cs [Ross 


a ee _——- eo 


GIBB CUP 


GORDON PIRIE had little diffi- | 


culty in winning 


London Harriers’ five-miles cross- 


country club championship 


Saturday, and so keep the “Gibb 


cup in the Pirie family for 
seventh consecutive year. 


23sec. 


the South | 


i) 


on 


the 


n 
| 


His time was 25min. 
42sec. better than the second 
man, 18-years-old S. Langridge, 


racing in his first junior season. 


He surprised . Peter Pirie by 
half-a-minute—for Peter, Har- 
riers’ captain, was third. Mr. 
Alick Pirie, father of Gordon 
‘and Peter, took 42nd place, in 
36min. 43sec., out of the 45 
competitors, and yet another 


member of the Pirie family, Ian, 
who has just arrived back after 
a.long spell abroad, completed 


in 40min. 
the 


the course 
Clutterbuck won 
award. 


(ZORDON PIRIE 

and Clay Gibbs, 
the Trinidad sprin- 
ter, had a_ short, 
sharp row during 


training at Croydon 
Sports Arena last 


night. 
At one point Gibbs 


called Pirie “ Bighead.” 
Pirie returned the com- 


pliment. 

Then Gibbs pulled oft a 
track-suit he had borrowed 
from Pirie and threw it 
back to him. 


The whole breeze blew 
up because of a mis- 
understanding. 


As soon as this became 
obvious. Pirie apologised to 
-Gibbs. Gibbs apologised to 
Pirie—and_ they parted 
good friends. 

“T put my 


foot in it. I 


38sec. R. 
handicap 


By 
GEORGE HARLEY 


Pirie told me 


am afraid,” 
last night. 
“Tt was one of those 
silly arguments that de- 
velop if you start criticis- 
ing a man for something 
he knows nothing about.” 
Gibbs has been chosen 
for the British team to 


compete in the Southern 
Games in Trinidad next 
February. 


Council Said ‘Yes 

A, 

He applied successfully to 
Croydon Corporation last 
week for permission to use 
the Sports Arena track 
every night of the week. 


This privilege is denied 
to other athletes because 
Croydor 4‘mateurs, @ local 
Soccer lea ave exclusive 
trainin Mappre on 
Tuesds Wejs 


& 


Cuanrro Suir IFC. 


( O04 niet 


use the arena 

Wednesdays 
This distriou 

ing facilities 


after a squabbl- 
footballers 


the 
athletes over t 
arena. 

Pirie saic. 
Gibbs tonight 
he should not 


‘I could h 
long ago but I 
| be 


right to seek 
sideration. W 


Gibbs knew 


ballers which 
the athletes 
track for 
a week. 


he. 
Gibbs 
Lyou can 


and 
pet 


and Fridays 


~When I saw 
for special privileges. 


unfair to 
athletes who use the track 


words about it. 

“Then I discovered that 
nothing about 
the dispute with the foot- 


“TI apologised. 
Still. whenever you see | 


on Mondays 


tion of train 
was decided 

between 
and the 
ne use of the 


I told him 
have applied 


ave done stv 
felt it would 
the other 


GORDON PIRIE 


jand would tend to 7ause | ; 
jealousy. ing. That's why we 
“{T felt Gibbs had no such good friends ! 


special con- 


? top 

a ees Oe from Pirie months 
“But ve got i 
now! said Pirie 


had led to: 
getting the| 
; three days} 


So did| 


me together, | 
we are argu: | 


AT PRESENT 
IT’S QUICKER 
TO RUN, SAYS 
GORDON PIRIE 


Famous runner Gordon Pirie 

leads to-day’s letters on 
our Riverside Highway plan 
with a vigorous plea for dras- 
tic action to solve London’s 
traffic jams. Ii is often quicker 
to run, he says: 


As tor that track sult 
- Gibbs borrowed it 


By PHILIP 


ORDON PIRIE, Britain’s 
race again. He said | 

_ Achilles tendon injury that I 
an extent that I may be force 


ET TER- news - ‘of’, 
Gordon Pirie, who 
seems a good dea] more 
optimistic about his ath-. 
leties future than he was 
a week ago. 

Pirie-is having deep m 
for the sprained A ; 
of his left foot. 
members ef the E 
‘riet Athletic Cl 


age 
Jon 


meeting, 
mem 
alt 


lunchtime talk with — 
d Achilles tendon may 


His athlete fiancée, Shirle a 

became engaged last cone 
leading long distance runner, 
at Grosvenor House, Park-lan 
Jent Fund ball, Marriage date 


Eamonn Andrews (left) has a 
Gordon Pirie, who says an injure n end “ on 
seriously interfere with his athletics activities earertens. | ! | 

But |} 


ton, 20, of Oipisieton ike 
paar d the buttonhole of Britain's 
ordon Pirie, 24, when they arrived 


e, for the Furniture Tr 
7 ades B - 
is not fixed, eyes 


'PIRIE TO RUN 
sy BRAZIL PIRIE TO MISS 


By DOUG WILSON 
ORDON PIRIE_ and Ken BRUSSELS RACE 


Norris are likely, I _under- 


stand, to compete, in Braz s Gordon Pirie, who has been 

famous _“ round-the-houses "race suffering from Achilles tendon 

oe a SS A ion ke a trouble and has not trained 

al raffiC ‘ es 

thousands lining the course of for several days, has with 

just over four miles Sarough Se drawn from the English team 

main streets, the race is one Ot s o cross- 

the hightights of Brazil’s New in the international s 

aaa allt alae th Tah Year ce.ebrations. country race at Brussels on 

Sek Several “loose ends” have to Sunday. 

SPORTSMEN OUT ; be yee Ue Dit sharpie etic Pirie’s mother said to-day 
: is the Britis mateur ti 1 ( 

OF UNIFORM : 10 : Board's ruling that no British ath- that the trouble was improving. 

: lete may compete abroad unless “ Gordon does not want to take 


ame taneaser the. risk of aggravating it by 


accompanied by a “ team manager. 


Apparently the Brazilians do not m ¢ : 
relish paying expenses for three competing in Belgium,” she 
when they are getting only two added, 
athietes. 


LOokK at that diamond 
_ ‘ing. Because of that 
ring a secret was broken. 

It is worn by 20-year-old 

: athlete, Shirley Hampton. 

: It was given to her by run- 
ner Gordon Pirie. Yester- 
day they announced their 
engagement. 

But the secret of th - 
fagement came out - fen 
hours before the official 
flee ee The reason: 

ey could n ing 
Cs era ot find the ring 


Originally they planned 
make the Saab etenica: 
AFTER buying the ring so 
that Shirley could be photo- 
graphed wearing it. 


Let them go 


In recent years both Roger Ban- 
nister and Chris Chataway have 
been given special dispensation to 
run outside Britain without a 
manager, Let us hope Pirie and 
Norris are similarly treated. 

The race carries tremendous 


prestige in South America. Emil 
Zatonek won it two years ago. 


GORDON PIRIE OUT 
OF BRAZIL RACE 


XYORDON PIRIE_ has with- 
XK drawn from the San Syl- 
vester “round the houses” road 
race in Sao Paulo, Brazil, on De- 


reyse = meee 


She out ve ere Ee oe 


rea 


eiscts 


oar 


rome 


= 


a abe FEE 


SUTIN Ye ere ene ee 


They tried to get ! 
the 
they wanted on Monday, i . 
hs Bremen "a a cember 31 because of a recut 
then th yo By eh oO rence of his recent leg injury. | 
Re Ne secret Was a secret a The British Amateur Athletic 
mongers ns * Sere ; Board, announcing this to-day, 
Bt ast i says that Pirie has been in- 
i formed that he must cease train- 


But last oi i 
a oe ing for at least. one month. 


Shirley’s finger, the Official 
announcement had been 


made, and she was ph 
Oranhed we Pp oto- 


cai a total aerator 


eS manent ae 


mm rh «ws 


GORDON PIRIE di 
a : oe 8 seus throwin : 
in his training schedule iene ia. oi 


attacked the Press last night. Fleet Street, he sais, 


By HARRY vAnreo 


| S aeaey PIRIE, the 24-year-old runner who beat the’ 
fabulous Zatopek three times this year, bitterly 


had 


‘done “ immeasurable damage ” to British sport. 


/~Seores- of famous sports j 
personalities had gathered 1n 
jLondon to honour him. 

| TV cameras relayed the scene 
into homes all over the country. 
tag. the crop-haired Pirie, from 
icoulsdon. received a B.B.C. trophy 
‘for being voted leading sporting 
{personality by viewers. 

" phen Mr, Iain Macleod, former 
Minister of Health and now Min- 


ister of Labour, presented him 
with a “ Sportsman of the Year” 


trophy, won in a pallot organised 
by Sportina Record. 

Left out 

ee ea 


In his reply Pirie said that in 
a recent poll of Sports writers 
neither boxer Don Cockell nor 
himself had been voted into the 
first seven sportsmen who had 
done most to further British pres- 
tige during 1955. 

Early this month the Sports- 
writers’ Association voted John 
Disley, the Welsh steeplechaser, 
as Sportsman of the Year. 

Pirie went on: “There are 
other opinions besides those of 


the Houses of Parliament. 
Later I asked him to explain 


Year for 1955 in 
national ballot. 


Sportswoman of 


as follows:— 


GORDON PIRIE 
; Chris Chataway .. 
John Disley 
Billy Wright ......- 
Brian Hewson 
Stirling Moss .... 
Donald Campbell 
Stanley Matthews 
Peter May 

John Surtees 
pat Smythe 


Wilson, former 


the Press, as is shown In the | 4; tae & Divia! ‘ani ; 
historic pwiidings down the|PCt., ik Meet s oe a 
VOT ed ‘eet ay certainiv not generally he 

road "—an oblique reference to|among athletes. Perhaps. more 


Fleet-street.” 


OUGLAS ALASTAIR GORDON PIRIE 


—better known to you as 
Pirie—is Britain’s Sportsman of the 


“ Sporting Record’s” great 


running—is show jumper Pat Smythe, 
woman in the top 12 in the pallot, which resulted 


his statement that British sports- 
writers had harmed sport. 


He said: “You sports writers 
criticise all the 
time, You do 
your best to cast ORDON PIRIE and Pat Smythe witt 
a slur on sport. lain Macleod, M.P., Minister of 


ace ee’ ou presented them with their “Sport 


are doi : Sportsman and Sportswoman of the 
dam i last week. See pages 6 and 7 for “. 


win every time 
we run? Boxers 
and footballers 


Climax to a Wonderful Ye 


too. ‘They are 
always being 
knocked, 


“You ought to 
wish us all the 
best and encour- 
age us. Instead. 
I’m always being 
criticised. 

“What about 
that race at the 
White City last 
year? I broke a 
bone in my foot 
and had to drop 
out. Some of the 
Press writers 


PIRIE. 
Last night. 


said I was yellow. 


colleague Doug. 
A.A.A. mile cham- 


Daily Mail 


than any other, he owes much to 


“ Puff-Puff” 


the Year—for the third time 
the only 


Percentage 


or 
on) 


= 
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Kri@Lsd (Ross -lounser Cran Prot iP 
pr Warwiex 195% 


— SO ee oe 


: Gere Pirie is worried. After that 4min. 

13.2sec. mile at Oxford on Thursday he is 
dissatisfied. This is a bad sign—for his rivals. 
He is stepping up his training and aims to be in 
top form by the AAA championships in July, by 
- which time he is likely to improve even on his 


best efforts in the past. 
Pirie should have been encouraged by the fact that 
his tendon trouble has completely cleared, but the effect 
- of Thursday’s race was to make him give extra thought 
to his training schedule. 


: “Tt is problematical,” he 
says, ‘whether it is better to 


do fast work or a lot of jog- 


on a ee 


Norris pips Norris 
by JAMES FITZGERALD 


\ORDON PIRIE failed to run’ The Senior field just 
h x ees into the Tene Seen 
for the cross-country international a . 
at Belfast on -March 17 when, after the start in the 
running in the 1956 English nine- . 
mile senior championship at War- National Cross Coun- 
ess yesterday, ne Rr aa no 
better than gain 15th position. , . i 
Ken Norris, the winner of the try Championships at 
classic New Year Round-the- ‘ 
Houses race in Brazil, is the new Warwick. 
English senior champion, but only 
after a thrilling duel with his 
namesake, Fred Norris, of Bolton. 
Before the half-distance Ken and 
Fred Norris, running shoulder to 
shoulder, had broken clear of. the! 


field of more than 500 runners. | : : - ar i run 
Then. in a fighting finish, Ken Help from Gordon sprint starts at Ladywell Park, ~ ging. If you are going to rut 
Norris came away with a fast burst elp Lewisham. They are both con- at 15 miles on hour, it 1s no 
re ARS Sutenee in seo Gordon Pirie helps his fiancee, | tenders for places in the Olym- much good training at 20 
clocked wy the Cancebics Norris. Shirley Hampton, with her ne Seer - miles an hour or you 10se 


\ 2 


Pourh. : heneen., ial ber z your rhythm in a race. . 
om jrie turned out—-los ye ac! st was 
rw tuber Cours | WG, gohiboteres SE on, font ue 
md { - getting cold at Pirie’s ‘ 


team title, finishing third with 170 . f}. 
‘Points, against the winning score x Lee H v Londen HA 3 a S  ———— )=SMother said: “Put your ‘bib‘e’ 
iGnited a by Sheffield — away.” but this intent young 


Saw . man persisted in a close study of 
Gordon Pirie Double a volume that records his daily 
| Gordon Pirie (South London H.) work in the cause of world class 


fran a good three miles in 14min athieties 
(24sec, and he also won the half- 
\mile in lmin 59.6sec in an inter-club 
lathietics match which was won by 
jLondon A.C, at Imber Court 


‘yesterday. 


| | Sueker <) MILE CH ani Mt Hie MortsPur Paae 19x. 


Os eae Newsies, aeear aes 


MORE TROUBLE 


Fs ordon Pirie’s troubles 

increase. First it was the 
Achilles tendon on his left leg; 
then similar trouble on the right. 


Now he has splitting head S — 
the result of a = f 
accident. The car in which Pirie Fe 


and his fiancée, athlete Shirley 


Hampton, were travelling turn 
completely over outside Brighton 4 REA 
I thought we were lucky to 


escape with no more than severe 


, bruises,” said Pirie. “i 
| suddenly, I began to have gee! 2: 
headaches. Shirley is etting 

them, too. It may be £ c 


( alay: : N_ the Surrey three-mile race 
concussion,” ayed r I — Crickmore, 21-year-old 
Coulsdon civil servant, tries 
By Stan Tomlin desperately to match Gordon 
Pirte’s finishing sprint to the 


ORDON PIRIE, Im sure, is tape, fails by inches. 
really back to form at last. Crickmore was a lap behind. 
For the first time for nearly three bi pia eae re ? He explains : 
vears I saw him run like the ; eee on bet me would be 
cn champion he was. He won the apped after two miles. I bet 


him he wouldn't lap me at all. 


Py . ° ef Surrey three miles title at Mot- And he only just did it.” 
‘ } t ; ; 99 
r e W n oe spur Park in 13 min. 42.2 sec. 
] 1 ] S 4 { He confirmed my view by aati SMOOTHER STILL 
4 i >: “IT am really running we ~ af : 
e } ie eceer than ever before.” JIRIE won in 13min, 42.2sec.. 
] O f “Tt ‘Gordon had been able to th any improvement of Tasec. on 
: Ls me east the championship best he set up 
Hi maintain the speed of his = in 1953, said : “I'm running more 
ud q mile —4 min. 27.6 sec,— there 3 Shiy than ever before. Am 
e ] ta would have been a new British eased with my performance ? 
Dt record. That's what had No. When you're } wit 
> a intended and he YOUR TACInE VOU » My ms 
By ROY MOOR > running that I am for Bt vik er erase Ambit 
GORDON PIRIE is winning ; the stiff he would have pomerione 
the fight to get fit again. . ae done it. ; ; 
Proof that the second tendon i The time beats his own county 
injury, is mending well came | sear ee 
in an hour’s non-stop running & that’s what was— 
oa at Brighton on Saturday. : following on his last 
. pane 28 lap after lap with all Mee Wednesday, is a good 
Se : pie a lar grinding determina- a ie indication that Gordon is looking 
te ae ae ae eS Se S tion. And at ihe, end he told me: a i for some of that Olympic gold. WHO NEVER WAS IN i} 
rack-suifed Ian Hackett, three-years-old son of their hk A i > of my first injury f th? “Now for some real speed t 
oer Fis rt host at Withdean Stadium, Brighton z e other Tne ; ee Soe 
insisted on joining in when Gordon Pirie and his fia j : 9 ar the other Achilles ing,” he said, It looks as tho : eo our 
is fianc y ini s all right ng,” he Pirie. That runner on y 
Gordon and Shirley are h h ee Shirley Hampton set out for training. Both ms all right. I am expect something re It’s all right Gordon e 


oping for an Olympic selection and they plan to marry after the Games 


on over & mil 
which the Duke of Edinburgh will open at Melbourne in November, : é 


against Oxford in the AAA champion- right —M. E. Orickmore — should ce bee 
: next month,” ships next month. been in the picture at the finish. You've lapped 
him as you did most of the others when winning 


iia Gurrev three miles championship at Motspur 


eek EO ee nee. 


A ee 
ecient eae | 500 meet, Tne Z. cree, Livteknt ase 
Seth ahi hJUU MERA IniRnation gn, Kacc 5 (00 nee, Lit teen Atv A, 
it was ‘too early for —- os : : 
% record breaking. | 
Was also the fastest 15 
metres the determined vark. 
shireman has ever done— 
equivalent to just inside a 
4min. 0.2secs, mile 
What is even more. 
about Wood's aston 


ORDON (“Everything happens to me”) Pirie raced 
! one and a half laps wearing only one shoe in the 


3.000-metre international event at the White City 


yesterday. 


emarkable 


li Fi 
his shoe soon after the start... but he 


—and even more ishi : 
eet Gap ae ies tonishing Pirie lost his left , : 

I f t that is 
ia ait ci tried to stay in the race. It was impossible. 


‘ . d 

He came otf, his feet raw an 
bleeding, with the boos of a 
section of the 45,000 crowd buzzing 
in his ears like the unpleasant 
hum of an infuriated swarm ot 
bees. | 
- It left world record holder.) 
Sandor Iharos, of Hungary, undis- 
puted master of the field to cruise 
round on his own, and even then, 
great athlete that he is, to return 
a best United Kingdom time for 
this performance. 

Iharos won in 8min. 2.6seC., 
3.6sec. better than_ the previous 
best time set up by Chris Chataway 
at this same White City two years 


ago. 
‘Not for me 


: x one look at Pirie’s 
A doctor took 0 Oot tietetanus 


taught athlete, 
He has no coaches and 
correspondence courses 
all his 1g in he 
Yet this “lone wolf” 
two State-sponsored 
runners who, under 
ae of their coach, have become 
bi of @ most heart-breakin 
. ping Machines, . 
é Ree eval rd s the Hungarians— 
“Teen ee Nae second in 3min. 
3min, 44sec.—said i a aa _ 
open eos surprised at Wood's 
K C Over the St ¢ yards.” 
They certainly were saan 
Indeed, the two Magy: 
sO busy watching G 
that they 1orgot all 


takes no 
He does 


master- 
the stern 


aces were 
rdon Pirie 
about Wood. 


Came alive 


The race, which 


’ 


sic oa jinjuries and seid: | 2 
sudderlly cane aren gun, poe tte? a ict 
SEs ack te i ie said Pirie and, despite the doctor's 
Batya foun i nad | warning of possible ill conse- 
halfway round the 1e lead \quences, he still refused. ssaias 
Immediately the D ence est Feed, on 
died. Iharos, nicely tucked in a! 


5 eta red-vest 4 
Tene ans, reacted-—particu ; ne 
_ last. year, tataway's conqueror 


At the bell it was the Same order 


but as they tore into the back 


‘few yards behind the leaders, 
ered there until the halfway 


uring of the slow pace, he 
son te ae lead and gradually 


Swaight = Tabori flas} t i 
a a ashe . ds with 
Pied ae BORE a Ss 
of his lites Laszlo got the shock beating Velisi Mugosa, of 
. lYugoslavia, into, second place. 


Ken “Wood, who 
INg iris 
Well hb 


ates: ME : 


TOHHE moment before he 

dropped out... Pirie, one 

shoe missing, strides on amid 
flying spikes. 


S Of lying 
seventh 


HE last lap 
__ last ; + PH 
a Britain's Gordon Pirie 
ee To his right is I 
tozsav¢ Igyi, of Hungary (No. 
11), behind is L. Fabori. 
also of Hungary (No. 14) and | 
K. Richtzenhan (No. 9), of | 
East Germany. von | 
c But it didn’t stay 
somehow ¥ ss mY shay ae 
“A lor the race Ma | 


A ‘od 
Yorksaire, 


inane Se hee iE at Se A 


Universities Prusetic (dim Poe Sms, 
ae 3 DdOnema Lnurtaton Le 


GORDON PRE WTS 


reached 


and Tabori, fo ee 


back. ritain’s K 

tes ay Britain S K. Wood (arrowed) 

atte Wy eee the: voupded f kg was the 1,500 Metres 
: easted the tape o; 1 i yecrnational ri r 

ds ahead, oe ESE Ens y British 

: re who finishe Dy 

With a persona) L500" ae 


: ation 
vent) in the Britis : 
th at the White City ee Games 


Pirie Outwits 
Ibbotson 


( PIRIE ran a_ bpril- 
liant tactical race to win 


time ‘ . 46.2secs., aie | 
y went, J ced 


! 
: pt i capsataccaderti dads the 3,000 metres, special event at 
ORDON PIRIE has proved he is fit at fast. He the Universities’ athletic ans 
ili i ; pionships at Manchester's nite 
ran a brilliant 3,000 metres at the White City, Bity this afternoon. ‘“ 
terday in 8m, 9.4s. Within four hundred yards, 
nea de ake aus Tee Pirie and Derek Ibbotson began 


And this with one foot which had two toes pitted with 
holes from last week’s barefoot performance at White 
City, London. 

I saw*the foot before the 


to detach themselves from the 
field. Ibbotson obviously had no 
desire to lead and consequently 


race and the holes were 
quite deep with raw flesh 
exposed. 

But Derek [bbotson 
formance in this iny 
event at_ the Uni 
Athletic Union me 
egually brilliant. 

He finished so close be- 
hind Gordon that he was 
credited with the same time, 

bbotson had never ruu the 
distance before 


CHASED 


With 300 
Ibbotson we 
st that Gordon 
en yards behind 

Piri 
round the 


s per- 


eling was 


furiously 
bend. re- 
1ed the five yards 
before the tapes and Just 
held by inches Derek's final 
sprint. 


Pirie beating Ibbotson 


Pirie had to take the brunt of the 
pace. . Fe ; 

To counter this, Pirie notice- 
ably slowed the pace just after 
the “bell” enticing Ibbotson into 
the lead. 

When his pursuer eventnally 
jumped ahead Pirie was waiting 
for him. Then_the battle was 
deally on with Ibbotson leading 
and Pirie in pursuit. me 

Ten yards from the tape Pirie 
drew level and won by a_ foot. 
Both were timed at 8 min. 9.4 sec. 
—second fastest by a home athlete 


in this country. 


um TN EY R LV 
> 


A.A.A. WIN MATCH 


Gordon Pirie, back to his best 
‘ran his fastest mile when he 
clocked 4min 4.6sec at Motspur 
‘Park last night, competing for the 
AAA. against London University. 

University miler C. P. Roberts : 

a Slow pace, with Pirie in third re 
until the half-mile; reached in the 
Slow time of 2min 7sec. Bursting to 
the front at the half-distance, Pirie 
Yaced away on his own. In the next 
200 yards he had Zained a 25-yard 
advantage over J. S. Evans. He 
reached the three-quarter mile in 
-38min 4.4sec, having run this lap in 
the extraordinary time of 56.5sec, 


. 


tar Attraction Henr 


Gordon Pirie the S$ 


Gordon Pirie, probably the best] 
known of all British athletes, 
treated spectators at Stompond|the last man just before the mile, 
Lane, Walton, to a double thrill on} 4nd half a mile later had increased 
Saturday when he ran his best-ever} his lead on Salvat to 100 yards and 
mile and within two hours captured|0P J. Brown, the English inter- 
K a second ground record in winning national who was running third, to 
| the three miles. 200 yards. 
Pirie was running in the Heath- Again he was out on his own 
field annual sports, the biggest} having to make his own pace and 
T inter-club meeting in the country,}]he crossed the 2-mile mark in 9 
and delayed his holiday to Norway}mins. 5 secs., 250 yvards up on 
in order to run. Brown, who had displaced Salvat 
These two performances were un-| in second position. Half a lap later 
R doubtedly the highlights of the ex-| Pirie passed his second man and 
cellent afternoon's racing, in which] went on to complete this distance 
y, no less than fifteen clubs com-|in 13 mins. 45.6 secs., nearly half 
peted for Heathfield Shield, won]|a minute better than the ground 
this year by Belgrave MHarriers| record of 14 mins. 14.2 secs. set up 
with 21 points. Polytechnic Harriers| by K. Norris, of Thames Valley 
Tv finished second with 16 points, with| Harriers, the previous year. He 
‘South London Harriers third two] was then nearly half a lap ahead 
points behind, and Walton, winners] of Brown, who ran second in 14 
G in the two previous years, fourth] mins. 14.8 secs. —.6 of a second 
with ten points. slower than Norris's record — and 
Points were awarded in eight] lapped half of the field. Salvat ran 
events, but in addition there was|third in 14 mins. 57.4 secs., with 
~> the annual 15 miles road race in| Tony Llewellyn, of Walton, fourth 
which teams from Queens Park! in 14 mins. 59 sees. 
Harriers, Derby and County A.C. 


Sm nee re a a 


D> 


Py 
By TONY HORSTEAD 
(,ORDON PIRIE is off to 
A Norway tomorrow for 
a fishing holiday—and he 
hopes to land an unusually 

big-catch. 

Quite coincidentally, of 
course,.. he has _ selected 
Bergen for his ten days’ 
holiday, and it so happens 
that next week-end a select 
Russian. team is competing 
in... Bergen ! 


- and Maidenhead C & A. C competed And the fanatically 
against six of the clubs who were WINNER ambitious “ Pull - puff 
taking part in the team events, to- hopes to race against the 
gether with individual runners GORDON PIRIE relat Russian Viadhatr 
from another twenty clubs. Busman's holiday Kuts over 5,000 metres. 

The mile was a special invitation ~~ wee ‘ sis ae se os 
event to enable Pirie to have 4 a ts aca doubt that 
° oa . 7 = . DOS : * : s f on 
iene pot ph ai of Pgs Sie 2 is 
A AS, REO: = ghting his way back 
fortnight previously. Unfortun- He certainly showed at 

+ atley, only four of the six runners Walton, Surrey, on Satur- 

| who were to pace him were there : day, that he “has every 
and one of these had to drop out chance of becoming the 
after only 300 yards. ninth man to break the 

Pirie completed the first lap in four-minute mile barrier. 
60.6 secs., and the half-mile in 2 With no one to pace him, 


mins. 2.2 secs., but from then on galloping Gordon won the 
he. was out on his own with no) invitation mile in 4m. 3.6s., 
one fo nush him. Pirie took the! | Clipning a second off his 


nd preneneninon 


ORDON PIRIE, the Croydon paint salesman SO 
k many were ready to write off as a top-class inter- 


Bergen, Norway, last night 
_ He raced the 5,000 metres (3 
‘Miles 188 vards in the fan- 


tastic time of 
13mins, 36.8 
secs, and beat 


the Russian 
champion, 
Viadimir Kuc, 
by 25 yards in 
the process. 
Kue who 
chased Pirie 
home in an al- 
most sprint 
finish, also beat 
the old world 
record. with a 
time of 13mins. 
39.6secs, 
The previous 
record was 13 
.mins, 40.6secs.. 
set by the Hun- 
garian, Sandor 
Iharos, in Buda- 
pest last Octo- 
ber. 
Unfortunately, no time 
was taken at the three miles 
point of the race for this, too, 
must have been a world record, 
Here is 25-year-old Pirie’s own 
story of the race as given to Roy 
Moor in an exclusive interview: 


My revenge 


What a race... what a thrill 


to have won it. I was deter- 
mined to get my revenge on 
Viadimir for that beating he 


gave me in Moscow last year. 
Obviously Kuc meant busi- 
ness, too. AS soon as We were 
off Kuc was away into the lead. 
setting a real scorcher. I was 
determined to stay with him. 
The first 400 metres was run 
in around 60 to 61 seconds. 1 


was at his elbow. The positions 
were the same as we _ went’ 
through the 800 metres in 


‘around 2min. 3sec. 
l was thoroughiy enjoying it 
This was just what I wanted. 
somebody with a fast pace to 
take me along I was able to 
run nicely relaxed at his heel 
There were times when 1! 
sensed Kuc wanted to ease the 
pace That was not what |] 
wanted. So every time there 
was any slackening off I moved 
up to .his shoulder and Kuc 


national athlete because of his succession of break- 
downs, smashed™the world record for 


5,000 metres in 


would increase the tempo again 
So it went on s 


I was by no means certain o! 
Winning. But all the while } 
reckoned | had a’ good chance 

Our placings vemaineo un- 
changed until] about 270 yards 
from the finish. Then | decided 
it was now or never. 1 went 


I tore past Kuc with every 
scrap of energy I could find. } 
still felt good and went on 
backing in the pace for al} ] 
was worth 

I could hear 


Kuc giving 
chase But I d 


sensed [’ 


him, and I had. 


“You could have Knocked me 
down with qa feather when they 
said I had broken the record. 

Well done, Gordon. 


A silver spoon. 


Pirie’s prize ? 
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rt. naw | ~ 6DAY WONDER PIRIE 
2 ORDON IR ~ ROMPS HOME AGAIN — 


iA ; AMSTERDAM, Sunday. : 
“ : RITAIN’S unpredictable = i 
: : i Gordon Pirie: rounded = HARRY 


off the six days in which CA RPENTER | 


: he has shaken the ath- = 
letics world by thrashing reports on 
an international field over = — 
1,500 metres—the metric = NON-STOP 
mile. = \ 
‘ His time, 3min. 43.7sec., knocks = GORDON 


3.5 seconds off his best for 
the distance, breaks a seven- 


| Hi | : - t ational irie s "7 ” 
_ He equals 3,000 metres world record year-old Duteh national Pirie on the shoulder, after 


' 3 j — everything goes well with you in 
ORDON PIRIE, the of a mile in the barest frac gs y 
\, Incredible, fantas- 


tion over four minutes. Melbourne.” 
tic Gordon Pirie, has 


Our 19 G0 nci0er Trichroriweh, Kae ac Arisikoam  Horwana. [St 
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MIRROR SPORT race, as Chromik in the 


“WITHOUT HIM 


The world record is 3min 40.8sec., Pie is going to be’ Britain's No. 1 


: *, Olympic problem, The selectors 
by Hungarians Sandor ' Iharos ill have the headache of decid- 


- A RE . THERE } ; and Laszlo Tabori, and Gunnar ing just what Pirie should go 

done it again! PORTER cece COE ween Nielsen (Denmark). for: 1,500 mere, 5,009 Meus, 
A ore eo - irie’ ix- Q reel 10,000 metres ? Right now, this 
Running at a Trona-; RECORD. ae gn a for irrepressible man gives the im- 


aA : pression he could tackie the lot, 
the conventions of stamina, with golden prospects in all 


began on Tuesday when he in- three. 
terrupted his Norwegian fish- ; 
ing holiday to slash nearly 


heim (N | Went wild with enthusias Pirie’s final 400 metres in 
last is tage meeting | last night when it was 60s. was his fastest of the 
ent, he equalled | announced—in error—that re and exactly one 

the world record of, Pitie had broken the world | S¢C0Md faster than the next 
record by two-tenths. of a|est—the first 400 metres, 


‘Tm. 55.6s. for the 3,000! second It was, j four seconds off the 5,000 
Sues ' | 1d. as, in fact, a re . P ‘ ; ng 
metres. When this wa markably even run, as he ah cee ane Trondhern, 


turned by Sandor Iharos Bee Soualied the record, | second - oie. Kod the 
; : om ile : ; , Si 
the great Hungarian, in.“ nit 


odéiat Gsicters a Keane” Pirie’s previous best ti 
onths was 8m. 9.4s. 3 


wheré, on Friday, he equalled 
the world 3,000 metres record. 
Yesterday, 35-year-old paint sales- 
man Pirie from Coulsdon, got 
up at 5 a.m, and arrived here, 


ago. ‘The first of these, in fa abs Senn via Oslo and Copenhagen, late 
’ ; Will come tomorrow, vhan sents Be te ns: of at night, 
HE’S EAGER | Pirie will run in 4 ng at the 1,500 metres And, _ thi ft he was 
seiedoalannsatines | 3,000 ‘metres race again | pre, metric mile—in the ‘thrilling a 34,000 crowd, includ- 
It was only ‘Sandor Rozsnyot ee | Ompic Games in Novem- og eh nt Rend Petes 
that Piri ais hope Tuesday! Hungary, at ey big er ti Resiters “at Amsterdam's 
7 me shattered) Olympie Da : j . tink that distance “Ti : eit 
Sand et eee for] Ameterdamn, © OSE | forame te the hak a aes iar 
5 yf “4 of . metres,” ° 
metres. by 3.8s., with MADE RUNNING he said last night. met Tucked in 


13m, 36.8s., in Bergen. | 
ee eceaeieia 
|. NO wonder Iharos is'_ Jerzy Ch P 
eager to meet the tall, lean | Polish’ stee lechase "spect 
| Paint salesman from’ Sur-! alist, was Pirie’s chief rival 
| hi Ps his home | last night and he made the 
rack in Budapest | |most of the running with 
He issued’ an invitation | ne vakeasiman occasion. 
to Pirie yesterday to a race ae taking over to slep. up 
over 5,000 metres there on; fe Pace. 
August 19. | With just over one hun- 
The Trondheim crowd dred yards | to 80, Pirie 
flashed to the front and 
finishing quite fresh, won 
comfortably from Chromik 
Whose time was 7m. 56.4s. 
“I was Prepared fo 
fast time,” said Pirie, "ag 
conditions were excellent 
and there was such a good 


Pirie was tucked in a yard be- 
hind East Germany’s Klaus 
Richtzenhain, with 21-year-old 
Cambridge history student 
Roger Dunkley third of the 12. 

They held that order for two more 
laps—Pirie puffing and_ red- 
vested Richtzenhain anxiously 
peering back—umtil the bell. 
Dunkley faded, and was passed 
by Hungary’s Jozsef Szegledi. 

Three hundred yards from home, 
Pirie surged past the German. 
with huge strides down the 
back straight. Richtzenhain 
jumped arms and legs in vain. 
Pirie broke the tape a good 
foar yards ahead, with Szegledi 
third and Dunkley a game 
fourth. 


Even speed 


PIRIE, STILL 
INA HURRY, 
‘FASTER YET" 


(Geneon PIRIE could not 
stay long for interviewers 
and autograph hunters when 
he landed at London Airport 
yesterday. “You'll have to 
excuse me, I have some train- 
ing to do,” he said. 

But before he left, and after 
being congratulated on his 
5,000-metres world record, he 
said: 

“Tf haven’t reached my peak 
yet. | think with harder train- 
ing I can get stronger, which 
means I will be able to go 
faster.” | 

Of his record-breaking run |, 
he said: “I enjoyed the race, 
and it’s good to be a world 
record-holder, but really the 
time was a secondary con- 
sideration.” 

About his chances for the 
Olympics, he said: “I hope I 


For a man primarily regarded 
as a distance runner Pirie 
showed astonishingly even speed 
over the shorter course. His 
400-meire lap times were 
60.6sec., 61.2sec., 61.8sec, 

His time is more than 4sec. faster 
than the stadium record set 
last year by four-minute-miler 
Brian Hewson. 

Pirie, completely composed at the 
finish, was only faintly inter- 
ested in his time—“J run to 


” 


win ”’—and as for the exertions am chosen, and I sincerely 
of the week. he simply com- : ‘ hope I will be allowed to run 
mented : “Yes, I did feel a bit Gordon Pirie, de Engelse allround in more than one event. I 
tired today, particularly in the loper, die deze week op drie wedstrij don’t imtend to concentrate 
Rozsadny trening i rezsadna polityka starta J plat cen wae he ca tl Y ee ee acc, iene Se wee 

H lepsze re; : 5 = i ¥Ka startow Je j 5 r a F me thr 1 : 3 : «oe yeen now ar . 
: i gehen Trondheim w Norwegii nasz oxieoes fee ‘ B sax the vnck on the Outside, ta shift 1500 meter: 1. Pirie (Eng.) 3 a en last_words. weres: #1 
i Oto jaka droga Treen een nowy rekord Polski na 3000 m —:56,4 from seventh to second place. eae hea ae? sees iligaes ara do want to thank all the 
: 8:52,2, 1953 r. — g:210. 1954 to tego rekordu: 1951 r. — 8:54,2, 1952 r. — Looking on today was Fanny cord); 2. ichtzenhain (Oost- groundsmen on running tracks 
“150, 1954 vt. — $:08,8, 1955 r. — §:04,6, 10 VI56 + 8:02. Blankers-Koen, Holland's triple Duitsland) 3 min. 44,5 sec.; 3. Sze- in London who make my 
22.V1.56 r. — 7:56,4, ee Olympic champion of 1948. She gledi (Hong.) 3 min. 47,7 sec.; 4. training possible, and also the 
i leant from the stands to pat Dunkley (Eng.) 3 min. 49,1 sec.; doctors who pulled me 


5 Rinankonctein (Ned.) 2 min 549 through my serious injury 


alre mine, MEGOR Pirie, of Coulsdon, running like a machine, 
cheeks puffing at every fourth pounding pace like a galloping goldfish, had 
the crowd cheering him as they have never cheered before at Croydon 
_ 3ports Arena an Wednes-| _ 
|| day evening. 
Pirie failed by 23 seconds in. 
an heroic, virtually solo bid to 
beat Emil Zatopek’s two year 


old world record for 10,000 


metres. 

He started in great style, Excite. : 
ment mounted as the announcer 
called out his time at 1,000 metres 
and that run two years ago by 
‘Zatopek, 

Pirie was beating Zatopek's time 
at every stage unti] the 7,000 metre; 


By BILL WARD 


eee 


mark, He lapped the entire field, 
some of them twice. 

At 3,000 metres. 4 great roar went 
up as it was announced that Pirie 
was ahead of Zatopek's schedule by 
a full nine Seconds, in 8-min. 29-sec, 


EXHORTATION 


A man ina brown trilby pranced, 
heer-leader Style, in front of th 
Stand, calling for applause and ye 
more applause from the crowd. 
Suddenly a hush, a disappointed 

Silence, fel] When Pirie dropped 

from — 2,2-see, in front of the 

schedule at 6,000 metres (17-min. 
20.8-sec.) to 5.6-sec. behind at 

7,000 metres, 

From.then on, the invisible Zato- 
pek -had the lead. But the man in 
the brown trilby kept prancing, the 
crowd kept Clapping the laps, and 
Pirie kept on, lap after lap, puff 
after puff, Now, though, some of 
the tenseness had gone. 

Tired as he was, Pirie turned in a 
breathless 62.5-sec, last lap, faster 


even than his first. Finally, he In a coat-shirt and shorts, with 
Clocked 29-min. 17.2-sec,, the fastest a ruck-sack over his Shoulder, 
10.000 metres ever run in this coun- Gordon Pirie, who broke the 
try @nd equalling his personal best. 5,000 metres world record in 

On the way round he created a Norway, arrives in Brighton to 

‘ $a nae : ; ‘ train for another record at- 
new English native five miles record tempt He is to attack the 
of 23-min. 32.8-sec. 10,000 metres record to-morrow 


NO ASSISTANCE 


‘his with no assistance at all from 
the other five runners in the race, 
and in conditions far from ideal for 
record breaking: a sodden, unrespon- 
Sive track Whipped by a 15 miles per 
hour wind. 

Pirie told the crowd over the 
loudspeaker afterwards: “Tm 
Sorry I did a slow time.” =‘ This 
brought a great “ NO” from the 
4,000 throng, a record attendance. 
He said to: me later: “Tt Wasn't 

the track that beat me, there was 
nothing Wrong with it, nor the wind, 
‘I just didn’t run fact praAvel 


(GALLOPING Gordon 
Pirie continues to 
astonish me. Running 
Practically unpaced 
through a dirty drizzle and 
chopping cross-wind on 
the back stretch, the long, 
lean Pirie did the mile of 
his life and the best in 
Britain this year at 
Croydon yesterday: 


The 5,000 metres worl 
record holder falled by only 23 


seconds to break the four- 
minute mile — two precious 
seconds, for which the wind 
was to blame. 

Pirie’s time — 4min, 2.2sec., 


which was 4.2sec. slower 
pens wore pepo eke gear 
1 magnificen i the 
conditions. ent considering the 
i is also the second time : 
season he has clocked jue tastes 
Bribish ue Last June at 
f -on-Thames in 
pe soe mes, I saw him do 
_.rhus the unpredictable Pir S 
set Britain's Olympic aelontone the 
trickiest of puzzles. ° 


Conclusive 


World-famed as a 5,000 a ¥ 
c a 5 ne .06 
metres runner, Pirie has Be ge 
sively proved that he is right up at 
the top of the heap over the shorter 
1,500, metres and mile distances. 
_ I Know, too, that Pirie woud like 
_to run the mile in an internationai 
aes I still cannot see the 
/Olympic selection committee pick- 
ing him for this. distance at Mel- 
pore. poe We shall see, . 
.tter he haa pulied up. undis- 
‘ressed, Gordon said : “ xcept for a 
ner vous twinge T have no trouble at 
all from my knee, al 
Then he added jocularly, “ 1t* 
ni ae: y, t's 
sou ~ pouting at me—* you're ne 
jinx. u_alWays bring 7 
wetter with you oS 
_ Joking apart. “Puff Put” w 
deaten in his four-minute-mi id 
two factors :— ae 


1) That ten-mile-an-hour cross- 


(2) You must have 
_ (2 : t > pacemaker 
o run against the cae moe 
His lap times teil the story of this 


ziorious failure. They were 57.8 
seconds, 61.4 seconds, 6: t t 
and 60 second slenisiiadiaa 


It was obvious when the ti 

: " us me- 
xeeper called out three minutes 
2.2 seconds for the three-quarter 
mile that Pirie would not become 
she einta pumaan in the world to 
ourst nrough = t 
ee gz the magic mile 
..I boped on Friday to break 
four-minute mile,” he said, * but 
today, when I saw th 
Sew it was off.” diesanahe 
_That did not prevent Pirie. 25- 
year-old Coulsdon paint salesman, 
from having a damn good try ! 
Before the race Pirie wore the 
dark blue sweat-shirt given him by 
Viadimir Kuts, the famous Russian 
runner he beat over 5,000 metres 
ates ee ae June, But,: alas, 
Kuts’s shir rought “ Puff 
no luck yesterday se 


OYA ou Kilmincu Am 


It’s the end of the fastest mile 


Gordon Pirie races to the tape in 4 


inter-city athletics meeti 


9. 


in Britain this season. 
min 2.2sec in yesterday’s 
ng at Croydon. 


“~ 


My leg OK, 


Gordon Pirie confirmed his 


Olympic berth at Croydo 
on Wednesday night. 


says Pirie 


Brine athletic officials 
are worried about 
Gordon Pirie’s fitness for 
the Olympic Games In Mel- 


bourne. : 
Pirie has been advised to 
see the British athletic 
board’s medical officer, 
After running an_ exhibi- 
tion half - mile in) imin. 
56.7sec. at Plymouth _ on 
Saturday, Pirie said: “This 
should relieve officials who 
worry about my leg injury. | 
think if there was anything 
seriously wrongs with my leg. 
it would have broken down 
last week, when I ran more 
than 200 miles in training. 
“But it’s still not quite 
right. | am not. running 
freely. V'll see how things go 
and perhaps try it out next 


n 


~~ GORDON PIRIE, 


‘ 


{mouth’s A 


is : 


F)ACH of the 3,520 yards run by Gordon Pirie 
~ in the world this year, was a yard of agony. 


Croydon was only 9.2sec. outside the world record held by 
Yet Pirie was a sick man. Not until after the race did he admit that he 


cuffering with stomach trouble during the day. 

Pirie who has so often been accused of sour grapes—really 
had grane trouble. He had eaten some and they upset him. 
Originally Pirie intended to run in the one mile event (won by 
Brasher in 4min. 18sec.) in the Croydon and Commonwealth 
versus England match—-but this phenomonal runner decided the 
two mile event would be slower! 
Sando. xcted with 

the O ie 10,000 


season, Pirie moved to the 
ed the field over the nt, and stayed there. He 
“'63.4sec.), then, follow-| Passed the half-mile in 2min. 
pattern of all his races | 9.6sec and subsequent laps 
5 ve 3min, 1i.6sec., 4min. 14.6 
sec., 5min, 20.6sec., 6min, 28.2 


sec.. Tmin. 35.8sec.,, running the 
quarter in 66.8sec. His 
mile time was 3.4sec. faster than 
Brasher had recorded earlier in 


final 


the evening! 


to clock the fastest two miles time 
His 8min. 42.6sec. on Wednesday at 
Sandor Tharos of Hungary. 


Roland Langridge (South Lon- 
don Harriers) ran well to finish 


third, behind Pirie and Sando 


~Jocking Qmin. 11.2sec. : 
enh ee tnt Nel ae DRI. . 


eo 


PIRIE TRAINS 
AT DESERTED 
BRICKFIELDS 


one of 
Britain’s leading runners. 
arrived in Plymouth last night 
where he is to watch the finals of 
the All England Inter-County 
School Athletic Championships 
at the Brickfields today. 
Immediately he went to the 
deserted Brickfields track where 
he did 50 minutes’ rigorous train- 
ing. 
Not until then would he 
nything to eat 
Then straig! 
attended a civic rec 


have 


from the track he 
ption in Ply- 
rt Gallery th his 20- 
year-old neée. Miss Shirley 
Hampton, who has run for Britain 


at 100 and 220 yards : 
There it was a case of “Two To meet Queen 
es of h, please. Pirie will. be among 
Jothing stronger. you don’t the party etes to be pre 
mind.” sented t en at the white 
Among those who chatted infor- ote ee nee 


mally with Pirie at the civie recep- 
ition were Miss Joan Vickers. M.-P. 


AAA trophy winners, 
for Devonport. and Mr. J. J. Astor. 1 


ew of } 


champions. last yea 


and 


world record 


had been 


chance 


By HAROLD PALMER 


Yordon Pirie, that tall, lean 
X 95-year-old record- 
breaker from Coulsdon, will 
not run in the AAA cham- 
pionships this week-end. A 
strained ligament behind his 
left knee is, in fact, likely to 
prevent his doing any fast 


work for about two weeks. 
Pirie had planned to run only in 


although he had also 
he 3 miles and the 6 miles. 
ng heats on Friday 
evening he had visions of win- 
ng Saturday's final in a fast 
ime perhaps even within the 
4-minute mark. 

erie. says: “ You 


doctor c 
in the championships 
would risk tearing the 
ligaments and ing yourself 
back a couple of m 


Will not take risk 

Pirie will not take that risk. He 
reckons also have to miss 
ned for Man- 


Gordon Pirie seen wearing the Russian 
track suit top presented to him in Moscow 
last. September. The C.C.C.P. is the 
cvrillic script for S.S.S.R. which stands 
for ** Soyuz Sovetskikh Sotsialisticheskikh 
Respublik,” . 


te 


One of the highlights of the mat 


A 


am from today’s White City inter. 


MICABLE athletes, Gordon 


, . shal Fi r ; ¢ 
Christopher Chataway discuss he ce ee ne ane 


e withdrawal of the Russian 
national against Great Britain 
ch would hace been the 10,000 
and the fair-haired Russian 


a 


metres battle between Pirie 


— 


Watch out Russi 
shia f p a—here com i 
Pirie. Britain's crack athl Aaa 


City on August 3] 
t and September 1], Chat, i i 
for the three miles and Pirie for the six peg pee aes Sey 
a icture. 


a 


LORLOA KElara <) 


Ae SS eS —_— eo — 


—s eee 


ORLD 3,000m. 
RECORD GOES 


MALMOE (Sweden), Tuesday. 

ORDON PIRIE trounced Hungary’s Big 
Three and set a new world record of 

7 minutes 52.8 seconds for the 3,000 metres 
here tonight. 


He outgeneralled Sandor tharos, Istvan Rozsavoelgyi 
and Laszlo Tabori to send 9,450 Swedes wild with delight. 
And he kept a promise made before flying for Sweden : 
“ There'll be a new 3,000 metres record,” he said. 

The Hungarians had their coaches, Mihaly Igloi and Josep 
Sir, vsith them. The idea was to demolish the confidence of the 
-man they regard as their greatest threat in the Olympic Games, 

The pian was that Tabori and fharos should alternate the 
lead in the early stages, and that Istvan Rozsavoelgyi should 
deliver the cowp de grace. 

Pirie unleashed all the nervous energy he had nent up for 
the cancelied Russian match in the last lap, and pulled wide of 
the wilting Rozsavoelgyi to break the tape four yards in front, 
beating the previous world record, which he held jointly with 
Iharos,.by the astounding margin of 2.8 seconds. 


OLYMPIC CHIEF DELIGHTED 


Then Pirie ran a Jap of honour in the floodlit stadium 
before receiving his prize—a two-and-a-half-pint beer mug. 
After the race he said: “ I was a bit worried in the first part of 
the last lap, but | knew | had him at the last bend.” Swedish 
experts voted this ‘the greatest race we have ever seen.” 

JACK CRUMP, British Olympic team manager, was 
delighted with the news. He said: “Who dares say now that 
Pirie hasn't a chance of winning both the 5,000 and 10,000 
metres titles at Melbourne ?” 

Pirie will not run against Hungary at Budapest on Septem- 
ber 29 and 30. He has been given special permission to leave 
for Australia on September 26 to continue training over there. 

RESULT: 1. Gordon Pirie (Britain) 7min. 52.8sec. (world record) ; 
2, Istvan Rozsavoelgyi (Hungary) 7-53.4 (Hungarian record) ; 3, Sandor 
Iharos (Hungary) 8-5.8; 4, Laszlo Tabori (Hungary) 8-16.83; 5, Roger 
Dunkley (Britain) 8-20.2. 


\ 7. 
O RECA 


GS usewer, 


Gordon 


fa 


Pirie completes the 


stest-ever 3,000 metres last 
night 


[1S 


New Record For Gordon 


Britain’s wonder athlete Gordon 
Pirie is acclaimed by the crowd 
after he had run his greatest 
race last night to break the 
world's 3,000 metre record at 
Malmoe, Sweden. He beat 
Istvan Rozsavoelgyi, the world’s 
1,500 metres champion, Sandor 
Iharos, previous co-holder with 


ae () f 
< ef) uh , tS = 
(1A | fay HH) K Hic 


klokken forer Pirie foran Gunnar Nielsen med Hewson — paa 
inderbanen — og Allan Gordon paa de neste pladser, 


5 
oF 


Pirie again! 
Now he heats 


—_— 


| 4-min. 


Mirror Sport Reporter 
Copenhagen, Thursday. 
I RITAIN’S Gordon Pirie, 

holder of the world 
3,000 and 5,000 metres re- 
cords, won a slow 1,500 
metres race in which it had 
been planned that he was 
to run as “ hare” for Brian 
Hewson and the Dane 
Gunnar Nielson, here 
tonight. 

But the tactics went 
wrong on the track, and 
Pirie won in the slow time 
of 3m. 49.2s, 

The tactics failed pe- 
cause Pirie’s feet were too 
sore from his record 3,000 
metres run in Malmoe to 
set the pace, and because 
Nielsen was “ too tired.” 

_ Nielsen arrived in Copen- 
hagen today from a Swiss 
athletic meeting. 

But slow time or not, 
nothing can detract from 
Pirie’s achievement in 
beating Hewson and Niel- 


sO because I 
to.” 


ag n. 


milers | 


sen, who have beth 

broken the four-minute 

mile barrier, 

Nielsen led for 200 metres 
but Pirie took over at 
metres. At 1,000 metres 
tempo had slowed, w 
Pirie still in : 
no one seeme 
crease it. 

With 200 metres to go, 
however, Hewson spurted 


tres, Hew 
rapidly on P} 


Pirie said afte 


“3 the race: 
I am sorry Ic 


lidn't act 


| tonight as I 
promised. My feet were so 
world re. 

cord race in Ma! T sim- 
ply could not set pace. 


‘Lucky’ 


“I was lucky to win, for 
had Hewson attacked just a 
bit earlier he xould “have 
beaten me 

“But it was a poor race. 
I did not feel tike running 
at al] tonigh+ y dic 
premised 


"OOTNOTE: Gallopini 
ordon, who was to have 
uit & 1,500 actres or mile 


race in Bergen ‘Norway) 


n Sunday, has been re> 


used permis to race 
here, said Jack 
rump, Bri team 


| 


PIRIE WAITS F 


( NLY 


Ge 


of 
tween 
sun- 


N 


par 
yrdor 


eontract he 
Gi paint 
two-and-a-hal years 


xe 


‘| MIGHT NOT 


OME B 


MIRROR SPORT 
REPORTER 
XORDON PIRIE will not 

return to Britain after 
the Melbourne Olympics in 
November—if he decides to 
settle in Australia or New 
Zealand. 
Pirie told B.B.C.  tele- 
viewers last night: 
“J have been consider- 
ing emigrating for about a 
year now but I have not 


may even go ourselves in 
the future.” 

Organisers of tomorro\ 
international meeting in 
Bergen, Norway, said last 
night that the refusal of 
the A.A.A, to let Pirle, 
Bryan Hewson and Roger 


Dunkley run there was a 
“ BOMBSHELL.” 

Jack Crump, A.A.A. sec- 
retary, said yesterday: “We 
| think that they have done 
enough racing until next 


made any definite plans 
yet. 

“IF I DECIDE TO 
EMIGRATE I WOULD 
STAY OUT THERE, 
THERE WOULD NOT BE 
MUCH SENSE IN MAK- 
ING A DOUBLE JOUR- 
NEY.” 

Pirie is due to marry 
sprinter Shirley Hampton 
in London this month 
three days before he leaves 
for the Olympic Games. 

Shirley is in favour of a 
| home in Australia. 

Last night, her mother, 
Mrs. Harold Hampior 
said: like A 
trali 


week.” 


Paint salesman Pi 
1 the firm to rele 
nat he can e 


sprinter Shirl 


ow in yesterday's Engl 


OR WORD: GO 


e has 
e him 
migrate. 


fiancée, 22- 


pictured 


n-a-whirl 
Pirie 

crashes 
—twice 


By FRANK ROSTRON 
MORDON PIRIE (“Um 
X ay) in a whirl”) ran 
his fastest 1.500 metres last 
night, beat Chris Chataway, 
and lost-—-to a German. 
The crowd of 35,000 packing 

the White ta see the 
floodh jonal meeting 
organised by the Dai 85 


y Express 
saw Klaus Richtzenhain win 
His iime amin. 43secs * 
of a secone 
was third. 


Why was “all 

, the advice of 
Gerschle 
hour &\ 
‘o the 1.500 
is wedding 
mpton ( { 

two days 
yourne and 


his German coach 
made an cleve 
om the 800 me 
Then he fixed 


AY ith A eatiivG roar ol cheers from 45,000 
people hailed Gordon Pirie’s magnificent 
effort to bid farewell to the White City with a 


victory in the 1,500 metres race last night. 
Pirie made a terrific effort, but, although he beat 


his previous best time for the distance by seven-tenths : “y bi 
1 s dis Si ; 2 TORY TROPHY 

of a second, he was beaten into second place by the 4 MILES RELAY for the IC 

East German champion of last year, Klaus Richtzen- (4x1 Mile) 
hain. r P » 1914-18 War by the London sn 

és a nea utiee ter the 1914 J 
\ Heskes SirRie Pbadevitmes, “Victory Trophy” was given af ses Spas a vas offered for 
on tan FOS ety “al Pic Dut to commemorate the aime di Ce nye 28 Soe piles 
appearances jin big-time uth-- annual qumpetition fer aoe a _ coueie a: it as a perpetual Trophy 
lelics in this country. were in 1926 by the Achilles ge file Relay Race. 
expected to battle out this race, for annual competition for a sles ee e ps sie Cutis, atin, 18 ser: 
but Chataway could do no better - Previous Best Performance—1952: WALTON ATHLE sega * a acts 
than get into third place, three rs National) Record and World's Record—\6 min. 48 ree in 
gener win — j Britain aan ‘Northern Ircland Team, White City, London,, Ist Aug., g 
ichtzenhain'’s time was ain, + an ¢ 

Pea gage outside the record— \ iG rid 
but the German ran so clever a / p ) j 
ace that once he had taken the ~ ij} a Lf brit Cugm Ai = | Tae 
lead in the ird. lap he never ae, f Bd NA NN at 


looked like 


10 


second the 
Davies of Bel- 
who came j 
Chataway was 
the next bend 
e and it 


ng h but 
he came up to pags 
looked as if ¢ hopes of the } 
crowd were going to be fulfited !} 
by the spectacle of an all-British 
tussle at the finish. 


Brave effort 


It was not to be, Richtzenhain, 
running well within imself, took 
the lead the third time round: pass- 
ing Chataway. Alan Gordon and 
Pirie in turn, 

The scene was thus set 
thrilling finish and it was he 
Pirie, as if he the 
prayers of the spectators, made jis 
brave effort to atch the victory. 

He moved Dp smoothly and 
steadily and, within sight of the 
tape, actually levelled with the 
German. 

Together they raced shoulde 


Shoulder amid the excited up 
Richtzenhain, however, was not to 
be robbed of the success which he 
had 60. obviously planned with 
meticulous care, 

As the tape came into view, the 
German lengthened his stride and, 
in a magnificent burst, he got home 
4-10ths of a second ahead of Pirie, 

Chataway was 20 yards away in 
83min. 46.4sec. and at no time did he 
threaten to give really serious chal- 
lenge to either the Gérman or Pirie, 

It is interesting to note that the 

last time Pirie. and Chataway met 
was saree: years ago when Pirie won 
e. 
Pirie has made a ne for nim- 
self in the annals of British athletics 
and if he definitely decides, as I 
think he will, to emigrate to New 
Zealand after the Olympic Games:at 
Melbourne, he will take with him 
the good wishes of everybody in this : 
country. 


*Q fluffing of the baton 
N change here as Peter 
Driver sends Gordon Pirie 
away on the Jast leg of the 
four-by-one mile relay at 
Hurlingham Park, London. 
Gordon did his mile in 4min. 
9.4sec., but his team, South 
London Harriers, failed by 
19.4sec. in their bid to lower 
the world record set up by 
Walton AC in 1953. Laurie 
Reed and Roland Langridge 
ran the first two legs for 
South London, who totalled 
17min, 04sec. 


Relay Record Bid Kails 


ith D, A. G. 
south London Harriers, with D, é 
pie ru ang the last leg, failed a 
t break the wor ly 
erent ed on. Saturday at Horta hom 
Park London. The record of 1 +e 
ee was set up by a4 British team i 
sec. was 
ae London wen by fore eae 
aftesbury arrier ie 
was 15.6sec. better gaat 
16.4sec., 
4min. 
B. Driver the third in 
With the world o_o 


(t's all over ... Klaus Richtzenhain, of East metres at White City after resisting 
Germany, reaches the tape to win the 1,500 tremendous challenge by Gordon Pirie. 


WELL, THAT'S IT, CHRIS... = 


Be ti Pirie ran the last 


dozen  policemer 
needed to control 
of friends and well-wist 
side Caxton Hall toda 
Gordon Pirie, the runne 
to represent Britain | 
Olympic Games, marri 
Shirley Hampton, one 
champion sprinters. 
Hands clasped in the 
above, they drive to th 
tion seated on the hi 
sports car. 

The day after tomorr 
who is 25, leaves for M 
His bride will follow 
October 27. She will be 
his wife, and not as a re 
tive of Britain. She 
picked for the team. 

Her friend, Miss Jean 
who was at the weddir 
has been picked. 


Pink satin 


Shirley, whose hom 
Crofton Road, Orpingt 
wore pale pink for her 
On her head was a | 
pale pink flowers with 
down the back. Her p 
brocade wedding dress 
princess style and was 
short length. She w 
satin slippers. 

Pirie, whose home 
Coulsden, Surrey, ar 
Caxton Hall with his n 


i exe. of Britain’s i 
fiercest track rivals, ' 
Gordon Pirie and Chris 


Chataway, ~ have been! minute mile, have been 
training this week in concentrating on fast | 
secret ... TOGETHER. peo ies : os 
j a at was the basis o | 

tain ge a eos Bannister’s preparation. ! 
MINUTE MILE when they When I saw Pirie, Chat- 
race against each other at} away and Brasher, there 
Manchester on Saturday. was almost a conspira- 
And they may| torial air as they jogged 


| round, heads together in 
ag mee Ag am conversation in between 
Landy. i. their bursts of sprinting. 


Pirie and Chataway have 
been running at the Duke Personal 
of York’s barracks off the 
busy Kings-road, Chelsea.| This get-together has 
this week. been a persona) affair. An 

Pirie, world record-holder | Amateur Athletics Associa- 
of the 3,000 and 5,000} tion official said he knew 
metres, has set his heart | nothing about it. 
on a -four-minute mile. He told me: “It cer- 


His best time to date is tainly has-nothing to do 


4m, 2.2s. Z ec i 1 i 
'He and Chataway, aided Mase OVE SETS 


by Chris. Brasher who 
helped in Roger Bannis- But whatever Chataway 
ter’s history-making four-|and Pirie plan. for Man- 


& What’s this? Why, it’s those old rivals Gordon Pirie and Chris 
Chataway training together in London this week. -They race 
against each other over a mile on Saturday. 


PIRIE MISSES HIS 
FAREWELL RACE 


({ ORDON PIRIE, Britain’s wonder long-distance runner, 
will not run in the mile event in the floodlit athletics 

meeting at White City (Manchester) tonight. He was to 

have run against Chris Chataway and Derek Ibbotson. 

It was to have been Pirie’s fare- ———— 

well race in Britain. He marries 
sprinter Shirley Hampton on | 
Monday, and leaves on Thursday 
for Australia and Olympic Games 
preparation. 
_ At his Coulsdon (Surrey) home! 
-ist night, Pirie’s brother Peter | 
said: ‘“ Gordon staved in bed 
“esterday and today since his 
innoculations.” 

A great pity Gordon has to drop 
Ibbotson. like Chataway, has 
andy achieved a sub-four- 
nute mile, and between them 
three might have produced 
something memorable, 


NOT ENOUGH PUFF 


\ ORDON PIRIE, Marrying sprinter St} 
x at Caxton Hall tomorrow, sh 
do” ina new suit made by his pal, t 
But with so many things on 
forgot to choose patterns until 
he doesn’t turn up in that Ru 
to him by Kuts. 
Talking of Pirie—he was beaten by 
athletics last week at a secret midday 


a newcomer to 
training session 


Happy smiles and waves from record-breaking runner G 


in London. Never look behind is a golden rule for Pirie and his bride, sprinter Miss Shirley Hampton, as 
~ Naake oC Ue ewcomer was athletes on the track, but Olympic leave Caxton Hall Register Office in an open gar Magee 
you need not start worrying. Ma runner Gordon Pirie ignores it as he their wedding. Gordon was showing no signs of the | 
a programme this week, and the w sa eee. Boe ee s a See Sr aa ge! eee wW care : meso aos 

the Puff-Puff man wae not atu. 


} / 
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PIRIE PUTS 
HIS FEET UP 


A new evening gown goes into 
the travelling case as Mrs. Gordon 
Pirie packs at her parents’ home 
in Orpington for the journey to 
Australia. She sails from Tilbury 
on Monday, and hopes to meet 
her husband in Melbourne two 
days before the Olympic Games 
start next month. After the 
Games Mr. and Mrs. Pirie are to 
live in New Zealand. 


TOP British gold medal chance for the 

Olympic Games, middle-distance runner Gor- 

don Pirie sheltered from the rain by an air 

hostess when he arrived at Essendon from 
Britain yesterday. * ~ 


Olympic News 


PIRIE FLIES TO-NIGHT 
TO MELBOURNE 


MRS. PIRIE HAS A PRIZE 


A BAFFLER for the bride 

How can sprinter 
Pirie, 14 days 
take to the other 
side of the world the scores 
of medals, - 
china and other trophies she 
husband 
have acquired between them? 


Shirley 
married, 


and her 


I 


plaques, cups, 


, Gordon, 
cost over £50. 


PROBLEM : 


pared to offer a price she 
thinks “even reasonable.” 

_ Merely packing and send- 
ing them to the docks would 


HE MAY BE BACK 


By A Special Correspondent 

Gordon Pirie, advance guard of 
the British Olympic athletics 
team, leaves London to-night by 
air for Melbourne to prepare for 


F eight harges to New Why not leave them his task of running in the 10,000 
Zealand, where they intend behind? “No fear,” says and 5,000 metres. 
to settle after the Olympic’ Shirley. 


Games, ar 

With only two weeks to go 
before Shirley sails, she still 
hasn’t found a company pre- 


NaS. 


e 


“ fantastic.” 


GORDON PIRIE 


Today they are stacked all 
around the house in Orping- 
ton, Kent, where Mrs. P 
still lives with her parent 


irie 
s 


SAELS 


He said in a television interview 
last night that he and his wife (the 
former Shirley Hampton) have no 
plans about their future in New 
Zealand, where they are to emigrate 
after the Games. They may both be 
back, representing New Zealand, for 
the Empire Games in Cardiff in 1958. 


THANK YOU 
SAYS. PIRIE 


ORDON PIRIE made 
his farewell appearance 
on B.B.C. _ television’s 
Sportsview last nights He 
leaves today for the 


Olympics in Melbourne, 
After the Games he and 
his wife, Shirley, intend 
to settle in New Zealand, 

Pirie said: “1 don't think 
I could live without ath- 
letics. I hope I can put 
back into New Zealand 
sport something in ex- 
change for what I have 
learned from _ British 
sport. 


py . p uo waves “This is all very overe 

Mrs. Gordon Pirie —sprinter Sheila og inn sain i whelming for * ie I @ Gorden Pirie (centre) splashes through the mud 
the deck of the liner Arcadia, which left Tilbury today. Mrs. would like to thank at Victorias, “iN Australien mike while 
Pirie is joining her husband in Melbourne, where he is everybody for what they prospgets Mery Lincoln (lett) ane eee ere: 


training for the Olympic Games. 


have done to help me.” 


training for the 5,600 and 10,000 metres. 


Resting in Melbourne with 
track shoes by his bed was 
Olympic Gold Medal _ hope 
Gordon Pirie. He flew to Aus- 
tralia but his Olympic sprinter 
bride Shirley Hampton - sails 


there later this month. 


Gordon Pii 
Frank San 
distance runnc 
the Olympic G 
are seen abo 
NSU “Pri 
scooting thro 
the Olympic vi 
acar Melbourne. 
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PIRIE IS BEATEN 
BY BAILEY 


SYDNEY, Saturday.—Gordon 
Pirie. Britain's Olympic runner, 


Pirie training drive 
sets Village arguing 


From HARRY CARPENTER: Melbourne, Friday 


GORDON PIRIE’S gamble is the talk of Olympic Villag 

He is outstripping conventional training methods in h 
attempt to beat Russia’s Viadimur Kuts in the 10,000 metr' 
next Friday. British athletes, watching wide-eyed his torr 


running, tip him to take the 5,000 metres as well. 

As usual, Pirie is the centre 
controversy, and this is t 
training schedule, carried ¢ 
religiously twice a day, that i 
made even Emil Zatopek sit 
and take notice. 

In approximately lhr. 15m 
Pirie covers nearly ten mil 
with staccato bursts of f 
running and laps of t 
jogging. 

Little Frank Sando, fr 
Kent, who shares a room w 
Pirie and will line up with h 
when the gun goes for | 


GORDON PIRIE BEATEN 


Gordon Pirie, Britain’s Olympic 


was easily beaten by Australian 
four-minute miler Jim Bailey in 


a slow invitation mile here today. 


10,000 metres, winced as he t 


BENDIGO, Saturday.— 
Gordon Pirie gave us a shock 
in the pre-Olympic meeting 
here today. A surprise runner 
in a tw -mile race, he was a 
jaded, :abouring athlete over 
the las: nalf-mile. In the last 
lap he was actually headed by 
Kenya's coloured Nyandyka 
and, although Pirie won. his 
time of 3min. 51.2sec. was not 
BS good as ae: done by Chris 

rasher at G g 
Wednesday. rerone ae 

Afterwards le coul i 
nothing to say ee a The 


first three-quarters of a mile. 


grass take everything t 
of your u : are 
i Nyancvsa tried hard to h 

\ on to Pirie but he was lo. 

; ground by yard after 

: 


Tired, listless 

:.€ time was 4min 18sec 
e's § dule was not far 
1g Ken Woods’ 
of 8min. 34.8sec. 
ired listiess Pirie 
st two laps 

7Ka caught up with 
the American, Bil] 
ame roaring after 
the last 200 yards 
nself to pass 
e was fading 


= 


of this small town. 
_used to mine gold 
in good numbers for 
test athletics meeting 
d been a rush job. 
ass track was not in 

but 
pleasant change 
re del 


and the 
good ¢ 
Ww 


,Tunner, was easily beaten by Bailey won in 4mi 

; ; it I E nin. 
i hee ee neither runner attempting 
Sydney yesterday. Bailey wos = a a race of it, after a 63sec. 
min 11.86ec, neither runner. irst lap. 
attempting to make a race of it, Pirie came to Sydney because 
ae 8. Gisec first lap. The com- of tots ban on_ international 

t ntend with a competition in Melbou 

strong cross-wind : the Olympic Games. ipl peices 


MELBOURNE. — Gordon Pirie a rallié jeudi le v 


_il a rejoint ses camarades anglais. Il s’entraine, 


fait froid... C’est pourquoi le 1 : 
dont celui de l’équipe d'U.R.S.S. qu’il a éc 


Voceasion du 


ment a Lond 


me: “Gordon’s training 
hard I just can’t keep up w 
him.” 


The punishment Pirie is 3 
ing himself is called “ inter 
training.” Coaches advise 
for distances up to 5.000 met 
Only one other man in 
world has attempted to ad 
it to the longer distance. T 
is Hungary’s Sandor Iha 
who, unhappily. will not be c 
peting at the Olympics. 

It’s an ironic thought t 
Emil Zatonpek, the original i 
man of athletics, who explc 
new limits to which the hur 
body can be driven !{n races 
saying here that Pirie is wre 

Zatopek advocates a qu 
slow, quick-slow style of train 
without ever pulling up. 
keeps this up for 15 miles. . 

He thinks Kuts will beat P 
cats _ wife, wee eee 
- . ; his shows yo ow e 
illage olympique ou arguing over ou Gordon. 7 
mais il pleut et il 


Britannique a enfilé deur survévements 
hangé contre le sien récem- Gordon says... 
manque Grande-Bretagne- You ean Wet away fess 

U.R.S.S.. le tout sous un manteau de pluie. fact that the Zatopek met 


won him three gold med 
Helsinki. But Pirie says: 
_Was good enough four years 
means nothing at Melbourn: 

This Pirie-Kuts duel has e' 
one so fascinated that no ¢ 
runner in the 10,000 is ever 1 
tioned. 

Pirie is still entering € 
detail of every training stin 
his little black book, whic 
has kept since 1953. But inr 
ways he seems to me 4 cha 
man. 

He lay in bed and cra 
jokes. He described how 
and the rest of the Rus: 
were out training all day, 
said: “ They're doing too m! 
... This from the man wh 
been the greatest fanati 
training ever known to B! 
athletics 


SETTING THE TRAP, Kuts pounds out ahead of surprised Pirie in series of killing 


bursts, drains Briton’s strength and sets him up for the coup de grace on the 20th lap. 


SPRINGING THE TRAP, Kuts slows down, moves to outside lane forcing the re- 
luctant Pirie to take over the lead. Kuts then charged out ahead of demoralized rival. 


BREAKING THE TAPE in Olympic record time of 28 min., 45.6 sec., Kuts finishes 
D5 vards ahead of nearest rival. Pirie, worn down by Kuts’s strategy, finished eighth. 


Odo NH ETRES 


| 
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will leave its mark on him for the rest of his life. 


Pirie can never be the 
same again. 


_ Vladimir Kuts, the relent- 
less Russian, not only ran 
Britain’s long - distance 
prima donna into_ the 
ground, he tore apart Pirie’s 
psychological fabric, and 
left it strewn in the harsh, 
red rust of the cinder track. 
The crying pity of it all, 
purely from the British point 
of view, is that next week Pirie 
is needed in the 5,000 metres, 
where we have—or rather, had 
—an excellent chance of placing 
one, two, three in the final. 


No respite 


If Pirie were a boxer, he 
would be earnestly advised to 
seek several weeks’ recuperation 
after such a hiding. As it is, 
he must run again on Monday 
in the heats. 

The British selectors’ insist- 
ence that he attempt both the 
long-distance track Classics is 
now seen to be a gross error of 
judgment. 

Pirie did not bend slowly 
under pressure. He cracked and 
crumpied. 

For 20 grinding laps he hung 
over the stocky, blond figure in 
front like some long, pale 
wraith. I counted six blinding 
spurts from Kuts; each time 
Pirie went with him. being 
dragged to breaking point. 

The pace was scorching. An 
exhausted Burmese collapsed at 
the side of the track wrenching 
the shoes from his blistered 
browr feet. 


Scorching pace 


Turex, the American, had 
stopped running when Kuts 
and Pirie lapped him 12th time 
round. Kuts  knuckled’ the 
sweat out of his eyes and 


| pounded on. 


From time to time he rolled 
wide on the bends, motioning 
Pirie with a wave of the hand 
tr come past. 

Not until the 20th lap did 


| 


Pirie accept — to have the 
bitterly galling experience of 
seeing Kuts flash past him 
effortlessly. 

A lap and a half later came 


Pirie’s crack-up. His head sud- 
denly swayed, the giant stride 
faltered and broke to a feeble 
trot. And there was Kuts 
sprinting away 10, 20. 50 
yards ahead ...and you knew 


+... Krzyszkowiak, of Poland... 
-and plucky Ken Norris, who ran 


instantly that Pirie would never 
finish in the first three. 

For a moment you wondered 
whether he would finish at all, 
as the lagging second group of 
runners passed him, one by 
one, in the remaining pitiful 
four laps. 

First, Kovacs, of Hungary . 
then Lawrence, of Australia 


magnificently into fifth place. 
‘“Kuts belted to the tape, one 
arm raised as if he were bear- 
ing the Olympic torch. Nearly 
a lap behind, Pirie limped in. 
run out of seventh place in the 
dving seconds by Power, of 
Australia. 


Shoes off 


Pirie.tore off his shoes, hurled 
one angrily away—then walked 
up to Kuts to shake hands. 

Derek Ibbotson, Pirie’s col- 
league in the 5,000, loped over 
from the crowd to pat Pirie 
consolingly on the shoulder. 

Kuts’s time of 28min, 45.6sec. 
beat Emil Zatopek’s Olympic 
record by 31.4sec., but missed 
his own world best by 15.2sec. 
Kovacs and Lawrence also 
clinved Zatovek’s record. 

Pirie’s words to me afterwards 
were: “I don’t think I could 
ever beat Kuts over 10,000 
metres. He ran the legs off me. 

“In the 16th lap he started 
to go slowly and then produced 
some tremendous sprints. I 
think I cotild have finished 
second if I had ignored them. 
As it was, I had a job to finish. 
Those last four laps were like a 
marathon.” 


Trodden on 


Kuts, unquestionably the 
greatest long-distance runner in 
the world since Zatopek, com- 
plained mildly that Pirie had 
trodden on his heels several 
times He thought he might 
have broken his world record if 
the track had been faster, and 


said he could easily have pro- Gordon Piri i i é 

Y y ie has done this ; beat this man Kuc? The 
duced several more laps at before. The handshake of a | Russian beams. Gordon can still 
z Joser for a victor. Can nothing smile. 


speed if required. 


Here is the 10,000 metres. ‘‘ For 20 grinding laps Pirie hung over the stock 


, ¢ es 4 
fy \ NA -,Nn 1 , ie l — 
ULSAN 4A Pie Ls yuan a; i 
HERE was no doubt in the Olympic 5,000 


metres this afternoon as to who was the 
master, just as there was no doubt in the 
10,000 on Friday. 


Kuts, the tough, tair haired, irrepressible Russian sailor, ran’ 
his three British rivals into the ground and bounded home alone 
fresh and exuberant 90 yards 
ahead of the first of them. 

A mile from home Chris Chata- 
way. Derek Ibbotson and Gordon 
Pirie were at Kuts's heels. running 
together like the Finns of old, 40 
5 ahead of the rest of the 
world. It was a fine sight to : : 
British eyes even if Kuts looked Above: Moment of hope. Pirie and Ibbotson track 


ominously unflagging. Kuts in the 5,000 metres 


His laps, around 66sec, had so far 
been fairly level. Now he. spurted 
| and suddenly the race was over. 


' Surprisingly, the most fancied of 
the other three, Chataway, who had 
only recently moved up to second 
place, cracked most completely, 
dropping back swiftly as Pirie did on 
: Friday. 


FINAL EFFORT 


Inevitable Result 


Pirie and Ibbotson, who had been 
P second and third for most of the race. 
passed him and for a lap strove to 
close a 15-yard gap. Kuts merels 
i unleashed another spurt and they 
» had to accept the inevitable. 

It is a measure of this remarkable 
man’s ability that two and a half 
laps from home in an Olympic final 

the last doubt as to who would win 
had been removed. 


He went on remorselessly with a 
rolling shrug of his shoulders. broke 
the tape after a last lap of 62sec and 

; 


once again jogged round his lap of 
triumph to a thunderous ovation. 


The Australians love a_ great 
runner as they .love-a great horse 
and this one has a _ particularly 
cheerful, friendly personality. As 
someone said. he has something to be 


cheerful about. 


Pirie found a turn of foot in the 
straight which took him into second 
place in front of Ibbotson. Chataway. , 
all the life gone from him, finished 
11th. 


4 MIN 25-SEC MILE 
nouns —, pe aes ae i “Slow Track ” 
CONGRATULATIONS: Gordon Pirie (right) ‘ : uy : gg Kuts had Jed after the first 100 


: . yards, had reached the mile in 4min 
and Velisa Mugosa (Jugoslavia) , whom 25sec and two milés in 8min 43sec. 


Pirie just beat in the 5000 metres first heat, aes ; ie He ae net have to beat Pirie’s world 

‘“ om . . P ‘ ; aoe record, though on what he after- 

both extend the hand of “Olympic” friendship 2 eT GSioen tnd Cost eee 

as they reach the tape. 3 ‘ was 21sec inside Zatopek's Olympic 

record. Such ave the standards of 
distance running nowadays. 


Pirie was 18sec outside his world 
record and obviously would have 
been nearer if he had not run in 
the 10,000 metres on Friday. 


But as Kuts has run at Melbourne 
it needed a superman to beat him 
Ibbotson ran his fastest 5,000 metres 
by 3sec. Though easing near the 
end. 


The completeness of Chataway: 
collapse was explained afterwards ry 
the news that he had been seized uy 

‘stomach cramp. It was indeed the 
: most unsatisfactory part of the race 
that he should not have been able 
to fight out a finish with his, old 
enemy. s 
| There was considerable confidence ose 
among those who have been training 


with him, though it may have been the line in the 
| asking a lot of him to repeat his 


famous victory of two years ago at 
the White City. 5000 metres. Be- 


ye 


\ 

He was then at the peak of his i 
! career, Kuts was newly arrived in hind, at the turn 
| the top class, with immense scope tor 

{ , improvement. The time then was : . 
13min 51.8sec. Now it was 13sec into the straight, | 


| faster. Kuts has made his improve- . ‘ 
; ment. is Ibbotson, with 


Pirie just about 


ka. :- mace. him to 


alt TA eA ririe the settier 
‘ee Flags spoil 
a record bid 


xORDON PIRIE, Brit- 

ish Olympic run- 

ner, beat the Austra- 

: lian two miles record 


tt . with a time of 8 min. 
eat 2 44.6 sec. at an inter- 
an ial national athletics’ De ten 7 


meeting at Prahran 
oval yesterday. 


q @ @e a 
Easy for Pirie .f."%0e sm 


the flags were incorrectly 


im I 500 etres placed around the track. 


ORDON PIRIE, world record holder 


certain that Gordon: 
Pirie will be seen on our 
running tracks again this 
summer, 


This news reaches me from 
1954 AAA three-miies cham- 
pion Freddie Green, who is in 


\ 
. 5 ny $: | ckland, New Zealand, on 2 2 
3 for the 5000 metres, did not give i nerery Pirie Athlete 
is opponents a “‘look-in” at any stage | eh | Kut saim ? Of The Y . 
: P mid . ni. ER Ree oe wuts again: 
pei sag 1500 metres event at _britigh Olympic distance| ‘REEN visi + Pirie i eines 
aii Say orion Pits cesty a 2 visit irie the Gordon Pirie (South London 
ympic ark on Saturday. }won the three miles race, : Cg ee a Oe ee ee ae 
He went to a lead of; Rain an hour before the iin which Clarke did not home in Palmerston North. has been awarded the Jackson 
20 yards over Ron Clarke | scheduled 230 pm, start | compete, but highlight of And Pirie told him of his Memorial Cup by the Amateur 
and Derek Fife (Yal-|Nearly caused the meeting | {is Tace was the good per- plans for a short tour of ‘Athletic Association as the out- 
lourn), in the second lap to be postponed, but the ames of Geoff Fleming Gordon Pirie wracz do formy. Europe with his wife. renee oot loan 
and this order was not|2OUn4d recovered well. ona urg), in coming sec-| Adelaide (Australia) wygral bieg na This raises the exciting wide ee “th act he 
changed for the remain- : H 1509 m w <dobrym czasie 3:45,6. prospect of Pirie trying to win Kingdom Ch wih ee 
Mar of the pane, back the AAA six miles title Britain’s only track Gold Medal 
which he lost to Ken Norris winner at the Melbourne Olym- 


In the _ final furlong, 
Clarke made an attempt to : : sy : last season ‘pic Games, was not consid 

bridge th iri ze a : ERY eee dncad i » We t considered. 
g e gap, but Pirie, Ss . NEW LAND and a new life for Gordon Pirie and his athlete Also the possibility Bs ale ah ear ven ergs, Sigh 


still running confident] . 
¢g y, wife. former Shirley Hampton, in this first picture of their arrival n match with his Olympic records” for 3,000 and 5,000 


had too much in reserve 

Gite one tac, hen in Wellington. The Piries stayed with friends in Sydney conqueror, Viadimir Kuts, in imetres, and gai i 

2 : 1a Suts, im A aine >. silv 
ever. He considers that after competing in the Olympic Games and now Gordon's hope bie Sees Sra ay ee pedel Ai: she 5.000 metres in the 
ee Peon thal fe Gist Mew eclend jowns wil wiact a pelloue! echeine to national at White City on Olympic Games. He will visit 
great experience and wants provide running tracks for the nation’s youth, AUERH 24, Landon ta dune 


to have as many _races 

ORDON PIRIE’S. 

elder brother: 

Peter, 27, has married’ 

in secret. His bride at: 

ancient Heston Church: 

yesterday was 23-years-, 
old Mary Benge. 


They have been friends, ; 
for more than two years.; i aaa > 7 a ee ' OT 
Miss Benge has_ been: Yu i-LLIn Gtort | Lins PALL A A\ | 4 


regularly to White City to’ 
watch Peter and Gordon: 
run when they were. both} 
members. of South; 


London Harriers. i 

“We don’t know where! 
they've gone for their honey- 
moon”’ father 
Alec Pirie, 
also a run- 
ner, told me. 
“The only 
thing Mary 
would say 
was ‘We're 


But in voicing his views, Pirie 
does so auietly and with an 
obvious intent to convince you by 
logic and by the not inconsider- 
able practical application he has 
given them. Incidentally, he pro- 
nounzes his name in the old Scots 
manner, and not Pie-ree or Pee- 
ree, as many Wellingtonians are 
so fond of terming a street of that 
name in the capital. 

BICYCLE BUILT FOR TWO 

Tall (well over six feet) and 
gangling, he nevertheless didn’t 
take long to learn to pilot a 
motor scooter round the capital, 
with his wife on the rear seat. 


going to 
China.” Shirley Pirie (nee Hampton) is a 
Miss : very nice girl and, between the 
Ben g:€, BRITISH distance runner two_of them, some. athletic centre 
whose home Gordon Pirie using foot- a Zealand is going to he 
is at Houns- weights at Findlays gym- | Shirley isn’t a world record- 
low, OES t nasium yesterday. He is holder like her 26-year-old hubby, 
Peter while receiving advice from but on her English times. it would 
working in Australian professional 1 take someone in Joy Crotty’s class 
the same tennis star Frank Sedg- 1 to beat her over a sprint, and she 
branch of man. Pirie will leave | 9) is a very useful all-round per- 
Lioyd’s Bank Australia on January 3 i former as well. : 

The Piries are having a good 


at Knights- f 
S or New Zealand where look round New Zealand before 


bridge, Both he intends to settle. He i 

left their jobs is one of the few lead- oe MM ge i. — 

ai lg ing British track athletes “We want to find a place where 
rote a who uses weights in we feel at home,” says Gordon, 

emigrating training. .~.“and then we'll try and get a job 


there. Naturally if we get any of- 

fers, we are going to look pretty 

closely at them, wherever they 

come from.” 

‘offers of jobs Shirley is a clerical worker, and 

in Canada. pee Gere, ape up Sieger] to ac- 
cept a job as a paint salesman in 

Ho ciontwone Gordon? No, England. before they decided that 

th i his elder New Zealand might be a nice sort 

there for a brother Peter of place to settle in. 

running 
holiday” in 1955. 


on April 8 to 
Canada. He 
has had two 
‘or three 


FIRIE FLATS “A VV mere ae ew 


M CH Spek 


aalTse 


Gordon Pirie, lying second to 
Gerry North (12), Blackpool 
and Fylde A.C., in the first lap 

of the two-mile race at Harris | 


~ Stadium, Fallowfield, Manches- ° Pirie victory 


ter, which he won in Smin. 


" 0.4sec. Behind Pirie is Leslie 4ORDON PIRIE, making his 
Cooper (Manchester and _Dis- first. appearance in Eng- 
trict Lads’ Club Harriers), land since the Olympics, had 
Ronnie Carroll (18), Man- an easy victory in an invitation 
chester A.C.; Joe Salt (13), , two-mile race at : Fallowfield, 
Rochdale Harriers, and Peter Manchester, last night. 
M ae Thompson’ (20), Manchester Pirie, who beat Brian Hall 
_ Merv Lincoln, in his first appearance in New A.C. miarcheter Dimer Lace 
Zealand recently, won over the mile in 4:01.8 ; ae A yards, clocked 


easily beating his main local rival, and Gord 

Pirie, who finished a long way back third. . _ 
The Face was run at Dunedin. It Ww 
Lincoln’s second fastest time. His best o> 


4:00.6 behind John Landy j 
( ) In the 19 I 
torian State shexunionships Se ete 


THOSE feet were certainly hot. Mery. 


i Lin P . 
spikes to relax after winning the mile race coln took off his running 


, 


va * “ANS an 
Mile, Koagic »é Ore A. 


Cf Ua aire a Paes 


Wena stand 


lec. 


Gordon Pirie gets a helping 
hand from his wife Shirley as 
he limbers up at Fallowfield, 
Manchester. He runs his first 
race since his return from 
New Zealand at this track on 
Tuesday in fulfilment of a 
promise he made to Reg 
Harris. He will take part in 
the two-miles event 


The Pirie service 


NO! ORISTS ordering 
petrol at a ga é 
Auckland, New Z 
blinked twice when 
at top speed by a tal). 
limbed attendant we; 
track suit. 
Could it be Gordon Pirie ? 
It was. The famous British 
distance runner has been fi 
mg in with odd jobs while 
awaiting his return to 
land this month wi: 
wife, former inter i 
runner Shirley Hamp:5n 


Deluge fails to spoil 
Kodak sports 


NO PACE-MAKER FOR PIRIE 
IN INVITATION MILE 


WORLD record holder Gordon Pirie 
crowds hoping for an outstanding performance at the 
Kodak sports at Harrow-view on Saturday, when he 
clocked 4 minutes 18.6 seconds in a mile race that could 


only be described as mediocre. 


He lacked a real pace-maker 
and kept with the field until 
the final 220 yards, when he 
fought off his best challenger, 
gallant C. &. French, of 
Shaftesbury Harriers, to win by 


about five yards. French’s time 
was 4 mins. 20.4 secs., with A. 
Collins, also of Shaftesbury 


Harriers, third in 4 mins. 
21.8 secs, 


( ERI 
sy 


‘ugodystansowiec angielski Gordon Pirie ze swoja zo- 


przy jacielskiej pogawedce 
PS Waldemara Gerschlera. 
Spedzili $wieta Wielk 


z 13-letnia Gisela Gerschler 
‘Pahstwo Pirie, mieszkajacy 
anocne u rodziny Gerschlerow. 


Harr 


Aeorge a é proy using your § athlete, as he 
Georg How ard, W atford's ron oun thlete he 
on Gordon Pirie, Later, : 


Diaee 
Pirie pulled away to win by nea) 


The new Pirie they are cal ing Laurie Reed, >] 
! 1 . ee ~ ” 
old South London Harrier. These pictures sho aed 


See how Reed masters Gordon Pirie and Ken oun e 
win the three-mile race at Chiswick : 
Reed and Pirie speed away. Then Pirie 
Note how closely Reed's 
But that is eas 


‘orris to 
Norris ‘rails as 
is left behind 
Style resembles that of Pirj . 
ily explained. Pirie , . 
and trained him the tough way 
Was proud on Saturday—even th 


isCovered ” Reed 
That's why Gordon 


ough he lost 


P.- i mite: (ee . 
sad ‘€-like legs, Pirie-like action, Pirie-lik ConCertre 
(On. . s. You see them all a ec : baal 
(in the re s Reed crosses the lire Pirie, 


ar) could not match that finishing bu 


2.5sec., 


two laps 
man home was 


kept close 


at the Woodside tr 
before the scheduled star 
s at nap, and then turned o 
15.8see. 

It was not a record-sh 
best ground ti 
And P 


; Howard, however, ran 
return his best time for tl 
of 4min, 22.5 sec., 


ISREGARDING the 
bea failed to put in an 
Pirie ran in the mile 
handed attitude wich 
athletics officials left 
unmoved, 

Pirie arrived 
half-an-hour 
had a ear-se 
in 4min. 


od aC . ahead of W 
lers’ George Howar 


W 


implied thre 
appearance 
at Woodsid 
seems to have hb 
Britain’s 


yell 


attering effort, 
me set up by Brian He 
Irie got 
; Ovation as he breasted the t 
a good 40yds 


to 


ne distance 
and for the first 
to Pirie, 


‘lose Third 
another local runner, 


wson two 
a. Warm) 

Keith 
ADE} strong 
atford|4min. 
ee 


“TI suppose he can run on 
any track he chooses!” | 
at of an “inquiry ” it he| 
at the White City, Gordon | 
e on Monday. The oe 
een taken by some 
most controversial runner 


ack at 1.30 p.m.— 
t of the meeting— 
ut to win the mile 


but it did lower the 
years ago by 


{ 
who produced a 
clock 


By George Harley 
EREK IBBOTSON, 


fastest miler in the 
world now John Landy 
has retired, set up a new 
personal record for 


hustling yesterday. 


He travelled by in 
from Huddersfield to Lon- 
don, then dashed off to St. 
Helier Hospital (Surrey: to 
see his wife Madeleine and 
four-days-old daughter, 
Christine. 

He took a tavi from the 
hospital to the White City 
Stadium and changed into 
his running kit on the way. 

After a_ short warming- 
up spell. he beat Gorcon 
Pirie in a two-mile race in 
8m. 46.6s., best time in t: 
country since Pirie’s 8m. 
42.5s. last July—and THAT 
was the fastest in the world 
in 1956. 

He had intended to ru 
off to Yorkshire on, 
6.15 p.m. train, but coutc 
make it because the + 
was delayed 20 minutes. 

So Pirie drove him 
back te the hospital 


again 
Cridincres 


Then heaten 
Pirie helps 
him out 


race and leaving the sta- 
dium, Ibbotson had_ been 
interviewed by Jack 
Crump, British team man- 
ager, about his “ double- 
date” in Dublin and Dar 
lington next Monday... 
and had asked for his prize 
to be changed! 


The Prize 


The two miles 
light of the 
istrv sports. and first p? 
was an electric razor. 
“T've already got on 
said Ibbotson. “ May I have 
a tennis racket instead? 
Mine's getting a bit ribby. 
The irrepressible York- 
shireman will know today 
whether he must run in 
Dublin — against Olympic 


champion Ron Delany and 


| Brian Hewson——or at Dar- 


lington on Monday. 
Organisers of both meet- 


ings have claimed him but, fit, was well satisfied with 
Mr. Crump hopes  pro-|his time of 8m. 47.88. in 
duce a “satisfactory solu-| finishing seven yards be- 
tion” after further commu-]| hind Ibbotson, who ran 
nications with Dublin and] the last quarter in 58.6s. 

Darlington. 


ted yesterday that the Dar-| ment of fourteen seconds 
lington meeting should be] on his previous best. 

put back one day... and 
guaranteed that, in return} fidence to attempt to take 


Delany would run against} chance,” said Reed. 
Ibbotson there. 

Pirie, Who has been run- | mate? 
ning in minor races to get | spurt. 


Pirie’s protege, Laurie 
Billy Morton, the} Reed, was third in 
promoter, sugges-|8m, 50.2s.—an improve- 


“TI just hadn’t the con- 
this _co-operation,| the lead when I had the 


“And I had no hope of 
tg Ibbotson’s final 


@ Ibbotson turns to | 
look at Pirie— 1: 
seven yards behind— , 
as_ he wins the two ,; 
miles at the White ; 
City yesterday. ( 


PIRIE BEATEN 
BY IBBOTSON | 


second ver main- 
J +" ‘tained his lead but Ibbotson moved 
BUT HIS RECORD bag second p ie oh e fons 
i 7 ‘ r ing on the outside back in sixth 
STAY S UNBROKEN pina ioe, The time for the first half 
: mile was 2min 10.4sec. 

Derek Ibbotson failed to beat This same tempo 
the English native record for ihe next lap where the 
14 miles by one fifth of a tions remained unchange 


5 £ j act half distance v reached in 38min 
SS a Pacsigon lash 16sec, well outside the schedule 


night but won easily from reguired to beat the record 
Gordon Pirie, who set up the at the mile, reached in 4min 
record of 6min. 26sec.—the 4sec, A. J. Redrup had progressed 
the head of the field, with Ibbot- 
n and Pirie second and third 
places close behind. Driver had 
aded badly and was clearly out of 
ie race. 


IBBOTSON IN FRONT 
Pirie Goes With Him 


hich 12 leading : When the bell sounded, with the 
+ime 5min 29sec.. Ibbotson had gone 
the front. He was followed by 
n Gordon, former Oxford ine 
e and Dunkley who has just re- 
jed from the successful Oxford 
Cambridge tour of the United 
Srates. ; 
Ibbotson increased the pace during 
Jap and only je coud stay 


In the 


r 


world’s unofficial best time—on 
the same track two years ag | 

Ibbotson returned 6min 26.2sec 
and Pirie 6min 
Dunkley : 


28.6sec. Roger | 
laftesburs 


lead constant 
hands, Ibbotson leacing for the 
130 yards, a 
vy P. B. D 
Dri 


which 


1 jeading 
1 Pi 


pS ek. PY RT. 


ee 


Th iti i 
oe aad cae a the leading runners at the start of th 
CBritainy. ste te ap in the “Stadium ‘Mile.” J. R. Rereeras, 
hoa ke Bs ge ahead of Ronnie Delany, with Bria 
tite eaten place in front of Gordon Pirie. It w " 
at Delany made ‘the burst which carri i ha 
7 _ on to victory. la 


| 


And what an enthralling and 
exciting one it was. The big three, 
Delany, Hewson and Gordon Pi 
settl down from the start, co 
tent to let J. R. Cameron of Scot- 
Jand and J. E. Davies of Wales 
alternate in the lead. Delany 
tucked himself in behind Hewson, 
with Pirie trailing the Irishman. 
all three running in the most re- 
laxed fashion, and that was the 
pattern until the straight was 
reached entering the last of the 
five laps. 

DELANY IN FRONT 
‘Then, to a resounding cheer, 
Delany surged to the front, “‘jump- 
ng’’ Hewson, Cameron and Davies 
as though they were standing stil. 
Cameron and Davies were done w 
but Hewson and Pirie went i 
suit of the now flying 
and it was Pirie who got 
first challenge. 

He drew abreast with Delany at 
‘he second last bend, but could not 
sustain the effort against a_ re- 
newed spurt by the Irish runner, 
who quickly opened up a gap of 
about ten yards, 

Pirie disposed of, the real danger 
then loomed up. Hewson accelerated 
in. to Irish eyes quite alarmine 
fashion at the start of the fifty 
vards finishing straight.. and w 
only twenty yards to the tape 
was only two yards behind. 

But Delany found reserves to 

withstand @his fierce challenge. 

lunged forward again, and held 
his two yards advantage to breast 
the tape in a reneat of his Mel- 


bourne gesture of triumph. 

Delany had made no sé t of the 
fact that among his ambitions was 
o reverse the placings with Hewson, 
o twice beat him _on the same 
ack last summ Nor does the 
oung Irishman make any secre of 
tne fact. that he runs to Win fis 
races. He is not obsessed = Wit! 
figures, but takes them as they 
come. Last night they came sow. 
by modern standards, but the main 
objective was achieved. 

When told later that Derek Ibbot- 
son had won his mile race at Dar- 
ington in 4 minutes 5 seconds, 
elany's only comment ‘ was: 
Obviously 1t was a faster race.” 

SIGN OF STRESS 


1 have mentioned the 
running of the three 
Fven under the first Dp 
ie’s threat, Delany remained 
axed and apparently confident. and 
e only sign of stress came when 
pecame aware of Hewson’s per- 
ly timed stroke That 1 
vely made t 
umph of heart as well 


Delany br i 
reasting the ta i 
pe to win the “ Stadi : 
a 7 stated afterwards that t 
dium Mile.” In second Bed by Pirie in Hig final 


= 3 Brian BMeineas. xterm ne piace and narilu hzAdé&a kL... es 


Billy Morton 
Gordon Pirie 


Hon. 


Secretary, Clonliffe Harriers 
jack Crump (British team manager) 


i yy 
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THRILLING THREE MILES 
It is no exaggeration to say that 
Pirie aimost stole Delany’s thunder 
in crowd-acclaim with his running 
in the three miles: and almost had 
that thunder stolen from him by 
the ragnificent effort of Jimmy 
Douglas of Avondale, who started on 
the scratch mark with Pirie and 
another English runner, K. Gilligan, 
As Pirie threaded his way 
through the field, Douglas stuck to 
him like a leech, and as late as the 
last of the fifteen laps actually 
stole the lead from his illustrious 
rival, 
Pirie then unleashed the finish 
hat has won him so many great 
ices, but Douglas was not to be 
yaken off and finished only twelve 
b nd one the greatest 
m the wor has known. 
It was the Irishman’'s finest perform- 
ance and richly merited the applause 
which greeted it. 


Gordon Pirie makes Raney 
a great comeback 


GORDON PIRIE, lanky, record-breaking former Croydon bank , , 


clerk from Coulsdon, made his return to Croydon athletics on 
Wednesday evening. 


teem en en 


And what a comeback it was. Pirie, self-exiled to New Zealand;' 
over here as a trainee with a New Zealand firm, ran three races. = 


Croydon Sports Arena. ppeeerrerr eee: 


| HE WON the half mile for Croy- , 
don in 1 min. 57 sec, i 
HE WON the mile for Croydon in | 

4 min, 17 sec 
HE WAS SECOND in the invita- 
tion 3.000 metres to Derek Ibbotson, 

| his Yorkshire-born South London ; 
| Harriers club mate, clocking a credit- | 
able 8 min. 184 sec., only a second | 
behind his rather fresher fellow | 


British Olympic representative, who 
Set @ new ground record of 8 min. 
17.4 sec, 

Pirie’s effort is a complete answer 
to those who did decry his unrelia- 
bility as a crowd-puller. Not only 

‘did he turn up before his home crowd 
—he ran three events. 

Pirie covered some 4,160 yards in 
his evening's running, at a total time 


of 14 min. 32.4 sec.—surely some kind 
of record in itself, 


senaiaitenen ee 


In the early hours of Wednesday morning Police ¢ 
his beat in the rain at Windsor . 


a vace for crack distance athletes Pirie (57), Ibbotson (58) 
Ibbotson) and Frank Sando (1) in the thrill- packed 


meeting at the Croydon arena on Wednesday evening 


» Darchambaud 


land Race 


 ( fo 
Ny Blur un Antenis 
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TTS REALLY PUFF- 
PUFF PIRIE NOW 


HERE was nothing in the 
running of Gordon Pirie at 
Walton-on-Thames yesterday to 
suggest he is making any pro- 
gress in his attempt to regain 

- erstwhile glory. 

In a mile race run at slowish 
pace, Gordon, after leading a few 
yards from the winning post, was 
run out of it by John Thorpe, a 
25-year-old insurance clerk from 
St. Albans. Both clocked 4 min. 
14 sec. 

Thorpe, who was second to 
Gordon in a 14-mile wor record 
last year. made the pace m the 
half-distance.’ Gordon chs leng6d 
in the straight but had nothing 
like his old fire. 

Pirie said about his condition 
and prospects in the A.A.A. cham- 
pionships in two weeks’ time: “] 
am afraid I shall just not be at 
enough,” SIAN TOMLIN 


LYST. 


Galloping 
Gordon Pirie 


eS, ae, | a 


ital atin ete ae, ma A 


onstable Stan /Eldon was tramping 
-. but twelve hours later he still found time to set 


(behind 
3,000 metres event at the “Times” 


a ‘if ; } 
(Redox BR yg Loman O-& 


—----- 


| 
| 
| 


a Mud-spattered Alan 


Beaten 


ORDON PIRIE faces a 
crisis. Despite the rain 
.»: Gespite the heavy tr 
he knew he should | 
done better than finishing | 
second to Alan Gordon | 
(Achilles) in a 1.500 metres 
invitation race at Padding- ; 
‘ton last night. ‘ 
This was the race Pirie ; 
desperately wanted to} 
win. This was the race in 
which he would prove he | 
was on his way back to | 
the top. 


Se eege eee 


Easy 


| 

But Pirie flopped again, } 
He was easily beaten | 
Alan Gordon. the Ox | 
blue, and took 3m. 53.85.— | 
four-tenths of a | 
| 

1 


Immediately 
race Pirie turned to me and | 
said: “Could I have done, 


Pirie home in the 1,500 metres at Paddington 


he wanted to 


By TONY HORSTEAD 


! to have found his form yet. 


Hares [, 60) nee Ra 


Vaanr ECON 14g. 


Gordon leads Gordon 


in race 


. | 
took the tead, closely 
followed by Tony Barratt. 
At the bell Pirie drop- 
ped back and with per- 
feet timing Gordon 
strode past on the outside 
to take the lead, 
Dunkiey fell away and 
| Bar ‘att was also passed a$ 


Pirie made his final chal- 
lenging effort round the 


better ? Of course I couid, 
I wanted to win. 


But Pirie does not appear | 
{ 


and he has two big races 
immediately in front of | 
him. last. bend. 

This week-end he er ate ' He got to within two feet 
for London in the two miles | 4¢” Gordon. 
against New York, | Then the Achilles man 


Two weeks later, he | strode _unmercifully away 
will ie in Sweden for the! ard Pirie realised he had 
“revenge” race against | no chance 
the man who beat him in 
the Olympic 5,000 and 
10,000 metres at _ Mel- 
bourne—Russia’s  Vladi- 
mir Kuts, 


No Chance 


Pirie never really looked 
like winning last night 
once the bell had sounded. 

He went strongly into 
the lead at the start. Roger 
Dunkley and Gordon came 
out of the main bunch to 
follow his shoulders. _ 

Dunkley increased the 
pace on the third lap and 


Le 


2 
/ - a, . .: » thege Ce 
ASAT) se Yeu ora. ites mM Ns rey (4S. 008 NERA  bictehea tion A Rae at eee EEE [4st 
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LONDON MEETS NEW YORK IN WHITE 
CITY'S LITTLE OLYMPIAD 


a ee ee = — Se SS eee 


= : ROUND the red ribbon of the White Uity ne came, cneeks 

blowing the-old familiar puff puff. Head rolling from 
side to side, long legs striving for the last ounce of power. 
This was Gordon Pirie, once the wonder boy of British 
athletics. This was Gordon Pirie yesterday, running his first 
big race since his return from New Zealand. 


This was a stouter, cheerier Pirie trying again over the 
5,000 metres distance for which he is still world record- 
= holder. 


When everyone was saying “This is it. Pirie can’t do it any 
more,” he spurted 50 yards from home to beat a red-shirted Czech, 
Mirko Grieff, with the young Maida Vale lad, Kevin Gilligan, in 
third place. ‘ 


But I am sorry to have to tell you that this wasn’t the real Pirle. 
Not the old Pirie we used to know. This was a Pirie running as 
though he had left something of himself “down under.” 

His time, 14 min. 5.6 sec, 
against his world record 13 min. 
36.8 sec., shows how much of the 
old Pirie has disappeared in 13 — 
months. 

Cheerfully he said afterwards: 
“I'm still satisfied I haven't yet 
run into top form.” 

Fine, Gordon, but the race you 
say you've really come -back for— 
a return crack at the Russian 
Kuts, who beat you twice in the 
Olympics—is due in Sweden in 4 
fortnight'’s time. 

And, frankly, I think you'll have 
to do a lot of hard labour in 14 
days to stand a chance there. 


| T looks as if Gordon Pirie, the once invin- 
cible monarch of middle distance running, 
and fame have fallen out for keeps. 


Pirie, who hasn’t puff-puffed his way into 
the news since the, Olympic Games, was well 
walloped by George Knight over two miles at 
i White City last night and in the end—when he so 
often used to be the killer—he was killed. 

This was Pirie’s first in-» --—— 
ternational race since Kuts 
defeated him twice in Mel- 
bourne, 

Pirie and Knight, the AAA 
six-mile champion, took 
turns to take the lead. 

The mile was reached in 
4min, 22.4sec. and the bell 
at Tmin, 50sec. with Pirie a 
couple of yards in front. 


The moment 


For Pirie this was the 
moment of decision... the 
moment when he must call 
upon every muscle, every 
nerve to reproduce his once 
familiar murderous finish. 

But when he pressed the 
button t used to make 
him work wonders — 
nothing happened. 

Coming into the straight 
Pirie tried to find the magic 
spark which once set the 
athletic world alight... 

But Knight had knocked 
the daylights out of him and 
made it look as if the old 


champion was running up Gordon Pirle returns to inter- 
and down an escalator. national racing in the two G. KNIGHT, of Essex Beagles, is Pirie's team: 
Knight’s time was 8min. miles event this evening. mate in to-night's two miles. 


Their Worry 


I_ received anxious inquiries 
from the New York two-milers, 


George King and Lou Stienglitz. eae : /\ 
They seemed a little depressed a 4 x if Aig 
when 1 told them Gordon Pirie | “LNT Ae KsAnid § [Mié (WHE J 
was competing in the two miles | te eS en te as ee 

against them. : — 7) 0 

As a consolation I added that IY “DN Ad [Y¢ 
Pirie had not yet reached his LOSF tre. Ff Vatle : 
acyihiel form. give seers the Fy am ale eh eee noe GaSe Gat 
operative word,” snappe back 
King. “I suppose Pirte has re- ORD ON PIRIE 
gery himself for the week-end : 

mateh” 


won the 5,000 
metres in 14min. 5.6 
secs at the White City 
on Saturday, 
} Gordon Pirie then 
j hustled across London to 
4 win the Inter-Banks mile 
in 4min, 24.2secs. at Mot- 
spur Park. 


And afterwards Gordon 
Pirie gave his critics a piece 


F of the Pirie mind. Thus:— 
“That's my last day's racing 
fn Britain for a while. I'm 
i going to Sweden on Friday to 
i < with friends for a couple 
f of months. Perhaps there I 
} y get away from all this 
} t ’ Piriesis finished’ talk. 
$ 3 “i show them I'm not 
: fin In about a month I 
é expec to be breaking 
é records again. 
I x 
: be so surpri ao 
2 an do it. It just 
< down 
1 of my 
four 
¢ — : ] e I 
oe = ld records 
i PUFF PUFF Gordon Pirie (40) chugs on to.win the 5,000 
| 4 metres invitation race at the White City— os. te 
PIRIE but in 28.8 sec. outside his world best. me can 
a 


——_——easitshin 


es e : e 
Pirie first 
Morata, Sweden, Friday.— 
Gordon Pirie won a 3,000 metres 
race in 8min. 19.1sec, here to- 


night. His world record is 7min. 
52.8 sec, 


Pirie was not extended in win- 
ning from the Swedes Jan Ahl- 
berg and Lasse Helander,— 


JORDON PIRIE har inte motsvarat forvandn 


atminstone. Fér avtoqrafidgarna Gr han liky. 


PIRIE WINS 
RITAIN’S Gordon Pirie 
won the 5,000 metres in 
{ ‘14m. 188. at an inter- 
} ‘National athleties meeting 
{ at Malmoe (Sweden) las 

night. 

In the 880 yards, Derek 
Johnson was beaten into 
Second place by Roger 


Moens, who clocked Im. 
51.2s. 


LS EH 


PIRIE RECORD 


YSTAAD iSweden), | Sunday a= 
Gordon Pirie won an’ internati nal} 
1,500-metre race here toda a new; 
track record time of 3 min. 52.1 sec 


internation 
Soccer player, in’ an 800 metres 
évent. Locke was clocked at 1 m:: 
53.8 sec. and Pirie at 1 min 54.2 se 

Pirte’s 1,500 metres time lopped 
2.7 sec. off the previous best 


ingarna Gnnu s& lannge 
al ett fSrndmt viillebrad, 


PIRIE’S WIFE 
BREAKS A 
TENDON 


By Roy Moor 


(GORDON PIRIE’S wife, 

Shirley, snapped the 
Achilles tendon of her left leg 
running in Stockhoim last 
night. 

It happened 20 ya 
the start of a 2 
She left the ¢ 
Stretcher and j 
Operation. 

Gordon to!d me from Stock. 
holm: “ This aoes not neces- 
sarily mean the end of 
Shirley’s running career. She 
has had the injury bound and 
will have the operation in 
Malmo.” 


on a 
to have an 


” 


'WAERN BEATS PIRTE| 
| IN 3min 59.7sec 


| 
| 


MILE RACE IN SWEDEN 


1 MALMOBE, Tuesday. 
| Dan Waern, of Sweden, beat four 


;Minutes for the mile here to- 
‘night, clocking 3min 59.7sec. 


Waern won the event from Gordon 
| Pirie, of Britain, who clocked 4min 
'5.7sec, with Tor Hammersland, of 
Norway, third in 4min 5.9sec, 
' It was the second time in three 
weeks that Waern had beaten the 
four-minute barrier. On July 29, in 
Stockholm, he clocked 3min 59 3sec. 


GORDON PIRIE IS | 
5,000 M WINNER 


Gordon Pirie won a 5.000 metres 
‘race in 14min. 14.4sec. in an inter- 
Inational athletics meeting in 
‘Stockholm last night. Second Was ; 
Thyge Thoegersen (Denmark) in 
14min. 15.2sec., and third Tor 
Thorgersen (Norway) in 14min. 
17sec. 


we 


“Fortsatt som du 


ren Lennart Johansson. 


9.000 m: 1) G. Pirie, England, 14.14, | 
2) T. Théigers Danmark, 14.15,2 | 
1. Thorgersen, Norge, 14.17,0; 4) J. | 

| 


Ahlberg, Tureberg, 14.28,0 
dersson, Tureberg. 15.12. 


son, Bellevue, 15.2 


5.000 m-loppef. 
na fér god kamp. 
du adr snart 
tureberga- 


at artig och omtdnksam efter 


ide alia konkurrenter 


ste man 


: tackar han loppets s 


Bava y Kuss ar (Wid 
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irie hurt, may miss 


5,000 metres 


By HARRY CARPENTER 


(GORDON PIRIE has a badly 
damaged ankle and is a doubt- 
ful starter for tonight’s Great 
Britain v. Russia 5,006 metres race 
at the White Gity, London. 


He will decide whether he runs 
after a fitness test this morning. 

This is the race in which he hoped 
to make an international come-back, 
running alongside Derek Ibbotson, to 
prove that I was wrong when I 
wrote, after his double defeat by 
Viadimir Kuts at Melbourne: “ Pirie 
will never be the same again.” 

A Hyde Park pothole was the cause The 
of Pirie’s injury. 

During a training spin yesterday 
morning he caught his right foot in 
it and wrenched his ankle. 

He limped back to the Bayswater hotel where the 
Russian athletes are quartered and had the ankle rubbed by 
a Soviet masseur. 
At 5 p.m. he joined the 
Russians in a training spell at & 
Hurlingham. His wife, former 
sprinter Shirley Hampton, went 
there with him. 


strain on thes 
face of Pirie whenf 
training last night. 


(GORDON PIRIE may not be able to run for Britain at the 
White City, London, tonight. But his Russian opponents 
are fighting to get him fit. 


Gordon arrived back from Bergen, Norway, on Wednesday evening, and 
yesterday morning went out training in Hyde Park with the Russians. 


He caught his right 
ankle in a pothole and 
strained it. 

He was. immediately 
taken back to his hotel by 
the Russian officials and 
was treated by the Russian 
trainer, Elmer Martin.) 
from Estonia. } 


Wife Hurt | 


His wife, the former 
Shirley Hampton, broke 
an Achilles tendon during 
their Scandinavian tour 
and had to have an opera- 
tion to knit it. Her left leg 
is in plaster 

But she.went down to 
Hurlingham last evening 
to watch Gordon testing 
out his ankle. 

As she anxiously 
watched her husband trot- 
ting gently round the track 
with some of the Russians 
she told me: 

“This seems to be a bad 
spell for. the Piries. It is 
difficult to say whether 
Gordon’s ankle will stand 
up. He told me that as he 
was running in Hyde Park 
he-.suddenly thought ‘This 
ground is rough. I must 
watch out’ . 

“Next moment his foot 
had gone into a hole and 
he fel! 


Massaged 


“The Russians could 
not have been kinder. 
Their trainer spent well 
over an hour massaging 
the ankle. 


Russians Help Pirie To 


Run For Britain 


Thanks to Mr. R. 
masseur to the Russian athletes, 
Gordon Pirie will run for 


Martin, 


Britain over 5,000 metres at 
White City to-night. After an 
hour on the massage table, 
being treated by Mr. Martin, 
Pirie tested the ankle he twisted 
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Petr Boldtnikov (left) and Ivan 
Chernjavsky, both in the 5,000 
metres, meet .Derek Ibbotson 
and Gordon Pirie. 


JN a wonderful cascade 
| . Of British track triumph 
| in the athletics match 
| against the Russians at 

London’s White City last 
' night, nothing was more 
| popular than the inter- 
| Mational come - back of 
| Gordon Pirie. 


Pounding Pirie, always a 
bit of a problem boy, was a 
| problem only for his rivals 
| in the 5,000 metres event, 
| which he won from Derek 
| Ibbotson in 13min. 58.6sec. 
The British pair trampled the 
Russians into the ground. They 
refused to be intimidated by 
Petr Bolotnikov’s sprint start 
which quickly took him 20 yards 
in front. 
i. After three 
{Thbotson had Png Vien 


jr's the old Gordon, as 
Pirie shoots past Derek 

Ibbotson on the last bend 

to win the 5,000 metres 
at the White City. 


next-to-nothing, and for the rest 
of the race the British pair were 
content to stay close to the 
Russian and await their oppor- 
tunity. 

At the bell Bolotnikov was 
struggling to keep his lead, but 
Ibbotson went past him and Pirie 
made hig effort round the last 
bend. 

It was the old Gordon. He 
sprinted past the field, and, run- 
ning strongly, finished an easy 
first. 

Ibbotson looked over his 
shoulder to make sure that he 
Was going to get second place. 

The 40,000 crowd rose to Pirie, 
and they cheered again as he 
dashed off the track to embrace 


his wife, Shirley, the former 
sprinter, who is on crutches with 
her left foot in plaster as the 
result of a running accident in 
Sweden. i 

Gordon told me: “I ‘was run- 
ning easily all through because I 
knew that both Derek and I had 
sufficient sprinting strength to 
finish off the Russians whenever 
it was necessary. 

“Tt is great to be back in inter- 
national athletics and I am de- 


lighted that I was able to pull it 
off.” 


The ‘Soy 
Tr 


The two trop 
Weekly for cos 
City match 
winners immed 
by Yakoy 2 
Ambassador. 

The trophies- 
lets, decorated ° 
—went to 

GORDO 
his victor 
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*PIRIE WINS 
IN MILE 


MALMO, 


(Sweden), 
Wednesday 
Pees PIRIE ran a 
mile in 4min. 0.9sec., 
| his fastest ever here to- 
i : ’ a canst me night. Shortly afterwards 
“crm thaiivasinipeneseypreaheimelreots : ai. Pe. sce aers he turned out to win the 
grt ; 5,000 metres 
meeting. 

His 5,000 me 
14min, 13sec., 0: 
than when 
tance for B 
in Lon ] 
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DAN WAERN 
Malmo 


pressas hart av belgaren MOENS. Har 


loper paret ut over upploppet 


uy fourth place. 
Waern af 


switch him to 5.000 metres and he turned the 
proposal down flatly. He was quite right. 

“He has permission to run in a 1,500 metres 
or one mile event in Malmo next Wednesday, 
but that permission will be withdrawn if the 
Swedes do not treat him properly. 


stories” which have 
some Scandinavian 
accusing Gordon Pirie of 


as & CANDALOUS 
appeared in 

newspapers 

running for money, were hotly denied by 


British team manager 
yesterday. 


Jack Crump 


i : : , 5: “PIRIE IS AN AMATEUR ATHLETE AND 
It is absolute nonsense for anybody to ae i Ma 
suggest that Pirie’s appearances in Europe NOT A PIECE OF MERCHANDISE. 
since he returned from New Zealand have Pirie was chosen yesterday to run for 


contravened any regulations,” he told me. Britain in the 5,000 metres event against 


"were: eventually left trailing by 45 point 


| 
| 


at the same - 


“He has the fullest backing of the British 
Amateur Athletic Board and runs only with 
their permission.” 

What then, was the trouble behind Pirie’s 
refusal to run in Gothenburg last Monday? 
Said manager Crump:-— 

“Tt had been arranged that he should run 
-in the mile, but the promoters wanted to 


Poland in Warsaw two days after the Malmo 
race. He plans to take the night train ferry 
from Malmo and join up with the rest of the 
British team next Thursday in Copenhagen, 
where the party will touch down en route 
from London to Poland. 
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WARSAW, Friday. 


WHAT a cracking good afternoon of athletics we had in the 


e ritain match today. 
Poland Great : giant racer at a fair Great Britain 
s to 61 in the men’s events and 


- With all the ups and downs of the 


‘Jeading 32—19 in the; ~ 
women’s competition. 

'~ -who-were our heroes? 
| Well, first. of all let me, as 
an oft-time critic of Gordon 
’ Pirie, congratulate him on 
¢the way he won the 5,000 
| metres. 


The time—it was noth- rr 
ing. . 14m, 0.8. fs 24s. 
outside. the world record | 


which is, of course. held by ; 
|.Pirie himself 


And Pirie won, easing up. | 
yards 


od. twelve 
| BY aw the Krzyszko- 


from the Poles 
!wiak and Zimny, who re-; 
turned. the same time of 


14m. 2.2s., so that there 
was no real competition at 
| the end. 

But it was the sheer un-| 
selfishness. of Pirie's Trun- 
-ning which gained my Teé- 
spect where @ faster time | 
—o} which he was clearly | 
capable — would have) 
brought the wuproarious | ie 4 ae P : : = oo ae : 
applause of the crowd. s z ce 2 it ar : 3 : a | | : 


SEARING SPEED 


pneecalinele lS Ene 


Because, after leading for 
. most of the first eight laps, 
Pirie deliberately  disci- 
plined himself to lie second 
to Zimny—instead of kill- 
ing off all the opposition—§ 
in order that Laurie Reed 
should still have a chance 
of at least splitting the && 
Poles. ; 3 
Only when he realised Sages 
that his protege just coyld} 
not make it today did Pirie @ 
turn on the searing speed 
which scythes off the 
opposition at the knees 
while Reed steamed in still 
running bravely but a good 
twenty yards in the rear. 


Veing iured into competing abroad 
by excessive expenses ale ig ae n 4 

“My racing in Scandinavia has WAY a cAN,: 
cost me more than £200, and I _ B08 i HRA 
consider the money well spent, I -— oe 


enjoy my athletics and I enjoy x F . D, 3 
travel—especially when the two “UNTRNA iH Al, WE 


DK 


Uti wa ERM YH M on 
10, 80D me“ 
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pleasures are combined. 

“And if anybody thinks _we 
make a packet out of our prizes & 
“they should take a look at my 
#e collection. Some of the ‘pieces of 
pottery ’ we get just are not worth 
looking at.’” 


Pirie walks out 
on a farce 


By ROY MOOR 

Witt gne lap to go and 5.000 

people slow-handclapping 
and jeering, Gordon Pp rie 
dropped out of the international 

1,500 metres race at Stockholm 
last night. His action caused an 
outburst of laughter. 

“TI could not stand the farce of 
it all," Pirie told me. “It was a 
crawl, TI was hoping for a fast time 
but nobody would pep up the pace. 

“As things got worse I walked 
out when Dan Waern of Sweden was 
leading through the three-quarter 


It was left to Gordon 
Pirie to sweeten the taste 
of defeat for the British 
troops in the crowd. 


Stole Show 
ranted 

Britain’s cause was pbe- 
yond saving when he 
turned out for the 10,000 
metres.— twenty-four hours 
after his easy Victory in the 
5,000 metres, 

George Knight won the! 
race, repeating his War-' 
SaW triumph in 29m. 16.3s., 
but Pirie stole the show by 
cheekily inflicting: indi- 
vidua] doses of humiliation 
on the two Germans, Wal- 
ter Konrad and Ludwig 
Muller. ; 

After being 200 yards in 


aK. f 


fecdyoam, | 95% 


j 


j 


rem 


jront at one stage, Pirie 


| mark around 3min, I put 
kidded the crowd—and the mari fo staid amin. isso pa 
‘German runners—into be- + 5,000 metres event instead oie 
lieving he was struggling a Soon a - 
z tp tildes 23sec. And as show 
Six laps. 


Knight was beyond 
,catching, but the ‘crowd 
went crazy as Muller drew 
fifty, thirty, ten yards 
nearer. the “faltering ” 
Pirie, and then passed him 


Flashed Ahead 


L enidienedmememmna 


Gordon at oncé flashed 
ahead with a lightning 
sprint. 

The crowd_= screamed 
again when, with two laps 
to go Konrad came pouna- 
jing up to his shoulder—by 
; permission of Pirie, who at 
once accelerated to finish 
280 yards behind Knight 
and twenty-five ahead of 
Konrad. 


em, ‘he ran the first 1.500 metres 
i 4sec.—around 10 seconds 
than Waern’s winning 1,300 


te 


FINN IMPEDED ME 
SAYS ANGRY PIRIE 


TURKU, Finland, Tuesday. 

i yi m4 t < laining he 
‘ORDON PIRIE stormed off the track comp g he 
been impeded, after he was beaten into second place 
Finland’s Olavi Vuorisalo in a two-mile race here today. 
Pirie sai hat th i crossed : 
: path i the final a oe ht and|last bend and broke the tape i 


; hi ni lane three position, F 
prevented eg benge Nonniag. Pirie claimed that he would 
He crosse e finis' 


aa oe ane ee ete 


Pirie wins 

a majestic 

‘5,000’ for 
Britain 


From PETER CONNELL § e®neda, 
Hanover, Saturday night, en ee a 


"THE photo-finish will decide 

whether Britain wins 
her first athletics match on 
German soil tomorrow. Four | 
times in six Traces the camera 
;acted as the final judge today 
in this tense international 
watched by 50,000 spectators 
at the Nieder Sathsen Sta- 


dium, which was built from 
war rubble, 


g dine alwon but for the incident, Bi 
fifth of a second behind the Finn,|qiq not make an official prote 
whose time was 8min, 38.8sec., 
5.4sec. outside the world record set 
iby Sandor Iharos. : . 
= Derek Ibbotson was third in 
412sec., and John Distey 


8 George Knight, | 

10,000 metres 
winner, with Gordon | 
Pirie behind. ‘ 


Den lille australiensiska travaren ALAN LAWRENCE leder ett 5.000- 
meterslopp fére fr. v. Kalle Lundh, IFK Mora, Cepanski, Polen, och 
C Gordon Pirie. 


Tourtn, 
After the race. Vuorisalo said that; 
e had impeded Pirie, it was un 

tional, 
maintained 
out from the in 
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Same time in the 400 metres 
hurdles. 


This was won for Britain by the 
Perpook scripture master, "Tom 

rrell, 

Thousands of British Service men 
cheered madly when Gordon Pirie 
sailed majestically to victory in the 
5.000 metres, with the grace one ex- 
pects from a world record-holder. 

lon slipped away from 
Pi he reached the tape 
as Eldon and Laufer fought out a 
bitter duel over the final lap to 
avoid last place. 


Still a chance 


( The decision went to the Ger- 
“jman, but it looked as if Eldon had 
iat least drawn level in his last two 
istrides. Pirie was concerned only 
with victory. which accounts for 
‘his slow time, because he runs the 
/10,000 metres tomorrow. i 


Gerdon Pirie (No. 29) 

pounds after Ludwig Mueller. 

They stayed like this until, 

the bell, then Pirie pounced 

past for a 14min. 20.2sec. 
5,000 metres win. 
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Knight hits the tape, England 
3 have won. 


Ibbotson hit t 
y ORLD-RECORD holder Derek Ibbotson yester- 
day hit back at his critics, who said of his 
defeat by Polish flyer Lewandowski in the inter- 
national mile at Ibrox Stadium, Glasgow ... “ He’s 
stale.” ... “Burned out.” ... “Has run himself 
OUGL” we « « 

“Nonsense,” says Dashing Derek —it was his 
second set-back in four days—‘‘I know I've lost a 
bit of my edge, but it’s not because I have been 
running too often. I, maintain it’s because of all 
the travelling I have done around the Continent 
to race in the last few months.” 

Ibbotson has taken part in nearly 60 races in the 
last five montns— most of them against world 
class opposition—and reckons he could have 
peaten Lewandowski, who won in 4min, T7sec., but 
for bad luck. “I saw him go and started my burst, 
put I was blocked by three runners. By the time 
I got through it was too late.” 

Gordon Pirie, puffing harder than ever, finished 
second to last. Then he let a close kept secret 
out of the bag. “I ran against medical orders,” 
he said, “I’ve run in 14 races in the last 20 days 
and my doctor told me to have a rest. But I 
wanted to keep my promise to run here.” 
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—Knight gives 
England match — 


By CLIFFORD WEBB 
GORDON PIRIE booed! That was the staggering t 


of 


climax to the athletic season at the White City, 
London, last night, as Pirie finished last in the 5,000 ! 
metres, trotting to the tape nearly a lap behind winner 


George Knight. 
Pirie, who has been running in various Scandinavian 
countries for most of the summer, tailed off badly before the, 


two miles mark was reached. j 
He dropped farther.behind with each stride and was only jog- 
trotting for the last couple of laps. ' j 
7 Iz was left to team-mate 
| Knight, the Essex runner, one of j 
' the big discoveries of the season, 
to win the race and the match for 
England by 80 points to 77. t 
Knight, after lying second most ' 
of the way round to the Polish 
runner Zimny, was suddenly sur- i 
prised in the last lap by a burst 
from the other Pole, Jerszy 
Chromtk. 


Too strong 


‘omik’s sudden effort took 
five yards to the front, but 
Knight crowded on _ pressure 
and gradually reduced the gap. . 
As they came round the last ' 
bend. the Essex man, running in 
3 style, had gained a lead of 
ast ten yards, and neither of 
Poles had sufficient speed to 
a final challenge, 
e finished the race and the 
booing broke out afresh as he 
trotted on to the grass to con- 
tulate the winner. 


or 


KUTS: BEATS 


PIRIE’S 5 


ROME 
Viadimir Kuts 


Golfer Harry Weeiman, suspended by the PGA 
over the Ryder Cup incident, correcting the driving 
stance of boxer Peter Waterman, today, while athletes 
Gordon Pirie, right, and Brian Shenton looked on. 
Weetman was opening his new professional’s shop and 
driving range at Selsdon Park. 


LIKE FATHER, LIKE SON 


This looks like two photographs of Gordon (Puff-Puff) Pirie, 
but in actual fact it is father and son. Alick Pirie (left) is the 
father shown running across Hamilton Park, Scotland, in 1926. 
That year he represented Scotland in the international cross- 
country race at Brussels. 


This picture was given to Gordon when he ran in Glasgow 
last year and is now one of his father’s most treasured posses~ 
sions. 


Mr. Pirie is wearing the full South London Harriers’ kit with 
maroon and buff ribbon round the sleeves and down the shorts. 
Gordon seems to have copied his father’s stride. 


broke the world 5 
record here to-day with a time 
of 13min 35sec, 1.8sec faster 


9 


000m. 


WORLD TIME 


Sunday. 
Russia’s 


double Olympic gold medallist. 


.000 metres 


citement when Kuts crossed the 


than the record set by Gordon Meet the man u 
Pirie at Bergen in June, 1956. plan—the new G 
The crowd went wild with ex- Pirie. The man 


pounded aroun 
tracks in a_e rele 


line an easy winner and torches routine still has hi 
improvised from newspapers blazed gets. But this tir 
around the Olympic stadium. intends to hit. 

It was a magnificent solo effort by ; Without . becomir 
Kuts. Taking the lead from the : slave to athlet 


start, he and his compatriot, Peter 
Bolotnikov, soon opened up a gap of 


e 
about 200 yards over the other 15 
competitors. 


Bolotnikov fell away and Kuts was 
left on his own. As he lapped run- 
ner after runner the noise from the 
crowd was deafening 


a 
u 2 , Tne an- 
nouncer called in vain for silence to 
give the lap times, but all semblance 


of order was lost as Kuts swung 


easily into the home straight T ; ( 


By DOUG WIL 


NCE he wou 

looked back in ar 

to-day Gordon P 
forward happily and 
No longer that almo. 
cal young man of the 
relaxed Gordon has | 
ing me about his | 
regaining his wor 
metres record from 
Vladimir Kuts. 

His training starts th 
and there is nothing ve 
about it. What is di 
Gordon’s approach to 
He still takes athletics 
but no longer is it t 
and end all, of his life 
this new, almost happ3 
approach will produce 
and faster Pirie. 

With the exception of 
e\ t there will be 
ountry racing for this 
South London Harrier 
New Year. 

Then, if all goes well. 


h plenty of weig 
cro. S-country runni 
. Gordon should be 

» when the track seaso 
May. 

Like every top-class | 
chief targets will be tl 
and Commonwealth ¢ 
Cardiff, followed by the 
championships at Stoc 
August. 


Big Chance 


The Stockholm 0 4 
ive him a splendid o 
recapturing the wor 
i ] 
I3min 35sec in 


does Pirie s 
ces against 30-vea 
However fast Kut 
beat him at the 
T can run the 
around l3min 
nt Gordon. 

make 
the 


Olympic silver-me 
are the hopes, 
tions of Gordon 
ete, But what of Mr 

vk clerk and ex-p. 
whose emigration 
year ago las 
a | 


a trainee 
I bank 
nber he 


trust Gordon to 
He imtends to ma 
journey overland 


ani: 


<4, Tunning in his first Soutnes* 
Championship, gained a fully 
deserved victory over a heavy, 


é 
sticky nine-mile course at a) a) ( = ( : Nowa Xt he OC 
Parliament Hill Fields on Oui Ltt Ross 2 bute UH Mar OtS iH a 

ra i Saturday. Ct ee et 


fa) (f i 
EPSams_ Lass, | cugh through, and the stifl Up. MPRA Ertl 


~ 


plough through, 


SUCCESSFUL OUTING 1 hill finish thoroughly tested the “— 


fitness of the runners. 


-FOR PIRIE i The South London pair, M. W. 


Hthbe 


: 4 A a ; Firth, and P. B. ee oe ms 
i Ne -\ Evans of Polytechnic in close attend- 
WINS QUIET RACE Coulsdon IY¥sy ance, made the early pace, but at 


one mile, D. A. G. Pirie was in the 


By JACK CRUMP PIRIE WINS SOUTH : lead for a short spell. 


| Hopes that Gordon Pirie will be 
i fit enough to run for Surrey in LONDON TITLE ELDON MOVES UP 
| Tue Datty TELEGRAPH inter-coun- : mht Pronk 


ties cross-country championship ‘ 
WEEKS-PEARSON INFORM Then Eldon moved up to the front, 


on Saturday were substantially in- 
and although the national and inter- 


creased last Saturday. 


Pirie. who was a guest runner in 
a match between Epsom and Sutton 
‘had a quiet race with Surrey col- 
league Langridge, who was turning 
out for his second-claim club Sutton. 


Simmons 
(Sutton) they finished at the head 
of the field in 40min 27sec. 
won. by 15 points to 21. 


Sutton Lin Ci fe | acy 


Se eee ee 


By Our Athletics Correspondent 


Club cross-country champion- 
ships—particularly those over 10 
miles—gave some of the prominent 
names in the sport an opportunity 
to regain winning form on Satur- 
day. 

D. A. G. Pirie took the South Lon- 
don Harriers title at Coulsdon.- ~~ 


eae London Harriers expect to have Gordon Pirie running 
for them next month. They hope he Will be able to help 
in their defence of the Surrey cross-country title and then 
run in the Southern and National championships, 


Pirie hopes to be fit in time 
for the Surrey race. He has been 
troubled by a throat infection, 
but last week he took on a new 
role as team manager and 
accompanied a party of South 
London Harriers to Lancing 
College for a match against the 


national champion, F. Sando, and 
Firth were together close behind him 
for another mile, he forged away to 


open up a gap, and at half-way was 


over 100 yards in front. 

In the early stages of the final lap 
Sando looked capable of catching 
him, but Eldon then increased his 
pace, and came home with a strong 
finish to win in 49min 50sec. 

About 150 yards and exactly 32 
seconds, an unusually large gap in 
a race of this importance, separated 
him from M. W. Firth, who was a 
trifle stronger than Sando. P. Driver 
on one of his better days, was a good 
fourth. 


NORRIS SATISFACTORY 
Pirie Finishes Fast 
Ken Norris, improving with every 


school. race, had a satisfactory day to finish . j 7 . 
W. D. Thomas, secretary of seventh, and Pirie, gradually work- Mike Maynard (Herne Hill) 267, just in ff 
the club, says that this switch to ing up to his best form, was content front of Gordon Pirie (S.L.H.) No. 581, with 


the officials’ side of athietics is lo finish fast filling 12th position. Tony Redrup (Wycombe), Ken Caulder (Surrey 
oly. bemmperaty Top Eire ; eee os heen bhess ry ae A.C.) and Ken Norris (T.V.H.) close behind, on 
mn . rome ondo arriers, the holders, ‘ ; esis ,e ees . “hams 
having three in the first dozen. at as in the Southern Senior C.C, Cham 
Thames Valley packed five men in pionsnip. 
the first 29 positions, but South i 


SURREY — Inter- London just scraped home with 136 


points to Thames Valley's 142. Alan Perkins ran a splendid 
judged race in the Eng 
Cross-Country Champiorish 
at Arrowe Park, Birkenhe: 
Saturday, narrowly heati / 
title-holder F. Sando by 3sec 

Major surprise of the day we 
the absence of the southern chan 
pion S. Eidon, expected by mar 
to win, who had mistaken the tim 
of the start. 

Conditions were better 
pected and although 
stretches where the 
soggy, there was plenty 
going. 


S. LONDON SET PACE 
Pirie Drops Back 


Three South London Harrier 
Firth. P. Driver and D. A. 
set the pace at the start, 
two and a half mi 
back and four othe 


County Cross- 


Country Cham- 


pions. L. to R: 
R. Roath, K. F. 
Caulder, D. A. G, 
Pirie, M. Firth, A. 
Towl, B. T. Bar- 
rett, W. E. Lucas 


(Team Manager), | Cy Cw 
M. R. Maynard, S. (~~ 8 
R. Langridge, J. 


EORGE KNIGHT (Essex) is 
the new inter-counties 
cross-country champion. 

He won the title over a sticky 
*7i-mile course at  Stoke-on- 
Trent yesterday, clocking 40min 
17sec. Brilliant as his running 
was, George did not rely upon 
this alone. 

More than 100 yards behind and 
s down at one stage, 
ed the tactics of a 
he chopped his oppo- 
n one by one to score 
1 victory. 

hire’s Alan Cocking was 
with John Anderson 
imberland and Durham) 
on took third .place 
-and-neck finish” with 
( ssex). d 

of 310 starters 


at the front, 

Perkins led by about 
three miles and stayed 
another mile and a half. 
lropped behind s b 
ndo, Firth and Norris to 
the lead. 

This remained the 
other twa miles when Sa 
tainly Inoked to be all set 
his individual le. 

At eight and a quarter miles F 
made his effort. to go in fron: 
Sando, it with 500 ; 
Perkins timed his effort magnificen 


STRONG FINISH 
Tiring Firth 

He went past the 1 
finished strongly, winn 


didly judged race in 48min Slsec 
good time for this part 


Gerry 
With 2k;miles 
the A.A.A. marathon 
was lying third. *Then 
pled over an Alsatian dog 
run on to the courge. 

Kirkup fell and gashed his knee. 
He finished 37th. North, 21<year- 
old 1957 National Junior champion, 
led for most of the race. q 

Two miles from the finish he had 
a 40 y s d over Knight but 
then North w attacked by-aA bad 
bout of stitch. and could only 
struggle on to finish 18th. * 

After the ace Knight praised 
North f Ss running and said: 
“I'd never have caught him but 
s for that breakdown.” ' 


Pirie 70th 


(Yorkshire) 


te 


ing pair ane 
g a sple 


ee %, ae took* its toll cof Pirie is first 4 2 path cot a 
Gordon e, who finished? 70th. ‘don ae “itis arnt Sando’s finishing ché 
kken (Middlegex), it h e Gordon Pirie, British Olympic Sando took second place 


fend runner, won an international cross- 


npion 3s still not 


behind Perkins in 48min 3 
t. He could only 


country race at La Hulpa, near 


| Brussels. He covered the 5 miles, South London kept the 
caused something sof a | 220 yards in 27min, 29sec. and was rather more comfortably 
Suepr b See gue team | 21 seconds ahead of Maurice van been anticipated. 
title an ‘ y Telegraph " Laere (Belgi : ED. ATRIOS SS, eS Sa eee 
2 trophy packed rt 1 w giuni) 


CONSISTENT ; 
ae RUNNING WINS - 
HE outstandi rformance in Cambridge Harriers’ 
T ayer ey ak Healey an Saturday, over a course of six RO AD REL AY = 
laps of approximately 3} miles each, was undoubtedly 
that of John Morrison of-the home club. 


Running the second leg, 117.44; 14 T.V.H. B, 117.59; 15 Black- BRIGHTON RACE FOR f 


4 heath H. C. 119.27; 16 Maidstone H., 


against strong opposition. he | s19'89. "qcserne diy eldstone, He. 
brought Cambridge Harriers | 1§°“Horsnam Biue Star, 120.07; 19 THA MES VALLEY L 
up from seventh to third | Poly H. B, 120.47; 20 Wigmore’ H., 
position and recorded the day's an H. C, 122.32; 22 City of By JACK CRUMP 
f qe time of oye nates a Rochester 1. 193.33 ‘23 pMitcham Consistently good running by b 
only three seconds outside last|a.c. B. .00; T.V.H. D, 123.08; ; A { 
year’s best time put up b 25 S.LH. D, 124.22, 28 Blackheath B. a team In which there was not ' 
‘Jackie Brown (Belgrave H.) as Micha AO 83324: 29° City a single weakness won Thames 1 
A record number of 42 teams | of Rochester C, 136.59. Valley Harriers the News of the r 
competed for the “Alec| Fastest times recorded were World sponsored national road 
Spalding Trophy, which was|J Morrison (Cambridge HL), relay race from London to | 
retained by Thames Valley}17 mins 47 secs.; Langridge Brighton on Saturda r 
Harriers, who finished just (S.L.H.), 17.51: Herring g y. \ 
ahead of South London} (Blackheath), 17553; Gordon At the end of a very closely 
Harriers, with Blackheath] Pirie (S.L.H.), 17.54; D Pemble fought-out first stage Belgrave : 
third. ' acct agg VOT: Harriers through G. Flanagan 
At_the end of the first lap held a slight lead from Herne Hill 
D Pemble (Aylesford P.M. 


for whom I. Boyd ran well. 


had set up a lead of sever 

| But Thames Valley were close 
| 

| 


seconds over Haith (T.V.H 
with a time of 17 mins, 57 sec 
On the second lap Herring! 
(Blackheath) brought his team 
up from fifth to first place. a 


position that was retained on ‘South London after a splendid 
the third lap by Everard, des- run by S. R. Langridge in the third 


pite strong running by Gordon stage only for P, R. Clark to regain 
Pirie, who had brought S.L.H it for them. . 


T.V.H.s gained the lead DERBY RUN WELL 


the fourth lap, however, 

Se cag st fa pl — 

Eddie Ellis, kept them in that Derby and County, who through- 
position to the final change- out wee A eat ee ey ee 


over. Haslam, running aoe ne of stage five, but Thames Valley were 
lap, Managed to keep Thames up again in front soon afterwards 


) 
) 


behind in third place, and on the 
next stage J. R. Cameron took them r 


to the front. 
They temporarily lost the lead to 


Pirie and 

wife held 

by German 
police 


ORDON PIRIE 


As ts oe hones ee and from this point they gradually 
fine run by Langridge (S.L. improved their position to win in 
RESULTS four hours 29 mins. 14 secs.—an 


excellent time for this 55 miles 
1,060 yard course used for the first 
time. 

South London, holders of the 
trophy for the past four years. had 
held second place just after halfway 
through great efforts by M. W. Firth 
and P. B. Driver and had hopes of 
going in front when D. A. G. Pirie 
took over. 


PIRIE DROPS BACK 
Not At His Best 


Pirie, however, not at his best, 
dropped back and not only were 
South London beaten by Thames 
Valley on this stage, but Derby out- 
ran them to finish second only 2 
mins. 10 secs. behind the winners. 


They were. in fact, hard pressed 
to beat Woodford Green for third 
position 

A number of new stage records 
were created, but because of the re- 
arrangement of the relays on this 
new course some of the value of these 
performances, excellent though they 
were, must be discounted. 


It was, however, one of the finest 
races ever held on this road, and 
only 20 m es separated the win- 
ners from the 20th and last club to 
complete the course, Manchester 
and District Lads Club Harriers— 
an unusually short margin for a race 
of this length. 


sees.i 
th H. 


i, his 

wife, and a friend 
were arrested and held for 
over two hours by German 
police in Freiburg yester- 


day. ; 
They were manhandled into 


a black maria by five police- 
men after Mrs. Pirie and her 
friend, 19-year-old Maureen 
Brazier, had crossed a main 
street in Freiburg against the 
lights. ; 
we oe from Mmgg ot 
last night Gordon Pirie mS 
e News Chronicle: 
turned round from a shop 
window to see Shirley and 
Maureen disappearing into an 
office Jed by a policeman. ; 
“T went across, but couldn’t 
understand much of what was 
going on because the police- 
man was talking in rapid 


yerman, ‘ ' 
ce tried to explain things, 


Thames v thr 29min 14sec, 1; Derby but he got hold of me ens 
q 24,2; § London, 4:32-28 g 7 r 
| Green’ 4-32-39. 41" Shetii threw me out. I went back in 


5: Herne Hill 4-35-2. 6: 
43. 7: Victoria Park (Glasgow), 
Blackheath. 4-37-50. 9: Poly- 
10: Belgrave, 4-38-31, 11: 
4, 12 

of the event was the 
London Harriers, 
ped Derek Ibbotson, 


ce 


and there was a struggle, and 

my arm was injured. ; 
“Then a black maria 

arrived and in front of a large 


PIRIE’S MISSING CAR 
Gordon Pirie. the Olympic run- 
ner, was to-day still seeking his 
car which was stolen from Nor- 
folk-crescent. Paddington, yes- 


= 


crowd we were dragged into 
it by five policemen. 
“About two and a= half 


‘terday. His mother said: “In the 
car was much expensive athletics 


was all my fault,” 
me. ‘“‘I am feel- 


equipment and ai gold wrist Gosced “about Feo 3 no, About, two and a hall 
ai Sing’ chest cold and F F asked. for three marks from 
I have a shocking ee Preparing for his bid to win each of the girls and we were 

ver han Should have on the a place in England’s Empire permitted to leave.” _ 
Games team, Gordon Pirie The Piries, who live at 
trains at Croydon with his Croydon e on a seven-day 


wife, the former Shirley tour of Germany. 


Hampton. 


ross 
40sec.—41sec. 


-:0US best, 


Gordon Piric wins the Pollitt Trophy 880 yards 
from Pau} Abraham at Brighton in Imin. 
55.9sec. ; i : . 
, i ORDON PIRIE, cur- 
rently holder of the ning; jus 
8; 
world 3,000 metres record,|Foord ‘an 


‘ GORDO 


N PIRIE 


. , then qa steady jog 


t a brief handclasp withy,setting for a record. and Pirie de-' 


d third man Mike May- 


demonstrated his versatility |22%4, (nena seady jog 


and then the 2m. at the!tacks 
Pollitt Trophy meeting) 
organised by Brighton Ath- 
letic Club at Brighton Sports 


‘ puts the Cr entals 

Arena, Withdean. \stride, but the public ar 
oa : 2 Sat ay NV). th 1 
Pirie. who was making his|™MlSiterpret tre compl 


first competitive appearance at’ Yet pi; 
Brighton, is no less a dedicated! totany 
athlete than Hugh Foord, whom! controyer 
he beat by two yards in the two! from. it 
miles, But their devotion to 
athletics is on different planes. 


He 


Foord, the Brighton distance! Prokofiev 
runner, allowed that warm glow of | likes ballet, and numbers among! 
his favourites “ The 

Hoffman” and “ Swan Lake.” 
if any tune was running | 


feeling to return when the race 
Was over, He sat at tae track-side 
with his wife and relaxed. 

Pirie, whose training schedule 


I doub 


ieee South London Harr ; 
hy winning -first the 880yd.jand a brief stop to climb into twa 


Now this p 


jugation of fee:: 


filled 


middie-class ¢ 


ier tea 


Relaxes 


‘ie’s ic: 


e-cold bra 
n athieti 


2 what h 


admires the 


through his mend when he started |:nought he would outkick me when! 


er-faced tecianique| 


lg as showing-off. 


we relaxes away 


ste in music. 


and Khatchaturian;' 


with twol/sure that Foord did not get away 


m-mates 


off their} 
e€ apt to 
ete sub- 
in is not 
cs. This 


e calls a 


work of! 


Tales of; 


based on expert scientific advice the two mi-e stretch with 22 
from German coach Woldemar othe The included five in- 
Gerschler, is a rcbot on the track. | ternationals. j 
He showed little elation at win-; Mist, raw co:d and rain was no| 


St 


PIRIE WANTS A 
HAPPY ENDING 


By TOM LYONS 


XNORDON PIRIE made a promising start to his last 
seascn in British athletics by winning the invita- 
tion two miles at Chiswick on Saturday in the Sward 
Troohy meeting. ; 
Britain’s wonder runner is returning to settle in New 
Zealand in October—and he plans to have a great 
finishing season. 
Pirie spent three months 
in New Zealand after the 
Melbourne Olympic Games. 
And since his reurn he has 
been training for an execu- 
tive job in New Zealand, 
He is currently grinding 
out twenty miles every day 
in training. And his big 
ambition before leaving 
Europe is to run again 
against his old rival Vladi- 
mir Kuts, the Russian ace. 


cided on a tactical race making 


1 


A break 


Pirie led at the first lap with 
Foord at his heels, then inter- 
national steeplechaser Tony 
Llewellyn (Walton) tried a break 
but was soon pulled back. | 
_Maynard (Herne Hill) stretched! 
the field out at lap six with al] 
sudden spurt, and suddenly they' 
ere away—Maynard, Pirie and 
Foord. This was the order at the; 
bell, | 

_ Pirie timed his effort in the: 
back straight and raised his pace 
at the jast bend with Foord chal-i 
lenging mightily. A’ quick look; 
behind, and Pirie sprinted away 
from Foord to win in 9min. 19.6: 
sec, Foord was clocked at 9mii. 
20sec. i 
Foord said afterwards: “I! 


I saw him beat Paul Abrahams in! 
the 880yd.” 

Foord has never beaten Pirie on 
the track, but has done the trick 
over cross country. A tivo miles de- 
feat for Foord is a rarity. He was 
beaten once last year by Frank 
Sando, but cannot remember 
another setback. 


Great tussle 


_Paul Abrahams broke early in 
ihe 880yd. He and Pirie were 
shoulder to shoulder on the final 
bend but as the tape neared, those 
spindly legs of Pirie carried him 
to victory in Imin. 55.9sec. The 


watch timed Abrahams only 0.1sec. 
slower. 


} 
{ 
iy 
{ 


‘first in the 


ORDON PIRIE 


miles 


failed gloriously to 


off an amazing —second in the mire 


double at Motspur Park, 
Surrey, last night. 


First he won the two 
miles. Twenty minutes} put pointed 
later he was beaten into 
second place in the mile. 
. And the mile was the 
race he had intended to 


in 8m. 51.6s- 


Convincing win 

Gordon Pirie was a convincing 
winner of the three miles, He ran 
a very even race, going into the 
‘lead from Roland Langridge soon 
lafter the first lap. 
| He reached the mile in 4min. 
:35.4sec., and surrendered the lead 
to Mick Firth in the fifth lap. But 
he went in front again at two 
‘miles, reached in 9min. 15sec. 

Firth stayed with Pirie until 200 
yards from the finish. Then Pirie 
put in an electric spurt that car- 
ried him into a ten yards’ lead 
and made him an easy winner. 

Three. Miles.—D. A. G. Pirie (South 
London-H.);°1; M. Firth (South London 


Hs 25°S. R. (South London 
HJ. 5 i 


only too pleased to agree, 
out that he 
would have only a short 
breather until the mile. 


But Pirie was confident 


THE TWO MILES —and won looking round 
WASN’T! . 

Pirie asked. at the last 
minute if he could race for 
the A.A.A. against London 
University in the two miles. 

Astonished officials were 


Top Class 


This was a top class time, 
considering that he had to 


Now 
mile.” 


Unfortunately for Pirie, 
Brian Kent-Smith, 22, the 
son from North 
Devon, who is fighting for 
in the Empire 
Games team, raced away in 
the last quarter to win in 
4 mins. 9.2 secs. 


Happy 


Pirie, who was nearly two 
‘seconds slower, gasped at 
| the finish: “I couldn’t raise 
a@ sprint” ... but he was 
still happy about his per- 
, formance. 


farmer’s 


a place 


REAR Saha A AEE ANS AO Fy TAR RE 9 I MAE LOSS REE BIT EN EET SPE ES LIES PN LE ST TE RE 


set the .pace for a mile 
and a quarter. 
Afterwards Pirie said: 
“I'm feeling very good. 
I’m ready for the 


; GORDON PIRI 
) an easy winner it 
» two miles at Mo 
: Park last nig! 


) ( J 
PR we x 
ng AD od DANiting 
: — Am4R- lav uly 
PIRIE IN ACCIDENT Se Soe ed ee a SS ‘a. 
Gordon Pirie, the famous 

English Tunner, who is to com- 
pete in the 3 miles to-night and 
im the mile against Delany, ood | 
| 8nd Hewson to-morrow, was in-. 
‘volved in a motor accident yester- 
,day in Dublin on his way from 

‘ Collinstown. , 
‘ He said last evening that he. 
-Was feeling shaken up but that! 
he would run to-night and to- 
morrow. i 

“I’ve got to,” he added. “The 
Trish public have been very good 
to me and have always treated 
jee well, and I owe it to them 
0 run,” 


The car in which Pirie was 7, 
travelling was forced to pull up — i |} US. 
when a car in front stopped, oP 
and another car, which was 
following, ran into Pirie’s car, ' 
Pirie was thrown up against the 
windscreen, taking Most of the 
force of. the jar on his hands, 
but the bucket seat of the car 
‘hit him on the shoulders, and 
last night his shoulder blade was 
very sore. 

He was’ treated by a doctor 
‘who told him that nothing was 
broken, but he told me he was 
suffering from. shock. 


PIRIE BEATEN 
Great Three Miles 


The three miles produced a greats 
race between D. A. G. Pirie—who 
appeared to have suffered no wall. 
effects from the car crash in which§ 
he was invelyed last night—andg 
D. G. Ibbotgon, who finally won. 3 

After the Dublin runner, B 
Messer, had led until the last lap, § 
Pirie and Ibbotson sprinted past him 
with 300 yards to go and had a tre-§ 
mendous tussle. 

Showing some:hing like his old 
form, Ibbotson's fAnishing burst was : 


faster and stronger, and in irresis- 
tible style he came away from Pirie 
in the home straight to win in 
ldmin 0.7sec, beating Pirie by 15 
yards. 


x = , 


; sa OS ee ir; 
Delany crossing the finishing line to win the mile from Brian Hewson and Derek Ibbotson at Santry 


BO SSING a perfectly judged race, Ronnie Delany (Ireland), Olympic 
Games 1,500 metres champion, sent 15,000 Irish Supporters. wild with 


| delight at the new Santry Stadium last night where he strengthened his posi- 
PIRIE LEADS—The fourth lap of the three miles flat open tion as best competitive miler in the world to-day by a comparatively easy 


victory over a combined force of England’s best runners in Derek Ibbotson, 
D. Ibbotson (Gt. Britain), the winner, at Santry Iast night. the world’s fastest miler, Brian Hewson, and Gordon 


The time did not matter, for 
a Delany always runs to win 
;rather than beat the clock, and 
he was not letting anything 
upset his customary style last ; 
night. and Eldon before the third bend. : 
“Qn , } 

man was in fourth — position gamely trailing the Irishman, 
behind the pace-maker British could make no impression on 
trio, S. Eldon, Ibbotson and M. | him in the run home to the tape, | 
H Beresford, with Brian Hewson three yards seperating them at 
' Just behind him as they reached the finish 

the frist bend—and so they re- ; | 
mained throughout three MAGNIFICENT EFFORT 


nobody attempting to relieve git Was a magnificent effort by 

Eldon and force the pace, — voung ale 2 eek i. tie 

S a lone green singlet in the | 

due te Sg ietind eee in | 78Ce against the combined forces 

; Ae "ge quarter was done ‘in of four of the best known names 

i Sow Bae the half-mile | jy English middle distance run. 
o \ 2 4 . 


2 . Secs, and | ning- -Hewson, Ibbotson, Pirie | 
the three-quarter mile in 3 min. and Beresford. 


' 10 secs., which left a record of 
any kind out of the reckoning. 
When » min 5. secs. 
nounced for the half mile it was 
obvious that the time would not 
be in the 4 min. region, but the 
\ crowd did not mind. 
{ They were urging on their 
H favourite with cheers at every 


corner, in contrast to the pre- 


By W. P. MURPHY 


vious night when the corners 
were deserted, and when he 
made-his move 300 yards from 
the tape the crowd in the 
stand came to their feet, and 
the terracing exploded into 


: f 4 i vocal thunder, 

an me : _ re j . j i i x * ' Ibbotson h j = — 
Illustrious opponents before the invitation mile at Santry Stadium last night are (lett to right) : . trams Bitton ee lewee Pg Md 
R. Delany, D. Ibbotson and B. Hewson, all of whom are sub-four-minute milers, and G. 


was right behind Delany as the 
Pirie, world record holder for 3,000 metres, 


; 
a) 4 a a 
a ; / Pa 1 ( } 
ry {2 [- / - } de 2 \ & a 
Bins DRS Games F ue Cy aeas.8 Aa Cae 
ee Ts dM Let 
OOM. eRe 3 e HOSE two amazing fiends of the track, . 
VO vag | 
E LX 3 FU YA 04 . Gordon Pirie and Derek Ibbotson, met 
- J w~wneorwnreorrn— ne = Fi 


twice yesterday in events two hours and 15 
a miles apart—and twice thrilling finishes gave 
Pirie the victory. 


x In the two miles at the White City Ibbotson 


finished third, but only a second behind Pirie, Then, 


in the Watford open Sports, Pirie made it a double, 
beating Ibbotson into second place with a two-yard, 
three-fifths-of-a-second victory in the mile. 


The smallest fraction 
——Mmatlest tracrion 


ra The first Pirie triumph was obtained only by the flash 
of the photo-finish camera. The thickness of a film was 
just about all you could Squeeze between Pirie’s chest 
= thrusting into the tape and the man he robbed of victory, 
Hungary’s Miklos Szabo, at the end of eight laps of cunning 

running. 
How the cheers exploded,.rending the grey day with a 
burst of joy, to welcome the near-forgotten thin man back 
to the top rank. This was vintage Pirie, a performance 


SATISFIED 


a aC ; t that delighted even himself. Ungiven to shows of emotion, 
CLOSE FINISH I oPrnin eho Enercon , Pirie fairly danced off the track to embrace his wife, Shirley. 
one : -with his back-marker efforts in Stan Eldon, the three-miling 
fr mith (N, Zealand) wins the half-mile and mile. - policeman from Reading, drew 
the 880 yards International race He reflected on his times — the field at the beginning, with 
U. Landy tite ‘ar Pie Imin, 55.7sec. for the half and | guns pumping like a Zatopek. 
Missalla. (Wo Galcmens a at. 10.9sec. for the mile—and i Behind him, like hungry blood- 
to-day’s British Games at 


hounds, came Ibbotson, Szabo, 
White City. The finish was “VM_ SATISFIED, PM RUN- 


and Pirie. ; 

NING BETTER AT THIS ! 
eh. ys S TIME - 

1.4 pg ant pa OF THE YEAR THAN [ HAVE 
iSieth sha maaan EVER DONE BEFORE OVER 


' 


THESE SHORTER DISTANCES.” 


Pirle plans to Trace a lot this , 
week and then concentrate on 
& week’s hard training, “ That is 
how I've come into form in 


previous seasons,” he informed 
me, 


In the final thrilling quarter- 
mile they jockeyed for position, 
nobody wanting to lead, 


Now, with 200 yards to Zo, 
Ibbotson leapt past Eldon and 
went sweeping into the final 
curve. Szabo, bald head bobbing 
madly, flung himself in pursuit, 


Entering the straight Szabo 
streaked past Ibbotson. And 
now came Pirie’s magnificent 
raking stride — pulling back 
Szabo's ten-yard lead 


Had Pirie made it? A three- 
minute wait—and then the 
giant cheer broke as Pirie was 
announced winner and the pair 
credited with equal time—8min. 
46.4sec. Ibbotson was a second 
behind them, 


At Watford Pirie won the 
mile event in 4min. 15. 78e¢, 
Ibbotson was two yards behind, 
and again had every chance to 
win. No quarter was asked for 
or given. 


Just to prove it 
Sace TY Prove 


t,, They let the local lads make 
‘the pace until 150 yards from 
home. Then Ibbotson jumped. 
past Pirie, who threw’ every- 
thing into the chase, quicki 
drew alongside round the bend, 
and then pulled steadily 
‘with Ibbotson vainly in pu 


Smiled Pirie: "A good ending 
to my Bank Holiday." And 
Ibbotson said: “I'm very tired. 


Gordon does three times as 
much training as me. and 
recovers more quickly.” 


TOO CLOSE TO TELL. P Szabo 
(5), pass the winni WW-post SO Cc running two } 
mi re eye could not sepa rotograph (lelt) 


showed it was so close a t as given the verdict by 
1-200th of a second. Ibbotson (19) was a Second behind them. 


H 
aszlo Kovacs, of Hungary, ! 
an im the place of his 
countryman, Istvan Rozsa- 
volgyi, in the international 
mile and this is what hap- 
pened ! Konare 5 


RT 


- FINE WIN 
BY PIRIE 


[THERE was a better attend- 

ance at Monday’s meeting 
and the spectators were well 
rewarded by the last race of the 
day, which brought together for 
the’ first time over a mile Gor- 
don Pirie and Derek Ibbotson. 
| Pirie, straight from his two- 
miles success at the White 
City, was surprisingly fresh 
and did the double over Ibbot- 
son in a new track record of 
4min. 15.7sec. Ibbotson’s time 
was given as 4min. 16.3sec., 
| while Watford’s Mike Wiggs 
was third only half a second 
away. 


| J. Seymour 
{the pace for 


(Wickham) set 
the first two laps 


and the half-way stage was 
reached in 2min. 3.5sec. Wiggs 
took up the running on the 


third lap and led at the three- 
quarter mark, which was 
[reached in 3min. 14.3 sec. 
| Pirie took the lead running 
down the back straight and held 
off Ibbotson’s challenge round 
the home bend to run in a good 
iwinner, 


Gordon Pirie beats Dere 


On Saturday Gordon Pirie (above and in front) led the way 

home in a 1,500metres race at Croydon ena... on 

Sunday he again led the way in a 3,000 metres event in 

Amsterdam. Ilis time was 8 min. 21.5sec and he defeated 
Herman Buhl, of East Germany. 


his 


—~ 
5 \ 
i 


k Ibbotson to the tape in an exciting finish to the mile. 


EASY VICTORY FOR 
GORDON 
C. SMITH’S RECORD 


Gordon Pirie, the 
metres 
return to f 
fortable victor 2 
at Croydon on Saturday. 


PIRIE 


world’s 3,000 
holder. cqntinued 
n with a com- 
n the 1,500 metres 


record 


in the Brockman Trophy : 
his race in 


30 yards ahead 


r 
| 
} 
| 
| 
$ 
t 
| 


+ 


He raced on the same ‘track two 


GRIT WINS 


WO brave girls, 
; Shirley Pirie and 
Madeleine Weston, stole 
the thunder in the 
women’s A.A.A. cham- 
pionships at Motspur 
Park. yesterday. 


Salute Shirley Pirie.§ 
Last year, in Sweden, she § 
snapped an Achilles ten- § 
don. An operation fol- 
lowed. For months. the 
issue was in doubt—would 
Shirley run again ? 

hirley’s. determination, 
plus that of husband 
Gordon, told, 


WELL DONE 


On a hard, windy day, she 
equalied the British quarter- 
mile record of 56.4s. (one- 
tenth of a second outside 
the world record), repeating 
the time she returned in the 
heats on Friday 


SHIRLEY PIRIE... she equalled the women’s 440 yards 
record for the second time in 18 hours. 


SHIRLEY PIRIE 


Pirie wins 


BRITISH SUCCESSES IN 
AMSTERDAM 


AMSTERDAM, Sunday.—D. A. G. 


e 
in the 
e 
rain Pirie won the 3,000 metres in the 
Olympic Day athletics meeting here 


[IS view of the conditions Gordon to-day. 
bie arn quite pleased with He clocked 8 min 21.6sec comfort- 
“ Pict ng Smin, 21.6see. time ably to beat H, Buhl, of East Ger- 
n : msterdam on Sunday. “It many, whose time was 8min 22sec. 
me powing with rain,” he Pirie and Buhl slipped the field 300 
sald, “and the track was really metres from the tape, and Pirie, re- 


churned up as it has beer : isti 
as it has been used sisting the challenge of the German. 
for speedway racing.» finished strongly. ‘ 


years ago but it was then in 
ood shape. “There doesn't 
seem to be much publie enthu- 
Slasm for athleties there." he 
said, “but those taking part are 
setting up good standards,” 


Shirley Pirie finishing the 
quarter-mile in 56.4s. at 
Motspur Park. 


DOUBLE 


Praise the PIRIES! Gordon 
leads the way with a smart week- 
end double, winning the 3,000 
metres in Amsterdam yesterday 
in 8mins. 21.6secs. to follow-up 
his victory in a 1,500 metres race 
at Croydon on Saturday. 

His wife, Sk ey, won the 
440 yards title in the women's 
AAA championships in 56.4sees. 
to equal the English native, 
national and all-comers’ records 
—for the SECOND time in two 
days. 

But 


in Amsterdam yesterday 
she dropped down to the 100 
metres and could only finish 
sixth, Heathér Young won the 
race in 11.7sec, 


Gays ee ae ee OS ee ee oe eee ASAE EL, ETL VIC VY, OS AAA SO 
form, this means breaking the English three-mile record. 
“J will do to Eldon what I did to him at the White City two-mile on Whit- 
wt” teats 2, nes Monday,” says Pirie. In that race, after Eldon had worked hard at the 
front, Gordon sprinted to snatch victory on the last lap. 
Pirie is not boasting. Since his return from New Zealand he has quietened. 


PIRIE TREATS THE FANS TO “pills not boating, Sine is return fom New Zealid he has quite 
; | | PIRIE wife Shirley’s name from the Empire Games team—after her great runs in 
YEAR Ss BEST Ser eee eA heed 4 Foo ee ee the W.A.A.A. Championships last 

: : ; = | : week. 


Peet) ok a ong Nee ea Oe 


ag eae 


| “In 1952 officials said Shirley was too 

‘ : - : |young for the Olympic Games,” says 
|Gordon. “Two years later Shirley was 
‘only put into the European Games team 
‘at the last minute—and then finished 
ahead of any other British girl.” 


NOT BIG ENOUGH ? 


pe added that Shirley was dropped 
for the 1956 Olympics—and now her 
name kas been left out of the Empire 
Games. 
| I wonder if Shirley’s trouble {s belonging 
| to a small club, the Phoenix ? 
While Gordon goes for the ; 
Southern three miles, Derek 
i , Ibbotson, without much si 
opposition, runs at Man- 
| chester White City, in the 
Northern_ three, ! 
Pirie, Eldon and Ibbotson 
are certs for Cardiff. Itbot- 
son's shake-up win aver Aus- 


Britain’s top athletes 


on record form 


at Heathfield Sports 


HORTLY after 4 o’clock, the tall, thin, track-suited 
figure of the modern enigma of British athletics, 
Gordon Pirie, emerged from the relative darkness of the 
dressing rooms and jogged out to face Saturday’s brilliant 
sunshine and the curious eyes of the spectators at the 


Heathfield Sports at Stompond Lane, Walton. tralian Mervyn Tincoln at 

A few warming-up exercises before he stripped down j Wile Wee ootheeees on es 
and then Pirie was ready to do battle with three other «inches of liquid oud. 
Internationals for the mile-race honours. Taking the } 
outside lane, Pirie was lying a comfortable second at the } 
first bend with John Disley at his heels. | 

And that \ ill the order _ Kos \ 
at the end of two laps, Com- i e 
pleted. oo 60.1 m: me oe C Ps ; ‘ : fy ; | 4 A. vei i MS 
seconds—times whic ade ae i p) 2 ~ aly fi =i, / i 
oo ps ive “Worceainiten ss fei | DSN [i ak IX ) LG bs CS . LA TES ERS | 


a possibility. With the lead- 
ing man lagging, first Pirie 
and then Disiey moved out to 
overtake but at the third lap 
bell, it was Disley who took 
the lead from Pirie with the 
rest of the field strung out 
behind, 


PIRIE MOVES UP 
" 


st bend of 


ELDON WINS | 
WITH PIRIE — 
TRAILING 


“When he’s good, he’s very, very good,” sums up the 


controversial Gordon Pirie. At Stompond Lane, 
Walton, on Saturday, he showed the fans some of his 


Pirie began to best form, beating Olympic athlete John Disley to the QTAN ELDON, 21-year-old 
am ——. tape in a time of 4 minutes 4.7 seconds—the fastest KI Windsor policeman,, arrived | 


just in time for the Southern 
Counties Three Miles champion- | 
ship at Uxbridge yesterday and } 
then went much too fast. for 


in Britain. 


tana annnnnnnnnw © 


tee eaukt’ the time of the year for the mile 


four minutes 


| Gordon Pirie, George Knight, 
t pa and the rest. | 
am In fact, his runaway win in 


Internationa: vest which 13min. 37-66ec. is the ie. ne 
breasted the tape wit 2um- in Britain his year, one-fitt: 
berless Disiey niea yards second faster than another Eldon 
Behind, s€N e =Cyaras | run, Pirie ran into second place 


35 yards behind. 


Hven though Pirie was After half a mile Eldon shot away 


Stan’s 


PIRIE ON — 


side 60 seconds on the last into a 40-yard lead as though he 
lap, his fin g time was were running a mile. The opners 
still 4.7 seconds outside the i“ lacked the rae owas away on 
four-minute barrier. But it i 1 pal a Ce, pee age 

was nevertheless the fastest | ie Tn the last mile Pirie. Knight, and 


started 


mile of the year so far in 
country. 
time of 4 m 


nutes 


-conds may earn na 
place in the Welsh teara for 
the re Gan where he 


Opposed by W. 
at Heathfi 
1 in the 


and D 


FINAL LAP 


3 HIS is Gordon 
+ Pirie’s last 
season. “Only a 
miraculous per- 
formance will 
make me run 
again,” he says. 

Already committed to re- 
turn to New Zealand in 
October, he will drive over- 
land with six passengers to 
South Africa and go on by 
boat to Australia. 

“I cannot afford to 
continue running,” — says 
Gordon. He is certain of 
that, but far less sure whajy 
he will do on the track. 

Pirie wants to run in 
the mile and the _ three 
miles at the Empire Games 
and probably the 5,000 
metres in the European 
Games _ in Stockholm—tf 


selected, 
He is training harder 
than ever—forty quarter 


miles on one Sunday alone. 


Joke... 


..- 48 on poor old 


Gordon Pirie. 
Stan is P.-c. Eldon, 
winning the 


Southern Counties 
three miles. And 
a long way behind 
—out of sight—is 
Pirie. 


{ shman John Mei 
te hace the pacemaking, but they 
could not catch the policeman. | 
This was a tremendous effort by 
iMldon. who had been on special 
[duty at Ascot last week. 

| “T'ye been away from home from 
eight in the morning until eight at 
night, and done hardly any traln- 
ling,” he said. ‘I expected to get 
iabout fourth place today 


By ROSS HALL 


} JORDON PIRIE, the Angry 
| Young Man of athletics, upset 
the plans of England’s Empire Games 


selectors yesterday. 
' He announced he would not run in the 


three miles at the Kinnaird Trophy meeting 


fiat Chiswick on Saturday. 


After that race, the seiectors will name the 
man who joins Peter Clark, Stan Hidon and 
Derek Ibbotson in the Empire event at Cardiff 
jnext month. e 
I know the A.A.A.thought Pirie would run. 

, As he has the fastest 
time for the distance this 
seascn and Is also world 
3,000 metres record holder, 


he must have been fav- 
ourite to win. 
Ridiculous 
His decision not to 


compete has put the 
selectors on the spot, 


Yesterday Pirie declared: 
“T never intended running 
in this event. 

“TI considere the idea of 


three miles nonsensical, 
and Derek Ibbotson’s omls- 
sion from the mile ridicu- 
lous, 

“But,” he insisted, “my 
decision not to run in the 
three miles on Saturday 


leaving a place open in the: 


had nothing to do with the 
Empire Games selection.” 


Yet Pirie, already named 
for the Empire mile, dearly 
wanted to run in the three 
miles at Cardiff as well. A 
good performance on Satur- 
day would have seen to 
that. 

Pirie says he will run In 
the half mile at Chiswick. 

He explained: “ The Kin- 
naird meeting is an inter- 
club affair, and I am run- 
ning according to the needs 
of my club, South Londen 
Harriers.” 


MM. Rawson (Birchfield H.) pips 


| Empire Games selectors are on the spot” 


NON'T RUN IN 
3 MILES 


GORDON PIRIE 


: By ROY MOOR 


GHOULD Gordon Pirie fill 
I the three miles vacancy 
in England’s team for the 
Empire Games? | am offer- 
ing guinea$ for the best post- 
cards received by tomorrow, 

The selectors have nominated 
Pirie for the mile only at the 
Cardiff Games, and will make a 
final choice for the three miles 
after the Kinnaird title race at 
Chiswick on Saturday. 

But that day Pirie runs for his 
club in the 880 yards instead, 
That is why | am asking: Should 
the selectors nominate Pirie for 


the Empire three miles as well as 


the one mile ? 

My first guinea 
D. Goodrich of uron Road, 
Tooting Bec, London, who writes: 

“Pirie MUST be nominated for 
the three miles! He is the most 
versatile runner ever produced, 
with a time of tmin, 53sec. for 
$80 yards and°28min, 19.4sec. for 
six miles! His combination of 
speed and stamina has enabled 
him to outsmart such as Zatonek, 
Reiff, Kuc, itharos, Chataway, 
Santee and Ibbotson. 

“ Give that place to Pirie.” 


Kinnaird 


Great Finish 
Mike Rawson (Birchfiel 
ri won the half-mile from 
New Zealander, Don Smith, who 
is at Oxford University, in an ex- 
citing fin 


al 


leading. 
nt after 
stars, and 
, three yards 


gone in 
badly at 
1im at le 


SE eae 


oes to Mr. G 


Trophy 880 


Gordon Pirie at the tape in the first heat at Chiswick ten 


: 


| 
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-PIRIE IS IN 3 MILES 


O Gordon Pirie will run for England in the Empire 

Games 3-miles at Cardiff next month after all. And 

so | should think, writes Doug Wilson. Pirie was added 
to the list when the rest of England team for the Games 
were chosen last night. 

Why he was not picked when the original selections were 

‘ made six days ago I just can’t imagine. 

Stan Eldon, hero of yesterday's British record breaking 6 
miles is, of course, number one choice for this distance, but he 
has been withdrawn from the 3 miles, despite being Britain's 
fastest this year. 

The. selectors have made a wise decision here. After 
yesterday’s record Eldon will be odds-on favourite to take the 


» Empire 6 miles title, but it would be asking too much to expect 


him to grapple with a punishing 3-miles as well. 

Wearing the English colours with Eldon in the Empire six 
miles will be Hugh Foord (Brighton), Martin Hyman (Ports- 
mouth) and Fred Norris (Bolton). 

Mike Bullivant (Birchfield) gets Eldon’s vacant place in the 
three miles. It will be'his first international vest and he has 
certainly earned it. The Metropolitan policeman Dave McCor- 
quodale is another newcomer to ternational honours with 


| his selection for:the shot putt. 


he oe %. 
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STAN LEADS 
PIRIE HOME 


NTS 5 
) T A N ELDON 

(right), new Eng- 
land six-miles-record- 
holder, beat Gordon 
Pirie last night over 
1; miles at Padding- 
ton. Eldon’s time of 


A 


PIRIE?: 96 per cen 
are on his side | 


By ROY MOOR 


GORDON PIRIE should be given the vacancy in E 
land’s team for the three miles at the Empire Gan 
which start at Cardiff on July 18, That was the opin 
of 96 per cent. of readers who entered my postcard co 
petition. 

Earlier this week the selectors nominated him for 1 
mile only. Tonight they fill the vacancy in the three mil 
MR. R. ROWLES, of Lodway Road, Bristol, 4, is in no dot 
about who should be chosen. 


He wins two guineas for’ Pirie = out reasoning. 
this answer to my question: wrote: 
“Should Pirie be picked for “Pirie should NOT 


the three miles?” He wrote: selected for the three m 
case mec run “ bh because :— 

mpire three miles. He is the ee 

only English athlete with the 119 lacked the stamina 
ability to grind the opposition cian Hiaor in the 'S ¢ 
into the track. His fabulous fiir race last weekend.” 
record is proof of his capa- e ast week-end. 


feta : Pirie of yesteryear wo 
bilities, and his current form 
justifies Immediate selection. ey: AP ebace he cat 


Despite the controversy sur- 
rounding him, Pirie maintains 
AN INDOMITABLE WILL TO 
WIN... and that is why ! 
say pick Pirie. He can win 
‘that three-miles gold medal ; 
for us at the Games.” Hyman or Basil Heatley. 

' A&A guinea goes to Mr, R. —Selection should be ba 
‘Kelsey, of Elm Road, Windsor on consistent, impro 
(Berks), for the best Keep- running THIS season.” 


These comments earn halj-guinea consolations: 


‘TEMPERAMENTAL . . . TACTLESS 


peak over three miles, 


—Other men have impro' 
more rapidly than Pirie | 
season and the vacant pl 
should be given to Mal 


@ “ Temperamental, touchy, tactless cepted without complaint.”’ 
and uncooperative he may be-—but Astell, Waterloo Street, Hove ( 
Pirie is still England's best, fastest sex). 


and the most RELIABLE three-mile @ ‘If the selectors omit Pirie 1 


runner,’—-S. Greenberg, Shacklewell the three miles team, it woul 
Lane, Hackney, E.8. oF fantastie 1 leaving out | 

“ t right from the England foot 
® “ Of course, the place must go to team? @=W. Mendelsson, _ Lae 


Pirie, Who is_ picking the Empire 
Games team ? The F.A. selectors ? ” 
G. Warman, Birmingham Road, 
Marlbrook, Bromsgrove (Worcs). 


Crescent, Golders Green, N.W.1 
@ | say Pirie for the three m 
Fair play DEMANDSs it. His 
and present performances, cou 


@ “These iil-judged outbursts by with his future potential, sh 
prominent athletes are becoming ensure his seleotion. It is as sil 
tiresome. Selection is a favour and as that.’—dJ, Blundell, River Y 


decisions by selectors should be ao- 


Isca Road, Caerleon (Mon). 


ELDON BEATS 
PIRIE OVER 
1 MILES 


EXCITING RACE 


By Our Athletics Correspondent 

On a rain-soaked tracks S. E. 

Eldon, the A.A.A. six miles 
, champion, scored a great win 
‘over D. A. G, Pirie in the 
| Queen’s Park Harriers 14 miles 
‘invitation event at Paddington 
last night. 

After J. Baines, of Shaftesbury, 
had led for half a mile, Eldon 
went into the lead and was the 
head of the field at the one mile 
mark in the good time of four 
min. 20.6 sec. 

Pirie took over the lead in the fifth 
lap but the real battle came in the 
final quarter mile in which Pirie and 
Eldon fought it out stride by stride. 

Eldon proved tne stronger and 
faster in the finish and won in 6min 
27.6sec, Pirie finishing second in 6min 
28.4sec, with the Olympic steeple- 
chaser E. Shirley, third, some dis- 
tance back in 6min 35.4sec. 

It was another brilliant perfor- 
mance by Eldon who conclusively 
showed that in addition to his 


remarkable stamina he also can 
produce exceptional speed when 


required. 


= Vay. ( fe Ae 6 ‘a 
By “Nomad” ~~. 4 ee § ANGE [1H cA 
UST OVER seven years ago, but then on the back straight NGLAND’S | selection yar er pe “5 A 
Gordon Pirie, cf South Lendon| Piris produced a typicallly t tendon Paste tor | UNA AS i : 
_Harriers, then a comparatively devastating final effort and he . 0 raon : mea Qi (- wees) EES 
unknown runner, came to South- drew steadily away to break the the Empire Games three . a 
ampton’s- Sports Centre and] tape 40 yards ahead of his rival. miles at Cardiff next i 
caused a stir at the men’s Ryaer Hyman clocked 14 mins 3.4 secs, 
Trophy meeting by winning the| over six seconds faster than his month has saved ath- ~ = oven ee 


mila second string in 4min. 14.4sec. 
a new ground record, and nearly 
/14 seconds faster than the winning 
‘first string miler’s time. 

At the same meeting his club- 
mate Llovd Morgan also broke the 
‘groand record for the three miles 
with a time of 14min, 38sec. 

Since those days Pirie has made 
a great name for himself. and -it 
‘was as the world’s fastest 3,000 
metres runner that he returned to 
the Sports Centre for Saturday’s 
Ryder Trophy meeting to steal the 
headlines again with another 
brilliant performance that pro- 


Gordon Pirie and Martin 
Hyman pictured just after 
the bell in the three miles. 


vided the hi 
noou. 


light of the aiter 


ground record-breaking “effort of 
last week, while Llewellyn was way 
behind third in the field of 14 in 14 
mins 27.2 seconds: 

Pirie’s performance: watched by 
his wife was ‘all the more im- 
pressive because conditions did not 
help him, the track being still on 
the soft side after the rain earlier 
in the week. “I thoroughly enjoyed 
myself” he told me afterwards. 

At the same meeting in 1954-by 
the way Pirie’s brother Peter won 
the three miles in 14 mins 28.8 
secs, while his own 1951 one-mile 
ground record stood for four years 


still stands to this dav 


Peter Driver beat it with a 
time of 4 mins 9.8 secs and that 


‘letics from one of the 
‘biggest rows since the 
‘war, 

Pirie, not originally named 
for the race, was so deter- 
mined to run in the three 
:miles at Cardiff that he 
‘made an approach to the 
Scottish AAA to represent 
them. , 

Gordon’s father, Alick, ran 
for Scotland in the interna- 
tional cross country race in 
1926. 

' Nor is that all, as Pirie re- 
vealed to Norris McWhirter. 


Second move 


+ When the Scots could not 
-see their way to having 
.the Yorkshire-born Pirie in 
their team, the world 3,000 
metres record holder was all 


; set to start negotiations with ° 


‘the Bermuda governing body. 

His father was born on this 
West Atlantic island. 

Now Pirie is quite happy 
because he will be wearing 
the English rose in both the 
mile and the three miles. 

He’s certainly unorthodox, 
this man Pirie. But I can’t 
fail to admire his spirit. 


WE said, rather reluctantly, “farewell” to Gordon Pirie at Croydon Arena on Wednes- 
day evening. But we gave an enthusiastic welcome and a great big “hello” to 6ft. 
Bob Harvey, who recently moved from Thornton Heath to Sydenham. 


For, as surely. as one star fades from the scene, so another takes its place, and we 
can look forward to some performances by the modest Harvey which will continue to 
carry Croydon’s banner high in the athletic world in maintaining the tradition which 

the great Pirie has firmly established. —— 

Nineteen just two weeks ago, ; ————————_ his heels, the first lap of the 
the insurance clerk captured all-important British Empire rea ioe ee fiat nee 
the imagination of everyone | Games? 


: ‘at the half-mile with 2min 0.1 
present at the “Croydon| None it seemed. No punches|sec. on the clock, but at the 
Times” meeting with his tre- 


were pulled as they tried to| bell (83min. 7.2sec) Pirie con- 
mendous 1 min. 53sec. victory 


1 a respective events Rhodesian and John Davies, the 
in the -yards, : : 
It was the highlight of an y And so it remained, The 
eg Conceded lead elusive sub-four, minute mile 
\ ly aT] 2 " Pre as o » 
letics which saw the cream of slipped from Pirie as the three 
Britain’s runners rubbing Sullivan from Rhodesia. For stan le: , - r a5 
shoulders with competitors ee the one mile it ot the aid Fisle, Boke ery 
Ghana, }00Ked as though he would yaras from home he thrust 
British Guiana, South Africa i i iti 
pgs makin his last competitive . * ; ‘ 
and Rhodesia. How many eoneeaiinn im ‘es renee town, the slender lead until he 
secrets were they holding from * ‘ ¢ crossed the line in 4 minv 9.2 
- The dozen runners soon see,—a new meeting record by 
forthcoming clash again in the a good pace and, with Pirie on ian only .5 seconds behind! 
“It was a good night and I 
had hoped to do a 3min. 59 
“I moved well in practice on 
Sunday when I did a 2min. 
57.6sec for three-quarters of a 
As an afterthought, Pirie told 
me that he had had a touch of 
food poisoning since Monday and 
days had been a few hours 
vefore the meeting. 
What bad luck! But his vic- 
his other feats will be held in 
the highest esteem by his local 


Belgrave Harrier. 
outstanding evening of ath- 
There was tall, moustacheoed  jyattied away down the back 
from New Zealand, Mise . eee . 
eclipse our Gordon, who Was ast Sullivan and clung. to 
each other in view of their strung out as Dick Baines set 7.8 seconds—with the Rhodes- 
sec.,” he told me afterwards. 
mile.” 
that his first square meal in two 
tory on that evening plus all 
come. 


A tense moment in the 


mile race. The bell has 
been sounded and Pirie 
(in rear) finds the going 
tough as he _ relinquishes 
the lead to Sullivan and 
Davies. But the Croydon 
runner made sure he was 
not in the same position 
when the three passed that 
same spot again. 


Winning the threa miles in: 
superd style in 13 minutes 57 | 
seconds he clipped 12.8 seconds 
off the ground record set un only | 
last Wednesday by Southamp- a 
ton University student Martin | ra | 
Hyman in the triangular match 
between the Universities Ath- 
letic Unicon, the Army and 
Hampshire. 

Appropriately encugh, it was 
Hyman, running for smouth é 
AC and like Pirie, a member of the | 
England team for the Em; 
Games at Cardiff later this month. 
who had a hand in the South ' ; ' 
-Londou man's record-breaking | * 
effort. for he set the pace in a! i ‘ 
memorable race and finished 
second. ! 


TERRIFIC FINISHING SPURT 
From the end of the third 
quarter-mile lap until about 250 
yards from the tape Hyman siaved 4 
a yvard in front of 
another Eng! 
Tony Llewellyn ] 
behind place. 
At the bell, which Hyman 
reached in 12min, 56.4sec. there 


a a a ar nal cl ae Nae i dee,” © Bila oe 


Gordon Pirie, who made his Jast com 

; creo eae on Wednesday e 
F of a suitcase and’ cons % 

(ald. He Look. Kendell) ter ag 

vinning the mile event 

, ‘Croydon Times” meetin 

“Cranmer. 


mvetitive appearance at 
vening, is handed his vrize 
t by the Mayor of Croydon 
for his splendid performance in 
one of the highlights of the 
g& Looking on jg Mr F Ww 


and - 


FoR IN THE 
Apu hs. 
THREE MILES 


LIKE THs a 


To SPECTATORS 


PUFF PUFF 


Dont deny it Sir. TO SUMMON 


{ Know When I'm Cunning 
at 66 MPH. 


LOANED Hil His WHISTLE . 


WEARY PIRIE 


Comes in 12th 


The rudest blow of all came 
through the magnificently thorough 
three-mile victory of S. E. Eldon, who 
is in the six miles at Cardiff. Over 
half a lap behind him a weary Pirie 
Qed in 12th. An even wearier 
Ibbotson had dropped out after two 
miles. 

Neither looked likely to bea serious 
force at Cardiff to-morrow week and 
the selectors } now have to think 
hard about their choice for the 5.000 
metres in Stockholm. The only Eng- 
lish competitors to make any show 
behind Eldon, were P. R. Clark. who 


finished and G. Knight, last 
——" Ss ie hero, who finished 
ifth, 


Eldon was described by someone as 
the front runner to end all front 
’ and. with shoulders rolling 
and arms across chest, he had the 
field strung ou: on Saturday with a 
remarkable four minute 17.6 first 
mile. 

At this point he was 25 vards ahead 
of a very brave Kenyan, Maiyoro, who 
ran alone in second place throughout 
Another 25 var nd came Pirie, 


on and 

: that, 1 question was 
Eldor Id beat Ibbotson’s 

n all-comers record of last vear 


20 8. A second mile in 4 min 

him up with the clock Sut 

no one to keep him going the 

: ; i a . pace beg Though te 

Stan Eldon (Windsor & Eton A.C.), finished with a last quarter, he 
the A.A.A, 3 miles Champion. Was 1.6sec 0 he record. 


SMILING MILERS 


England’s Gordon Pirie and 


Neville Scott 


(New Zealand), 


SEE WHldgw Ff Ul 


By J. B. G. THOMAS 
OUND and round they went, 
lap after lap, the most dis- 
cussed athletes in the Empire 
Games—Gordon Pirie and Derek 
Ibbotson, and athletes from all 
nations watch them on the train- 
ing track at the St. Athan 
Empire Village (writes J. B. G. 
Thomas). 
Are they finished? Will they hit 


the headlines again? Can they 


recapture the glory that was 
theirs? 

Pressmen, officials, and compe- 
titors from all countries watched 
these two famous athletes 
undergo a hard work-out yester- 
day in an attempt to get mentally 
and physically fit for next week’s 
great tests at the Arms Park, 

Their opponents believe they 
are “burnt out,” and say Pirie 
“killed” himself chasing Kuts at 
Melbourne, and Ibbotson, by his 
fantastic series of races last year. 

Will they prove the critics 
wrong? The facts supporting the 
argument say “No!” but even a 
100 Pressmen and critics could be 
wrong! 

No comment 

‘The two athletes offer no com- 
ment, but all Wales is wondering. 
“Can they reach top form again?” 

It is an old tag that champions 
never come back, but the great 
crowd at the Arms Park will 
make their voices heard if the TV 
favourites of British athletics do 
come back. 

Douglas Alastair Gordon Pirie 
runs in the mile heats a week 
tomorrow. and George Derek 
Ibbotson in the three miles next 
Tuesday. 

Will it be their “swan-song” or 
their big “come-back?” 

Welshmen will watch eagerly 
for they like nothing better than 


. Two of 

England’s runners in this 

event_are those controver- 

sial characters GORDON 

PIRIE and DEREK IBBOT- 

SON, seen (left) during a 
training run. 


COMPANION: 
FOR PIRIE 


in step at Paddington as 
they practised for the 
Empire Games ... Gordon 
Dien hn 


around 


to see great stars fighting back 
against criticism and lack of form. 
They are not ready to applaud 
ingratitude. 

The practice track at St. Athan 
provided a feast of colour as the 
young men and women of all 
nations trained together. 

Canadians, Australians, West 
Indians, Indians and South 
Africans were all at the starting; 
blocks t.gether, and there were! 
no “incidents,” and they all 
thoroughly enjoyed themselves, 


Terry Sullivan ot Rhodesia 
accompanies bare-footed Gor- 
don Pirie in a practice run at 
Cardiff. 


Pirie escapes 


We are not the only escapists 
from the Empire Games village. 
Gordon Pirie has slept out 
of camp ever since he 
arrived on Sunday. “There is 
too much noise to sleep peace- 
fully in the camp,” he says with 
justification 

There is only hardboard parti- 
tioning between the cubicles, and 
even this does not reach the roof 
of the huts. One noisy person 
can keep 50 people awake. 

Pirie has his wagon in a nearby 
field, and lives there with his 
wife, Shirley. Mrs. Pirie has been 
helping both her husband and 
Derek Ibbotson by timing their 
work on ihe track. 

Steps up training 

When team manager Pat Sage 
arrived last night, Pirie at once 
sought and received his blessing 
on his accommodation arrange: 
ment. 

Pirie has stepped up his train- 
ing although lowering the pace of 
his running. 

“In the last two days I have 
run 50 miles,” he tells me. “ Some 
of my muscles have not liked it, 
but I shall carry on for a couple 
of days and then ease off in 
readiness for Tuesday’s three 
miles.” 

After that Pirie has a mile heat 
on Thursday, and with any luck 
the mile final two days later 


) MORE BREACHES 
OF DISCIPLINE , 
YOU GO HOME’ British Empire — 


PIRIE, controversial character of world sport, was ordered last night and | 
> the line — or get out.” Theultimatum came as a prelude to the open- 
) at Cardiff Arms Park, 


had failed to 
. the England 
Empire Village, 
in preparation 
show at Cardiff, 
1 by England 
m manager Mr. 


breaches of disci- 
. are out of the 
‘as also ordered to 
p’—an instruction 
rie’s residence out- 
e Village. 

e former inter- 
_ champion Shirley 
mped out with 
xht. 


t started 


sche row brewed up: 
he coaches left the 


dashed up in his 
nd was told to 
1is white flannels, 
nd grey felt hat 
nd make his own 
ns Park. 

aid that he had 
an explanation of 
]1 at the parade in 


yation Was not, 
me. I told him! 


2viously given him 
s. He had asked 
miss the opening 
; this had been 


ided, with the 
fr. K. S. Duncan, 
am manager, that 
printers who are| 
Jeats and possiblv’ 


semi-finals and the final ot the 
100 vards tomorrow must attend. 

“When he finally arrived at 
the Stadium I took him aside 
with the athletics captain Ian 
Boyd and the vice-captain Geoff 
Elliott and told him: ‘Any 
turther breach of discipline and 
home you go. I also told him 
that his sleeping-out pass had 
been withdrawn ” 


Too hot 


Pirie was the only member of 
the England team who had per- 
mission to sleep outside the 
Village, said Mr. Sage. 

“He had asked permission to 
sleep under canvas as he said 
the huts were too hot for him. 
I saw no reason to refuse him 


|this request. Now, however, he 


will have to sleep with the rest 
in the Village.” 


Gordon Pirie and his wife photographed at the 


An angry Pirie told me: “My 
wife and I have been camping out 
in the district. Now they force me 
to move into camp. I decided to 
camp out because it is impossible 
to sleep in the Village because of 
the noise.” 

Shirley Hampton said: “Im 
very disappointed. It’s a lot of 
trouble about nothing.” 

Pirie drove into camp at 6.45 
in his German-built van—TYN 
127—which was loaded with camp- 
ing equipment. 

After playing table tennis bare- 
foot in the N.A.A.F.I., Pirie told 
me over a 10 o’clock dish of soup: 
“I would normally be in bed by 
9.30. but it will be impossible to 
sleep in this place without ear- 
plugs, and that is out of the 
question. 

“My wife and I are fed up 
with the whole thing.” 


Empire Village, St. Athan, last night. 


Commonwealth | 
Games | 
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Necea bat wee 
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OPENING OF THE EMPIRE GAMES. — The 
England team marching past Prince Philip 
(arrowed) during the opening ceremony of the 
British Empire and Commonwealth Games at 
Cardiff} Arms Park yesterday. About 1,500 com- 


petitors from 37 countries are taking part. 


| ta i { we? ae LUE 
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Three miles Of the nome representatives thin 

;Man Gordon Pirie alone put up 

a jany. sort of opposition to finish 

r ja-puffing and blowing fourth after 

] jseeing a bronze medal snatched 

' from him in the last punishing 10 ; 
= yards, ‘ 


LAS for England’s hopes ! Those 
who came expecting some miracu- 
lous revival by Pirie and/or ayes + 
staye é ralasian heels 
stayed to watch Aust alasi cones 


grind deeper into the cinders the home- ;“onee he had decided that this 


é a fy ati ¢ i istance. a ; XY 4 . \ ‘was no sort of company to be seen 
land’s faded reputation at this distance oe “% a4 P Gee nO ace thedal wae in Ue Dads 


What a race! What amazing 
jconfidence Elliott has in his own 


Only once before has English supremacy #7 = * fe P= : : = — A 
been toppled in the Games three miles. : : | Teaming up 
! 


That was in 1938 when New Zealand’s C. It seemed to me that there was 
‘a little bit of teaming up going on 


: g vs slashed the series record b 
By geconds xs : amongst the two New Zealanders 


an : . ; : 59 | 
seconds to a then fabulous 13. 59.6. with the possibility of Murray Hal- 


7 berg adding another gold medal to 


1 
t saw the wheel turn full circle” as H 
another Kiwi, in the person of unassuming i ‘the one he coilected. so efficiently 
| in the three miles. 
i 
i 
\ 


iy Halberg, clipped more than 20 secs. 
off Chataway’s Vancouver time and soundly grate, Seatt, is ae colleague, 


beat world record holder Al Thomas in the quarter and looked to be prepared 
process. to sacrifice his chances to break 


} 
The stock Thomas, after his 13.10.8 in { He broke himself and Halberg, 
ae . he , x | ee 
was an obvious favourite and set uaying covered ‘the first lap in 
business-like pace in keeping with that 
role. Pirie, Maiyoro and Ibbotson followed 


'61.3sec., Which gave everybody who 
; knew their athletics the indication 
that we were due for another sub 
him as he completed the first lap in 64.6, 
but it was the Australian who ¢ ctated the 
race as he swept to the half-mile in 2. 8.0, 


four minute mile 
threequarters in 3.12.6 and mile in 4, 18.4. 


Elliott decided that this was the 
time to make a break. He was 
‘followed by Lincoln. 


| 

' 

' 

! 

| 

Pirie fastened con and so into the 
| third lap with Pirie tucked in 
| 

| 

\ 

} 


behind Elliott ready to have a go. 
Then we saw the distr i 
as Pirie rolled and shook 
Away: went Eltiott after the bell, 
and. as: he entered the last bend 
_.it was’a case of 15 yards, 20 yards, 
25 yards with the field. trailing, 
and Pirle having a terrific struggle 
down the hoiie str i 
place. 


Through the fifth lap (5.25.6) and the 
sixth (6. 34.8) he continued confidently and 
on the seventh (7.42.6) put in a Kutsian 
burst. It carried him nowhere away from 
the danger behind as two black-vested 
figures pounced in unison and Halberg and 
Scott moved up for the kill. 


ht for third 


Si. S tial. 


‘Indian sign’ ; yr 
igh All on his own, Herb Elliott, that great Australian athlete, collects his second gold 


He seemed to be d : medal inni i F g : A A 
see eRe tile Jer tie by winning the mile at Cardiff yesterday. Man behind him, Merv Lincoln, is 


: F) “ ; ” i i 
the Duke of Edinburgh when he no slouch when it comes to “miling,” but look at the distance he is from the fantastic 
suddenly felt the full impact of — Here! 
the pace, which had been too fast! oO 
for him, and could do nothing} 
about it when Thomas made 
sprint to register Austré 
' greatest victory in this event. 
\ Australians have complained 
that Welsh crowds have not been 
\ ; giving them a fair deal in applaud- 
' ag ye 3 eee av eS: They 
hndraw tha com i 
|straight away. — 


Thomas kept ahead at two miles (8. 55.6) 
vith Scott behind him doing the donkey 
work for Halberg, but on the ninth lap 
(10.3.6) Halberg chose his moment, and 
forged to the front, followed by his team- 
mate. At 24 miles (11.7.0) he was 20 yards 
ahead and pulling away. 


So to the bell in 12. 11.2 and a last lap 
in which Thomas could do no more than 
overtake Scott. without hope of catching 
his main Halberg ran smoothly on, 
to win by 60 yards in the htird fastest time 
ever recorded. 


Behind Scott came Pirie, and Clark—both 
a person best time, but with Clark 
his colleague for some mis- 
What a st was 
to the Kiwis’ teamwork. Sadder still. 
perhaps. s the sight of a weary Ibbotson 
lumbering home tenth. The Arms Park 
battle was evidently not to be won on the 
golf course of Porthcawl. 


< 


RESULT 


M. G. HALBBERG 
OMAS (Aus.), 13.24.4: 
13:26.2; 4. D, A. G. PIRTE 
CLARK (E: 6 6 J 
7 W. D. POWER (Aus.) so A. 
A (Kenya), 13.42.2; 9. W. D. BAILLIE (N.Z.) 
3.44.45 10, G = BOTSON § (¢ Je. hb. 
BULLIVANT (Eng); 12. N. MAIYORO (Ken 
D. J. P. RICHARDS (Wales); L. BINNI : 
15, A. B. MAGEE (N.Z.); 16, J. CONNOLLY (Scot.): 


BAS 2. Ay Ge 
h. SCOTT OLZ.. 
S$; Ps Rs 
(Wales), 
8. OA 


ae 


——e 


4 7, W. McCUE K, SUM : | 
(Kenya): G. DE ANA (B : 20, N. M = 

} SHAH (Pz 21, A. W. SALLEH (Sarawak). J. 
DISLEY (Wales) did not finish 


ae semen een a 


@® Above : Murray Halberg a 
runs the last. few yards toge 
victory in the three-mile 
race and (left) he collapses 
atter his great effort 


25 


= | @ Herb Elliott, half-mile gold medallist, streaks home 
comfortably from Gordon Pirie (England) in the mile 


- —— s 
Some first-class racing dominated the 
second day of the British Games spon- 
‘sored by the News of the World at the 
White City yesterday before a crowd of 
-more than 45,000, larger than for many 
seasons. There were admirable perform- 


ances in the 880 yards, mile, and two 


miles, and particular satisfaction for 
spectators in Clark’s two miles win in 
8min. 37.6sec.—the third fastest time 
for this distance. The British Empire 
and Commonwealth team won both 
their matches with Great Britain, the 
men by 199 to 162 and the women by 
893 to 834, 


BOUNDING AWAY 


Clark, in the two miles, at last showed 
the type of courageous running that is 
needed in the middle distances if Britain 
are to have any chance against the rest 
of Europe at Stockholm. After the first 
three laps had been run in 63 seconds, 
64.4 and 66.1, the mile was reached in 
4min. 19.4sec. by Heatley. Then, on the 
back straight of the fifth lap, Clark, as 
if tired of the continual changes in pace 
and leadership, shot away. 

On the back straight of the th lap 
Clark increased his lead over Pirie and 
Gordon to 12 yards, and he passed the mile 
and a half in 6min. 28.8sec. At the bell 
(7min. 32.4sec.), bounding away with 
powerful strides, he was 25 yards ahead 
and, in spite of having run the penultimate 
lap in 63.6sec.; he covered the last 440 


ee _— oe 


A. G, Thomas (Australia) win- 
ning the three miles at the 
White Gity this afternoon 


ALBERT THOMAS (Aus- 
tralia) leading STAN 
ELDON (Great Britain) 
during the Brifain’ vy. 
Empire match = at the 
White City, London. 


Sh vwIW ce 


‘Thomas Again 


Australian Albert Thomas beat 
Stan Eldon, Gordon Pirie and 


Peter Clark in the three miles to 


yards in a brave 65.2sec. Clark's final 
‘beat Derek Ibbotson’s’ British 


time of 8min. 37.6sec, means that he must 
go to Stockholm in the 5,000 metres, for Peter Clark coming round the record of 13min. 20.6sec 


fen is ~ present far more suited to the Hale bend to win the two miles After the first mile it became a 
00 metres. -day, 
vane : straight duel between Thomas 


and Eldon. The British policeman 
whose right hand was heavily 
bandaged from an injury the pre- 
vious night showed his_ typical 
tenacity by staying with Thomas. 
In fact he did more than this. 
! Twice over the last six laps he 
: stole the lead on a track which 
had been flooded earlier by a 
cloudburst 
But ,all the time the person- 
f ality of the little Australian 
f dominated the race. In the sixth 
: i lap he sapped Eldon’s strength 
4 j with a 440 yards covered in 64.3 
| sec. As Eldon stuck with him 
\ 
i 


the Australian piled home an- 
other lap of 66sec. _ 
{ A half mile of 2min, 10sec. in 
ae the middle of a three mile race :s 
H the symbol of a great runner. And 
make no mistake, that is what 
Thomas looked to-day. 
Eldon was obviously handi- 
capped by the hangover of an 
Empire Games six miles defeat 
and the fact that last night he cut 
i open his hand through a glass 
| window at eleven o’clock. l 
“TI should have gone to hospital 
but was worried the doctor might 
ask me to withdraw from this 
race.” 


. i 
Best of Career 

Although Thomas was the 
superior man, Eldon resurrected 
H} ! jhimself as an athletic giant to- 
day. His time of 13min. 23sec. for 
! the second place was the fastest 
Hi of his career and certainly 
! : earned him a ticket for the 

i ' ; European championships. 
‘ I imagine his partner in Stock-: 
i holm will be Gordon Pirie whe 
[et ‘finished third. But how sad to se 
vat the once mighty Pirie with his 
head nodding like a doll once the 
little Thomas stepped up the nace. | 


f . ME | 
= oF oe SS St + 2 # peers 
NEW TRACK RECORD PRO-tadas | a 
FOR THE 880 YARDS _——_—_—— 
By POSTMAN = 
"THE. two Australian “marvel men” — Elliott and ! 
Lincoln. — a pleasant sunny afternoon, and four 


English internationals thrown. in for good measure, 
There, in a nutshell, is the story of August Bank Holi- 
day Monday at Woodside. 

The largest crowd of 1958 were given an added 
treat when the loudspeaker announced that the two 
Australians would. be coming down from the White 
City «vith Gordon Pirie and Derek Ibbotson. 


_ They duly arrived with Herb’ 
Elliott running against Pirie in 
the ‘half’? and Lincoln finishing 
on his own in the two miles 
after setting his own pace for 
seven of the eight laps, Elliott 
was a winner too. 

Yes, the races were won by 
the Australians, but they were 
not without a shock. This was 
provided in the 880 yards when 
it was county champion John 
Wenk. (Welwyn) and not Pirie 
‘who followed Elliott home. 

The .. Australian finished 15 
yards ahead of game John in a 
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ATHLETICS 
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The men the Woodside crowd waited eagerly to see. Australia’s star miler, Herb Elliott, 
relaxes with Gordon Pirie while 


new trac record time of 
1 minute 50.7 seconds, but it 
‘was not until the back straight 
that Elliott finally shook off 


Wenk. 

Where was Pirie ? Down the | 
field (fourth to be exact), with | Herb Elliott works his way 
J Marsden of Achilles taking) upfield in the early stages of 


third spot. the 880 yards.—S4355D. 


ELLIOTT AHEAD 


Elliott took the lead just be- | 
fore the half-way stage, but for 
a while he had Watford’s Derek | 
Fear running up to his shoulder. | | 
That was the order at the bell, | | 
when Elliott’s time was 55 
seconds. Pirie was in fourth 
position. 


Previous Woodside track 
record was 1 minute 51.3  sec- 
onds, set up by Buswell last 
season. Kenk’s time was 1 min-| 
‘ute 55 seconds, not a personal! 
‘best, and Marsden _ returned 
1 minute 56 seconds. 


Signature hunters surround Herb Elliott and Merv Lincoln.—S4351D, + * 


ELDON RUNS 
9th—SAYS 
‘I'M PLEASED’ 


By ALAN WILLIAMS 


JINDSOR podliceman Stan 
Eldon struggled home ninth 
out of 10 runners’ behind 
Gordon Pirie over 1,500 metres 
at Paddington last night, 

Then Eldon pronounced him- 
self “ very pleased and all set for 
a good time in the British 
Games three miles on Saturday.” 

Explained Eldon: “TI set out to 
discover whether my poor Empire 
Games six-mile form was a tem- 
porary affair, And by doing 3min. 
o2sec.—worth my fastest mile time 
of dmin, 9sec.—I’m convinced 
I've not gone stale,” 


* 


Eldon led on the first two laps 
last night, but on the third Pirie, 
steeplechaser Eric Shirley, and 
Mike Blagrove strode through. 
Shirley, always impressive, went 
ahead until 80 yards from the 
finish, but Pirie pounded through 
to. win by 10 yards in 
38min. 48.2sec. 

Shirley was second and 
Blagrove third. 

A gay and_ so-friendly Pirie 
said: “I’m well pleased. My time 
was worth a dmin. 4sec. mile, 
and. of course, the track was a 
little Joose.” 


PIRIE BLAZES 
HOT TRAIL 


By John Bromley 


(GO8DON PIRIE, fighting 
* hard to keep his place 
among the sport’s top men, 
scored for the second successive 
night at Motspur Park last 
evening. 

Pirie won t 
min. 54.4 sec. 
run for his mo 
Frank Seal, a 22 
Serviceman fr« Ponders End, 

Seal caught ie at 14 miles, 
but the last named produced a 
fantastic burst over the last 
furlong. 


two miles tn 8 
it he was given a 
by little known 
ear-old National 


‘oe 


Le Sateen toon met tere na ot i aN ZN aN peer 
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f RNATIONALS.—These three (left to right) D. H. Segal (Thames Valley Harriers), 
ne G. Pirie (South London Harriers) and P. F. Radford (Birchfield Harriers), who 
‘took part in the sports, are among Great Britain’s representatives in the European 
, championships at Stockholm 


KODAK SPORTS 
Victory For Pirie 

D, A. G. Pirie was in winning form 
at the Kodak sports at Wealdstone: 
Taking the lead just before the bell 


in the mile, he romped home to an 
easy 12 yard victory. 


BEAVING England in September, to seek a permanent 
LE home in the New Zealand sun, are Shirley and 
Gordon Pirie. But before sailing away, the lithe, 
graceful Pirie has—or is it now ‘“had”—a last athletic 
ambition. 


“T just want to beat Vladimir Kuts,” he told me wist- 
fully in the Empire Village. 


“ Wistfully,’ because lost 
among the big news from 
Moscow last week was a 
short news item which said 
that Kuts, sick with a 
stomach ailment, had been 
dropped from Russia’s team | 
in the USSR v USA battle ! 
of the athletic giants in Mos- 
cow this afternoon. 

And the European Cham- 
pionships in Stockholm, 
which would be Pirie’s last 
chance of matching his 
strength against Kuts, are 
only three weeks away. 

All last season Gordon 
waited for a Kuts meeting— 
in vain. Now there is little 
chance of a Kuts’ recovery in 
time. 

It was a puzzled Pirie to 
whom I talked at the Empire 
Village a day after he 
finished fourth in the three 
miles. ; 

“Why is everyone running 
me down?” he asked. “My 
time was the fastest I have 
ever done for the distance.” 

A fair question, I could not 
answer lit. 


PR MAES oo USS GAY Woe vik UH Cerlo 


Gordon Pirie winning the 
mile in comfortable style. 


e e r 
Pirie’s bus 

XORDON PIRIE, running 
for Britain in the 5,000 
metres in the European cham. 
pionships this afternoon, was 
worried when I telephoned 

Stockholm earlier today. 

He’d lost track of his small, 
blue bus, 

Pirie lent the vehicle to a 
party of eight Empire Games 
athletes and he told Norris 
McWhirter “I haven’t heard 
from them for séveral days 
now.” 

Pirie was hoping that the 
bus would turn up by the 
time the championships 
opened—‘ I'll heave a sigh 
of relief when I see it arrive, 
having crossed the ferry from 
Denmark in one piece.” 

The driver was expected to 
be master miler Herb Elliott 
and his “crew” included 
David Power, the Empire six- 
mile and marathon cham- 
pion; Murray Halberg, the 
New Zealander who won the 
three miles at Cardfff; and 
two famous girl athletes, 
Norma Thrower and Betty 
Cuthbert. 


a Sern 
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| It was still raining steadily when the 
} 5,000 metres runners were sent away. The 
track was so flooded that the race was run 
in the third lane, the start being some 12 * 
yards before the eventual finishing line 
' ‘The Poles Krzyszkowiak and Zimny domin- 
ated the race from the third lap onwards 


\ and were on their own for the last 600 

| metres. The slim Zimny did all the pacing 

| for Krzyszkowiak, and though the French- ; : 
man Bernard led at the end of the seventh | ; j 7 
and cighth laps the only serious challenge Ket : 
came on the back st: i 


ght of the ninth, ss om ve 1 2 
when Clark attempted to break away 


The ninth lap was nearly three seconds 
faster than the eighth, but as they came 
past the main stand Clark had a lead cf 


only two yards on the Poles. He fel 
on the cleventh, leavy Pirie to chal 
before he. too, was broken. At the 
Zimny was a foot in front of Krzyszkowi 
but the latter unleashed a powerful b 
with 250 metres to go and a last lap of 
64.6sec. on the outside track (worth 6ise: 
approximately for 460 metres) gave him 
another gold medal to add to the one ke 
won in the 10,000 metres. Clark led Pirje 
on the final bend, but then Pirie sprinted 
past to take third place. The times in such 
weather were worth least 10 seconds 
faster. 


back 


Storléparen Gordon Piries maka Shirley 
Hisco som tog bronset kollapsade efter mallin jen och fick 


stupar t finalen pa 400 m. Landsmaninnan Moira 


baras ut pa bar. Hon kunde inte 
delta & segerceremonin, men repade sig sedan, 
Wee —— 


ease ree? ELLIOTT BREAKS 


~ “BARRIER” FOR 
NINTH TIME 


} ‘ERB ELLIOTT, of Au 


fas or in the 
over one m 1.500 m 
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TOP MAN.--Jdubilant Herb Elliott is chiured by fellow- 
athletes, among them Gordon | ( r) alter his) best-ever 
{500 metres at Gothenbs 


Britain's D. A. G. Pirie v 
5,000 metres in 13min 51.6sec. ' 
D. Power. Australia’s Gold Medal ! 
winner of the six miles and 


marathon at ihe Empire Games. led e P= 

; at the 2.000 metres mark, but could j y 

/not keep up the pace and dropped ea 

out after 4.000 metres. A} Mi [C- Ve 


'Mrs. Pirie Runner-up 

Miss Betty Cuthbert Australia) 
won the women’s 400 metres in 54.4 
econds—only eight-tenths of a 
second outside the world record held 
by Russia’s Miss M 
Britain’s Mrs. Shirle 

— 


5 seconds, 
berg (Sweden! third. 


ond in i 
»>Mayv- Hier 
Other resuli 


ar sesrareii lierb 


engelska milen efter 800 meter. Nérmast bakom farthallaren ses IFaern, som efter stg 
: J 


Elliott och Halberg. Nya Zeeland (cl). 


ueiers deere 


ato 


FLOODED TRACK 


In the 3,000 metres steeplechase, D. A. G. @ 
e made an unexpected appe nee, his § 
first in this event, and in spite of his hurd- 
ling going to pieces after fot laps he did 
well to keep reasonably in contact with the 
fast early pace (1,000 metres in 2min. 
46sec.) of the Russian, Rhizschin, who won 
the silver medal at Stockholm. Rhizschin, 
possibly the best 


res and his time of 8min. 
achievement on the flooded 
time of 9min. 6.6sec. had 
n beaten by eight British steeple- 
9 to the beginning of this 
, > (12.5sec.) came second in the 
letres, but well behind ; 

Olympic champion. Miss B. 


RZHISHIN (348) A MENACE 


PIRIE FIRST IN 


SEGAL 
AND JOHNSON 


OSLO, Tuesday. 


SUCCESS OF 


Gordon Pirie, third in the 
European 5,000 metres last 
Saturday, won over the dis- 


tance here to-night less than 
an hour after running sixth in 
ithe 1.500 metres. 

; ) metres went to Aus- 
yn Lincoln in 3min 
Pirie was less than two 
is behind. 

neer race Pirie ran his 
e ground to win in 


rhe 


5000 meter: 1) Gordon 
Storbritannia, 14.03.0. 2) 
Jurek, Tsjekkoslovakia 14.04.2. 3) 
Zukoy, Sovjet 14.06.0. 4) Pudoyv. 
Sovjet 1412.0. 5) Stritof, Jugosla- 
Via 14.12.8. 6) Tor Torgersen, Tjalve 


Miroslav 


; 14.17.0. 


Pirie; 


5000-METEREN BLE IKKE det store publik 


Pirie keeps promise 
for Shirley 


OSLO, Friday. 
thday promise to his wife here 
tonight and thrilled a 25,000 crowd in doing so. Running 
against Albert Thomas and Dave Power, the Australians, 
Pirie won the 5,000 metres in 14min. 15.8sec. 
Shirley, whose 23rd birthday :s 
today, had been told by Gordon 
that he would make her a present 
of the 5,000 metres w 
It was a long way outside the 
world record of 13min. 35.0sec. 
held by the’ Russian, Vladimir 
Kuc. but the result was a very 
popular one with the record 
crowd of 25,000, 


ORDON PIRIE fulfilled a bi 


A crowd h was brough 
5 feet Pirie battled toa 
finish with Aibert Thomas. 
nad led for most of the race. 


Neck and neck 


opened up a deva 
in the last bend, abc 
metres from the fir 
pulled ahead of Thomas and D 
Power, but the stubborn Aus 
lian also stepped up the p 


D 


(GORDON PIRIE is quitting 
Britain — to settle in 
New Zealand. 


| e 

The star runner, after win- 
; ning a 5,000-metre race in Oslo 
| last night, said: “I ,will run 
| once more for England, then go.” 


roke the 


umsnummer pa Bislet igadr 
\.En utenlandsk trio var i seerklasse. Bildet er tatt i begynnelsen av lopet 
Pirie leder, fulgt av David Power, Australia (delvis skjult), hans lands- 
mann Albert Thomas og Tor Torgersen. Helt til hoyre Reidar Neess 


I’m quitting Britain 


Shirley Piries fodselsdag 
feiret pd forskudd 


HAR GORDON FORLOVET SEG til sin kone? 
idag og Pirie har lovet henne at han skal forseke a gi henne en verden 


Hun har jodselsd 


rekord i fodselsdagsgave. Vi tror ikke engelskmannen skal mangle hje 
tra publikums side. Bildet er tatt hjemme hos familien Piries nors 
vertskap igdr kveld. 


BISLET-PUBLIKUMS STOF 
YNDLING fra Oslo-lekene i fo 
rige uke, Gordon Pirie og ha 
frue Shirley bor for tiden hjer 


me hos Frank Steffensen pa Lar 
bertseter. Steffensen er identi 
med Gamlebyens og BUL’s ti 
ligere mangekjemper — hans fr 
Kari har ogsa deltatt aktivt i fi 
idrett, og bl. a. veert norgesme 
ter for BUL . 4xid0 m statett. 
Igaraftes hadde de to idrett 


familiene et fddselsdagsselskap 
all enkelthet. Foranledningen v 
at fru Pirie fyller Ar idag. Ikve 
foregar som kjent det internasj 
;nale stevne pA Bislet, sa ¢ 
| blr det vanskelig tid til noen feiri 
{Og imorgen tidlig reiser Gord 
og Shirley videre. Blotkaken mat 
med andre ord forteeres igar. 
i 8 — Det sies at du vil gi.d 
Pirie |frue en ny verdensrekord pa 50 
'm som fodselsdagspresang, spor 
land. He plans to emigrate 
before the end of the year. 
His last race will be for the 
British team against France i 
the 2 0NN- metre ste } ; 


mMlerhada iis 


Paris, Sunday, 

OODBYE Gordon Pirie — sensational to 

the last. Britain’s most controversial 
athlete, off to New Zealand for good in two 
weeks’ time, injured himself in training here 
and withdrew from today’s 3,000 metres 
steeplechase. It was to have been his swan- 
song with the British team. 


France, so weak, met her Waterloo in this sun- 
kissed two-day meeting, the men beaten by 124 points 
to 88 and the women by 68 to 38. 


PIRIE : « Je ne suis pas 


encore fini... ») 


Gordon Pirie est & Paris (en com- 
pagnie de sa femme) depuis quelques 
jours, Il s’entraine réguliérement a 
VINS o& hier matin nous le vimes 
alterner séance de sous-bois et frac- 
tionne (sur une piste de 250 métres 
en sciure de hois. par conséquent 
trés dure, le Britannique courut 10 


What makes Gordon Pirie run? We asked our 

Port Elizabeth correspondent, Herbert Langson, 

to put these questions to the Olympic runner 
now competing in South Africa. 


How many hours do you run a day when training 
before big events? How much sleep do you have 


| must be crazy 


Britain didn’t lose a single track event in either « Gontrairement & ce que pensent then and how much time do you have for other things? 


match. plusieurs de vos collégues britanni- 


ome 
even years at the top, in which Pirie, 27. the lone wolf dére pas comme un homme fini, 


I run between two and three hours a day, sometimes 


_ - more, when training for big events. But nol all in one stretch. 


nous a-t-jl dit. J’ai encore plusieurs ; 
Usually I have two separate bul similar work-outs. I have 


world, ended with Pirie ei & consacrer a la course a 


! 
} 
; 
} 
} 
} 
\ 
, kilométres en 33’), 
Diailleurs n’ai-je pas couru 


hunched in a stand in the From (eette année en 13° 51” ,000 mé- ) s” fy i ; 
Stade Colombe, while police. 0 tees’ Gsstehors, aber ae i between 10 and 12 hours’ sleep. Apart from doing my work 
man Stan Eldon ran in his HARRY CARPENTER Et Rifle, (ORMMMET Sta kdacn ae | in the normal way, I do nol have time for anything else. 
place. Colombes ‘devait ajouter ; a 


« Les obstacles du 3.000 m. steeple 


Warning. Lieutenant (R.N., told Pirie: Leurtant Ue riotee eon ee | How many hours do you run in training in a full athletic 
“Te you Ai, eu co ge ‘ oe year and how far? How many races do you run on an average 
i. . -* 10.30 this morning iether damage.” : and how long do they take? 
yhen irie, who has run ile Shaw strode out to win , ‘ . +e 
only one steeplechase in his {9% Britain, soze-footed hero When in full athletic training, I do on the average about 
ne reported to team man- tery ratte nas LS one and three-quarter hours a day. I have run in one year 
ares bie rekh ec ee tempt to keep up with the field, 6,000 miles, but the total is between 3,000 and 4,000 on the 
nesday doing. Ob ne ed- Second time round at the average. | compete in about 50 races, of about 10 minutes each, 
iat . Ing practice water jump, he splashed head- : , 
water jumps. I tried three long into the wa-er. Stumbling a year. 
more last night, but today over hurdles, he came home = 
, I can’t walk very well.” last f * 
| Masseur Cliff Bould worked . ] What do you think about on those long training runs? And 


” 


during races” 

When I am in training I think about the rhythm of my 
runaing, and once in my stride and when | am training smoothly 
I think about other things — such as the films or plays I have 
seen. When I am racing I think only of the race. There are 
no other thoughts, because you cannot allow your mind to 
| wander in a race. 

> 


Don't you sometimes think on long training runs that 
sould be doing something more worthwhile and satisfying? 


on the suspect calf muscle for 
over an hour. Then both he 
and John Wrighton, the 400 
metres man, who is a Surgeon 


you 


People always ask me this question. About 5 per cent 
of the time I think ‘I must be crazy doing this,’ but this soon 
passes. | think it is worthwhile and 1 am prepared to make 
sacrifices. One of the rewards is travelling round the world. 

Why do you spend all me Mees doing it? Do you enjoy 
it and like to win? 

You cannot get to the top unless you are prepared lo 


work hard. Yes, of course I like to win, bul I must also 
be prepared to lose if the others show better form. Tt is more 
satisfying to win. It is largely a question of one’s personal 
mental make-up. If you have not got the will to win, why race? 


oe 


What do your employers feel about it? And your wife? 

I work for a banking concern which has specially released 
me for this journey to South Africa and New Zealand. I think 
that the lime will come soon when I shall have to choose 
between my running and my work. That lime is nol here yet. 
My wife is very keen on athletics and has been so for 10 


years now. 


What started you off in athletics? When will you stop? 
What is your greatest athletic ambition? 

My father was an international runner. There is therefore 
nothing very unusual in my being one. At school I played the 
usual sports — a bit of rugby and some cricket — and took 
part in athletics. I think it is good, physically and mentally, to 
have this exercise. It keeps you in tip-top shape. We must all 
do some physical activity. | am very fond of squash and when 

a I do retire I shall take up some other form of exercise. My 
greatest ambition is lo win a gold medal at the Olympic Games. 
Surely that is the ambition of every athlete? 


* 


4 Why did you adopt your special puff-puff breathing method 
. for running? 
The Press has called my method of breathing ‘puff-puff.” 
The description has just tuck. | don’t think it is much different 
from that of any other runner. It seems the same to me. 


of their 


~ 


52 QUAM STITH, 


GORDON PIRIE BEATEN 
IN HALF MILE 


| Gordon Pirie was beaten over 

880 vards at Grahamstown (Cape 
| Province). 

! Winner was Angus Mackay, & 

Port Elizabeth policeman, who 

won by nine-tenths of a second in 

| 

| 


lmin, 56.4sec. ed 

Mrs, Shirley Pirie won the 100 
yards in 12sec. and the 220 yards 
in 26.8sec.—Reuter. 


: The Piries win 


. | Pirie gets off to 
4 Min 8 Sec Mil ° ! excellent start in her 440 yards : bs Ree 
be ° ° 1 e€—ifl 87 Deg. F, \ _ ke J . pro a in South Afri a 
Surrounded b L aa ; | ast night, in which she betterec ZAST LON N (Cape 
Murray Naive, dks ee s under-four-minute miler, | the South African women's piece gt o : ; oon a 
narrowly beating Harold Clark, the S e Wanderers yesterday after reeord for this event by 1.5see. \Pirie and his wife i 
a time of 4 mins. 8 seconds. | South African champion, with |scored victories 1n 
The tima Cie a. dom , Sloping track athletics meeting here. 
in the Tran —— ae 82 degrees F.) was the fastest recorded ee igo eo —“? 
7 iw he hieee . Clark’s time was 4 min. 9.1 sec. Mrs. Pirie’s time of 59.4sec. Arey he iti hee 
} coming Wee ime inc? of England, disappointed the crowd of 7,000 by hettered the South Afriean record Jdmin, 23sec. and Sh 
te sen st in the field of five in the “schoolboy” time of 4 min held by Mrs. Doris Johnson, of | the South African 
‘ Port Elizabeth, by 1.5sec. but it |for the 440 yard 
x will not be recognised because of jagainst the pr 
a sloping track and in view of | bY Miss Doris Moz 
the fact that she finished second 
to three Grens schoolgirls, Lynette | 
Oosthuizen, Erika Raath and 
~ Nellie van der Merwe, who ran in r 
relay formation. Each covered 146 | 
vards and they were credited with 
56.3sec. % : : 
Mra: Pirie aleo thrilled with | oye Me: at. 
her perfect style, in which she} 4min, 27.3sec. 
Wrong Shoes used both her legs and arms to' ~~ “ . 
NE of the ' : splendid advantage. 
O of the BE nee la ‘ Jag: Magpie Be ed ee 
men i r itn : A oak : roth his wife anc alberg, bu 
ingness to do some agawhtn Ul- ; powerful stride. Running com- 
Add GORDON PI ° 8. ; pletely erect, he made little use of 
band of helpf : RIE to this his body. As in the case of the 
1elpful men. other two runners, however, there 
Po training tor yester- wens 19 question of Strain and after 
day's mile at the Wanderers, he taking the lead 40 s into the 
took time off to coach about 20 second Jap, he 
young runners of the club barely : away to win by at 
i —. before going to the start His lap tinies 4 
s rac 4 ; Tse ‘Qeae. ¢ 
BERG ani REA Oe HAL- a. 7sety os 7 
Pirie’s ecm t pee a ley va was a : nd ae ai ee neo if 
nent: “Pi : om ae : 3 : BOC ' 
haven't more top-class ts A night have fared better had he 
South Africa.” ‘ | ATHLETICS not competed in an S89 yards 
_ He spent a lot of time study- Peete ie) eee eee ae event ¢ tad an Hise, OER 
ing and advising on individual alias —~ E i a i ° ao "Ca ne 
sty A} Sieh : = HS 2ondol 1 ambri . 
eile eee that som Harriers Tespectiv “i a medley 
nae € incorrect running team raee, Pirie rz aay tthe gsi) 
vard just shading Bussell 
‘ : in e,, and Halberg in the 
: 290 The event was won hy 


Bast London A. 


ane Tie Mie 


Ue RAr _ beachfront 


Discussing the race that never 
came off? Magdel Myburgh (left) 
and Shirley Pirie were caught in 
this pose about half-an-hour be 
fore the 100 yards. Shortly after 
the sprint, in which Mrs Pirie 
ran a bad third, she withdrew 
from her eagerly awaited 440 
race against Miss 
Myburgh. 


Mrs Shirley Pirie running in the 
100 yards. She came third and 
withdrew - shortly afterwards 
from her quarter-mile duel with 
agdel Myburgh- 


yards 


SS 3 ae 


Relaxing on Durban’s beachfront 
eo ae the international Gordon Pirie, running on his! 

tic n ing’ ark : : . = _ 
tinitgh: sso Or nae ae own for most of the race. won the 
: _ visit- three miles in the Natal record time 


Ing runners ‘ iri : ‘ 
el ioe eee of 14min. 30.5sec. He beat Dawie 
y aetE cora~- Nortje (Johannesburg Harriers) 


Gordon Pirie ‘set a Natal All- 


holder. Murray Halber 

Oh : ay Halberg, New {by about 50 vz th WV fiers Comers’ record for three miles 

Zeal s four-minute miler and | Wiid (D AC) thie eee ibe Has of JA, SH.SeC. in 
AL, rd. | Durban 


' re - ~ 


Mrs. Shirley Pirie, a leading ! 
British quarter-miler. Here they 
are seeéx inspecting the colourful 


6 aes: Inspecting the colourf S. Transvaal 


| snub Gordon 
Halberg surprised Pirie 


(CRDON PIRIE has not been 


at snub to Pirie Giese eompete wit te 


Gordon Pirie 
coming down the 
straight in the final lap of the 
three miles. He won in 15min. 
16.6sec. 


’ Halberg in a three-mile inyi- 
tation event in Germiston to - 


Loa wer . 
To the Sports Editor of The Star morrow. 
yt was surprised by the statements in Friday's issue A Southern Transvaal Athletic = ¥ a 
concerning the non-invitation of Gordon Pirie to compete ee lee Said today: Gordon Pirie, Britain's Olym- 
: . . : egie e would lik Iber ei RS) ge nas 
in the Delville athletic meeting. It was intimated that this | again and oe ee = eo runner, who is m1 his way to 
: aus Poh epee . r ‘ sa . asked Nim to ew Zealand, won a 3-mile race 
= because of his performance in the Wenderers meeting on take part in a special event at the in 15 min. 16.6 sec. at Bloem- 
ay 15 ’ . = graded club meeting ; Neila canto ; 
November ]5. of the Karoo after only six days’ | tomorrow eting at Delville fontein 7 . 
If tt is invitation is training. ev eheigire . : 
: f the basis of invitation is on | Giner’ hie artic te is ape “Pirie? No, we have not in- | In the three miles Gordon Pirie | 
one race why was I invited after ie a Ri hn geo e Union | vited him, but T suppose he can ‘ambled to an easy victory over! 
: F alne r is | ale < ‘ Poeg a eee : ; : 5 { 
y showing at Bloemfontein? fee te aa ae. SE ae ge? his | take part as an individual if he Pierre Kriel and Barend Hutton in, 
f . $4 ays 2 Ss ” o? . : H 
Gordon has not been beaten by a!to November 22 he ran 328 stiles | ie sees ss he slow Gime-of lomine Teese : 
. he : eS: His: ss irie as. ae 
South African over the three miles | and raced eight times. half a Mg ala a 
Sas ¥ . ; | eee AC for. records at 
“ais tour and has indeed run AN INSULT be ane Or another during the 
faster on two occasions than the i i ast lew years, is probably the 
west South pate : : __|. We travelled 4,020 miles by car result of his Sous ee, Lee 
| bes ou African runner this|in 14 days—Gordon driving ne af. the Wander performance 
/scason. On this evidence he would] half that distance himself. © the 15, when te Ee on November 
5 A é a , istar 3 n t ’ rhe cn ae 
nave added considerable interest | gays Gordon | been able ¢ nom field of fj ig ene 
the Delvitle race ys Gordon has been able to run | ft five in the mile event 
y he has averaged over eight miles in’ which Halberg beat Harold 
[eer 'a day. Would Pirie’s critics care Clark for first place : 
| SETBACKS jto’ try that when they are on ; : 
Beckie g or REC — o % 
The advantage I gained over | holiday? - *ECORD ATTEMPT , 
; Gordon by flying to the Union is I consider this statement by an be Pirie, on his way to New Ze: y 
|reflected ix the tour results. An}@nonymous Southern Transvaal 2 dag has ot been at his best ‘ 
linjury sustained by Gordon in|! Official an insult to an athlete of SE ro a in South Africa, He sa 
‘Pans twe weeks before his two- | | alipre and reveals noth- raining ce that he was out 
ing but his athletic ignorance.— ‘ltrs g, but even so many i 


w2ex bait trip ‘meant a month |} 


| 
<thout any running. He was] Yours, etc 


have been 


teg NT 


—_———____ 


sy p.m. = 


TODAY 


International Stars aré 
competing in the 


PIRIE-HALBERG 
ATHLETIC 
MEETING 


UNIVERSITY 
GROUNDS 


Churchill Avenue, off Second 
Street Extension 


e 
xHT YOUR LUCKY 
SOUVENIR PROGRAMME 
NOW! 
from FULTON & EVANS 
or BALLANTYNES 
to see the list of exciting 
events 
e 
THE FIRS) AND ONLY 
MEETING OF ITS KIND 
IN RHODESIA 
(Regardless of weather) 


DON’T MISS IT!! 


There is a BAR 
and REFRESHMENTS, 
HULA-HOOP RACES 

and music by the 

Caledonian Society 


PIPE BAND 


Admission 2/6, Junior 1/-, 
Africans 1/-. Seating in the 
Stands 1/-. 

Others bring cushions. ete. 


motor mechanic, beat a 


ground. 


His record breaking time for 
Rhodesia of 14 min. 48.3 secs. on 
a bad track in adverse conditions 


GREAT POTENTIAL 


As Gordon Pirie, the British 
| Olympic runner, said after Muleya 
had beaten him by about 200 
yards. “ He's got great potential as 
a three miler. He would develop 
into a world class runner, and he’s 
only 19.” 


Certainly Muleya shook the 
4,000 crowd as he streaked round 
the track in what was probably 


Muleya “breaks” 


bar in Rhodesia 


From Our Correspondent 


HE COLOUR BAR in Rhodesian sport 
clang that reverberated throughout Africa on Saturday 
when Yotham Muleya, the 19-year-old Lusaka apprentice | three-miler 
star-studded 
international three miles race at the Salisbury 


also this 


Acting under 
his coach, Mr. Bernie Evans, the, ) : 
president of the Northern Rhode- | #bout 4min. 29.6sec.” 
sian African Athletic and Football 
Association, Muleya followed Pirie 
as he set a cracking pace. 

They quickly pulled away from 
the rest of the field, 
Muleya at his elbow, Pirie covered 
the first mile in 4min. 52 sec. 


— — 


Pirie’s gesture 


by PORTSMEN everywhere 
im . y 

will welcome the ne 
that South Afri 
authorities are 
permit coloured athletes to 
take part in their me : 

British runner Gor 
Pirie has helped to 
down th ‘ial barri 
nb Rhod 


st 19-y 


is 


At the prize-giving M 
excluded, But 


ev “ 


ot ie wer mee = 


Pirie, happy to race Africans, says | 


5) ys 
IN 
| Nonsense to ban teams \ 


because of colour bar 


From Our Correspondent 


ORDO ; 
ae My ta “2 ii British middle-distan 
“ °d 1m Salisbury y : oe 
as “nonsense ” the threats to ha one seat an Reet 


i S a 
teams from eompeti outh African and Rhodesia 


i 
5 mpire mpie G 
of the colour bar PATE OF Olympic 


Pirie, his wife am be perfectly h t 
Foa)a ey: . the New , ara J@Ppy to run againt 
He “sbury to compete in a I believe that the first 
ig athletic meeting at the Univer- | 0 be taken to bring 


sity of Rhodesia and N; | athleti i j 
: : yasaland | @'letics in this 

on hpte de to comment | Muleya is anywher 

5 rover thi ; las 7 

ing through SY Which is rag- the Kenya run 


| be , 
the African ali pleased 


Salisbury, Wednesday 


ce runne: 


ames because 


t step has 
Africans int) 
country, If 
€ near as good, 
ners we would 
to run against 


ca, runner, Yoth him,” said Pirie 
Muleya , i a5 i 
; Pirie said that he would! Pirie refused to sign a protest 
against South ica’ t i 
ie Africa's athletic 


) bar which Was drawn 
during the recent Empire kien 


t contained the names of a num- 


ber of famous t 

; Sporismen from 
every branch of sport. “I did not 
subscribe to the vies expressed 
in that protest,” Pirie told me. 


li 


Salisbury, Monday. 


dropped with a ’ 


Ss 


field to win the 


controversial 


was clear proof that he is an | ‘a 0 ‘ This 
athlete of ‘oonsiieranle promise, IN FINE SP | bunch. ety — doubt on his amateur 
and that from now on there can E SPIRITS | BEST DISTANCE Mises t has been alleged that 
be no justifiable reason for bar-| But the opposite happened : opel Pi oe has competed against 
ring him from competing at all| Whereas Pirie and his other chief | Told that Terry Sullivan, the peng ers of the Harari Athletic 
athletic meetings in the Federa-|threat, the Welsh international | Rhodesian ang South African ASSOciation who had won money 
tion. He has proved himself by|Chris Suddaby, appeared tense| champion, would like to race Prizes, and were therefore pro- 
merit. He is eligible by class, not |and nervous Muleya was relaxed | against Muleya over a mile Mr, fessionals, 

caste. and in fine spirits. | Evans said: “ That is not his best. . It has been pointed out from 


instructions from 4 


and, with |h 


TWO-MAN AFFAIR 


athletic colour 


200 yards in front. 
the existing Rhodesian three-miles 


a very brainy race. 


University | pom 


said he had no 
African | for him. 
Most critics thought the occasion | 0 
would be too much for him, that 
he would crack under the strain. 


training centre 
| Said, ‘He is 


race Mr. Evans added. 
Muleya had it in him to win. He 
ran under my instructions. 


daby for the first mile and a half, 
and 
to take the lead.” 


| PROBLEMS 
“There are a n 

‘lems which make 
bring Africans 


umber of prob 
e it difficult to 
. into the Games 
teams. It is nonsense to suggest 
that teams from Southern Africa 


should be banned fro i 
m competi 
on these grounds.” ae 


, The Britis} , i 
He had broken Chataway, A teeny ee 

statements Supporting a ban on 
Southern African teams. Immedi- 
ately he read it Pirie wrote a 
letter expressing his disapproval 
of Chataway’s views to a South 
African newspaper, 


He streaked away from a tirim 
dged into the lead. 
stless Pirie to end with a sprint 


ecord Ly 11.4sec. 
Pirle said afterwards. “He ran 
He is the best 
I’ve come across in 
outhern Africa.” 
Mr Evans, who brought Muleya 
Lusaka for this meeting, DOUBTS OF STATUS 
immediate plans Meanwhile it 
. There are plenty of announced from Norther 
ther good athletes at the Hodson desia that Muley “i ern Rho- 
like Muleya” he ; a Nas never run 
just one of a fine ;CUtSide Northern Rhodesia, 


was officially. 


istance. He is a three miler the) Northern Rhodesi 


est he has done for the mile is a fairly com Thee Mulere 18 F 


i ; mon name amon 

Natives in the territory. ‘ 
Mr. Ken Sprout, the sec = 

e : secretar 

I knew of the Mashonaland Amateur Ath. 


Reverting to the three miles 


letic Association Said that h 
ic , e was 
I told waiting for clarification on the - 
allegation from Northern Rhodesia; 
stand the pace Pirie and Halberg. he pointed out 
‘could not possibly’ run against: - 
Muleya if he Was ‘a professional. 


im to stick with Pirie and Sua- 


if he could 


CROWD RESPONDED 


N historic occasion in athletics south of the Sahara. a oh oe 

first time an African lines up with Europeans in ral 
national event—barefooted Muleya, from roving = ‘ : 
The picture is of the most dramatic moment in the r ea 


i trailed Gordon Pirie for eight laps, is moving 
og cparark aegion almost effortlessly, and to win by 100 Ce 
to tumultuous applause from Europeans and fecnatcoag| = 
swarmed over the track to carry him shoulder high in a frenzy 

of excitement. 


:vative athlete’s triumph in three miles 


Nhe tintince anita, ~ Debi,” at ed eae. Se See 


even more so because it was coms 
pletely unexpected. Nobody 
could have pictured Pirie, former 
{ 
H 
3 
: 


holder of the world record for 
the distance and present holder 
of the 3,000 metres record, being 
so mercilessly thrashed ‘by an 
unknown bare-footed African. 
But it happened. And when 
the spindly-legged Muleya broke 
the tape there was pandemonium 
let loose. j 


It seemed as though half the 
Africans in Salisbury were there, 
They swarmed across the track, 
ignoring the race stragglers who 
had been lapped, and grabbed 
their hero. 


He disappeared into a seeth- 
ing shrieking mob of black men, 
women and children. 


SHOULDER. HIGH i 


Seconds later he broke the sur- 
face ... a helpless, writhing 
figure being carried triumphantly 
shoulder-high across the ground. 

But make no mistake. His was 
a great win; a win against all 
the odds—and a new Rhodesian 
record in 14min. 48.5sec. 

Yet when it was all over and 
the excitement had died down, 
Muleya told me:— : 


erent 


‘Tt was too slow for me at the | 


start ... far slower than I have 


been accustomed to running. i 


Pirie I would win. It was won- 


derful.” 

And Pirie? No comment on 
his own running. But of Muleya 

said: 
ne tte ran a great race. With 
better training and coaching 
methods he could be in world 
class. ‘ a 
At the end, the Mashonaland 
Amateur Athletic Board pre- 
sented Pirie and his wife Shirley 
with a plaque as a memento. But 
that plaque will not be going to 
New Zealand later this month 
with the Piries. 

For Pirie immediately handed 
it to Muleya, whose black back 
he had seen receding into the 
distance during the last agonis- 
ing mile. 


Gordon “Puff - Puff’ Pirie 
, trailed home in a blinding rain- 
storm 100 yards—yes, a hundred 
yards —- behind a bare-footed: 
African unknown called Muleya 
in the three miles. 


;. Xt will be a long, long time 
i before I forget that sight. The’ 
tall pencil-thin figure in the 
shabby old green tracksuit, had 
turned into 'a glistening black 
athlete... ; 

His ey legs had scythed 
away e la until, when he 
breasted the tape, it seemed for 
& moment that only one man was 
running. : wet 


the most exciting race ever wit- 
nessed in this country. 


The crowd had gone along to 
see the two famous Olympic stars, 
_ Pirie and Murray Halberg, and 


It looked as if Pirie was trying 
to burn Muleya out, as he main- 
tained the furious pace. It was 


now a two-man affair. Suddaby 
had dropped far behind. 
During the sixth lap Pirie 


started to throw anxious glances | 


over his shoulder. Muleya was 
still there, smiling and running 
with style and grace. He was well 
within himself. He was not crack- 


He also had high praise for the 
way the crowd responded 
to Muleya’s fine race. “They were 
marvellous. It was great to see 
them stand up and cheer this boy. 
It was a sincere appreciation of a 
good runner.” 

And the fact that this Salisbury 
crowd did respond is a sure indi- 


Cation that from now an thaw will 


“But I knew when I passed | 
} 


Long Shadow ° 

From the beginning it had 
been Pirie versus Muleya, with 
former Welsh international 
Chris Suddaby there as a pos- 
sible. ; a 
. Pirle took the lead. immedi- 
ately, with the African, like a 
long, black shadow at his heels. 

One lap... two laps... four 
++. Bik... Seven laps it was the 
same. 


_ Near. the. end of the fifth lap 
Pirie glanced over his shoulder 
but the Dark Shadow was still 
there, his long, raking effortless 
stride keeping him just a yard 
and a half away. ; 

Then the start of the eighth 
lap.. Muleya passed the former 
world record. holder, and from 


than an tt wran a -~~+-~-1-— 


Wife of Official Says S.A. Athletes Should be Congratulated, But — 
Springbok Manager Agrees 
Partly With Criticism by 

Halberg, 


3 e 
Pirie 
R. CLARK SCHOLTZ, manager of the Springbok 


athletic team at the Empire Games, agrees with two 
points that Gordon Pirie and Murray Halberg made last 


week before they left for New Zealand. 
Making some caustic comments 

‘about their tour at Jan Smuts 

airport, the runners said that By R O N 

criticism of themselves was unfair 

|,as they could not be expected to a ~ 

' approach four minutes for the S = E E L E 

mile every time they ran; they 

thought their programme t00/in time keeping, if there is a re- + 

rugged, the administration of|cord.” 

South African athletics petty, the} “Did you think their programme 

i organisation of Union track meet-!was too cumbersome?” I asked. 
ings dreary toe and the prizes} “Nonsense,” replied Mr. Ellis. 

jigiven at meetings “peanuts.” “Chris Chataway, Tom Courtney 

|; and Kurt Nielson all had similar 


SUNDAY TIMES, JOHANNESBURG, TRANSVAAL, DECEMBER 2] L958. 


| Must Stop Haggling litinaries and they didn’t com- 


“We must make our athletic plain, 
, meetings more interesting other-| “Why, Nelson ran in some of 
| wise we cannot attract the public” the most appalling conditions, but 
; Said Mr. Scholtz, jwhen he left the Union he said COME TO 
THIS? 


Mr. Scholtz agreed  whole-|that his reception here had been 

heartedly with Pirie, Halberg’s|the best ever,” said Mr. Ellis. 

| -claim that there was too much; And Mr. Ellis is quite right. 

| pettyness in union athletics. Apparently Pirie and Halberg do 
“We must stop haggling and|not appreciate our open-arm hos- 

| get stuck into the game” added | pitality. 

' Mr. Scholtz. ——s 

“But I don’t agree with some’ 
of their other remarks” concluded 
Mr. Schoitz. 

Mrs. Ellis, the wife of Mr. O. C. 
/Ellis, chairman of the southern 
| Transvaal officials association, was 
‘ disgusted.” | 

“Maybe our athletes do run|- 

for ‘peanuts.” They should be! 
congratulated on this,’ she said. 
“We give them a medal; surely 
i gra this symbolizes as much as a gold 
watch or whatever they receive” 
Hshe added. 
-Rh¢ Mr. Ellis slated both athletes. 
abi “pirie fell foul of British 
xen oticials, now he comes here and 
and cls us how to run our track 

“meetings,” he said. 

‘' “There is nothing wrong with 
ath]Cur administration; South Africa 
tion C22 hold her own with any 
mer Country in the world. 

cast “I have officiated overseas and 
twas at Cardiff and even there 
Jathletes wander around the field, 
Acand delays can always be expected 
Olyr : = = 
had 

yard 

a tk 

into 


only 


Ce | Last week the world athletic stars Murray Halberg and Gordon Pirie said on leaving | 
4.000 | Jan Smuts airport for New Zealand that the prizes awarded at South African ,athlétic H 
| * meetings were “peanuts.” i 
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| oi GoePer PIRIE is back in the 
a for the second time—with a differ- 
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| Pirie Outclassed In 
| U.S. Two-miles 


Gordon Pirie, globe-trotting 
British athlete, finished a poor 
third in a record-breaking two- 
mile race at Pomona (Cali- 

nia). 
toryinnet was Lieut, Bill Del- 
linger (U.S.A.F.), in an Ameri- 
can national record time of 
8 min. 48.2 sec. Next came 
Jerome Walters, of Los Angeles, 
in 8 min. 49.4 sec. with Pirie 
third in 8 min. 59.3 sec. 

Both Dellinger and Walters 
were inside the previous Amer> 
can national record of 8 min. 
49.6 sec. set by Horace Ashen- 
felter in June. 1955.—Reuter. 


ci 3 Fe 
nie 

BILL DELLINGER, recordmé 
and three miles, 


it two 


old country from New Zealand 


ence. 
A week ago he ran a two mile race in California 


on his way here. It was reported that he had 
permission from the Amateur Athletic Association 


to compete. 

First thing the A.A.A. officials knew about this 
“permission ” was when they read it in a news agency 
message. : 

The” A.A.A, are now holding an. inquest into the 

ini CULILONIA LACE, They will 
‘also discuss an approach 
Gordon Pirie made to the 
Russians last yvear_ before 
he went to New Zealand. 
The A.A.A. Understand 
Pirie asked the Russians to 
help him with his fare to 
Europe on the grounds that 
he will be running +n 
Moscow in September. 
Snag here is that if Pirle 
is not picked for the British 
team he just cannot run in ‘ ss : — 
eet Gordon has over- Smiling athlete Gordon Pirie, who ae a _ 
looked other athletic detalls. Airport from New York with his wife, ay op 
annot even compete fot that he is coming back here for good. He said he ho} 
ta da came running during his visit, which will | 


ye Inter-Count 


N what was only his second ten-mile road-race, Tony 
Towell, of Herne Hill Harriers, created a sensation 
on Saturday afternoon at the annual Kodak sports 
meeting, held at their sports ground at Wealdstone, by 
defeating Britain’s Olympic runner, Gordon Pirie. 
After a lap of the track Pirief ~~ -=0 - 
left the ground in sixth place 
On the long course which lay 
by Bushey and Oxhey, He fin- 
‘ished third. In second place 
came J, Merriman, Welsh in- 
ternational, running for Wat- 
ford Harriers, who was second 
in the six-miles event at last 
year’s Empire Games, 


Just fine 


Towell quickly took the lead 
and held it throughout the race, 
Afterwards he told the Obser- 
ver: “I didn’t think it was tou 
hot for running, It was just fine, 
I felt the first ‘half of the race, 


but the last three miles I felt 
great.” 


Running in the event two 
years’ ago at Kodak, Towell 
was placed second. His time on 
Saturday was 50 min. 17 sec. 
Merriman returned 50 min, 38 
sec., and Pirie 51 min, 38 sec. 
; it just was not the Pirie 
family’s day. First of all Gor- 
don had difficulty in getting nis 
car into the ground. 

Then he came only third in 
the ten-mile event and his wife, 
although gaining a third place 
in her heat for the 220-yards 
ladies’ open handicap, failed to 
get a place in the final. 
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Piriegoesh 
road...third 


ORDON PIRIE, who has been 

training 20 miles a day since 
his return to England, finished 
third in an open 10-mile road 
race at Willesden yesterday. 
; In a field of 89, Pirie was 
almost on the heels of 24-year- 
‘old Tony Towell (Herne Hill 
‘Harriers) after a mile. Then tiny 
Tony let go — and that was the 
‘last Pirie and the rest saw of 
him. , 

Towell won handsomely in 50 

-min. 38 sec, (against Pirie’s 
51-38). 
Di “No complaints,” said. Pirie. 
“I just didn’t have the speed.” 
Why tackle 10 miles on the road 
at this stage of the track season? 
“T need stamina. Without it, I 
have no speed. I still think I can 
go near the three-mile track 
record.” 

His wife Shirley ran last in a- 
field of six in the 220 yards 
handicap. She was backmarker 
on two yards. 


Af at ai 
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These lads certainiy snowed 
their seniors a thing or two. The 
seniors were last in their battle 
for the Pollitt trophy. 

Six clubs competed—Cam- 
bridge Harriers. Portsmouth A.C., 
Walton A.C., Herne Hill Harriers. 
South London Harriers and 
Brighton A.C.—and_ several 
Olympic and international stars 
appeared. 

Highlight of a crowded after- 
noon was the smooth and 
polished running of Gordon Piric 
in the 2-mile team race. won by 
his club, South London Harriers, 

Pirie quickly went into second 
position behind J. Avery 
(Walton), and looked to be run- 
ning well wi 1 


hin himself as he 
covered the ground with those 
long. eager legs. 


Behind him were Martin 
Hyman (Portsmouth) and Brigh- 
ton's gl Foord, but Pirie 
always ked as thoueh he were 
saving something for the last lap. 

So it proved. Hyman went 
into the seventh and eighth laps 
with 4 ht lead but Pirie closed 


“up is elbow in the back 
straight and in the face of a stiff 
breeze 

With about 150 yards to go 
Gordon shot past the Ports- 
mouth man, accelerating with 
every giant stride. Now the 
spectators jumped to their feet 


Pirie of old. Here was a finish- 
ing kick reminding us how this 
controversial athlete blazed his 
way into world ciass. 

Phe first mile took tmin. 43sec. 
and the fina! time was 9min. 10.2 
sec. ; 

“This will be my only race In 
England this sumimet Pirie told 
nie. I go to Germany 
morrow. then on to No: 
think Tin) 7 zood fe 
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Pirie’s great win in 


‘farewell’ race 


A BIG surprise at the Brighton Athletic Club Polli 
1 llitt Troph 
as mercee yesterday Was the appearance of Gordon Pirie, 
bi “as not be racing again in England this Summer. He 
ti that he leaves England today with his wife, Shirley 
Stay in Germany and afterwards in Norway. , : 


__ Pirie brought off a great win 
in the two-mile team race, After 
a close fight with Martin 
Hyman, of Portsmouth Athletic, 
the inter-counties six-mile cham: 


back in his old devastating form, 
beat his rival into second place 
by six yards in 9min. 10.2sec., 
with Hugh Foord, the Brighton 
international, third. 

He led South London Harriers 
to team victory with 14pts. 
Walton A.C, being second with 


17, and Portsm hi 
with 22. outh A.C. third 


G° 


pion and record holder, Pirie, “} 


whew 
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Games ‘10,000 ’—ihen 


I quit, says Pirie 


By TERRY 


“Where are you living these 


days?” asxed John Disley. 


ew Zealand,” replied 
without a smile. 


“No, I mean at the week- 
ends,” snapped back Disley with 
the speed he greets the tape. 

“T am 


off to Norway for a 
s on Sunday,” said 
further proof that he 
- changed his role from 
most-controversial to 
avelled athlete. This 


is the second time he has re- 


fram New Zealand. 


His Aim 


vered that his feet 
co run but that he is 


must pay purchase 
‘would mean no Car.” 
asked Pirie whether he 
would be available to run for 
Britain if ne ran good times and 


was chosen. | 

“Tam going to run good 
times.” says the man who has 
broken ee world records in 


“My aim _is good perform- 
ances over 10,000 metres, with a 
few 5,000-metre races mixed in. 
This year I am not going to 
make the mistake of running 


O’CONNOR 


RDON PIRIE, who has been around so long that 
many people assume he must be finished, was 
standing with a group of athletes at the White City. 


made the mistake of running 
more than 100 times. 

“JT was going better in train- 
ing than in 1956 but not pro- 
ducing the times on the track. 
Also it was a mistake to con- 
centrate too much on speed work 
at the cost of building up 
stamina. 

“After the summer I intend 
returning to England for a full 
cross-country season to build 
up for the 10,000 metres at the 
Olympic Games in Rome, Then 
I will retire. win or lose, and 
start a new life in Ne 
land.” 


ATHLETIC 

INTER-CLUB PAARLAUF, 
(Two-man_ relay)—( Chiswick): 
Finchley H. (E. Shirle 
4m 1,333yds; 2, Sout 
(G Pirie, J Disley) 4m 
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PIRIE DOUBLE 
TRONDHEIM, Norway, Satur- 
day —Britain’s Gordon Pirie won 
the 3000 metres in 8min. 20.8sec.. at : 
an athletics meeting here. Pirie’s GORDON PIRIE has been 


ie <a y yvomen's - e * ‘ sf 
We ins Cae ine ce ROE running in Scandinavia 


ace 


ATHLETICS 
OSLO (Norway).—5,600 metres: 
1, P. Bolotnikoy (Russia), 13m 
, 568.; 2, T. Torgersen (Norway); 3. 
iG. Pirie (GB) 14m 29.48 
; Women’s 100 metres: 1, R.- Buer 
| (Norway) 12s.; 2S. Pirie, 12.28 
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Soo MARar 
Pirie fourth Vv 
Gordon Pirie (Great Britain) 1s Ak ra tan our on hs SBM 
finished fourth in a 5,000 metres » tore : ce / 


event at an international ath- 


Pa 
5 - 5 i) [ 
lelics meeting in Oslo, Reuter f Fé y OS ads) lath er CA.) { Ii SP 
reports. Winner was. Tom hing a We AX ‘ = Leese We FIC iA Ni [\set 
Togersen (Norway) in 14 


minutes 15 seconds. Pirie 
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ATHLETICS 
_BERCEN (Norway).—5.000 metres: 
G. Pirie (G.B.). 14m 29 
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Women’s 400 metres: Mrs. S [x7 hkl NOt MH ie faeat Vous 


PEXILE PIRIE 
BRITAIN 
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7 FLASH GORDON is back. 


Ee agal 


Here’s the familiar puff- 


puff style and, at the end. 


of it, a satisfied smile as he 
breaks the tape. 


* * * 


The rest? A long way 


behind as Pirie wins the 
invitation two-mile at 
London’s White City. 

In the distance behind 


him you. can see his old : 


fi A ‘i 


NEW, relaxed, sweet-tempered Gordon Pirie surged back to London’s 
White City yesterday as a dramatic two-mile conqueror .. . and 35,000 


victory-starved Britons roared a warm “ Welcome.” Pirie, flown specially 


from Norway for the invitation event, won with a lot to spare in 8min. 39sec. 


his second fastest for the distance. 


He was followed home by 
another of the old White 
City personality gang, 
Derek Ibbotson, in 8min. 
41.6sec. 


These two—recently rejected by 
the British selectors because of 
“lack of pace”—jammed the 
crowds back to the White City 
They also delivered a knock-out 
blow to the young; ambitious 
middle-distance men of Britain. 

AAA. three-mile champion 
Bruce Tulloh did not finish; 
inter-counties three-mile cham- 
pion Stephen James finished last; 
and sturdy, fag-puffing Kevin 
Gilligan, of Oxford University, 
managed fifth place. 

Pirie cooed in 
would certainly like 
Britain again.” 

The other 


delight: “I 
to run for 


27-year-old “ old- 


Sanaa” 


SAM LEITCH 
reports a 
great come-back 


timer,” Ibbotson, said coyly: “I’m, 
really delighted.” 

Both must go into Britain’s 
side against Poland at the White 
City on August 14-15. From what 
I heard back stage both will be 
included. I 

The British Amateur Athletic 
Board selected the team on Sun- 
day, but -lagt night Leslie True- 
love, British team-manager, Jack 
Crump, secretary, and Pat Sager 
A.A.A, teafa-manager, held 4 ff 
emergency meeting. 


a 

Object? Almost certainly to eet 
Pirie defititely and Ibbotson, il 
possible/into the Polish match. i 
For fvo powerful reasons they ° 
should be back. They are still 


Britem’s best, and, look how 
they packed in the crowds. Yes- 
terday’s attendance was more 


than double that of Saturday, 


READY TO LOSE 


The two-mile race was not in- 
cluded in the two-day match be- 
tween Britain and West Germany, 
which the German men won by 
117-95 points and the British 
girls won 64-51. 

But the emphatic defeat of our 
men seemed to be tempered by 
the smart return of Pirie, who is 
working in an Oslo bank and 
“having my most relaxed season 
for years,” 

“Running today has cost me 
three days wages,” he said,“ But 
I don’t mind losing some more to 
run against Poland.” 

Pirie came to 
cared. ‘‘After r 
got 


White City 


the bir 


4 


There was a’ hum of expectancy | 
as the long legs warmed up. The 
rumble - became’ a roar as he 
stormed’ into the ‘lead on the 
second bend, lost it, but kept in 
a cute threesome of Ibbotson, 
Peter Clark and Pirie for the last 
Mileles geet: PS 

Up the: back straight, with 
Ibbotson in the lead, Pirie un- 
leashed, a. great surge 80. yards 
from the tapes and won.by six 
yards. He looked capable of a 
far faster time,, 

A superb piece of team-work 
by policeman Stan Eldon and that 
great-hearted, little Welshman 
John- Merriman, carved up the 
Germans in the six-mile event. 

Both switched the lead devas- 
tatingly, ‘killed off” the tall 
Xaver Hoger, and after 20 laps 
left -him ‘trailing. Eldon. won 
with a sprint finish. 


(GORDON PIRIE cannot expect 

@ hero’s return when he runs 
in the, invitation’ two miles at 
‘London's. White City tomorrow. 
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Pirie’s knack 


ms NEWS that Gordon Pirie 


‘= will be competing - at 
London’s White City on August 

- Bank Holiday Monday came 
‘asa surprise even to his 


| mother. 


Pirie has been working in an 
Oslo Bank, with plenty of 
opportunities for training. I 
would not be in the least sur- 
prised if he beat John Ander- 
son’s fastest two-mile time of 
the year of 8min 40.0sec. : 

Pirie has a remarkable knack 
of never missing a year with- 
out a sensational. performance. 

Talking of his Olympic 
Games 10,000 metres pros- 
pects, Stan Eldon told me the 
other day: “I never write off 
Gordon Pirie. He’s one of the 
niost dangerous rivals anyone 
could have.” 


gsy -present working inva bank 
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‘ rie: 
UD “one: e has failed to 


Om the 
hetrests evidence of his 5, 


+ Pirk fe 
Sree 


put 
? erformance since 
returning to Barone this “season: 
ce-on Thursd ihen. 
: aN sday when 
ris, fia Shed third, 300 yards 
behind the Russian Volot Likov, 


who. has. been running in world 


c:ass for eight years, 
When he was last in London, 


Pirie ‘told me “I am _concen- 
trating on the 10,000 this 
season in preparation for the 


Olympic. Games.” 

Pirie, bowever, has yet to run 
his’ first 10,000 metres race this 
summer, What's more, his 
5,000. metres time on Thursday 
of 14min, 294sec, does not 
indicate he is anywhere near 
ready for a class distance race, 


racing rival, Derek Ibbot- 
son. 
were nowhere. 


Bill 
i special’ Herald picture. 
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Britain’s new boys 
* *. * 


Jones took. this 


UP 
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“2.000 m: 1) D. Waern, Orgryte, 5.05,6, 
2) S$, Lewandowski, Polen, 5.07,2, 3) G. 
Pirie, England, 5.11,4, 4) A. D. Gordon, 
d:o, 5.14,4, 5) G. Snygg, Ymer, 5.18.4, 
9 M. J. Palmer, England, 5.29.4, q) K. 

undavist, Boris, 5.29.6, 8) R. Lind- 
gren, “Ymer, 5.30,0, 9) L. Mattsson, 
Orient, 5.32.0, 10) R. Gottfridsson, IFK 
Goteborg, 6.10,0. i 


Waern och Lewandowski har hjalpt varandra till fina tider. Har ses 
de bada fran sin duell i Stadion fér en tid sedan dd Lewandowski 
blev démt som segrare. 
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SK ou V6. 1964 


1) G. Pirie, England, 85,8 3.000 meter blev en kamp mel- 

arsland, Norge, 8,15, : lan Gordon Pirie och Bertil Kalle- 

9 These i vAgh, sedan Lennart Johansson 

B, Kal dragit upp farten med 4,01 pa 

we Sen y's Pe : celled ikais 1.500. Pirie overtog Jodningan. och) 
‘Nygaatd, Norge, 8.34.2; 10) G. Wac- engelsmannen vann pa sin briljan- 


ikerfeldt, Viking, 8.38,2; 11) O- Adalmgs ta s Piri ick fi 8.08,7. 
‘kerf ;  BO8,25 zs > purt. Pirie fick fina’. 8.08,7, 
Bon, 48,0; js ras . 
: Oren san0. alas) Scenes agony langt under Kallevahs gamla ban- 
: Turn Gren - rekord, och den sistnamnda var 
bara tre sekunder efter. ”"" Ki 
3.000 m: 1) G Pirie England -8.08,7,! 
2) B. Kallevagh Mjélby 8.11,8, 3) I) 
Jénsson Mariestad 8.45,6, 4) .G Kj 15] 
man Ymer 8.46,3, 5) B Flink Stens on 
8.47,0,.6) B Jonsson Lidkoping 8.50.0.| 
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| PIRIE WINS 3,000 METRES 


Gordon Pirie won a. 3,000- 
metre race in 8min. 21.4sec. in 
Gothenburg. Second was Kalle. 
yazh: of Sweden. in 8.22. 
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VARLDSELITEN | me ee inca 
pa 1500 meter | BEAGLES’ BIG DAY 

WAERN, LEWANDOWSKI, VALENTIN eae LONDON HARRIERS RETAIN RELAY TITLE 
Arets hinderlopp: | a “onlookers . 


mlookers as the greatest sporting event in the history 
‘relay race promoted by Surrey Beagles on Saturday 
t a1 populace with a unique opportunity to witness some 
star distance runners in action within a stone’s throw of their 
/ ; on Pirie, recently returned to this country from Norway, an& 

tie ra F - - Sand e each making ‘their first appearance in the race, in which 


Norberg - Tjérnebo - Tedenby - Ake Jansson - Helander 
mot Pirie och Palmer. 


ee ee 


— a Oa Y : by internationals Hugh Foord, Laurie Reed and Tony 
3.000, hinder: 1) G/T ; e : Hernation: , 
singborg 9.08.2, 2 oi Nochece Sena ; ‘en and a new course helped to make the race, the ninth 


bybePr 9.09,0, 3) 3. Jansson, Kavrnsve- 
den 9.09,4,.4) L, Helander, IF. Linnéa 
9.24.2, 5) G. Pirie, England 9.24.8, 6) M. 
P. Palmer, -England 9,27,0....7) “EE. 
Gustafsson, Malarhéjden 9.34,2. 


ccessful yet. Forty-two runners, representing 23 clubs, 


‘on the first of six laps of a little over two miles which 
t-Lown End into Whyteleafe-road, then through Ninehams-. 


| Money-road back to Westway. 
'}man had failed to arrive. The South. 
jers. | London C team, achieved the distinction 
of finishing in front of all except one of . 
+ | the-B‘ teams jn the race,*and. in’ fact’ 
| finished well ahead of many first. teams 
from. smaller. clubs. . Such is the depth. 
of reserves possessed by this club. ‘Their 
D team finished 24th out of the 34 teanis 
‘who completed the course. 
.. Of the other local teams taking. part, 
Croydon Harriers did well to take’ 1th 
place, Mitcham A.C. held on to take 4th 
‘place, Redhill and Reigate A.C. took 13th 
position. - Epsom and Ewell H, ” dis- 
appointed with 27th, and the promoting 
club, * Surrey” Beagles, failed to take 
advantage of the sound start which they 
were given, and eventually finished in 
29th place. “+ - 


After ‘the race the trophy and prizes 
were presented to the winning teams by 
Mr. W. C. Young, -hon. secretary of the 
Surrey Playing Fields Association. After 
complimenting the Surrey Beagles on the 
success of the event he reminded the 
assembled athletes that his organisation 
was there to help them, and would look 
favourably upon reasonable requests fo 
financial assistance in providing facili. 
ties and equipment. 

Results: 1, S.LJH. A (C. Wilson 10,07 
R.. Langridge 10.21, J. Pegley 10.05, L. 
Reed 9.58, R. Darchambaud 10.06, G. 
Pirie 9.49; total time 60.26: 2, Walton 


? 


AC., 61.24; 3, Brighton A.C., 61.54; 


4, Mitcham A.C. 62.34; 10, SLH. C., 
64.13 (J. Prince 11.01, F. D. Gilson 10.12 


CORDON PIRIE WITHDRAWS 
FROM THE BRITISH -TEAM 


this week-end as he states: “I cannot afford loss of 
earnings for absence from work in an Oslo bank.” F 
i 


Hassa Norberg leder i hinderloppet fore Tjérnebo, 


Pirie is at present living in 
Norway and working as a bank 
clerk on a day-to-day. basis at 
35s. a day. 


He agreed to run against i 
i / Poland after his fine two-mile ' 
victory at the White City on i 


August Monday. | 


Pirie has twice emigrated to | 


' New Zealand, but is back in 
: Europe to prepare for the Olym- 
pic Games in Rome neXt year. 


He is living in Oslo because it 


through John Peg- 


Steen aN Brg pore i ley (10.05) who handed over just 6/y Dun. ’ 
TAP is PRL s hi : ’ : gate 10.34, M. Laker 10.41, D, 
BBRITAIN'S selectors make themselves look ridiculous, said Se Oe ee aie it poeta a eRe he bree aa ¢ ‘282 | Robertson 10.36, J. Lyne 11.09); i, Groy: 
~.... Gordon Pirie last night. He is not in the team nominated’ poard have nominated Mike | much 8.L.H. could increase their | db don H., 64.51 (G. Neal 10.41, B. Proctor 
yesterday to meet Russia in Moscow next month. Bullivant (Derby and County for with their big att to one ¥; | 10.85, A. Glover 11.15, M. Collis 10.35, 
“Iwas hoping to be picked » AG) to run in Pirie’s place. was then fairly Fein that they were | M-Caudwell 10.57, A. Fox 10.48); 13° 
toe eae. 9.000. metres,” admite.| the mile against Poland, a. dis-d unlikely to be beaten. Laurie Reed with | R°dill_ and Reigate, 65.38; 21, Mitcham 
ted Pirie, fastest man in the | tance. which everyone knows is ins They'll Be Wary a fast lap of 958 took his club into a| > 67-45; 24, S.L.H. D, 69.21 (M. Malton 
‘world’ ‘oyer this © distance last |’ best, and put me in the three miles. ae clear lead of 26 seconds by ‘ih an | 11115, L. Brace 10:58, J. Benson 10.56, D. 
‘year... ‘* My. two-mile run (in| in ‘his place, we would have won Pirie’s withdrawal might cost the fourth stage which was h hes 01 | Musto 12.50, B. Mottram 11.26, S. Skelton 
-hondon this month proved I’m | that match—notJost it. ¢p. him.a trip to Moscow and Hel- | Darchambaud with a time of 1006 ary 11-56); 27, Epsom and Ewell H, 70.47: 
in better form than 12 months ! @ Dene Johnson, who also with- sinki next month. Without evi- | the Memiecwes mit hecond oy ae, and').28° Croydon B, 70.52; 29, Surrey Beagles, 
hago. = eis ming miisein eran inaaed dence of Pirie’s fitness over six the “Gnaties Tie Cord ee PI oubt on} 7109 (K. Sheppard 10.37, J. Gridley 
iE suppose I'm out because 1 428 Js also missing f miles the selectors will be wary sine pt ae eh sok a Sead phe | 11.53, A. Goodwin 12.44, Mt. Ghampnese 
[didn't run against Poland. The of naming him for a -distance ye Walto it Setting orem |19-49; ‘a. Howland 11.44, K. T. Carte 
selectors didn’t say that. the real event against the Russians. over Walton A.C. after setting up the 11.13) 
reason I withdrew was because I In a statement ~ to-day, the fastest lap time of 9.49... Walton were ae 
, was picked for a distance I had Athletic Board said: “ Having , comfortably ahead of Brighton who had 
| not © Las AAR NRG ds Se first accepted the invitation, been put back well into the race by 
[Detter ‘than Poland's. But 1 thine cre Bo aurea he fae tt tanh Se Se seo fa = t pees 
wi rer 5, that, with re nce, f second fastes eed 
BO ET ue ye Eee as ee sea gettest Lap... 
arte) woun: MAR ey hai ; nnot & e loss ou London = Harriers, 
the sense to el Todotson, a aS cere which absence from | sles in 29th place Gordon Pirie putting up the fastest 


i bs ; aniory tas HAL Sahay Sin oT F ota: LST “ear 
rr his work would entail He also The success of their sanioy tanm hata: Sey Test era ee 


| too well for him. 
| meeting, sponsored .by the 
their best form. I attribute this 


year will be at Manchester on 


“during the winter. At  theg 
-metres. 
10,000 metres. It will be too hot 


form that can win). Hid - 
: Lrcte Ry pnunedy RACE 


Olympic medal hy 
le yl : v : a : ats hen he sprinted away 


Besa f : 3 i Ps ps ~ Pees ; 36sec, after a slow 
ORDON PIRIE, now 28 but seemingly nsf 0D Hs hai/;: Kt R mile. : 
G running back into his old form, served kv EN In EAU Panu ex, SPORT = oe . st, 


Maneueseh fon L 


“Manchester the German, 
DS ee napn. outclassed | 


‘notice at the White City, London, last night eA Ty i 

that it will take a lot to beat him in next yeat’s wi fe Uae fa. ee eee 

Olympic 5,000 metres..25 3, Oe spoor show over 
In the London y. 


¢ 


Stockholm match he outpaced We ees the bes "speed 
a Strong three-mile field with a. last-furlong dash 3 soe ade hi 
which took him to the tape two yards ahead of British py 
champion Stan Eldon. in 13min. 25sec.- ‘ 

It was Pirie’s fastest three-mile race, Thirty thousand 
fans Acclaimed his triumph, even louder than they did ihe 

Amin. 59.7 mile “run. by Sweden’s Sergeant. Dan Waern. 


sheers for Waern were tempered by the depressing thought 


that England could not get a man in the first. six. “was rather disappointing in 


The three. miles was a thrill-/—~ grag a a local runner, set a 
Honicke. 


All four at some time shared : 
the brunt of the pace:work. At P i aie Ser eat 3 
the €énd of two miles a sudden ore eT : ‘ 
burst by Honicke looked dan- 
gerous until the three English- 
men swept past him. Hyman 
was in the lead as they came to 
the bell. ; 


No doubt 


There was never any doubt 
about the result once Pirie got; 
into his stride about 300 yards 
from home. His legs seemed ‘to 
eat up the yards as he went 
striding out in front, almost like® 
a furlong runner. 

Eldon made a determined bid 
in the home straight, but Pirie 
was too far in front and going 


ing race fought-out virtually. in} : bed ® @ ae ot East 
the last mile by four men—‘ + : iene : iS 

Pirie, “Eldon, Martin Hyman, ' c Big hae a ; 

and Hast German | Gerhard > : : apa x: : j 


* 


= Ma UR EAaL) EL Bele red to fi at White City, Manchester, % 
Satie Otect furlong 
ed in the a . 


Sen went 


S$. Hermann winning. the mile event in 4min. 3.6sec. 
eas last night 


Many athletes at this floodlit 
Evening News, failed to produce 


to end-of-season. staleness. 
Pirie admitted afterwards that 
having fewer races this season 
has helped him to sharpen ‘his$ 
running. - ' 
He said: My last race this# 


LLOWING néws of 

he retirement of the 
eNO ticties chan. ; 

an 1 00 metres cham- is 

Basha ie word thet ni This could make 

Tunner- - OY (3 a, , 

“shorter distance, Gordon Gordon Pirie PIRIE SEES HIS 

~ Pirie, is training like a | 

demon, | TEAM BEATEN 


1] 
: Foe Cemans, that run a mile! By GEORGE HARLEY 


Friday in the mile. I shall dog 
some cross - country running? 


Olympics my aim is 5,0008 
“No, I’m not interested in the 


in Rome for that.” And with a 
dig at Eldon, he added : “ 'That’s 
what he ought to be going for.” 


in. 30.3lsec. each in under ORDON PIRIE was the 
in. Ie in- most disappointed i 
BE arn Se ca a by SYDNEY HULLS SPECTATOR. at. the : 
{ German ‘coach Woldemar- Se ONS fires Wak iibeer Reigate Friory crate) saul: 
} Gerschler, does*not bring him G : ; Tond try_relays on Saturday. 
to a peak too early offered a job—in a London He pulled a calf muscle 
= ‘ Strip-tease club ! in training and could: not 
Our best hope ..Dean-street showman — Michael help his club, South: Lon- 
. * F Klinger, 38, wrote to Pirie yesterday don Harriers. defend ‘the 
pee of th Continental joftering him a posiign shar woud | trophy. - 
experts give Pirie a chance of igive him time o waning i He saw them lose it by 
an Olympic title in Rome. I, jcompetition. x 4 t . Re h- 
sae shoes ; “pr fan,” Klinger told fifty yards to Surrey At 
Boe xeeare aa a pe at See appalled when’ I Tead | letic Club, whose time for 
thhcoe S pmos we 000 sheteos that he could not ag Ore pe for the thirteen aan a he s 
x : Ss reat. Britain against Poland at the { ours 52m. 10s. 
and believe he has a better Sits cltg beemuse che wonla lose mile course was Gan. 208, 
chance of a Gold Medal than pay. 
any other British male athlete. | “7 do not think England can 
Pirie,. who will be’ 29 when afford to lose any top athlete at 
the Olympic Games take place this time. I feel sure there is a 
next summer, plans to retire jplace in my organisation, 
from the track afterwards and [ges Fy Pi ° 
return to New Zealand. Wary iFie 


In. Oslo, Pirie was a little wary 
about whether he would accept or 
not. 

“What would I do in a strip- 
ase club?” he asked. “I wou:d 
like to know a few.more details 
jbefore. I make a decision. But I 
jappreciate the thought very much. 
lIt's nice to know people care about 


the sport and athletes. 


a floor manager. 
him. Tm sure 
very happy 
ng here.”. 


Lee Nu lossy County, Blow for Britain’s 
Paris 1% OS world record runne: 
xX 


GORDON PIRIE 
Tronic situation 


E old ‘Iron Horse” Gordon Pirie, holder of the world’sr- 
_ 3,000 metres record, will have fo cut down on ‘his often-; 
fantastic training and racing programme in this forthcoming 
Olympic year. — ; : : 
“Pirie, who arrivyed-in this country from Germany on Christmas| 
Be rT ‘Day, had consultations with his German 
advisers before he left. ; 
Then -he said: “The trouble is, my heart ts far 
ey CE ‘too strong for.my muscles. They told me this! 
‘before I left. It means I shall have to cut my 
racing and -training by more than half this 


season.” 
First “casualty” is the withdrawal of .“ Puff- 


x Fee Bg Pabac ae 


HEUX YIENT D’ETRE.DONNE. LES FAV ORIS SONT ENFERMES ET HL. LEUR FAUDRA SPRINTER POUR SE DEGAGER. 


‘LE DEPART DU CHALLENGE LEFAUC 


ow preparing; 
9 ¢ as the 
next-———- 


PIRIES 


Puff”. from the Surrey county cross-country| | eeescceccece 
championships which take place on Saturday. ; f 
How bitterly ae anes ie — ight es aed ROM F 
t displayed more “heart” than almost any Bri 
‘holder ae Prrorldt athlete of the past decade should now find his “secret 
=the 3,000 metres: © : weapon ” potentially turned against him. _ Occeccsvocse 
(ame PLL OLE SL ED: = Zi e,. 7) ; FL > - 2 oe 
a Pirie heart worry > ROUTIN: 
CROSS COUNTRY hess i 
PIERRE LEFAUCHEUX INTER- $00290000¢008008 


| NATIONAL RACE (Les Mureaux, 
| 55 Mmiles).—1, Vanderwatyn (Bel- 


gium), 28m. 55.8s.; H. Ameur 
(Prance), 28m. 56.4s.; 3, R. Vanden 
borre (Belgium), 29m. ‘22s. British 


Piacings : 10, L. Reed, 29m. 55s.: 
i 30m. 3 


} 30m. 4781; 23. fh. 
{0.18.2 35, D. Gil 


ust 


watch him go 


By DOUG WILSON 


@aN ORDON PIRIE may. bé worried about his heart, he may 


thave cut down on his training and he may be nearing 


LEEP your way 
an Olympic tit! 
Thot’s port of Gore 


ee ¢ 
the end of his career. But it’s going to take a super fit Pirie’s plan to earr 


‘man to Bee him in the Southern Counties Spee a place in Britoi: 
country ampionship at Parliament Hill, ndon, nex > 
Saturday. © athletic teom 


Gordon. who will be 29 next month, had a medical overhaul 
in Germany a few weeks ago, and since then has been concerned 
about his heart. He’s reputed to have curtailed his training. But 
these worries didn’t: prevent his winning South London Harriers 
'10-mile cross-country championship recently in very fast time. 

At present Britain’s 3,000-metre world record-holder is on the 
Continent, but he has let it be known in real old Gordon style 
that he’ll “run-everybody into , ft wit 
the deck” next Saturday. : 

‘However, after’ the massed 
Start of more than 500 runners, 
|8alloping Gordon will have no 
easy job. 

He'll be target No. 1 of such 
dangerous rivals as defending 
champion Stan. Eldon, the Berk- 
shire policeman, Frank Sando 
(Aylesford), if recovered from 
} flu, John Merriman (Watford), 
Alan Perkins (Ilford) and Bruce 
Tullo’ (Portsmouth). 

The team event should be a 
close struggle between Thames 
Valley and South London. But 
with Pirie back again my tip 
is $.L.H- i 


Tn the Midland shame 


Rome this year, 


Gordon, facing 
last chance of Olym 
fame has at feo 
twelve hours sleep 
day on his fraini 
agenda, 

He also does weig! 
training «morning « 
night plus a punishi 
ten-mile run on | 
track: each mid-day 

“There’s been a 
of nonsense talk 
about my heart,’’ sc 
Pirie. ‘' Truth js 
heart is superb, 1f: 
muscles were as ge 


nA AMA - 


Cross-Country 


REED 10th IN FRANCE 


Marcel Vanderwatyn, of Belgium, 
; won the Pierre Lefaucheux cross 
country ‘race at. Les Mureaux, yester- 
day with a time “of ‘28min 55.8, re- 
ports Reuter. 


Best of the South London team was 
L. D. Reed who came tenth in 29-55. 
Other South’ London placings were: 

D. A..G. Pirie 30-32. 14: C. Wilson 30-44, 
16; N. Chavin 30-47, 22: R. Langridge 31-1 


235; D. Gilson (no time), 35. 

South London finished fourth in the 
team competition. Winners were a 
local cluh, 


it vi i ésis 
ar le vent de face qui soufficit violemment, Ameur n’o pu rési 
Rha eteane de Van de Wattyne, vainqueur une fois de plus. 


‘A Cross- 


038-Country 

PIRIE MAY USE 
SSOUTHERN RACE 
/§-AS “WARM-UP” 


S. 
i. 


r 4 j VENT 

FT WO.OLYMPIC TITLES 
ARE OBJECTIVE 
: +) By JACK. CRUMP 
q/TO-DAY’S Southern’ cross- 

a: country championship field 
is probably the best ever and 
_} there’ is considerable excitement 
fas to who will win the individual: 
title at Parliament Hill Fields.. 
Great interest is attached to 
|} D. A. G. Pirie’s entry. t 
i Pirie has as his main objective- 
ym the Olympic 5,000 metres ‘and_ is* 


| 10,000 metres. 
t 


Ambitious as this may seem it is 
significant that his German coach, 
W. Gerschner, a quiet thoughtful’man, 
‘has made no secret of the fact that he 
considers a top-form Pirie, to be un- 
beatable over the shorter distance and 
fully capable of winning both titles. 


Since ‘he returned to this country 
Pirie has trained hard and regularly 
but so. far this. winter has not. dis- 
closed his form in cross-country races. 
If he does not consider it too early 
in. his; training programme and is 
willing to try for ‘victory’he will bea 
very strong contender for the title at 
# present held by S. E. Eldon. 


MERRIMAN CHANCE 
Could Do Well Again 


5 


When Pirie was racing regularly 
,over the country. he was, outstanding 
and, back in his old form, he could 


be ‘so again}: _ Eldon, on the other 
hand, has not-been conspicuously suc- 
cessful so far this winter, he, too, 
having Olympic considerations in 
mind. 

In the inter-county Cross-Country 
hampionship, J. L. Merriman was the 
most convincing of the Southern 
runners and he is a consistent per- 
ormer who could easily defeat Eldon 
fagain as he did at Brighton. 

“A. Perkins, the former national 
‘champion, who ran well to finish 
sixth behind Eldon at Brighton is 
sanother who will like the going at 
+ Parliament Hill Fields while F. J. Sando 
if he has recovered from his recent: 
gold). would not lack supporters in 
shis title-attempts, é 
M. B.S. Tulloh, who has already; 
hada winter's racing at Cambridge 
‘to condition him, F. Seal. the Middle- 


cov champiann. anda trou or 


Sout Lennon Hable 


a 
ray A 


ldnuz (Eras -Lowr(e 


South London H. Champs. Seniors 10 M. 
1, D. A. G. Pirie 55.00; 2, N. Chanin 56.16; 
3, C. Wilson 57.09; 4, J. Lyne 57.25. Hep: 
1,C. F. G. Aldridge 49.28: 2, D. W. Sudbury 
50.07; 3, N. Chanin 50.12. Juniors 5 M. I, 


P. Barber 27.54; 2, C. J. Harvey 28.02; 3, 
A. J. Yates 28.13;.4, N. Dungate 28.17. 
“‘H’ep: 1, W. J. Morris 26.05; 2, A. J. Yates 
8; 3, P. T. Bodley 27.11. Youths 34 M. 


D. G. Stephens 22.35; 2,,.W. C Cheese- 
man 23.05 a. “ 


Mase yt A + é » TAs s 
Dbufhelry CRyss Comb Cu Am Puxsa? [49 


; gen 


'. Getting into their stride in this afternoon’s Southern Counties Cross Country c ampionshi . 
Shortly after the start from Parliament Hill Fields, Hampstead. og veneer 


The senior event over a. Very 
sticky 9 miles course went, to, 
John Merriman (Watford): In 
clocking 48min. 44sec — he 
romped home to win by 200 
yards from Bruce Tulloh 
(Portsmouth) the A.A-A’ three 
mile champion, with Stan 
Eldon (Windsor and Etan), the 
defending champion, third. 

When Merriman. gained a. 30- 
yard lead after 2 miles there 
was no stopping him. There 
was however a desperate battle 
for second place, with Tulloh 
and Eldon fighting it out for 
a neck and neck finish. 

‘Merriman, Empire Games six 
miles silver medallist, is hop- 
ing to run for Britain-in the 

+ Olympic 10,000 metres at 
Rome. But this will be his 
last season of athletics. 
England’s international © cross- 
country captain, Frank. Sando, 
finished fifth to show that he’s 
recovering from his recent 
bout-of flu. But many people 
were disappointed that Gordon 
Pirie was only 13th. Pirie, 
however, was far from de- 
jected. He said,,“ I was quite 


| pleased. I just can’t run over 
j the mud these days. All my 
| training’s done on the’ track 
| and it’s the track that I’m 
( concentrating upon 
‘Results. 
Southern.—; J. Merr.man (Wattorg),’ 2, 
B. Tulioh (Portsmouth). 3. $. Eldon (Wind: 
sor'and Eton) Team: 1, Thames Valley 150 
South London 212: 3. Woodford 
duniors: 1. M. Battey (Thur- 7 
rt ee 33 WwW. L. 1. Card: (Thames. V 4 * 3 é 
Loogoa. Youths: 1°" S "tia Goget” -- John Merriman (Watford H.) winning 
[REP ecg eee the Southern Senior C.C. Championship. 


F, English 


q 
individual cham- 
y wide margins in 
-country race at 
West Bromwich, on 
./ Heatley, of Coventry. 
ght away from the field 
unners and Derby and 


rs’ team? Of 
Were most 


the ‘automatic choice ‘of 
‘Metriman, second, will run 
Glasgow on March 26, and 
+ has agreed to race in the 


oe Be rose ta ore just before him, was 
invited 


the fifth time to run for England 


but declined for the third occasion as he 


is going to Germany to see his coach. He 
will be ascompanied= by the 21-year-old 
Wiggs, who- provided a big surprise by 


finishing. eleventh, so Wiggs has also turned 


down the selectors’ invitation. I find it 
impossible to justify his attitude. A few 
days with a German ‘coach is nothing 
compared with the honour of running for 
England, 9; 


SANDO AGAIN CAPTAIN 


The English team will now presumably 
be as follows :—— B. B, Heatley,-S, E. Eldon, 
G, A: North, JP. Anderson.-F. Norris, 
F. D. Sando (captain), H. Minshall, A. F. 
Perkins, B, Hill-Cottingham. Reserve (to 
traveD, L; D, G. Reed, 

» The withdrawal. of Pirie and Wiggs 
brings in Minshall, a consistent performer 
in university cross-country, the 1957 Eng- 
lish champion in’ Perkins, and the Essex 
runner Hill-Cottingham. Perkins ran with 
a heavy cold and would probably have 
finished a place or two higher without this 
handicap. Sando, taking part in his last 

championship, is once again 
chosen as Captain, while Norris. the defend- 
ing champion, gains another international 
vest at 38. 


MARSHY FIELDS 


Heatley's triumph was the real beacon 
on a day of grey skies and depressing gusts 
of rain. Well built (Sft. 8in. and 10st. 4Ib,) 
for the hilly niné-mile course of undulating 
parkland and marshy fields, he Jooked cer. 

fo win once “he had taken the lead 


ato+ AO ATTN 


With Heatley already i 
.>.in heavy rain. 


, 45min 15sec. 
re North — 


den16 ' 
Saas 


Se 


E (seventh) 


from Eldon: (the latter fell with a mile to 
go), while the fair-headed, broad- 
shouldered Heatley sped farther and farther 
away. ' 

After three miles and a half, 
the »order was Heatley, 
North, Pirie, Eldon, “Norris, Anderson, 
Tulloh, B. B. Craig, and Sando, while a 
Midland journalist was able.to announce 
excitedly that ‘Derby and County were 
already well up for the team honours. At 
the end of the second lap Heatley, striding 
along full of power, was 23sec. ahead of the 
labouring Eldon and then. came North, 
Merriman, Norris, Anderson, and Pirie, 
with another 25sec. gap before Sando and 
Tulloh came in sight, speeding down a 
oa bank and across a jarring asphalt 
path. 


ENCOURAGING POSITION 


On went Heatley, looking fresh and rosy- 
faced, though he later said that he had felt 
tired in the last two miles. He crossed the 
line with arms raised and a wide grin and 
then came the wait for lesser men. The 
chief surprises in the first dozen were Pirie 
at seventh—a most encouraging position in 
view of his Olympic ambitions at 5,000 
metres—Minshall at tenth and then the 
lean, crew-cut Wiggs, who had made some- 
thing of a mark in junior miles after return- 
ing from an American university. 


or one lap, 
Merriman © and} 


Results : — 
INDIVIDUALS.—B. B. Heatley (Coventry Godiva), 
45min 1 x (Watford), 
Ss dsor and Eton), 


ckpool and F 
yell), 46min 


+B. 

3 D. z (Poiytechnic), 
>_L. D.-G. Reed (South London), 
D. Taylor (Grimsby), 47min. 36sec 

y), 47: A. Tayle 


47min cc., 175 
ie Ponders End), 
20 


ys 
Wal 


a Wiexe 


n the lead after a mile and a 


Cen [ 
HeomwicH 


half, his closest rivals plough through mud 
They are Gerry North,-who was. fcurth, J. Merriman (second) and Gordon Pirie 


WHITHER 
GORDON 
|. PIRIE ? 


\ 
asks KEN NORRIS XxX 


ADP RN Ay pap erooroet 
Win or lose, Gordon Pirie always 
seems to hit the headlines. They 
write him up, they write him 
down, they write him every- 
where — this darned elusive 
human hare ! 


“A prophet hath no honour in his 
own land,” so says the legend. 

Thus it is that Gordon Pirie, world 
record holder for 3,000 metres, is 
‘unlauded and unsung by the British 
Press, most of the British Public and 
iall but the athletes who know him, 
jand the Continentals who appreciate 


‘this greatness. 


Other athletes can have an off day, 


‘scratch through injury or finish down 


the field in a race below the normal 
distance, but not he. If he’s beaten, 
it’s “Pirie flops”; if he wins and 
does not set a record it is “ Pirie did 
not try” or alternatively, he was a 
bad sportsman for not letting some 
other athlete win. 

But what of 1960? Pirie, written 
off in 1955, came back to establish 
two world records and take a silver 
medal in 1956. Written off again in 
1958, he put in only two appearances 
at the White City in 1959, winning 
with devastating ease on both 
occasions. 

This winter, with the Olympic 
Games only a few months away, he 
is not mentioned in connection with 
possible finalists or medal winners. 
Here, however, lies his strength. 
Nothing drives him more than 
criticism. Say he’s great and he’s 
finished, but say he’s no good, 
running in the wrong races and 
training the wrong way—and then 
watch out. Gordon is determined to 
prove you wrong. 

Under the guidance of Woldmer 
Gershler Gordon set new peaks of 
achievement in 1956 but on his emi- 
gration to New Zealand he lost touch 
with his dynamic coach. He con- 
tinued along similar lines for two 
years with-only mixed success, until 


‘Gordon adjusts his shoes as he gets 
ready for training, with wife Shirley 
looking on. 


he decided to return to Freiburg last 
June. 


Stronger than ever ! 


After an extensive check up, which 
included psychological tests and tests 
on his concentration, as well as the 
normal physical tests, he was found 
to be stronger than ever but needing, 
in Gershler’s opinion, a different type 
of training to that which he had been 
following. 

No longer the sprint work with 
220’s run inside 25 secs. and 440’s in 
55 secs. Now it is rubbers, sweater 
and 31 secs. and 67’s for the majority 
of his early workouts. Later the dis- 
tances will increase but always the 
tempo will be that little bit easier 
than it was in the past but with, of 
course, more repetitions. 


The coming season will see Gordon 
foresaking the 880 yards and mile 
races and switching to 3 and 6 miles. 
Gordon has been doing some cross 
country running this winter and 
though not taking it seriously,’ will 
at the time of writing run for his 
club, South London Harriers, if they 
need him in the National. (Gordon 
did, in fact, run in the National, and 
as you may know, finished 7th— 
Editor). 


OLYMPIC runner 
Gordon Pirie’ has 
become a car salesman with 
an Addington firm. 
“J shall train’ for the 
next Olympics in my lunch 
hour and in the evenings.” 


ORDON does not believe in plan- 

ning his racing programme too 
far ahead but changes his mind, 
sometimes rather rapidly, according 
to his state of fitness at the time. 
He is contemplating the Southern 
“6” after which he will continue to 
race in England through the summer 
season. 


Gordon is quite certain in his own 
mind that if he trains for the 10,000 
metres as well as the 5,000 metres, 
he can succeed in both instead of be- 
ing just that little bit short of the 
distance, as he was at Melbourne. 
Providing he is selected, he would 
like to run in both events at Rome. 


There is no longer a man of the 
calibre of Kuts or Zatopek to domi- 
nate the distance’ races and-in fact, 
the field is devoid of any really out- 
standing athlete. I fancy that the 
man (or men) who can beat Halberg 
in the 5,000 metres and Grodotzki 
in the longer race should win. 
Gordon Pirie could be just that man! 


After the Olympics—what then? 
With his love of camping, fishing, 
surf riding and all the attractions of 
an unspoilt New Zealand, I think he 
will retire, justly proud of a gold 
medal and the satisfaction of having 
once again proved the press wrong. 


By Our Athleti 


ERBY and County Athletic C 
y ; e D London to Brighton road rélay yer cay for the’ 
Nothing : year running—and | do mean running. They took th 


unlucky about “ om c : 
: in the second stage between. Clapham Common 
cary : —« Mitcham, and | the 
|| Jooked back. Ea 

- “Derby won in. 4hr- 
18sec, more than seven minutes 
| faster than their time last year. 


No. 13 for, Dominic Keily. 
The Derby. and County A.C. 
runner is first man home in 
the London-Brighton relay 


4hr 37min 35sec, and _ 
London Harriers thir 1 
sce, ea fai shesa 
: : i erby so far a : 
Dear Sir, sarly on, the main excitement 
I should like to take this opportunity?y 4° cee pele ee bee? 4 
to thank all the officials who make the-cudnued’ right- untitscthee tal 
Brighton Relay possible. Most people do;tage when Portsmouth’s Tim 
not realise how difficult it is for thefohnston sround ae Meee 
officials to fight the traffic and still keep*@¥ ,,Datchambaud 08 | Sait 
he race going as smoothly as it does. sei a te ar Ca ws ae 
At the other end of the scale it Magnificent Hyman 
becomes quite easy to say from the point, pens wah Mastin By ie 
of view of the competitors just what ajaved the way for Portsmouth’s 
damned nuisance some of the supporterssecond place with a magnificent 


: record-breaking run <in — the 
and their transport have become. Sigbth? and : longest) .lapey He 


The Portsmouth A.C. coach in particu-soyered the 6 miles 264 yards in 
ar seemed to do their very best to park28min 59sec and hauled his team 


at every blind corner they could. Others4P_from ninth to fourth place. 

who I do not know were driving close toy But’ suarding Dery. Les bobaie 

; ; o. 1 position on this lap was 

me whilst I was running and I shouldtheir wily. Arthur Kelly. He 
ov 


ike to appeal to drivers—if you can’tnaintained his foaneaes er: 
keep away from runners at least getipe cr Nel Baa agonists ‘Darts 
fyour exhausts flavoured! On the next sSix-mile lap 


Lastly, the timekeeping robbed BruceSordon Pirie, for South London 


ind Bruce Tulloh, for Ports- 
Tulloh of a new record on stage 9 when Guth, had a tereine battle: Pirie 


he beat 28 minutes by two seconds!! yas first away but <the tiny 
Yours sincerely, Tulloh caught him and they 
Gordon Pirie ‘[aced ata searing pace for. miles 
Then the long-legged ‘puffins 
Pirie forced his way aheac 


again, ee 
Godiva 


Coventry v ‘Harrier: 
looked like becoming the shoc} 
team of the day when Basi 
Heatléy pulled them from 10t! 
position to second on. the thirc 
leg with a time that was onl) 
three seconds outside the lar 
record. But Coventry lackec 
the strength in depth to conso 
lidate. their position, anc 
gradually they fell back. . 


The special medals for, th: 
most meritorious performanc 
went to the Manchester, “an: 
District Lads’ Club, Harriers~ 
whose officials didn’t want: th 
club to enter as they, though 
they didn’t stand a chance. - 

But the athletes talked i 
over, and went to the officials + 
say: “ We want to run. We wan 
to show ’em what we can: do. 
And they did. vite 


Sy tore Cc A.C. (4hr 33m 
i. by & ‘ounty A ey y 
18sec); a.” portsmouth A.C. (4-37-35); 

| South’ London. Harriers (4-38-25); 
Belgrave Harriers (4-39-39); 5, Blackhe> 
| sates (4-40-2); 6. Sheffield: United Harrie 
| (4-40-42), bis 


's set off in the rain from Old Palace 
er, On the first stage of the London to 
ly. race today.  — 

*12 stages and the course 


ston. Harriers; 15, _Bellahouston farrier 
16, Polytechnic Harriers; 17, North Staffor 
shire & Stone Harrier: 18, Ilford Athiet 
Club; 19, Manchester * 5 

Special medals for the most meritorio: 
performance.—Manchester and District Lac 
Club Harriers. 


Stage 9. Mike Biullivant beat his ow 
record by 2 sec. though Derby wer 
nearly 4 mins. ahead. Behind him, Piri 
(S.L.H.) and Tulloh (Ports. ) had a grea 
battle, though losing considerable groun 
to the leader. Tulloh closed the 25 se 
gap and they ran together until nearin 
the take-over, Pirie got away to han 
over 15 sec. up on his rival. Belgras 
moved up on Blackheath’s heels an 
Sheffield were coming into the pictur 
thanks to a fine run by Nichols. At th 
tail end of the field Alan Perkins w 


Pirie, 
‘Laurie Reed, Stephen James, 
|Alisdair Wood and the enigmatic 
Derek Ibbotson. Os Weak 

) At the start it was Pirie who 
took. the lead, but with -the 
jleading runners sprinting’ and 
{then easing, the lead changed 
‘hands several times until af the 
‘bell it was Eldon from: Pirie 
‘and Ibbotson. he ee 
k ‘With 250 yards to“ go,’ Pirie 


urst clear, but round the final” 


‘bend it was Ibbotson who sud- 
denly~ crashed back ~ to race. 
home a confident winner by two 
yards from Reed, with Pirie in 
third place and: Eldon fourth. 


Tactical triumph 


In view of the number of in- 
ternationals competing, the 
‘time was not as fast as might 
have been expected, but if was 
a fine tactical “triumph for 
‘Thbotson, who was celebrating 
jthe birth of his second daughter 
last Saturday. f 

His time of 8 min 50.6 sec was 
a ground record for Ibbotson 
himself set the old record at 8 


min 52 sec at this meeting las“with a time of 8min. 50.6sec. which beat 


year. “I had to win to safe- 
guard my own record,” said 
Ibbotson, whose last lap was 
157 sec. mare 

| The first University man home 
'was Wood in fifth position, but 
his time of 8/min 53.4 sec was 
/well inside the OUAC record of 
'D J P Richards set at 8 min 57 
lsec three years ago. i 
|. Wood was none too’ pleased! 
| with his performance, however,’ 
\for he admitted : “I didn’t know. 
‘what was going on. One minute 
‘they were sprinting and the next 
we were. falling over ourselves 
again.” aaa’ 


Germany 


IRIE leaves today for; 
to get instructions from ' 


coach Waldmar Goerschler for the next 
stage of his pre-Olympic training for the 


5,000 and 10,000 metres, 


The last sta 


ge has produced the most * 


revolutionary sight. seen on a British ; 


~ track. 
Gordon has 


&. 100 metre straight | 


measured out at Coulsdon. At each end 
is a mattress on a board sloped so that 
- ~~Gordon can lie down with 


read ! : : 
|, Gordon has worked to ° 
this schedule: 

Run up the straight 
against the stop-watch in 
(13.6 to 13.9 secs, 

Lie down for twenty 
seconds, while his wife, 
Shirley, counts his heart- 
beats, Then run the 
reverse direction 100 
‘metres and Jie down 
again for twenty seconds. 

Then repeat the dose 
fifty times! 


Krefeld, 
reports Reuter. 


Win for Pirie 


Britain’s Gordon Pirie won 
the’ 3,000 metres in > 8min 44 
sec at an athletics. meeting at - 
Germany, : 
Pirie holds the 


West 


| world record (7 min 52.8sec) for 
‘the distance. p* 


GORDON). 


SS 


_— 


| YC 


.-ent) Derek Ibbotson 


Help for Pirie 
CORDON PIRIE returns to- 
England Bext mekecaPa 
nding two weeks. 
anderbonis intensive training | 
in Germany under his German - 
- coach; Waldemar Gerschler. - 
‘He travelled to Germany at 
then expense of the Inter- 
“national Athletes’ Club, whose : 
. chairman, steeplechaser John | 
’ Disley,- said today :» “Sending > 
; Gordon -to Germany was ful- 
/ filling one of our poieas to 
‘give. financial assistance to 
“Olympic prospects. for « their 
' training.” \ gaa 2 
ub’s funds, have com 
cone sehitish sources, .includ-) 
‘ing two football matches “and 
the _ publication’ of a> boo - 


Road. to Rome, : written by club- 

mbers. Sat 
Pirie is concentrating on the 
three’and six miles this season.. 
‘aiming at medals in the 5,000 
and 10,000 metres in’Rome. It 
1s. expected to be his last 
Olympic bid. 

His” training spell in. Ger- 
many may not be the only one 
this summer before the Games. 


Ov aye nations? eee 
are a progressive lo es 
days. Through their Inter- 
national Athletes Club they 
have produced a fascinating 
book, The Road to Rome 
(William Kimber: 15s.) out 
oe nh 1 Chris 

Olympic champion 
Brashars graphic story of the 
“gold meda that nearly 
“ wasn’t” made me relive the 
suspense that followed his dis- 
qualification after winning the 
3,000 metres steeplechase in the 
last Olympic Games in Mel- 
bess takes th der with 

Brasher takes the rea 
him as he stands before the 
jury defending himself against 
the charge that brought the dis- 
qualification. y 

In another chapter Gordon 
Pirie writes: “I do not run 
to hit the headlines—I | run to 
prove myself to myself. 

Other famous internationals 
jwho have contributed to the 
book include Chris Chataway, 
Roger Bannister, Sydney 
Wooderson, Derek . Ibbotson, 
Derek Johnson and John 


wins the two m 
his own ground record for the event. 


Pirie in’ 


a 7| legs 


Europ spean. 5,000 and 10,000 
stres titles and had run 
1¢ fastest 3,000 metres this 
oe But Pirie won a clever 
- tactical race in 8m. 6.6s. 
\_ by ten-yards. 3 


econ 


: uaa = FLAN > 2 WICE ae 
ROUND WORLD FOR MEDAL 


By TERRY O’CONNOR 


(GORDON PIRIE will have run twice round the world 
in search of a gold medal by the time the Rome’ 
Olympic Games arrive this summer. = 


Only a man of Pirie’s strange ; Bon! : tr Diaaek easy io é SR 2 
personality could have driven pies ony: enn Eirue pes on Bor sent the sun-tanned White City, London, 


: + himseif to. such lengths ‘in prepared his Olympic training 
j 
} 


\ 
OA mak SESS 
“1 EAU Teta. pA PHL 


| search of a place on the Olym- | programme under coach Wolde- 
| pic victors’ rostrum mar_Gerschler. : ~ eee 
During the last ten years he This season I will concen- 
has averaged 4,000 miles annu- | trate on the three and six ter: rape th 
) ally. But as his athletic career | miles in. the hope of making 2, enths of a id thi 
started at the age of nine, 20 | the 5,000 and 10,000 events aft r he ‘slammed: Hungary's 
years ago, he considers he will ; Rome,” Pirie told me in between rid’s fastest 1,500 metres runner 
+ pass the 50,000 mile mark this ODE Of his daily training ses- i “Ken Wood ‘third in | 
summer 10ns. ; 4 Beet 5 
Pirie has been around the Pirie, still holder of the world — 
world a ‘couple of times as:he | 3,000 metres record, ran‘in these 
emigrated to New Zealand after. | events at Helsinki and Mel 
the Melbourne Olympic Games | bourne. Many people believe he 
and has since returned twice to destroyed his- chances in the. 
Europe. I emphasise Europe, as | Melbourne 5,000 metres by try. 
Pirie flits from one country to | ing to beat Vladimir Kuts in th 
another performing a variety of longer race. RS 
jobs. Pirie 1s not univers: 
Last year he was in Norway | lar ashe likes being th 
. out. At the same time it is im 


mts to represent. Britain 
letres, has become the first 
etres. His time was equal 
sek ago when asked if he 


| _.To do this he has sacrificed 
| his own career and become an 

odd-job man prepared to do any- 
SAS Ss eg thing provided he -has time to 
as 3 = train. 


The Danger Men~ 


4 a ee 

; : : : During traming to-day, Pirie 
y 3 ac discussed his likely rivals -at7 
TEEN ten iy + < is 


Rome He ranks the New Zea- 
lander Murray Halberg, Aus- 
tralian Albie Thomas. Pole 
Zazimierz Zimny and English- 
mer Bruce Tulloh and- Stan 
Eldon as the most dangerous 
men for the 5,000 metres. - 

For the longer haul he men- { 


‘AMOUS feet yesterday tried ;!arly notable feature of the track, 

out a new £4,000 track at the | specially laid by the Greyhound 
White City, London, for the first Racing Association, is that. races 
2 ime. Gordon Pirie, Mary Bignal, } can easily: be staged over metres 
ter. Radford and Brian Hewson | or yards as movable kerh stones on 
all agreed it was firmer and faster }one bend can convert the 400 
than’ he old surface. One particu- | metres circuit to 440 yards. 


sBMOU esi! Ggetpe ota ce i. 


rence (Australia), Pyotr Bolotm:- 
kov (Russia), Hans Grodotzki ; 
(Germany) and Sandor Tharos. 


(Hungary), 
. Modestly Pirie does not men- 
tion himself, but I felt when 
talking to him that he consid- 
ered both titles within his reach. 
But then no one becomes a 
world champion without com 
fidence. : ; 
I am certain Pirie will once 
again be a Star of the British. 
\ track this season. 
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‘This is Gordon Pirie striding to victory in 
- the 1,500 metres at White City. 


Sharpening up 


Is it because Britain is nox 
without an outstanding 


DEDICATION 


‘miler for the Olympics or be- 
cause he wants to sharpen 
himself for the longer dis- 
tances which prompts Gordon 
‘Pirie to go for the 1,500 metres 
‘at White City on-Saturday 2. 
' I think it is a combination 
of both, although at the start 
of the season Pirie assured me 
that mile runs were out for him 
and that he would be concen-- 
trating on three and six miles 
events in preparation for the 
metric equivalent in Rome. 
Pirie’s chance of improving 
on his 5,000 metres silver 
medal success in Melbourne 
four years ago is a big one, 
but he has been persuaded 
‘that with such a-high stan- 
dard likely it would be. wise 
‘to improve his finishing ‘speed. 
His stamina is unquestioned 
and unlimited. ; 


4 min. mile? 


In the sharpening. process, 
however, Pirie could well tur: 
in the four-minute mile which 
could see him going to Italy as 
a bright 1,500-metre hope for 
Britain, 

He would then have. the 
chance of tackling three races, 
‘although a 1,500 metres suc- 

| .€@ss would. I feel, see him drop 
the 10,000 metres. an nt in 

; Which he has never yet 

' péted. 


HITSUNTIDE will see 

Gordon Pirie hurl himself 
into the most important three 
months _of —his — spectacular 
career. For the next 14 weeks 
everything in his life will take 
second place to running, with 
an Olympic gold medal as his 
ultimate goal, 

This week-end he runs in the 
1,500- and 3,000-metre inter- 
national events at the White 
City. In his first race on Satur- 
day, the metric mile, he will be 
up against Rozsavolgyi (who 
did 3min. 41.5sec. in Budapest 
this week), Lewandowski, of 
Poland, and Jungwirth, the 
Czech who formerly held the 
world record, ; 

“I am really using this race 
to speed up for the 3,000 metres 
on Monday,” he says. “The 
longer race is more important 
to me in Olympic year.” 

I think that victory in the 
5,000 metres at Rome is the tar- 
get on which he has set, his 
heart, for he was second to Kuts 
in this event at Melbourne. But 
he has hopes of the 10,000 
metres, too, 

“Funny thing is that I’ve had 
only one 10,000 metres race since 
the last Olympics,” were Pirie’s 
last_words before he dashed off 
to Rickmansworth. for another 
COnGER EE five-day training 
Spe. 

_.There_ is only one word for 


How topical can you get ? 


gating London’s traffic 
problem. 


Four athletes — runners 
Gordon Pirie and Alan 
Perkins, walker Gordon 
Williams, . and cyclist Joe 


Gordon Pirie, right, and. 
Alan Perkins, with the 

' coach-and-four, set off on 
a practice run. 


ITV tonight are investi- 


<i Dv ASG Pitie 


/(eft) Breaks the tape in the 1.500 metres 
_. ahead of I. Rozsavolgyi (3) and K. Wood. 


Bn he er Be A heat baila Rita iy 


ye ee gee eee 


The man w 


Wherever the Piries go, there 


bados sugar. And when they 
go food-shopping its for un- 
pole Tice, raw vegetables, 
resh fruit and corn oil. 


No cooking 


They have been on this nature 
food diet since they met a Nor- 
wegian a year ago. “He told us 
about the marvellous stamina 
of the Laplanders on this kind 
of food,” Mrs Pirie told me. 

“We feel much more awake 
and alive on it and Gordon is 
certainly more relaxed than he 
used to be. It’s lovely for me— 
having practically no cooking 
to do. 


86 OS pean aks chi een 


_Tecord—he set himself 


ho stole the show . .. Gordon Pirie (No. 16) makes his 
) “sess break to win the 3,000 metres yesterday. 


WVHILE_ other” guests ate sometimes rice puddings. But 


lance* ov; 
their cereal and bacon mostly it’s grilled steak, raw He Roszavoley! 

and eggs, 29-year-old Gordon vegetables and fresh fruit. And Pirie was content : 
Pirie and his 24-year-old wife when they do eat fried food. t's draw closer. ‘a ae 
boought their own'food down to fried in corn oil. Then Pirie produced a final:— 
breakfast at their Lancaster “I think the diet plus tréin- ourst of’ speed which settled! 
Gate hotel to-:day_raw oats,,ing- has helped Gordon very all Roasenok +3 % of: 
sultanas.- and Barbados sugar much,” Mrs. Pirie, former inter- Revenge VO'ISY1's Opes 
with molasses. national sprinter, tells] me, P ge. pe F ; 

And on that diet plus steak “Occasionaiv. though. I g jj semoving _ Pirie's.. nex 
and salad’ for lunch. Gordon with ice-cream an stop is.Germany. ‘This week- 
Was running in the 3.000 metres cakes. And only yesterday I got end he will have another physi- 
at the White City British Games a telling off from Gordon for cal check-up with his coach. 
this afternoon, wanting cream.” Woldemar Gerschler. He returns 


She added sadly: “I love for the South of England three- 
go raw oats, sultanas and Bar- cream.” 


by. Winning the 3,000 metres at the. Britj 


Games yesterday. Europe’s best toiled behing 
them. It was Saturday’s 1,500 metres triumph 
all over again. ; 


The world’s distance runners have been warned 
. - - Britain’s Pirie is going to be very hard to beat fo; 
the 5,000 metres in the Olympic Games at Rome 
summer, 


Soon after Pirie romped home yesterday in- 7p 
57.2sec.—_less than five 


orow' my full efforts in 
old me. “I’ y_ decided not to wo 


“With a bit of luck, T¢ 
win the 5,000, though J] 
not forgetting I have not 
managed the Olympic quali. 
fying time—yet. And I D6 
realise there are some gre 
5,000 metres runners around! 
—DParticularly Murray Ha 
burg; the New Zealander.” 

Now I hear that lans :g 
being made for Pirie oe aH h 
to the shorter distance wher 
Britain tackles Russia in 
cow soon. 

Pirie was in complete eg 
mand of yesterday’s race, just ag 


he had been on Saturday. 7 /@Billy Morton, chief promoter 
confident that Roszavolgs yi, ‘ “y*) of* the two-day. Dublin 4 sports 
Zdzislaw Krzyszkowig ’ tint ‘was made) which start on ‘Saturday, 
(Poland), Miroslay Turek se Pr 

Re Bills 


to race in. the 


/] 


Ous| fiying to London tomorrow to 
3 Fovariay talk the: matter over with’ the: 
‘British ‘officials. 
He is concerned because the 
td Nave also” refused Bee 


Slovakia), a 
Frank Salvat ] 
and. company 

did not By 
stretch. Pirie to the limit, ¥ 


_Twenty-nine-year-old Gordon 
did only what was Tequired: tor 
win. If necessary, he could have 
broken his record. 

He was content to stride in) 
the rear as the Scot, Graham 


aE — oo 


cover the first lap im 60.2sec. in be Pie ae Phe pac. fi 


was reached in 4min. 16.8sec. 
|, A lap-and-a-half later Krzys- 
zkowiak,. dual European cha m=) 
pion, strode majestically to they 
front, with Pirie at his heelsi: 
Pirie set himself to match the 
Punishing burst he knew must 
come from the 
champion. 


With a lap to go, Krzyszko 
wiak suddenly broke away, 
hoping to kill off the powerful, 
persistent challenge of © the 
Englishman. ie 

But Pirie was in pursuit, and 
he caught‘the Pole entering the 


Ben gt ee 


oack straight.. The crowd rose 
tO cheer Pirie* 
anflinchin: 

Still cool, 


mile championship the following’ 
week. 

Bandleader Billy. Cotton 
watched ‘Pirie’s victory and 
commented: “No need to 


pat “Wakey, wakey’ to that 
ad.” 


farmer! 


ualified are. Sheffield’s Ken Wood and - 
Ganion Pirie, who is going only for the 
5,000 metres in Rome. . 

-Pirie was much more enthusiastic about 
Kent-Smith’s success than the big farmer 
was himself, He told me: “ Brian will be 

3 eta down to 3m. 40s. by the Games. : 
-eteat Gordon Pirie,|' “I had no chance of beating him 
a ’hree Italians in a tonight, and in fact was never in touch 
Fmetre race, he told throughout the race.” pats 


Wor -And Pirie ran darned well! 
Ao ahaa Ie : ee Kent-Smith set the Pas y paces Skee 
‘Yaee round. the | Dimself in behind Alfredo Rizzo after the 
i : first 400 metres in tose: Beare! mies 
t Gntematinna? | 00 the final back straight to w 5 


Gordon Pirie congratulates Brian Kent-Smith 
the 1,500 metres at the White City tast night. 


peoee eC, £40WOUIE UNUW 


‘\ROYDON ARENA, which attracts crowds like a magnet 

attracts paper, lived up to its reputation on Saturday, when 
as Gordon Pirie and Brian 
to the track. Ree es 
Pirie scatter the field-in’ 
‘the six miles, 


400 yards and saw four meeting records tumble at this 12-club 
Brockman Trophy event. 


Lean, confident Pirie could, if 
needed; have gone a good deal faster 
inthe six miles. The humidity and 
lithe lesser quality of his rivals made 
| it unnecessary. 


Pirie, representing South London 
Harriers, made all the early pace 
and a very fast time looked on the 
cards. But two-thirds of the way 
through, his pace fell Sharply and 
lhe came home in’ 29 min. 38.4 sec., 
| which was still good enough to beat 


| the meeting record by 2.2 sec, 


| Afterwards, Pirie commented: 
‘could have done a fast time, but, 
‘phew! It was hot. I ran hard for 
ifour miles and then I Packed it in.” 
{ Despite his appearance in this 
; long-distance event, Pirie, who would 
| have done a time trial on his own 
j had he not competed, intends to 
j Stick -to the 5,000 metres at the 
Olympic Games—if ‘chosen 


Pirie lapped nine of the 11 other 
runners. The two he did not were 
Irishman Jim Hogan, a gallant per- 
former who came Second despite a 


“T 


. 


fy) (ee , / > 
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Edited = ; 
by HARRY LANGTON 


Is it still’ the old Puff Puff 
Pirie, 


distance race... or is it Bluff 
Bluff Pirie ? 
That was a 


Eton policeman STAN ELDON pondered 


after GORDON “PIRIE’S Southern three- 
mile yictory in 13min. 30.8sec, 


Shrewd Stan, who made the pace for 
most of the race “just to record a fast 
time” for himself, finished fourth to Pirie 
in 13min. 36.8sec., 
5,000 metres. standard: But his 
this year is the Olympic 10,000 metres. 
Pirie, Eldo: 
finish of the - Southern “hae fies 
back, and noted: « Like others, 


Surprised to see Gordon’s 200-yard finishing 
burst suddenly come to a halt 30 
e; 


Struggle over those 
who is no -great 
him very quickly, 
aftr ages 3 what would have 
tonidaie Te : f 

m. € 1aps, or if FRANK 
to run instead of train,” 


PIRIE AT THE TAPE 


5 BMP rernererenarianrssc sie oe 


less than 300 py anes 
to Croydon Arena vs 


demon of the long- 


question Windsor and 


' lapped 


Much after that.” 


Gordon 
he news. 
ophy meetj 


of the 
‘Ord. fo 
and fresh in 29mi 
faster than the ol 


half a lap ahead 
(Poly H.) 
30min 12sec. 


On the way to victory Pirie 
appe nine runners out of the field) 
) . ef 


After the race, Pirie said: “TI ran 
the scheduled time for the: first! 
four miles, but the heat was ‘too 


‘very fast 
that,if he 
for the last 


u 
pect a ae 


-four-minute 
NE a pt —~~e oe. j =< 
Ke f. ; Bit @ bes AS 
ys Gordon Pirie Me J 
hae loosed sections of the Stompond ACLU o)% 
directly to a’ disappointing time in the mile vile 
Heathfield. Sports Association annual athletic L byt: 


Cie ots 


ans and organi: 


ee 


'@ Gordon “CPufi-Puff”) Pirie is snapped as he. is 
about to break the tape for victory in the mile. At 
his shoulder is Mike Wiggs while the mud-spattered 
legs of third-man-home Mike Blagrove can just be seen 
on the ‘left. Bringing up the rear is” the fourth 
International in the race, Alan Gordon of Achilles A.C.: 


4 


ORDON PIRIE, calmly dismissin 


? 


of the rest of Britain’s long-dis 
determined to run-in both the 5,000° metres 
ae ne the 10,000 metres in 
ome. 


Pirie is almost certain to run in 


“ There is no one in Britain in 


Over 5,000 metres there are a lot 
of runners who can do fast times 


but they are not g00d competi- 
tors.” 


<2 


HE EXPLAINS 


N the 1956 Olympics Pirie was 
Pi crtnen one nurs of Russia 
second in the 5,000. Ak mushed 


BRUCE TULLOH Steet ES Go 
British record ‘three miles last 
week — JOHN MERRIMA N, 
FRANK -SALVAT, MARTIN 
HYMAN, STAN ELDON. and Co. 
of thelr preepece ene, ee 

Prospects. is this f - 
able training revelation oe 


: minutes, 
d of thing Kuts was 


doing in 1956. 


nubs rival 


Edited by HARRY LANGTON 


g the Olympic chances 
tance ‘runners, is now 


Friday's Six miles instead of the 
three miles in the A.A.A, champion- 
Ships next week-end : : 
“To prove to everyon 
e—and_ to 
myseli—that I am worthy to 
Tu. 
ae apelin in Rome.” eee 
S this latest Pirie decision unfai 
s 1 rit 
the hefty squad of Olympic-class British 
runners Who think: he anouid concentrate on 
ce ani 
athlete to go io Rea oer 
+ Answers Gordon, ae 
Performances alo te vahentd t 
decide who runs. Last year I was 
ne Aree tian 1Gpreesmiler, 
an. 957 I was 
fastest +i 
pybael-g n the world over 5,000 
“In 1956 I set a worl 
over 5,000 metres ach at 
stance as the second fastest ever 


‘world class over 10,000 metres, - 


But four years later Pirie - 
plains : “I didn't expect to wit} 
a et Roceiing I got myself into 
Aunene gle in training in 

“In any’ case, it is . diff 
this time. The’ 5,000 metres ts 
run first in Rome,’ then there is 
‘Sap of several days before the 


£1000? ay 
“ HE PLANS TO TRAIN. 
AND IN GERMANY 


metres time in Britain so far 
this -yeor,. 3 min. °44.1 — sec. 
(Olympic. qualifying. mark, 
3 min. 45sec.) and the second 
best three miles time, 
13 min. 30,8 see. (nearly 15 sec. 
inside the qualifying time). 

. He is entered for the three 
‘and six miles races in the AAA a 
championships next-week, but ! 
tells me he will go only fer the | 
six miles. 


CROYDON RACE 


“The only six miles he has run 
this year was ‘in the. Brockman 
Trophy meeting at Croydon on 
June 18. : Si . 

In.a température ‘of. 85 degrees 


Tee 


Pirie must stick | 


to three miles 


ORDON PIRIE has entered both the three and six-mile 
events ‘in the Amateur Athletic Association Champion- 
ships at London’s White City on July 15 and 16. The A-A.A, 


<- wants to stay at Freiburg and 
= move from there to-Rome just in 
“time for the Games. 

““ If Olympic rules. did not 
imit an athlete to representing 
only one country in the Games 
I would’ have qualified: for New 


| received Pirie’s entry forms yesterday. This seems to confirm after yg ane iq. he could do no better than 29min. 
| my impression that Pirié is undecided which event to tackle. Stayed ~ Zealand this time, he soothing 38sec., Whereas he has in the pasi 

BCH entry scoeys «Mae. Stee Pee ‘like £1000 to"come’back here and 2min Tosec ed aemin. S0se0. 
10s. Entering both races has cost bid’ for a piace in the Great no fewer than 10 times and the 


Pirie £1. His Scottish blood 
jwould forbid him to invest £1 
lif 10s. would do! 

I have no doubt that Gordon 
would like. to qualify for the 
10,000 - metres Olympic event at 
Rome. He: keeps up that hope of} 
winning two Olympic gold medals. 


Pirie should forget it and con- 


Britain team.” 


_- Pirie can count on a place in 
“the team. He hopes to be picked 
for ‘both the 5000. and_ 10,000 
metres,. By next week he will 

‘probably have done the qualify- 


Olympic qualifying standard is 
28min. 45sec. 5 : 
... New Zealander Murray Halberg 
has led the way in three and six 
mile’ timesover the past year, 
and several: Russians. particu- 
larly Pyotr <Bolotnikovy © and_ 
Aleksandr, ‘Artinyuk, have been 


centrate solely on the 5,000 metres. : i 

We. have plenty of good 10,000- ‘ing time for both, as well as for: setting a hot pace, too. Medals 
metre talent... Far too much. for the#1500-metres. - ~ ~-:\. ‘are not going to be easily won in 
us to allow the false economy of Hes d best 1500. Rome. Bore os As 


i He has the secon : 


letting one man try to do the work 
of two. ae 


The target 
Make the three-mile champion- 
ship your target in the A.A.A. 
White. City title hunt, Gordon. 
You need all the top-class compe- 
tition you. can get before you 
tackle the 5.000 metres at Rome. 


Gordon Pirie, the 
Olympic runner, -and 
his wife Shirley taking 


delivery of their 
Fairholme Romeo 
caravan from Mr. 


Colin Thomas, sales 
manager of Fairholme’ 
Products Ltd. If “he 
is selected for the 
British team, they 
will take the caravan 
to Rome for this 
year’s Olympic game: 


ESA ‘ 
GORDON watched by_ his 


PIRIE, 


Gordon Pirie returns to 


By TERRY O’CONNOR 


Vy EMORIES of . triumphs 

and disasters will 

' come back to Gordon Pirie 
when he runs in the six 
miles at the A.A.A. cham- 
pionships tonight, 

He has paid 10s. entrance fee 
for the privilege of wiping 
out the memories of 1954 and 
1955, when he failed to 
finish in the six miles. - 

In 1954 he broke a foot and a year 
later ran a lap short and col- 


lapsed with the heat, beli 
he had won. = mae 


| During the past four years he has 


“To ALL COMPETIORS IN 
THE AAA CHAMPIONSHIPS 
WE WOULD LIKE To. WISH THE 


BEST OF ROMAN LUCK fOR THE OLYMPICS . 


missed the six miles, but he is 
now lured. back by. the attrac: 
tion of. competing in two events 
at Rome, 


Fears .no one 


Victory would give Pirie his first 
A.A.A title since 1953. Then he 
Set. a world six-mile record of 
28min. 19.6sec.—still his fastest 
time over the distance. 

It has been id Lehn in athletic 
circles that Pirle has chosen the 
long race to avoid meeting the 


disaster race. 


TWIN ROME CHANCE 


BS 


JOHN MERRIMAN 
-Pirie’s main rival ~*~ 
other athletes by contactin 
board officials to~ ister he wil 
wok ee A pleted the Olym- 

ic 6, metres Tunni i 
the six miles, : : Se . 


bare-footed . United Kingdom Pirie made it clear to me yester- 


record holder Bruce Tulloh in - 


the. three miles tomorrow. This 
is unwarranted as Pirie has 
never feared any: rival. 

Yet.at the same time he has not 


day that he would not compete 
in the three miles “ unless Trun 
the six miles in 27 minutes.” 


This time is 43.8sec.. better. than 


the world record ! 


added to his popularity with Inter-counties. six-mile champion 


gamle (Zader wot is 


is oughly LATIN for | 
YON YOUR MARKS, | 
GET SET, Gol 


4 


STAN ELDON 
Title in- peril 


John Merriman is delighted’ 


Pirie is running tonight.” “It 


will make it a better ra 
win,” he- said. ef 


Merriman and:Pirie share similar | 


views on tonight’s race. - Both 
are running just to win, but 
they. believe Stan Eldon’s 
national record of 28min. 5sec. 


_ will be broken, 


Stamina ‘ 


While Pirie has been flirting | 


successfully with shorter races,’ 
Mérriman has concentrated on 
distance events. His record this’ 
year proves he has the eek) 3 
Speed, and temperament to win. 


a Zaucated but thig It would be wrong to suggest this. 


is a two-man race, for’ title 
holder Eldon, Martin Hyman,’ 


» Alan Perkins, and George’ 


Knight are also in the field 


ON 
S I 


By DESMOND HACKETT 


, the arrogant athlete, swept past gasping, 
-tortured opposition and was looking. over his frail 


‘SS FINISH 


When this Prince of Pacemen Pirie almost lounged into the lead in the last 
ards it was the first time in 24 laps that he had headed the field. 

i ot ae ees sa LL J + He‘ permitted ‘lesser: men to 
gallop along and make what- 
ever their lungs and_ feet 


allowed them. : 

But this lean, stalk-like man 
was always. present, watching 
with the air of a kindly uncle 
playing with the children and 
ensuring that none did himself 
= a mischief. 

2 The career cop champion, Stan 
Eldon, scuttled industriously 
along and once surged into a 
10-yard lead before he was left 
in. the last mile a man on @ 
lonely beat whose short, staccato 
paces left him nopelessiy behind, 

The final act in this duel of 
the run was left to lanky, high- 
stepping Martin Hyman, sturdy 
little John Merriman, and, 
inevitably. Gordon Pirie. 


SO RIGHT 


The crowd still love this: man 
Pirie, the last of the. great 
characters of what was once a» 
considerable breed. of British’ 
distance runners. ; 

A roar soared up into the gentle, ~ 
blue, cloud-framed sky, the old, , 
‘familiar roar of “Come on, 
. Gordon.” 
" You felt that now everything 
f was in its proper place and that 
you were watching yet another 
performance of a hit show. i 

Hyman tried so desperately to | 
ower his way into a commanding 
ead in that last, long, tearing, 
muscle-racking lap, the last 
quarter after five and three- 
quarter treadmill miles. 
© But Pirie was there, poised for 
the moment when he _ would 
»choose to command the. aflairs 
fof this race. 
© The Pirie legs suddenly and so . 

effortlessly thrashed their way 
into the lead and there was not 
a man present who could even 
make a pretence of challenging | 
his track mastery. ; 
And when Pirie had flawlessly 
performed his party piece, he 
said : ‘It was an easy race until 
the last three laps when Hyman 
and Merriman sar atts I tee 
{ . Pret tae 4 not be racing in the three miles, 
Success ! Once again Gordon Pirie is home first, in front! in fact I shell not be here even | 


: Martin Hyman and John Merriman, to watch it.I shall spend’ the 
3 oY aes 
Be joe Pit : 


pcan! 
{Hyman revealed that he had 
a 
}) 
Uy Tape 0 MAAN, <i 
‘Get Logue Hae i 
: . YW j 
fe  eintan 


i . 

0 jf | peen treated by an injection to 
a {deaden ankle trouble. He 

ONPG Mf} finished his gallant race with his 

ir 

Pe sree, H 
AL MeRomar. 
— 


\aicita Hapeice 
SE Exton. 


2! AEDES 


| 
{ 
| 


many strove for titles and hoped 


nM in for places in the ye iba tests. 
. », appear inconsequential. 
Ltn SR 
‘ 

AYN eves 

\ 
y) en Ae soy 

ay 

AY tty S. 9535 


its + 
aay ete 


inflamed. 
j\. This Pirie performance made 
anes 4% other events of the day, in which 
Ana so 
Had SulC 


er cere eR amen 


-AST Summer Gordon Pirie was reckoned to be 
off the gold standard on the road to Rome. 
Now, after his come-back double in the 1,500 

and 3,000 metres at the News of the World British 
Games, Pirie could end up not only British Athlete 
of the Year but also of the Decade, 


For the Thin Man of the 
Track, who runs in the 1,500 
metres against Italy at Lon- 
don’s White City on Wednes- 
day, is now joint favourite 
with New Zealander Murray 
Halberg and Zimmy, of Poland. 
for the Olympic 5,000 metres. 

Why do I say Pirie is likely 
to stand out as the track star 
of this decade? What about 
Bannister, Chataway, Brasher. 
Ibbotson and the rest ? 

For one thing Pirie has 
lasted longer, and at 29, he is as 
good as ever. He is better than 
ever as a tactician. 

Any athlete with outstand- 
ing ability can become a 
champion. 

But to remain at the top 
through a decade or more of 
fierce competition and to re- 
capture the old spark when it 
seemed to have gone requires 
extraordinary self-discipline. 

Gordon is an amateur in 
the truest sense. 

Though he’s been running 
since the age of nine he has 
made precious little cash even 
indirectly from the sport to 
which he has devoted the best 
years of his life.~ 
’ Pirie has never been offered 
-one of the cream jobs. He 
emigrated ‘to New Zealand. 


| 


where he intends to return at 
the end of this Olympic year. 

But he is so determined to 
win a Gold Medal. having 
missed out at Helsinki in 1952 
and Melbourne four years ago. 
that he has come home to 
Britain at his own expense. 

He is without a regular job 
He .pays his own fares to 
Freiburg to consult with his 
coach, Woldemar. Gerschler. 
whom even many Germans 
shun because he trains them 
too hard. 


HIS DIET 


[ccs at the Pirie way of 
life—or lack of it—in this 
his fina] Olympic year - 

Ten miles running every 
day, 10 hours’ sleep every 
night. A diet almast as fastidi- 
ous as that of Dr. Barbara 
Moore, No holidays, no parties, 
and seldom a .visit to a 
cinema. 


By September he will have 
run nearly 2,000 miles in train- 
ing and in competition, 

And all the time he has. the 
approval of an understanding 
wife Shirley, hérself a former 
sprinter. 

Gordon goes for raw oats 


with molasses and Barbados 
Sugar, steaks and salads é 

And included in this diet 
recommended by a Norwegian 
is unpolished rice, raw vege- 
bien fresh fruit and corn 
oil. 

The man in the street will 
ask: “Is this hair-shirt way of 
life worth it ?” Only Pirie the 
unpredictable and athlete 
extraordinary can answer this 
He has no doubts. 

I've become an admirer of 
this ascetic athlete who, in his 
early days, gave the impres- 
sion of-being big-headed and 
tude at times. 

Pirie has proved his 
Sincerity as well as his ability 

He has done more for British 
athletics with no gain to him- 
self than any other star of the 
track of recent years. 

The public love Pirie. the 
Peerless Showman, who 
thrilled them last week-end 
and will probably thrill them 
with another victory at the 
White City on. Wednesday 


SACRIFICES 


UT there is another Pirie 

Few realise that Gordon is 

not always the Lone Star 
Wolf of the Track Not 
infrequently he passes on his 
knowledge and experience in 
coaching youngsters. 

It is another gesture trom a 
man who really gives much 
more than he takes from 
athletics. 

I hope Galloping Gordon can 
make that Gold Meda! at his 
third and last attempt. No 
runner in the history of the 
Olympics has worked harder 
or sacrificed so much. 


By BOB TREVOR 
GORDON PIRIE has been given a third chance for an 
Olympic double—5,000 and 10,000 metres—in the pro-- 
visional list of athletes announced by the selectors, to, 
go to Rome next month. 
“Pirie was chosen’for these events both in the Helsinki 
‘Olympics of 1952 and those at Melbourne four years. 


5 olympiad. 


"* he present record for appearances in 
Ue oe Olympic races stands to Paavo. 
‘Nurmi, the most famous of all the flying 
’ ‘Finns. He raced three times in the 5,000 
metres and twice in the 10,000 metres. 


IKE WIGGS, ‘the 
lanky middle dis- 
ance discovery .of the 
season, is not likely to be. 


But if he is capable of soak- 
z up the training schedule 
hat German coach Waldemar 
Gerschler’ lays down for 
ordon Pirie, then he could 
ome a miler in a Sere 
) Wiggs, a protegé of Pirie, is 
Epresent working with his 
entor under Gerschler at 
. Frieberg in the Black Forest, 
S land it has already been proved 
“that there are few who can 
“stand up to the German's 
\Waining methods. 


Thrives on it 


; Pirie won’t give details of 
ithe tough course worked out 
for him, but says: “You've 
first got to find a runner who 
om do it. A number of Ger- 
¢ an-athletes just shook their 
heads when they were told 
: bout it and said it was im- 
ie Possible.” 
@—. But the 22-year-old Wiggs. 
son. of a Rickmansworth 
‘builder, is, I hear, thriving on 
tthe preparation and while 
Rome may be too near for him, 
the hard work could soon ‘be 
2 paying such dividends as he 
@-— could have hardly foreseen a 
: ‘year ago. 
} Gerschler refuses to discuss 
_jabout his methods, and says 
that it would not be in the 
anterest of British athletics to 
‘Teveal them. “But -after 
Rome I can talk,” he says. 


| Strong demands 


The method is based on a 
combination of exertion and 
,irest, placing strong demands 

on the muscular system and 
‘making the heart beat more 
ce Slowly. by making it bigger 

and stronger. 


i Pirie goes to Rome with high 


pS oe IDS Tt Sax 


iago, but his best so far was a silver medal in the 5,000 
imetres in Australia. 2. cen 
__.--1 "Pirie clinched his pace in the 10,000 with a brillant” 
six miles at White City on Friday. He so eclipsed the 
opposition in the final lap that if the early pace had been 
stepped up a world record seemed his for the taking. 
""Go is’in: line for another’ 
ee senrds with a difference. 
‘selectors yesterday named him*to run f 
the 5,000 and 10,000 metres track events | 


; . This will be the third time he 
ae ieomnpeted for both these titles’ at an: 


» superb Herb Elliott. 


| shipped. Pirie, who lived just 


/wWhile Reed shone now and %& 


| Although the’ selections are 
} -not final, the distance places are 
| almost certainly settled. = . 
In-the shorter race Pirie. will 
be accompanied by Finchley’s 
Frank Salvat—winner of the 
} AAA three-mile title, and Bruce 
‘Tulloh. 
Martin. Hyman and. John 
Merriman, second and third to 
Pirie in the AAA six “miles, 
made up the 10,000 metres trio. 


In comes Pirie’s 


young disciple 


By HARRY CARPENTER 


PEWS lucky young.men heard the great news yester- 


day: they are picked for Britain’s Olympic 
athletics. team: Behind the bare announcement lay 
two stories with a romantic touch. oes 


Laurie Reed,. 6ft- 3in. Coulsdon, Surrey, runner, has 
striven for years to emulate his idol and tutor, Gordon Pirie, 


at long-distance running. . Nene SE 


Now he goes. to Rome as a. 
1,500-metre man. against the* 
_ Yet Laurie 
has ‘run. ‘only twice at the 
shorter -distante:=-.--252 22 
John* Wenk, when -he heard 
he’d been chosen at 800 metres, 
rang up his father to thank him - 
for the wonderful 21st birthday 
present that made it possible. - 


Imitation 


But, first, 24-year-old -Reed. 
From the time he took; up run- 
ning in the’ Boy Scouts, this : 
lean, lanky loper  hero-wor- 


round the-corner. t 

At the London bank where 
he works, Reed yesterday fe- 
called : “ Gordon got interested 
in me while I. was still at 
school.’ I did everything he — 
told me. I even modelled my ‘ 
running style on him.” i 

But Pirie remained the big 
star at three and six miles— 


again in minor races. 

This’ season, the same old 
story: “I realised. I could 
never make the 5,000 or 10,000 
metres in Rome,” says Laurie. 
“So I just had to make a bid 
for the 1.500 metres.” 


Rewarded 


.Yesterday came the reward. 
Reed joins Mike Wiggs as Bri- 
tain’s best in the 1,500 metres. | 


DISTANCE RACES © 


EAK - NOSED Robert 
~. Bogey, schoolmaster 
sensation. of London’s 
ite City on Saturday, 
mnfessed to me he is 
Beer c of today’s meeting 

ith Gordon Pirie, writes 
SAM LEITCH. 


° 


| PIRIE.- What magic there 
is about: this name which 
Strikes fear into foreigners— 
even though they are bril- 
liant trackmen like French- 
man Bogey, who had just 
jrun the fastest 10,000 metres 


BERNARD 
... Fastest 


maninthe 
race’ with 


record to 
prove his 


darling, or, the bogey 
man will-get you!” 


irie even { 


spreadeagled Pirie’s times 
for this grinding distance). 

This slender, blond 24-year-old 
did not attempt to conceal his { 
extravagant admiration for Gor- 
don when I spoke to him after 
his hippetty-hoppetty success in . 
29min. 1.6sec. He confessed: 

“I will run in the 5,000 metres. 
But Pirie, I know, will be too 
good for me. He is so fast and . 
I think the distance'is really too”. 
short for me,” 

Nevertheless, his clash with 
Pirie and the jet-fast finish of 
Frank Salvat. this afternoon 
should jerk some sorely-needed 
life into the international fixture 
with France. 


WMhaca ¢ren Sunenwwn te tietAauad? 


‘a national - 


_ PIRIE 


...A feud 
on the run 
is forgot- 
ten in the 
cause of 
his 
country 


.-- Lhenew 
track star. 
Can he 
shock ' 
Britain’s 
athletes 
today? 


Gordon Pirie first through the tape, the rest, 
>par lowhere. This is the finish of the 5,000 metres 
it the White City, with Pirie still full of running. Frank 
‘Salvat is a distant second with the French pair tailed off. 


GORDON PIRIE the Magnificent CAN win 
“a Gold Medal for Britain in the 5,00 
metres event in the Rome Olympics. na 


_. . After watching Pirie’s fantastic victory in the 
5,000 metres international event against France at 1 
‘White City today, Iam convinced that -it will ta 
ia Superman to beat him over this distance in Rome, 


With a blistering last lap of 54.6 seconds, Pirie surg 
home a clear winner from team-mate Frank Salvat! 
* 13 minutes 51.6 seconds, the’ second fastest race over the 
distance in the world this year. He looked an Olympic¢) 
winner. all the way. : . fee. 

But there is no fear of 29-year-old Pirie holding any 
false illusions about the task. that faces him when he 
bids to repeat this triumph in Rome. ea 


: ! “Eristing best times for 5,000 metres: will : 
wane NOTHING when the race starts for that Olympic Gold} 
: xs Medal,’: Pirie told me after his victory today. “I. mus 
put in a lot more hard training yet.” 5 : 


If ever a runner deserves. an Olympic title it is Pirie: 
He travels to Germany again this week for Olympic tuni 
from his coach, Woldemar Gerschler.. And he will be ba 
to have his final race before setting off to Rome in ‘ti 
catered Carr Mile at this same White City track on Saturda, 
week.- ‘ ; 
=~ Don’t take the 3.2-seconds margin of Salvat’s def 
oday too seriously. For the Finchley runner, satisfied 


messieurs !” 


RIE, Seen hh 


“Au revoir, 


eI SHA hat Britain was safely into the first two places, eased: 
re a ra No is stride considerably in the last 50 yards. “A Suet 
i) Li if | eo L 5 =». He had certainly done his job well. Particularly when 
‘ t Vite  <d.A4’ Ss : ichel Bernard, of France, who'had set a fast pace most! 
a £ 74 i¢ an i f the way, surat to try a breakaway 300 yards frony 
< ~ by ADS 43 fou ome. 
ASEN FSA Is Mak ¥ LESH B Salvat, cleverly placed, sensed 
A a Cf ~ the threat, and straight away 
XY Kat , €: z. accelerated with a tremendous 
\ SSK: Vw =D OL ~ burst. Pirie strode after him at 


ithe same. fantastic speed. 

The French had absolutely no 
‘answer to the power that came | 
‘from the lungs and legs of the t 


Porirua ei 


rKTN 


U 


KREFELD (W. 


Grandma helps Pirie 


TERRY O'CONNOR 


ORDON PIRIE relaxed 


. :10,000 metres for the third 


I was wondering why a man should 
torture himself like this—and that 
is the only description of a Pirie 
training session I had just wit- 
nessed — when. Britain’s master 
runner confused me further by 
saying it had only been possible 
because of his. wife’s grandmother. 
“Tf Shirley [Gordon’s wife] had not 
received a legacy from her grand- 
mother I would have been unable 
to devote the time necessary to 


‘With that settled it seemed only 
natural to ask why it was so 


RReANT t 4 
Jy MEAVREA WLI OK 


EFELD (W. Germany) — 3,000 
+ 1, G Pir, Smin, 4.4s0c.;. 2, 


By 


over lunch’ and 
me he will have 


50,000 miles — or. twice 


round the world—by 
time he reaches the 
Rome Olympic Games 
next month to compete 


in. the 5,000 and 


time. 


Pom 
train 


sipping an iced orangeade. 


important to win. an 
Olympic title. I sup- 
pose it was also natural 
that a man like Pirie 
should answer : “I want 
to win every race. 


“A world record’ is- much 


more important than an 


I 


Olympic victory. Only 


then can an athiete claim 
to. be the best. Some of the 


‘Pirie takes own 


as I must for Rome,” he said, 


Rome masseur 


(GORDON PIRIE is taking his 
own masseur.with him to 
the Olympic Games in Rome. 
He is Derek Nicholl, a profes- 
sional lawn tennis coach from 
Surrey, who has discovered the 
pore Massage treatment for 
trie. 


¢ 
j 
} 


GORDON -PIRIE (eft) 
3 ‘and MIKE 


told 
run 


the 


finest performers miss the 
Games due to an injury. 
For example, Bill Nieder, 
the leading shot-putter in 
the world, will not be 
representing the U.S. in 
Rome.” : 

felt Pirie, now 29, was deceiv- 
ing himself and pointed out he 
had already broken three indi- 
vidual world. records - and 
shared in two others in relays, 


will run in the 3060 metres 
WIGGS MA 


but had tried four times in } 


vain for an Olympic gold 
medal. 

Why, then, do you go on living 
a@ monastic existence and 
pounding out the miles ? 

“I go on because I am not 
satisfied.” 

Look- what: you have lost by de- 
voting your life to running. 
“Lost?” Pirie seemed horrified 
at the suggestion. “ But for 
athletics I would have been 
caught in the rut of a civilized 
existence, catching the same 

train to work every day. 


ecceesoon 1@teoseenor 


: ictory 


veoecconert 


e 
e 
° 
e 
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“Running has taken me twice 
round the . world. (literally 
this time) and: given me the 
opportunity to learn foreign 
languages.” 

Is_ victory really .SO 
tant’? 

Pirie seemed at first perplexed 
at the question: ~Then I 
noticed the same glint I had 
seen many times before when 
he had hunched his shoulders 
and driven victoriously to the 
tape. 

“During a race winning is the 
only thing which matters, but 
afterwards I often feel sorry 
for my rivals. Like the time 
in 1956 when I beat Vladimir 
Kuts in a new world record 
of 13min. 36.8sec. He was like 
. little boy who had lost a 

oy.” 

Pirie recalled with genuine pity 
the crestfallen expressions of 
the three Hungarians—Roz- 
savolgyi, Iharos, and Tabori— 

when he’ beat them to estab- 

lish his existing world record 

of Tmin. 52.8sec. for 3,000 

metres. 


impor- 


seseeseas: 
Failure ; 


seneseosort 


eoveeeces 
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e 
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Pirie then recalled a failure— 
f in the Olympic: 


his- defeat 
10,000 metres at Melbourne 
four years ago, when his legs 
turned to rubber after trailing 
the Russian Kuts for five 
miles. 


,; Without a trace of emotion, he 


said: “My mind went dead 
with my body. I-only knew I 
had to finish, even in the 
dark.” 

Pirie might refuse to admit the 
importance of an Olympic vic- 
tory, but he cannot disguise a 
fierce desire to wipe out the 
memory of that failure. 

How better than to link his 


maman' SAucaenav’. ae. en Chemin 


HE CAN. RUN 
IN: BERNE 


From ROY MOOR 


g : f BERNE (Switzerland), Fri 
JE plans to day.—Gordon Pirie has 
Beatty, the been given an official all- 
over ‘clear to race the ae 

in Berne on Olympic athletes over 5,00 
in-the 3,000 ;metres here on Sunday. [ 
; perone. the news to him to 


rg, Sout 
nigh ‘After his) 


ning here it; 


Target: A record # 
5 “The mystery is: What hap igeguaeeaeeenae eee ? vet ed 
Pir! an attempt (pened to the cable the Faeroe aver reennmeneesierennesenSersapeiossinsemeesisemmntncemanee sel 
ie metres record sont Pirie as soon as theyee 1 
vs ism ‘reached ‘their decision ? ; 
4 . - Perhaps it went to one of theme 
two other Freiburgs in Westiegams 
Germany ! 
J » I: gather Pirie’s target in 
MIKE WIGGS, the Thaies| record of ise m. 566 ne Mane Pee wajearli x okaz a 
fGGs, record - 0: min. 56.6sec. made ezas pobytu w Szw: 
miler, who is training by his old riyal Vladimir Kuc, ™i¢@zynarodowego mityngu lekkuatietyexnegon 
in Germany, is also of Russia, when he sensation. Bermle, rozegranego w- lerzysk, | 
A towi aktorzy rzymskie ae 4 
swych sil w nar 


—.10.n9n 


Berne, Switzerland, Sunday - 


mances of winning the Golc 
ic Games 5,000 metres in Rome 
edly poorer here this. evening. 

hird behind the Americans 


[ Dellinger, in a 3,000 metres event. 
ammanager asked for the distances 
Metres, and Pirie had no objection. 

rd holder for the 3,000 metres, 


-& chance to let off some of the 
leht to be building up, but he had 


me 17:4 
~41-45eC... compares. . with 
and Beatty’s 8min. 16.4sec., 
gest—disappointment here: 


doubt his perf 
. ae when ‘he 


Cee 


seemed to be comfo : 
rtably trailin 
: eee and with 300 yards to go i a 
raPfosive effort. It didn’t come. 
Ke ; Ericaernie 200 yards from the 
. ee ; four-minute miler Beatty, 
0 had been in last position 
nearly all the Way, made a 
A ee Sudden break for the tape. 
ant PASS gave chase round the 
f Porat dace but there was no 
‘ c in his pace, and to the 
mazement of the 20,000: crowd 
another American, Dellinger, 


PET Es 


2 rtp entender 


| As her Say iter net a Miter the Winder 
husband 
‘tunes up’ 
_ for the. 
Olympics 


HE loneliness 
of the long 
distance runner 
has’ nothing on the 
‘unconvivial lot of his 
wife. 
To be married to a man 
who has devoted the bulk 
of his adult life striving to 
put one leg in front of the 
other more proficiently 
than anyone 
| else in the 
| world requires 
the sort, of 
Stamina. that 
cannot be 
measured on a 
; Stop watch. 
| Shirley \Pirle, wife of 
that athlete’- extraordinary 
Gordon, appears to be such 
a woman. 
Dur.ng her four years of 
; Marriage she has had no home 
; of; her own, her husband has 
‘never had a regular job, her 
' social life has never been 
allowed to interfere with his 
| stringent daily training, and she 
has- co} with demands for the 
sort of food that would drive 
the average housewife insane. 
(But when Mrs. Pirie talks 
about her Husband she's talking 
about “her “favourite subject. 
Sitting relaxed and happy in an 
elegant, borrowed.: sitting-room 


she described what she has 
come to accept as.a normal day. 


| Raw porridge 


se ORDON gets. up at 
' ( ines o'clock. in. the 

: morning—he » likes to 
sleep late. ‘Then we have. break- 
fast. Breakfast consists of raw 
porridge—you crunch it up, it’s 
rather nice once you get used to 
it—sultanas, boiled eggs, and rye 
bread. Gordon only eats rye 
bread. 3 

“Then he goes out on-the 
downs for a couple of hours’ 
training. He comes back. for a 
rest and = lunch. Luneh is 


usually a dish of unpolished. | 


rice, raw vegetables, and cheese. 

. Gordon is a bit erratic about 
his food. Sometimes’ he’s a 
vegetarian and will only: eat 
cheese — and sometimes he 
fancies steak. ‘ 

“ After lunch, if he feels like 
it, he goes out to work. At the 
moment this means selling a 
few cameras for commission. 
.“ But he doesn't go out of his 
Way a5 a salesman -as ‘he's 
writing a book this year. 

“Anyway, towards the‘end of 
the afternoon he goes along to 
Croydon track and trains for 
another three hours or so. He 
comes home for dinner, but by 
then he's probably. so ‘tired he 

Ht to bed. We never 
g0 to partiesjor the theatre or 
anything like that. ‘Gordon 


tee kis ae ea 4 


1 have much patience with people 


~ ¢Mother’ to athletes -~._ 


MOLLY JACKSON, middle-cged and jolly, nag 


never seen an athletics meeting in her life and - 
probably never will. Yet the Olympic Games hold for her 


n’s 


team now assembling there before the Rome airlift. 


I asked her who had the largest appetite. “ Without g' 
doubt, Arthur Rowe,” she replied. Apparently he consumes | 
three-quarters of a pound of steak for breakfast and at lunch-} 
time calls for an even larger portion or perhaps a whole 
chicken. By way of contrast Gordon Pirie has a preference 
for oats and raisins. “A very nice boy who is teally hurt 
deep. inside when he gets any criticism,” is Mrs. Jackson’ 
verdict on him 


| 
Se, 


mpic village. The babel 
f colours, the tangle of types. 
bE all the other modern. 


‘qe 


\ 


x PIRIE 
H 
» Who don’t know it’s a misprint. 
have started knitting him 
_ Sweaters.” — 


! 


Speedy trio, Gordon Pirie with Carol Quinton, 
left, and Mary Bignal in London ‘today to fly to 
Rome with the British athletics team. - 


But hundreds ot ola tadies. 


Said this enthusiastic man 
Dyson; “Pirie knows he flopped 
in_Berne, but the conditions were 
not in his favour. He’ has been 
training in Germany under. con- 
ditions similar to those in Rome. 
I feel he ‘will do us proud. 


WORRIED? NOT ME 
SAYS GORDON 


. At- which point Pirie eased his 
slight) frame into the room to 
inquire where he might train. 

{| Dyson advised: ‘Don’t. train 
‘before five.” - 

Pirle. made no reply. He just 
accepted the directions to the 
practice track andisilently moved 
away. Dyson explained : “ We let 
the athletes follow their own 
‘Plans. We only advise them.” I 
doubt if Pirie will listen to any 
advice but his own. 

Pirie, looking wonderfully ‘fit, 
later made the brief comment: 
“Iam not particularly worried 
about what has gone. I §till 
think I will have them worried 
in the 5,000 and 10,000 metres” 


with him! 


told yesterday by 


Mrs. GORDON PIRIE 


eae 


Looks Like 
a Mistake 


oe ; : : ease aS i - con, Weinesday. 
Enough | | become an extremist about it near a track. He enjoys. it, buta! 
= ’ a 


S So late—a large 
ight. 

field. hopes like. 
ry Bignal really going to have. 


now, Whatever he had decided there are only two beds,’a larg 
to take up would have become one and a very narrow bun 
an obsession with him.. That's And I kept falling out of the 


EITHER. of | the Piries - the way he is.” bunk, so it wasn’t such a good Peiske Tete AEt Oey ee oe 

drinks alcohol, tea. ‘or it is very likely that Gordon idea after all.” | It takes most people three or four days before they 

coffee, and they don't Pirie will retire from the track At this point Gordon Pirie , eet SLEEP P a : ¥S TF 
smoke,. Although Shirley has after this year’s Olympic a I ; perce Even propery: 


a - hour aes : i an i : 
for sprinting, she fencurerores , Games. And for the third time, Canter “Geveret faett nee bare : ei her, Mother the 5.000 metres miles 138 Va” OD Neat of 
or sprinting, she feels that one e Piries are going to'try to jeg ; imentalome. : fai ptedheAak 4 r ne 

runner in the family is enough , settle in New Zealand. afer ig Satria ee toa € es wif€ On the same day, MARY. BIGNAL has first. to 


of. a strain, | Retiring from international $0" rte ‘ not rdin ump final then appear in the 
“I kept up with my. own run- | athletics is never going to stop pufined Pirie face, for once 9 S, next perform in the firal 


anyone anywhele 
never experienzed 
ration it. will te: 


Pirie Stays 
in Bed 


"pals morning. those of the athletes who nave arrived 
—there are still plenty to come—went out training 
except half-miler Tom Farrell—the Divinity teache 
;who never runs on Sunday—anda Pirie. : 
Pirie stayed in bed because he still felt a bit tired 
after his trip, 
That I can well understand He has Hown fromg 
London to Rome after flying from Berne (Switzerland) 


I still train with Gordon now, we both think New Zealand is t down and proceeded, 
we both used to come home gets very annoyed about the i 
said, 
of us had to give it up—and 
thing for ever—you’d turn into. 
children. ““Not long ago we 


but it became impossible when a healthy piace to live. Gordon ne one precious f00b += 
t about it carefully: 
Gordon was the better runner. 
an eccentric.” 
rrogance OTH the Piries want to ey 
. ow before the 
A Sa personality, Gordon bought a washing machine and ny runs they 


ning for a couple of years and | Gordon's efforts to keep fit. And pulling, came into’ the rood. 
: yu're thinking of 
worn. out.-and irritable. One filthy air we breathe here.” : 
I had the most patience.” A Caravali cae aan on iat om 
have their own home and 
Pirie has been criticised & S€wing machine—our first. big 


for his temper, his - possessions—and Gordon was 
cockiness, and_ his arioeseeh: the first to play with them. 
He is a hero, but not a parti- SoA ySpeed el Pea 
a so tha radon cou iS be 
st cua a eee Pe wegen Sear ees to London to join the team, after flying from Germany 
arrogant.” says Shirley, “it is : LONGO toe aero metres Chis (comer Wena 
because he isa perfectionist. If : : Poummitica | aondon to Germany to see his coach. Waldemar 
he denies Stbede seetine as mn erschler. AND PICK TUE BONES OUT OF THAT! 


can be sure he is going to do th COOLIO) T\ (ON LON 


it really “well: So he doesn't 


LE LA Ri ce RN 


“ Pirie is so exnakiniceal and clever I think 
he must win,” said the Czech who won three/ 
eae gold ‘medals in Helsinki in 1952— 


he discounted their threat. 


# Halberg is dangerous but Pirie. has syet to reach. his 
season’s peak. Grodotzki is a fine runner but Jacks the flair 
~~“ for the big race ” 

~ “While we talked under a 
‘plazing sun, Pirie rested and 
recalled’ the dreams. of ten 
years. Years in which he has 
‘sacrificed much for the so of 

Olympic glory. 
‘There are thousands of ether 
athletes here who share similar 
‘hopes, but few have given so 
“much “Geyotion:| 0, their sport as 

Pirie.*- 

Zatopek dismisses Pirie’s flop 
at Berne just over a week ago, 
when he lost to two Americans, 


- Centrepiece 


“tt is proof that he is now 
ready for the race of his life.” 
said Zatopek. 

-It is going to be a -tough-race 
for Pirie ‘tomorrow, but that is 
ie what he wants to prepare 

imself for the real battle on 
Friday evening. 


. urray Halberg of _ New Zealand or 
‘Hans Grodotzki of « ermany ?” T asked. ‘Su prisingly, 


000 METRES. — From a 
“te British point of view 
the awesome truth is that the success 


of the British team at the 1960 
Olympics will be judged at kome on 


‘the results of the 5,000 and 10,000 


metre races: in effect on the perform- 


‘ance of one man—Gordon ‘Pirie. 
The. stormy. ‘petrel of British ath- _ 


f letics, Pirie is: ‘névertheless an institu- 
.tion among middle distance runners 


the world — -over. He has been 
tempered in the furnace of world 


competition for ten years, held four 
individual world records, came _ 


fourth in the 5,000 metres in 1952 and 
second’ in 1956, been hardened by 
Zatopek and quenched by Kuts. 
Pirie, above all, is a realist: 

He has been inflated and then de- 
flated so many times by the Press and 
the public that his philosophy is now 


I don’t give a damn what they write, 


so long as they spell my name right. % 
Pirie is the most feared man in the 
field, but he fears, above any, the 
New Zealander Murray Halberg, a 
small, thin man with a_ withered 
shoulder. 

Pirie has never forgotten that 


. Halberg beat him by 40 yards in the 


Empire Games three miles two years 
ago. Nevertheless, the realist Pirie 
knows that at the age of 29 this is his 
last chance to prove himself the 
world’s greatest  middle-distance 
runner—something which he and all 
his competitors know him to be. 
Halberg and Pirie could conceiy- 
ably run themselyes into the track 
leaving ,East  Germany’s Hans 
Grodotzki to come through. 


Rese. + eA waste. io 


pour ja finale) 


Por ols Grodotzki (AIL), 112 te 
2. Conti (It), 14 1% 6 (rec. Italie) > 
3. Nyandika (Kenya), 14° 6": 4. Zak~ 
harov (URSS), 14° 10" 2; 3, Hoey- 
kinpuro (Fink), 14° 21" 3 -'s. “Lee. 
naert (Belg), 14’ 24” .6: 7. Salvat 


(G.-B.), 14’ 33” 2%; Merawi (Ethio- 
pie), 14’ 40" 8; 9. Beatty (E-U), 14 
43”. 8; 10, Hoey (Irl.), 18°}: 11. Mukh- 
tar (Irak), 15’ 0” 6. 

Abandons + Aceituno (Chili) ; Sze- 
keres «Hong.). 

It: 1. Flosbach (AIL),.14 8” €; 
2. Iharos (Hong.), 14’ 8” 6; 3. Arty-) 
niuk (URSS), 14’ 9’ 4; 4, Lawrence. 
(Austr.), 14’ lo”; 5. Ameur (Pr.), 14 
34° 6e Oliveira” {Port.), Ay! Sects 
7. Kyle .(Can.), 14. 25’; Jochman > 
(Pol.). 14’ 30” 8; 9. Molins (Esp.), 
14’ 31” 2; 10. Said (Maroc), 14° 53’ 6;, 
11. Bhathia (Inde), 15” 6’ 6. kas 

tll ;\ 1. Janke: (All), 14° 4" 4; 2, 
Bernard. (Fr. ) 14’ 4” 6; 8. Thomas* 
(Austr,), 14” ie 3.4. Dellinger ot HY 
147487926 gts Gventmior (Uv. 14° 
“14” 63.6. Baloravee (Finl.), 14° Ys" 23 
7. Bohaty .(Tch.), 14’ 30"; 8. Pirie 
(G-B), 14’ 43” 6; 9. Hiotis (Gréce). 
15° 1” 9; 10. Tseriwa (Rhod.), 15° 


Bad ‘: 1. Power (Austr.), 14° 3” 13 

nibers (N-Z), oe 3” 8; 3. Zimny 
ipol}, 14’ 7” 4°; 4) Tulloh (G B), me 
17? 2°; 5. Jurek (Teh, ), 14 Bt 45) 
6. Alonsits (Belg.), 14° 36” 8 ; 7 
Soth (E-U),' 14° 407 4 aC Bs casei 
(Hong.). 14’ 51’. 6; 9, Barabas (Rou- 
manie), ne 11” 2; 10. Dalcilic (Turq.). 
15’ 13" 6; 11. Aniset (Lux.), 15° 17"). 
2. Shah (Pak.), 15° 43" 

Krzyskowlak (Pol.), forfait. 


Me i fi THIN PHYSIQUE => 
By LAURIE PIGNON, ROME, Wednesday me en Ee eles pe a a pauper, dashing his, A . = Withered Shoulder’ : 
ream of an ympic douple. is) RHARA VE Mee Halberg, in physique, is the. oppo- 


site, thin and with a drooping shoulder: 1) 

en | withered as area Ok a’ Rugby, acci-, 
: (7 ® den when a boy is race, too, was 
hale USS iS differently run for he had to hang’ 
on desperately to a diminishing \lead. 
Zimny, the Pole, led for the’ first” 
mile in 4min 21 with Halberg last 


Reps i . | excuses. I just did not run well.” 
grinding into the dust of the Olympic It was almost the same sad story as Mel-' 


on. ° 9 ° bourne four years ago except this time there, 
| track Britain’s victory hopes at the end wasn’t acRiicanailt-wasn't so Hot: 


GORDON PIRIE flopped tonight ens Listless and unhappy, he said: “I have no! 


| of a shattering day of flops, flops, flops. Right from the start this fanatical extrovert, | of the 12. Thomas (Australia) then | 
was never in the race. j ek ores ‘ent after twa tape in pace 

f | w ead aga 

The arena echoed with the biggest ovation Fourth was his best position on reaching the | lagged and Zimny, went ab ae | 


Meanwhile Halberg had been moving: 
up, steadily and with just over three} 
laps to go he raced smoothly into the 
lead and split the field. 


He the Games “when Pirie, the dedicated | Sixth lap. 


: After that Efimov of Russia and Albert Thomas of 
Spartan who-has endured 12 years of gruel- Australia put on a tiny bit of pressure and Gallopsng 


Jing training, set foot. on the track. Gordon burst like a wet paper bag. : Pebcigh i Sm Fossey with Him and | 
|; .. The cheers died:on their lips half-way through There was no kidding this time. Pirie had With two laps to go the gap was 20° 
ne. qualifying 5,000-metre race. At-the end Pirie lived for this day, which was meant to be one. of edie eee of One eae 
| was just a pale ghost of a man. ; triumph, not tears. Now he was dreadfully tired, able) 


3 x : Twenty, 30, 40, 50 fantastic yards behind. - The’ 
pile was.not our, only’ golden ™ failure... Add the: | cored people in the stadium could hardly believe | 
imames of Arthur Rowe; Brian “Hewson and Mary their eyes. 


‘Bignal. ‘ 
Ap A 1 f home, Piri u 
But Pirie had been our Prince of Success. In nay tens two taps from nom A EATESE 


to keep going but not to accelerate. 
When» he looked round with 300 
yards to g0,.'the gap “had © nearly 
halved and he seemed to stumble’ 
little. But Grodotzki was now as 
tired as he and, as Halberg, after whe 
must have seemed an endless straigh 
glee) a f PORE parough ALE ot sh and 

. ‘ our . hs oe 13 e collapse is lea ad not shrunk» 
(PWENTY years of dedication ended in mulch morenc pe 

abject failure for Gordon Pirie here to- 


i night. A pale, lifeless copy of Galloping zea METRES 
| Gordon was beaten by half the track in the LM es 13° 43°" 
ii, .third heat of the Olympic Games 5,000 metres. ¢ onovoree Ail ae 


4. Janke (All:), 13’ 46” 8; 5. Power’ 
(Aust), 13° 51°. 8; 6.. Nyandika (Ke- 
nya), 13’ 52” 8; 7. Bernard (France), 
14’ 4” 2; 8. Flosbach {All.), 14’ 6-657 
9. Artyniuk (URSS), 14’ 8”; 10. Tha- 
ros (Hong.), 14° 11” 4; 11. Thomas 
(Aust:), 14° 20" 4; 12. Conti (It.),) 
14’ 34’. . 


A It was the crushing climax to a miserable day for 
i Britain, and I have no hesitation in saying that Pirie 
ig, .ieft the Gold Medal behind on his German training 
(track. All his powerful running was gone, and he 
eit ‘finished eighth, over 200 yards behind Friederick 
a i Janke, of Germany. 

ah I gave the warning that Pirie might be over-trained 
@py (after watching him trail in behind lesser lights _from 
America in Switzerland a fortnight ago. He has rested 
since that race, but THE DAMAGE HAD BEEN DONE 
_-There seems no-hope, as I 
look at him tonight, that he 
“ean rally in time to win a medal 
in the 10,000 metres on Thurs- 
day week. 

Janke’s time of 14min. 4sec. 
represents nothing more than 
1a “stroll” for the real Pirie. 

Pirie faltered at the half-way 
mark, and only will power kept 
him going. 


‘Not weak’ 


) “Yet. Pirie said afterwards: 
“This won’t affect my future 
training. I have no excuses. 
When the leaders started to 
‘Increase the pace I could not 
‘hold them. 

“JT do not think you can 
blame the fact that we were 
‘not ‘brought over here until 
Saturday.” 

Britain will have no finalist 
‘In the 5,000 metres, for Frank 
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to go. 


UA? Wrong policy 


Throughout the race Pirie 
followed Murray Halberg, the 
-black-vested New Zealander who 
/ won. the 5,000. metres, and was 
-one of the favourites today. It 

as the wrong POUey. Halberg 
‘told me frankly tonight “I 
just did not have it.” 
' Neither did Pirie, who fin- 
ished 10th. At least he had the 
‘consolation of passing the 5,000 
metres mark some 20 seconds 
faster than’ when he was elimi- 
‘nated ‘over. that distance last 
(Week, ~ i 
~) No one was capable of staying 
with Bolotnikov when he 
‘charged into the lead with 
Kuts-like determination just 
;before ‘the final lap, Grodotzki 
and Power tried in’ vain to 
‘match his inspired sprint but 
could not.” 


: Beyond doubt 


» The result was put beyond 
‘doubt when Bolotnikoy reached 
othe home ‘straight to overtake 
jhis colleague Zhukov. Instead 


_ But, like champions from. many c 


PIRIE’S 


-haired Russian, proved 
Vladimir Kuts, when he 


in the world to capture the 10,000 metres crown 


grees made conditions ideal for the 


great Gordon Pirie. — 


Rome, Thursday. 


({ORDON PIRIE said 

after today’s 10,000 
metres that he was 
“running beautifully,” 
but had made a tactical 
error of staying with 
New Zealander Murray 
Halberg; whom he con- 
sidered a certain winner. 


“| just,stayed with Hal-. 


berg, even after he dropped 
back behind the leaders, be- 
cause I thought he would 
make up the ground again. 


“Then | realised that in 
order to win | would have 
to do an impossibly fast 
last 2,000 metres and I just 
gave up interest. 

“I just picked the wrong 


man.” 
* 


Pirie said he thought he 


~ could have kept up with 


Peter Bolotnikov or Hans 
Grodotski if he had picked 
them instead, 


Pirie said it might be his 
last race. “I’ve rather lost 
interest now. These Games 
have been a big disappoint- 
ment.” 


Then he added: “If | 
give up it will be because 


ountries, they could not stand the cruel 


VLU 


LATEST 

EXCUSE 
~ Read all 
about it 


need encouragement, ‘The 


_ British Press is the worst. 


of any in this respect.” 
He added that he had 
plenty .in- reserve :at the 
end of the race. 
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of the Press. * 
‘ The track? It was “ just 
sy fe British newspapers ~ jike sand,” he sald, but had 
have praised me when | improved a little because of 
was on top and said ridi-  +ain since-the 5,000 metres. 
culous things. And then ~~. “John Merriman has a big: 
well they have had nothing Role m his foot Because you 
just slide all over the piace. 
but criticism. on the track. | wasn’t so 
. “It's| when you’re not bad because | had very long 
doing too well that you spikes.” — Reuter, 


THULE EEE 


(of being lapped Zhukov. paced 
{the champion over the last 80 
tyards ‘to°an Olympic ‘record of 
28min. 32.2sec. 0 
This was an impulsive, but 
‘hardly a= sporting. - gesture. 
*Bolotnikov’s time is 13.2 seconds 
better than that set by Kuts at 
'.Melbourne, and only 1:8 seconds 
‘outside the world record. 

John Merriman, a 24-year-old 
Welshman who lives at Hemel 
Hempstead. was the best of our 
runners. Eighth in 28-52.6, he 
was the first British runner to 
break 29 minutes for this gruel- 
ding distance. 
' He said later; “Up to half- 
way I thought it was quite fast, 
and I felt tired) But then, in 
-the second half, they went about 
| 10sec. faster than ‘in the first 
half, and I was just not in the 
same Class.” 
“Merriman had looked like a 
challenger for one-of the top 
‘places until. Power intervened 
and:-changed the course of the 
race; ~: 


|... Twice led 


The -high-stepping — school- 
master Martin Hyman, who led = 
twice early on, finished just 
‘behind. Merriman, and Pirie 
followed some 70 yards behind. 
It may seem sad that Pirie’s 
ee data career should finish 
with: tenth place in the 10,000 
Metres, but in. the past week 
Many‘ national champions have 
failed” here in Rome, . 
There are always some men 
who lack the ability to rise to 
the greatest ‘test. It seems 
| Pirie belongs to: this unhappy 
school 
) At. the same time he will 
ipeyer be forgotten for his ser- 
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tine pm 


‘athletes were fed 
'| were brought out 


Games. 
Mr Ted Hopkins, 


“admit it looks 


Rae Y a et 


four. troubles.” 


> who .-failed to 
/qQualify for the 5,000 
metres final, dismissed his 
chances in next week’s 
10,000 metres, “It is too 
late now to do anything 
about it.” 

+ Salvat, who also failed In 
| the 5,000 metres, agreed with 


}PADR angry Pirie ‘said: ” We 
ave all kept quiet about this 
long enough. Of course we were 
al own out toolate. 


-No comparison 


* We arrived only about four 
days before our heats i the 
5,000 metres. As soon as we got 
on to the training track last 
Sunday we felt the sun hit us, 
and look what happened in the 
race. Both Mrank. and I were 


} 
| 


Nothing Short 
of Tragic | 


The French have said that their 
athletes. are all right at home but 
‘paralysed abroad.. Blame has been 
flying about like feathers in a pil- 
low fight. It carries just about as 
“much weight. 

*< Everybody seems to have los 

sight of the most elementary fact 
Of the 1,000-odd track and fiel 

‘athletes here in Rome, only 3 

-can win an individual gold medal) 
» There are hundreds and hundreds 
of losers. 

» What-. distinguishes ‘the gold 
medal winners? One thing above 
fall: they leave nothing to chance. 


up because they 
too late and not 


‘given a fair chance in the Olympic 


assistant manager of 


the British ‘athletics team, said : ‘‘ I do not 
cnow what to think about this. 
-“*T-don't want to criticise anybody without proof, 
“adn as if acclimatisation is at the 


unable to get peak perform- 
ances out of our bodies ~~ 


“ Acclimatisation is the only 
reason for it. 


“We should have 
brought out here at ieast a 
fortnight before.. How can you 
expect to geb used to this sun 
and these conditions in about 
four days. I admit we trained 
hard and were fit when we left 
England. But there is no com- 
Parison between the climates 
of the two countries. 


“It is all. very wel! for our 
Officials and others to point out 
that our sprinters have done 
well. Of course they have. The 
heat helps sprinters. 

_ But ina 5,000 metres race 
if soon shows up whether or not 
you are acclimatised.” 

He said that the Ausir 
Albert Thomas, worid 
holder for the two and three 
miles, and. Allan ~ Lawrence. 
third in the 10,000 métres at 


deen 


ian 
record 


|Meibourne, had told him they 


were still not running properly 
after 10 days in Rome, says 
Reuter. 


How did he -explain away 
the fact that the Germans 
have done well, even though 
they arrived in Rome only a 
day or two before. 


“They are continentals and 
used to a-different climate than 
our own,” he said. “All these 
things come into it. Hew else 
can you explain the failure of 
our leading athletes on the first 
day 2?” 

Frank — Salvat 
“I entirely’ agree. 
much longer out here.” 

Talking: of yesterday's 5.000 
metres final Pirie said :°* That 
race would have been very-hard 
for me but not beyond my- 
capabilities. 


Fantastic race 


“True, Halberg (Murray Hal- 
berg of New Zealand, who won 
the Gold Medal) ran a fantastic 
race, but I think I’can run a 
fantastic race, too.” 


commented > 


Explaining how he felt. Pirie! 


said: “ When you: run well you 
are light; you go along like a 
dream. Here you might be any 
old dope. 


We needed tary of the British Ama- 


; “And there’ lies the reasoh for 
taq;; the defeats and disappointments. 
Except for one: Gordon Pirie. But, 
then, he is a special case. 
“His performance on Wednes- 
day was nothing short of tragic. 
‘The British contingent in the Press- 
+) box could not believe their eyes. 
‘Here was a man’s life-work and 
ambition slipping away. 
Pirie has always been fanatical 
fin his training. When Kuts 
‘destroyed him in that memorable 
4 10,000 metres at Melbourne, he re- 
doubled his efforts so that his body 
"in future would be able to take un- 
| limited punishment. How confident 
|} he has looked this summer ! 

| Then he went to Germany for a 
final period of training before the 
Games—training of a demoniacal 
intensity.’ Fatigue built up in his 
_museles, and even 10-days’ rest after 


ree DA PEs 1 eT a, eee ee tes * 


coe ERS IRS 


. 


Asks DOUG WILSON, Our Man In Rome. 
‘LISTENED to Gordon Pirie 


blowing his top 


yesterday. “ We have all kept quiet about 


this long enough,” 


was saying. 
here too late. 


“We should have been 
brought out at least a 
fortnight before. How 


can you expect to get 


used to this sun and 
these conditions in about 
four days?” 
Gordon bemoaned 
dismal] flop in his heat for 
the 5,000 metres. About 
this week’s 10,000 metres 
he was equally gloomy. 


“It’s too late now to’ do 
anything about it.” he 
muttered. 

** MADNESS ” 


How did he explain away 
the fact that the Germans 
had done well, even though 
they arrived in Rome only a 
day or two before. : 

“They are Continentals 
and are used to a different 
climate-than our own,” he 
told reporters. 

On the subject of the 
track Puffing Pirie was more 
pointed. “Bloody awful,” 
he summed up- 

I asked Gordon why he 
didn’t say anything immedi- 
ately after his race. 

“T didn’t want to speak in 
the heat of the moment,” he 
told me. “However, now | 
have had time to consider I 
realise just what madness it 
was bringing us out so late.” 

Said Stan Vickers, who 
won a bronze medal for the 
20-kilometres walk. “The 


_ humidity was just fantastic.” 


Sandy. Duncan, — secre- 


his. 


the tar-from-gay Gordon 


“ Of course we were all flown out 


| teur Athletics Board, 
further. 
“The medical committee 
of the British Olympic Asso- 
' ciation made a detailed study 
~ into ‘the question of heat and. 
. , recommended that the team 
should arrive at least five to 
seven days. before their 
events,” he said. 


“The committee pointed 
out that even after 10 days 
only 85 per cent weather 
~ acclimatisation can be ex- 
pected. We gave this~in- 
formation to the British 
Amateur . Athletics Board 
but they apparently knew 
better.”” 


1 asked Geoff Dyson, 
Britain’s track and field 
coach, about Pirie’s state- 
ment and the growing 
support it is receiving in the 
British camp. 


“At this stage I am not 
prepared to say anything,” 
he said. “My job out. here 
is to keep our team happy 
and‘their morale high. But 
when the games are over 
and I get back Ill’ say 
plenty.” — . 


EMOTIONAL 


There remains, however, 
this: important question; Is 
Pirie right to blow his top at 
this stage ? 

Gordon’s a nice guy. To 
me his outburst is typical of 
the highly charged emo- 
tional state certain people 
are getting into in Rome. A 
climax, if you like/ ; 

And, of course; it’s not’ 
only affecting Britain. There 
have been some surprising 
national. failures—and some 


went 


. surprising national successes. 
| Of course we all want our 


boys and girls to do well, 
but if they fail Britain 
doesn’t have to go ‘into 
mourning. 

My heart filled with pride 
and I tingled with excite 
ment as Anita Lonsbrough’ 
swam to a dramatic gold 
medal victory. I felt de- 
pressed when Pirie trudged 
into a weary eighth place in 
his 5,000 metres heat. 

But win or lose, life still 
goes on. Don’t let’s get 
obsessed with Olympic 
gloom and glory. Well, that’s 
my view. 


Carry on, Gordon 
—says Mrs. Pirie 


ordon Pirie’s wife, Shirley, said in Rome today she would 
not like her husband to retire from running yet, despite 


his defeats-in the Olympic 5000 and 10,000 metres. 


Mrs. © Pirie, I 
Hampton, a former 


herself, as- Shirley. ~- 
well-known 


athlete, was leaving with her hus- 


band by car for 


Freburg, in Ger- 


many, where Pirie hopes to do some 


more training. 

Gordon, who 
was. thinking retiring, 
his. retirement 
wife. Asked: for her 


said yesterday he 
Said today 
depended: on. his 
View. 


Mrs. 


worth 


re 
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hat drew me 


@ maestro 


_ T Freiburg, on the edge of the Black 
Forest, there stands a monument to 
the German adage that if a job is 
doing, do,it fanatically. 

The Olympic sports stadium, all white concrete and 
antiseptic tiles, manicured grass, and carefully brushed 
cinders, hugs the side of the foothills. 

Today, as the early morning mist clings to the wooded 


lopes, a.pencil-slim, lonely man thrashes himself lap after 


lap around the track. 
is is Gordon Pirie’s way 
ef blowing a publie rasp- 
berry to those who wrote 
him off after Rome. But 
more than that. Esch lap is 
ublic reiteration of his 
faith. in himself and his 
German coach, Professor 

Waldemar Gerschler. 

Pirie has returned to the 
arcing Tprescribed by Professor 
Gerschier, The same remorse- 
training whicn failed to win 
an Olympic medal. 
erschler has been called 
e’s Maestro. His relation- 


schler, 


ve ye *f 
; RRY C metres, 


PIRIE files ints 


by Michael 
Parkinson 


ship with the athlete Ras been 
likened to a marionette show 
with Gerschler pulling the 
strings, © 

His methods have been called 
everything from “inhuman” to 
“unsuccessful.” And at present 


Gordon Pirie’s 
Nerves—By _ 
His Trainer 


Rome, Monday.: 


ORDON PIRIE’S German 
trainer, 


Woldemar Ger- 


said here that he 
thonght it was “ Olympic nerv- 
ous tension,” 
heat, which caused the British 
runner’s failure in 


rather than the 
the 5,000 


Gerschler said Pirie was “ sen- 


+ time. 


‘today with two 
€w career and 
his reputation 


sitive to heat,” but he would not 
over-emphasise the acclimatisa- 
tion period of only four days as 
a factor in his failure. He had 
no great hopes for Thursday’s 
10,000 metres. “The mere fact 
of such a defeat makes one 
nervy,” he added. | 


One thing is clear. If 
Gordon Pirie at 29 settles 
fer the race track, both 
he and Professor Gerschler 
realise that for the first 
time the race is not to be 
measured in split seconds 
but in passing 


years, 


he is smarting from an out- 
spoken attack on his ideas: in 
a German newspaper. 

But Pirie. who remains as 
faithful in defeat as he did in 
success, says: “ People ask’\me* 
if my training lost’me my. races 
at Rome. The answer is ‘that 
I came back here. I would not 
have done if  Gersehler, ha 
been wrong. He is a gree may 
coach. He is not appreciated 
beeause his methods are toa 
teugnh and there are few wha 
would stand up to them. 

“My trouble at Rome was 2 
combination: of “bad planning 
and the weather.” 

Gordon -Pirle <propped © his 
legs on a table, thought a bit, 
then said: “You know, .when —— 
all is said and dane, an Olympic 
medal is not so important. 

“People seem to think’ that 
not getting one has been the 
greatest disappointment ef my 
career, | Well, they are wrong, 

“My philosophy on running is 


not to be either elated at 
cuca er disappointed at 
ailure. 


“Each race Is as important 
as the next to me. It is the 
publie who build these races up, 
not me,” 


SNIPING 


TRIE has other philosophies 
Pre. One deals with suecess, 
“It is always the same 
when you are at the fop=- Peers 
start sniping at you. It happened 
to me, it has happened 
te Professor Gerschler. Somes 
times I think that. to he 
mediocre, and therefore anony- 
mous, would be no bad thing.” 
Pirie’s next move is to Dublin, 
where he has been. offered a 
job. But he says he will not _ 
Settle there. “ want to. go 
back to New Zealand, There is 
so much to do there. People in 
New Zealand do_things all the 
time, unlike Britain — where 
people watch things all the 


“¥ feel now that I ought. to 
do-something besides running. 
ink I have matured. It 
always seemed before that run- 
ing was the only thing in my 
life. but there comes a time 
when you begin to think what 
you have missed.” 


DIETING 


REN: Gordon Pirie, simply 

and like a child, said : ‘Do 

you know, I- have never 
been on holiday since 1940. All 
the time I have been too busy 
training, 

“I would love to go. skl-ing, 
but I have never dared to in 
ease I injured myself. I have 
often longed to sit down ina 
good restaurant and eat just 
what I felt like but I have had 
to wateh my diet. 

“Sometimes, when I. think 
baek on my career and realise I 
have held five world records; =I 
ider why I go on... I mean, 
have become what I set out 
o be. a pretty good runner; .J 
wonder if it’s worth going on.” 


fA TURITY 


HiS, insists Goerdon Pirie, 
Ts not disenchantment but 
“maturity.” It is not’ that 
s fed up with running but 
wise and old enough to see what. 


peas 


the sacrifice has meant in 
worldly terms. 
he will not say he is 


re 
watch this slender 


ty means. 
it triumph over fanatical 
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From SYDNEY HULLS: Dublin, Frida 


ERB ELLIOTT, the Olympic cham-_ 

pion, who was told by his doctor he 
was over-racing, ran a floodlit mile in 
3min.. 57sec. on this chilly evening and 
drew Britain’s Gordon Pirie into his first. 
four-minute mile. : : 


Elliott’s. mile, -htis 16th under. four 
minutes and the fastest in the world for 
two years, came as a shattering surprise to 
the 15,000 crowd. ’ 

For. the previous evening, ailing Elliott had 
confessed after finishing fourth in an 880-yard 
race that he had spots before the eyes and was 
suffering from a stomach upset. Yet he still 
decided to run tonight although his» doctor 
suggested he needed a rest from the track. : 


BIGGER SHOCK 


An even greater surprise was to see Pirie, 
Britain’s gold medal hope who failed so miserably 
over 5,000 and 10,000 metres in Rome, coming 
home in 3min 59.9sec—the first four-minute mile 
of his 20-year career—then irrepressibly stating : 
“I can run the mile faster still.” 
A. third shock was the failure of Hungarian 
e Laszlo» Tabori to provide any menace. to 
Elliott. The Aussie plan was for pace-makers 
Albert Thomas, world two- and three-mile record 
holder,.and Tony Blue to take the field round to 
eS =s.. the bell in three even laps of 59sec. apiece. 
Meee Ron j F ee in ‘his. oon eal ae Gis on macs 
; . ast side, running the first quarter in 57 seconds, 
id “Elliott “draw breath after ~eocning’ the half in 1 min 57 secs, with Elliott 
WS TAace 11% Dublin. + “striding sooty in second place, followed by 
3 FEN abori. 
Pirie, the _Rhodesian . Terry 
4 : ; ore : : Sullivan and Peter Snell of New 


leads the field at. the end of 880 yarc 
: ! € yards in : 
(Bhoiesie) (Australia), Herb Elliott (Australia), who went on to win a 4 ae See ti Be 


and Gord on Pirie (Britain , : chan 
. * * : : 5 : ged when Blue moved past 
Sullivan an iri ain). Hidden behind Elliott is Laszlo 4 Frias > ‘the bunch to take the lead, and 
ar Gued Ga four polirates’ i i | 5 they eactiod the 1 in min 
un der 03 Os. 4 : on af Ga : hey reache e bell in 2min 
at set i : re ek Se - M : 59secs, and for a brief spell we 
re ee E 4 - saw the ‘yellow-vested Tabori in 
the lead.. But he could only hold 
on for the short space of time 

:needed to round. the. bend. 
As. they: entered  the).back 
straight, Elliott surged away with 
Pirie coming along. strongly and 
Tabori lagging behind in’ third 

pile 

Pirie -held’ on gamely, ‘but ‘by~- 
4 the time they hit the- final 
straight Elliott had increased his+ 
lead to 15 yards ‘and was going) 
away to win easily. * 
Still Pirie battled on, only -to 
be beaten on the line for second! 
\place by Sullivan, whose 3min. 


PS oie ‘i , 59.8sec. makes him the first 
last-lap challenge to. win . runner from Africa to beat four 


an, of Rhodesia, edged Pirie Pirie “Would Love | minutes. 


‘ ; ' 
Strong for Pirie, Sullivan and y * 9 | HE'S HAPPY 
Tabor. To Live Here | | Did Elliott, who had_travelled 
His punishing pace never let 4 = : : nearly 4,000 miles since Rome and 
-up, and his. time was only 2.5sec. N_ arrival in Dublin’ yesterday |}~ run six races in the last 10 days, 
slower than his world’ record for the big. Santry  athleti hope fora faster time ? “It’s no 
“Made on- the same Santry meeting, Gordon Pirie, the famous| (Use hoping after the race is over,” 
Stadium track ‘two seasons ago. (British runner, told reporters, he} De Sad ; : 
‘ ELLIOTT commented: “J had been offered a job°in Dublin,: |« Rhea aoe 
didwt expect to break my but it Was.not yet certain he would /tonight.” _ 
world record because of stomach} ‘be coming to live ‘here. He said: And indeed. he should’ be, for 
trouble that. has been bothering “First. I have to go back to New after running two 3min. 58.6sec. 
me for two days. The doctor Zealand where I°have-everything 1° Miles in London on Wednesday, 
told me to take things carefully.” n. If I come ‘to Dublin it wil] be! of last week. and Malmo just three 


Pirie was jubilant when he ‘n about eight months time.” Sihonemniinete mile in 10 dae 
heard he‘had broken the four- 


oo ge. : : tony. Bl ees barrier. He embraced in Dublin and my wife would love; Ver 3,000 me pot saan 
. k 0 ivan, ‘saying: “I did it!” it too. It’s a free country,” jumped with joy when told he 
 Seiccabes ty ie early stage of the first. lap of the mile at Santry last night are (left @ after Then he. shook. -hands with When asked his opinion of the| shouted “I did it! tf did ines 
to right): Albert Thomas (Australia), Herb Elliott (Aus.), Lazto Tabori. (Stateless), bee, © Hlliott, saying? “Thanks, Herb." Santry track he said: “I think it| “My. less gave out with 60 
erry Sullivan (Rhodesia), partly hidden; Tony Blue (Aus.), Peter Snell (New fe the, men i whe: spareapentorteds yards to go; but I knew Tad ap 
ealand); J. Anderson (Britain), Gordon Piri : " yy there that \has‘made it)so good.| HEeP_soing because I could: feel 
e 3 Ue. ; Gordon Pirie (Brit.), Jim McLoughlin (ireland) and xt sit undoubtedly <at:-is thé | best| 7 220.8 fourminute mile in me” 

bydek EBay es : Mee pares a a . Snell, i ning fift iott; 


Little Australian 
Held On Grimly 


, The 3,000 metres provided. a 
thrilling struggle between Aus- 
‘tralia’s Albert Thomas  and:- 
Britain’s Gordon Pirie. 
' Thomas the world two and 
three miles’ record holder, and. 
Pirie, the holder of the 3,000- 
metre world -record,- virtually 
had the race to themselves from 
an éarly stage and*ran a pul- 
sating last lap. : 
Pirie seemed to be running 
quite easily behind Thomas and 
I felt that he was poised ready} 
to. pounce on Thomas in the} 
straight: but the little Austra-: 
lian held on grimly to his lead) 
‘and finished three yards in front | 
of the British runner. Thomas’s| 
time of 8m. 6.8s., however, was| 
well_outside the world record. _| 


; Gordon Pirie. made a tremen- 
‘dous effort in ‘the 3,000 metres 
but he could not overtake Albert 
Thomas of Australia who beat 
him by two yards to win in 
8min. 6.8sec., which is 14 seconds 
outside Pirie’s world record. 


Pirie beaten ; ee Hs 


Most of the’ race Pirie and  Nyandiaka’ Maiyord “Kes ga) 
/Thomas were running shoulder 

‘to shoulder. -On the last bend 

‘Thomas sprinted away, .and 

(Pirie, who had until © then 

seemed to. be running — well 

‘within’ himself, just could not 

hold him: 


Johnny Thomas, 


1 \ , the coloured 
American high jumper, tried 


unsuccessfully to beat his own 


3,000 metres 


Thomas (Australia) winning the 
Si Stadium. 


Probably the best race ofthe 
evening was the three miles in 
which A. G. Thomas (Australia) 
and D. A. G, Pirie (A.A.A.) were 
running. Thomas soon took com- 
mand and had he maintained the ; 
rate of progress of the first half; 
of the race he would have beaten ; 
|the all-comers’ record, Neither’; 
Pirie or F. Salvat could stay with 
him over the last mile and*he won ! 
in’ the excelelnt’ time of 13min. ! 
36.2sec., only 2.8sec. slower than 
tht. all-comers’ record held by 
G. D. ‘Ibbotson. — 
es wei ATHLETICS. ~~, 

GLASGOW.—Three Miles: 1. A. Thomas 


(Aust.), 13min. 36.2sec.; 2, G. Pirie, 15-48 y 
LS. M! Nyandika Kenya), 13-49.6. G 


from Gordon Pirie 
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Gordon Pirie | 
Switches To 


The Mile 
- By BOB TREVOR 


ORDON -PIRIE, Britain’s 
latest member of the four 
minute “club,. has made 4 


dramatic: switch to the mile for) 


the Evening News International 
meeting. at. White City on 

Pirie asked:for the move when 
Laszlo. Tabori was -forced to 
withdraw: with» a torn leg 
muscle. On: Friday, in Dublin, 
the ~29-year-old Coulsdon star 
returned 3min. 59.9sec, finishing 
behind Herb Elliott and Terry 
Sullivan. Both are in Wednes- 
day’s field. 

“I realised.a lifelong ambi- 
tion in» Dublin,” said Pirie. 
“ Now. I‘have proved myself by 
breaking the dam, I fee] in a 
position to have a go at Herb’s 
record. It should be quite 4 
race.” 

_So the man, who re-estab- 
lished :s himself as - Britain’s 
premier. athlete faces the 
greatest miler the world has 
known. s 


(Britain) at Santry 


Boe 


"GORDON PIRIE took his own 

; Bann Rahim, Ate two 

gs and cracked: (“I 

ad a motor bike for 

running ‘his first mile 

White City for seven 
“has the job- of catching 
ypulous HERB ELLIOTT, 
taay lower his world record, 
1 54.5sec. 
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: ours de la: 
ANNBER Baw Waunir nas cru Suifisamment a sa chance, Michel Bernard.a raté, au cours de: ta; 


usman’s 
holiday 


ORDON PIRIE is off to 
} Spain . today, writes 
‘SYDNEY HULLS. Pirie told 
»me. last night: “My wife 
| Shirley and I have not had 
| thme at all for a holiday this - 
| year, We have the chance , 
~~} for a week's holiday how and a 
| we are going to take it. 
| Will Pirie race while he is’ 
away?“ Well,” he. said,’ “if 1 
‘receive an invitation and it is’ . 
passed by the British Board I 
might.” : i 
down . .to. San} 
ebestianeinee: "the Spanish border, | 
where there is a keen athletic for 
ie sure they would not. let! 
Pirie stay in the city and miss the! 
opportunity of inveigling him into! 
\@ race of some descr | 


What with one thing and! 
‘another, it seems as if this may 


Pirie wins on holiday 
Gordon Pirie took time off from a 
holiday to win an international 5,000- 
metres race at San Sebastian, yesterday, 
, in 14min. 4sec. He took the lead after 


two laps and-~ finished Isec ahead of 
Argentinian Oswaldo Suarez. 


Oswaldo. Suarez-(a Varrivéede la course’. 
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ss-country cham- 


PIRIE | 
South London 


defeat 


JGNGLAND’s athletic team 
flew to Berlin last night 
- .. three months late. This 
belated international against 
East Germany tomorrow was 
due to take place before the 
, Olympic Games, writes Terry 
O’Connor. 
But plans were frustrated by 
unimportant fixtures arranged 
by the British Board. 
Now the A.A.A. find them. 
Selves with a weakened team 
which faces defeat at the end 
of a long season. At full 
Strength England could have 
repeated last year’s victory over 
East Germany. 
Peter Radford should still 
manage to win both sprints, but 
» he: has lost his edge after six 
months. intense competition. 
This ‘was obvious by his per- 
formance in Nigeria 

Gordon Pirie ‘is disappointed 
that he will not meet the double 
Olympic silver medallist Hans 
Grodotski in the 5,000 metres as 
the. blond German is concen- 
trating on the 10,000 metres. 

Even so, Pirie faces another 
formidable runner in Friedrich 
; Janke, who was ‘fourth at Rome 
}and the leading —5,000-metre 
| Tunner last year. 
} Pirie has been revitalised by 
; beating four minutes for the 
;Mile, and he is determined to 


‘end his fluctuating season on a 
thigh note ~ 


Gordon Pirie has a cold and may 
not run in the 5,000 metres far 
England against East Germany in 
Berlin today. 
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VEN a European and British shot-putt record by Arthur Rowe 
could not wipe out the memory of another international 
crushing for England’s middle and distance runners here today. - 


It was almost as depressing as the rain which fell continuously on the grey, 
half-empty Walter Ulbricht Stadium in East Berlin. But the East German men 
found sufficient inspiration to beat England 116—95, and their women by 68—50. 


RECENT LEN y ; Rowe .produced a brilliant 
; series of putts, with five over 
. 60ft. His fourth — effort, 
62ft. 8iin., was almost a foot 
better than the Italian Sil- 
vano Mecconi’s European 
record. 
Rowe’s tformance would 
have won him a silver medal 
in Rome. In Rome the 24-year- 
old Barnsley blacksmith had 
failed even to reach 55ft. to 
qualify for the final round. * 
Rowe has a new sense of de- 
termination. He tells me: “I 
am going to train this winter as 
I have never done before in an 
effort to break the world 
record. . 
“Tam convinced I can find at 
least another six! feet.. The shot 
slipped from my hand when I 
made today’s record.” : 
Another bright spot on a duil 
day came from another Olympic 
disappointment—Mary Bignal. 
She beat Olympic bronze medal- 
list Hiltrud Claus in the long 
Maire with -20ft. 83in, then just 
ost a tingling 80 metres hurdle - 
tussle with another medallist, | 
Gisela Birkemeyer. 

Gordon Pirie did not restore 
his prestige which plummeted 
at Rome. . 
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Pirie’s theory 


_ «He led. the. four-man’ 5,000 
: ae coat nies es ge ee ewe 
aps. : Even when anke 
GORDON PIRIE and. Stan Eldon shared the lead 
Finished No. 4 it seemed only. a’ formality— > 
Pirie exuded confidence. i 
With a mile to go policeman 
Eldon realised he must try to 
, break if he had ‘a chance to 
win. The Germans went with ; 
him, but not. Pirie. : 

Gallant Eldon’s gamble failed 
because he could not match 
the finish of his rivals. 

Pirie’s latest theory on failure 
is : “IT have not trained enough. 
During. the past fortnight I 
have worked ‘out -only four ' 
times. This proves that those ' 
who say I do my best races in 
training are wrong.” 

Pirie then contradicts him- 


fre 


i ae eB hs i H. W. NEALE 
self, as he often £ : i oe — ¢ P ? 2 4 A : ; - 
IF } iv 0 “T am monte: ater en { _. Herb Elliott (right) makes a point with considerable emphasis 
iy | | Ls , Physically fed up with running. as he discusses the race with a victorious Gordon Pirie. 
bk. : Nr {srk If I was sensible I would pack Sanne 
. up.’ 
a f\ i? / wen weald ibs a wise course, 
- 3 , « » Is Sa See the once-grea 
KE: kx | nag Atk | Pirie “trailing last, in 14min. 


, 43.6sec_—the same as his Rome 

| f 6) , time, more than a minute 
hth ‘USsa below his best. 

But, as he said himself, “ if I 

| decide to retire tonight within 


a few days I am certain to 
change my mind.” 


Kuts time goes 


Moscow. Sunday.—Pyotr_ Bolot- 
nikov,, the Russian Olympic 
champion, set a new world 
record of 28min. 18.8sec. in the 
10,000 » metres at the Soviet 
championships in Kiev - today. 
This time is 11.6sec. faster.than 
the previous record, set by Vladi- 
ie Fp ton an Moscow in 1956.— 


7 OXFORD WELL 
oo 
SEER | RV 


Oxford were at Addington for a 
match over 5} miles against South 
London and Herne Hill. South London 
e \ paid the university the compliment of 
| SY [ PaCS (sun fh- en ienuded ue tire: cOtpmie 

hi A DCS -lG ae which include J 
Lriwa SS Cunt ie ( runners D. A. G. Pirie and L. D. Reed. 
Pirie was in fine form and outran 


/) the opposition to finish first. in 

47 27min Besec, two Herne Hill men, G. 
Rhodes. and ~ tows pccaesae 
() ' ; QF 1An4 second _and third places in 29min| 
} | v) Aa rc ( 9 I id lésec. Reed, L. Gilson and S. R. Lang- 


. 5 . | 
ridge followed in close succession to! 


give South London an easy team) 

victory, 
Although Oxford’s first scoring man, 

R: Bell, could finish’ no higher than 


ninth, excellent packing enabled them 
to-heat Herne Hill far carand nisna # 


bes ee. 
Cr Aura 


4 
ey ges ae IMR I GS ER a7 a 
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7 EFAUCHEUX VIENT D’ETRE DONNE. IL Y A 208 CONCURRENTS. 


Reed and 
Pirie spur 
- Harriers 


OUTH London Har- 
riers, spearheaded 
‘by Laurie Reed and 
Gordon Pirie, won the 
| team prize in the Pierre 
Lefaucheux inter- 
. national — cross-country 
| race in France yester- 
| day. : 
| Reed was fourth and 
| Pirie fifth in the field : 
of 121. The winner was 


Albert Rhadi, the 
| Moroccan Army - ser- 
.geant who won the 

silver medal in the 


Olympic marathon in 
Rome. His time for the 
five and a_ half-mile 
course was 26m. 6s. 

Rhadi won from 
Marcel Vanderwattyn, 
of Belgium, who was 
bidding for his fourth 
successive victory in the 
race. He was 46s. 
behina. 
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/PIRIE.N‘A PAS TENU DEUX KILOMETRES DERRIERE RHADI: 


rrr teint ee 


£38 


| GORDON 


tour 
Buenos 
New York. 


Chief port of call 


Pirie takes 


Aires, Sao Paulo, 


9 trip 


PIRIE flies off 


tomorrow on 4 £389 racing 
that. ‘will 


take him’ to 
and 


is the New 


Year’s Eve round-the-houses race at 


Sao Paulo. 
This. is the 
race . through 


4 miles 943 yards 
firework - flooded 


cobblestone streets that tests the 


stamina 


of 300 of the © world’s 


greatest runners every year. 


The race itself has been going for 
a quarter of a century, but Britain 


has won it on only one 


occasion— 


when Ken Norris succeeded in 1956. 


will also send 


Britain’s Amateur Athletic Board 


one athlete and a 


team-manager official to the Sao 


'Paulo race. 


COPS PACE PIRIE 


By SYDNEY HULLS 


ORDON PIRIE, in Sao 
Paulo, Brazil, for the 
famous New Year’s Eve round- 
the-houses race, was escorted 
by six <speed-cops round the 
cobblestoned course at 10 o’clock 
on Thursday night. 

Why so late at night ? 

Pirie explained’ by long-distance 
telephone : “You can’t go out any 
earlier in the evening because the 
traffic ts so fierce. And it's too)! 
darned hot to go out in sunlight |.” 

How hot? ‘ At-least 90 degrees, | 
and the humidity is pretty high 
too,” said Pirie. 


So," under the _ cooler, 


more} 
friendly “cloak of darkness, 


Pirie, | 


Britain’s sole representative in this 
300-entry race, went round the 4%%- 
mile’ course twice—to the roar of 
high-powered motor-bikes. 

Why cover the course twice ? “So 


as I-know it twice as well,” says 
canny Pirie. 

Chief opposition should come 
from the, East’ German, Hans 


Grodotzki, Olympic silver medallist 
in both 5,000 and 10.000 metres at 
Rome; and a. previous’ course 
winner, Argentinian Oscar Suarez. ~ 

Pirie, who had a‘smooth 36-hour 
flight out, runs again at a track 
meeting on Tuesday and returns 
home with team manager Pat Sage 
on. Thursday. 

Is business man Pirie doing any 
sales work while he’s out there ? 

“Yes, I’m ‘selling Britain!” he 
wisecracked. 


Lon i 
SOA } P wre L/ a | (\ \ / } 


fab. senior team: took se 
panised by Epsom 
There. were more 


¥ pie 


a 


cond place 
and Ewell 
than 30 


PAULO RACE. 


.(ORDON PIRI finished 
38th in’ the annual 


“Derek Ibbotson won the oe 
mile road race at. Mountain’ Ash 
in Wales in a new record time of 


Round the. Houses race amin. 16.8sec ; carri t 
- 16. » carried a-ligh 

through Sao Paulo’s streets torch for four miles as part of the 

yesterday. traditional ceremony ‘and then” 


took part in the four-mile miq- 
night Round-the-Houses ‘race: 
But ne couldn’t pull off the 


double. . 
Winner was Martin Hyman 
in 18min. 33sec.” 


Osvaldo Suarez, Argentina’s 
Olympic marathon runner, won 
this Brazil race for the third 
consecutive. year. He was 
followed by .Hans Grodotzki, 

| Germany’s~ 5,000 and -10,000 

¢ metres Olympic silver medallist. 
_ Afterwards. Pirie «said: “I 
started’ badly with a-couple of 
others and was called back We 
turned back to start-again when 
the gun went off and I was 100 
yards behind before I knew what 
had happened.” 


JRDON PIRIE yesterday had 
: ince his Achilles 


(Portsmouth) 
which beat Stan Eldon’s course 
record by 13 seconds. Eldon was — 
second in 18min 57sec 


yon the 74 miles inter- 
it over Epsom Downs in 


er 


# international G. McIntyre 
rs End), who was runner-up | 
min. 16 sec. C. Day (Ponders | 

End) was third in 45 min. 58sec. | 
‘} Epsom: and Ewell. H. were the! 


TPHE old year of 1960 ended on rather a sad note for British athletics) 

the once great Gordon Pirie finishing 38th, and last of the foreign eg 
in the famous “Round the Houses” race of Sao Paulo, Brazil, on New 
Eve. On December 18 Pirie had finished fifth in a cross-country race 
Continent. Now the big question seems to be: Is Pirie’s wonderful career 
at last? 

Winner of the Sao Paulo test was 
Oswaldo Suarez of the Argentine, the 
victor in 1958 and 1959. He covered 


South London H. 10 pts. 
ster Bank A.C. 363, 
D. A. G. Pirie (SLH) 59.59; 


beat Westmin- 
Blackheath H. 44. 1, 


2, Be J..G. 
Mottram (SLH) 62.48; 3, L. F. Clark 


(SLH) 63.34; 4, J. Lyne (SLH) 64.44: 5, 
R. A. Morley (B’heath) 65.45; 6eq., M. Tom- 


the alleged 7,300 metres in 22min. : lins (West) & C. J. Henty (SLH) 66.10. 
2.1sec. and said afterwards: “I am ‘ - : 

very happy after having won the tar Ca 

third time in a row. I offer my so 


‘3 


HYMAN TIMES 
HIS FINISH 


victory to my wife and mother.” 
Pirie began well and then fell back 
even though he had made special 
training preparations to be ready for 
the heat and huge crowd which is ' sao PAULO 


me—Pirie 


(Brazil), Sunda: 


usually associated with this classic ,—Gordon Pirte, of Britain,§ 
run. The detailed result was: finished. 38th in the “ round-the- § 
1, Suarez, 22:21; 2, Hans Grodotzki , houses” race through hilly Sao” g Ac 
(Germany), 22:21.9; 3, Eugene Allonsius Paulo streets early today, then” SAVTA, BRILLIAN | | F y 
(Belgium), 22:27.9; 4, Joao Saltos (Brazil), said; “1 was beaten_before the: TST 
22:37.1; 5, Douglas Kyle (Canada), | starting gun went off. 
22:41.6; 6, Jose Mollins (Spain), 22:42.7; Explained Pirie : “ I made d false ‘ 
7, Antonio Azevedo (Brazil); 8, Alberto start with a couple’ of other: : biol as. . 7 + 
Rios (Argentine), 22:51.2; | 9, Manuel Tunners, and was called back. ro : PIRIE STAYS ON LY 
Olver, pr ge air 10, John “We turned back to start again } ‘ 
Gutnecht (U.S.), 22:56,1. at 100 } ; | 
ee coter sertig shits Sates as REE EL ioe Eke ha 8 HALF THE RACE 
— = Ein 7 > Ttollows: ‘om : rdan e. » ; 
W tradycyjnym —biegu sylwestro- Lage Tedenby (Sweden), 21st; Georgios ad_happened. : led | By JACK CRUMP 
. wym. (7.300. m.) zwyciezyl Argen- Papavasiliou (Greece), 33rd; Gunnar ,, “I was lucky I wasn’t Lege et : ARTIN H 
tyhezyk Oswaldo Suarez, ktory w kilka dni pdéznic; Tjornebo (Sweden), 34th; Pirie (G.B.), |DY the crowd of runners who ¢ : {' AT YMAN, of Ports- 
38th. |by me. mouth, revelled in the fine 


OSVALDO SUAREZ of 
Argentina got married, 
joined 1,150 competi- 
tors from 39 nations in 
trek to Sao Paulo, Bra- 
zil, plodded through 
city’s annual cross- 
town marathon to win 
his third consecutive 
title, collapsed into 
bride’s arms, then 
took off on honeymoon. 


Gordon Pirie finished 5th in a slow 5000 
metres track race at Sao Paulo on January 
8rd. Winner in 14:38 was de Oliveira (Por- 
tugal). At the same meet, Gunnar Tjornebo 
(Sweden) ran an 8:56.2 steeplechase and 
Hans Grodotzki (E. Germany) won a 
31:31.8 10,000m. 


Britain’s only success in 35 pre- 


vious Sao Silvestre races came in 
1957 when the then ever busy Ken 
Norris won in 22:18.2. The record, 


or best performance. for the course is 
20:30.4 by Emil Zatopek in 1953. In 
the past 12 races Franjo Mihalic of 
Yugoslavia and Manuel Faria of 
Portugal have both. won twice and 
now Suarez gained his third trophy 
even though Hans Grodotzki, double 
Olympic silver medallist at Rome in 
the 5,000 and 10,000 metres was 
favourite. 

Suarez’s best times for these dis- 
tances are only 14:5.0 and 29:26.0 
compared with Grodotzki’s 13:44.6 
and 28:37.0 but the Argentinian 
knows this difficult race so well. New 
Zealand’s Murray Halberg was expec- 


; Osvaldo Suarez, the rgentine’s 

‘Olympic marathon runner, won thee 
{four-and-a-half mile race for the§ 
third year in a row. His time <j 
|22min. 2.1sec. ; 
| Hans Grodotzki of Germany was 
in 22min. 21.9sec.,~ andg 


jsecond 
(Belgium) 


Eugene Allonsius 
jin 22min. 27.9sec. 

Ken Norris, who won on_ New 
Year’s Day 1956, is the only Briton) 


ito triumph in the race, which is 
Itimed to start as the Old Year 
ifades, and to end in the first@ 
(minutes of the New Year. , 


conditions at Ewell and was too 
fast for the rest of the star- 
studded field to win © the 
Southern- nine-mile | cross- 
country title in the exceptionally 
fast time of 44min. 19sec. 


Unexpected though his. victory 

was, Hyman displayed all the quali- 
ties of .a champion showing great 
judgment at all times of the race 
and timing his finish perfectly, 
_ Gordon Pirie was the first to show 
in front of the field of 450 runners and 
after the first half mile led by-10 
yards, He was soon joined by M.-E. 
Wiggs, who shared the Jead at the 
mile point, J. Hogan, the Eire-born 
Polytechnic Harrier, running without 
shoes, W. S. Heiberg of -Woodford 
Green, Alan Perkins of Ilford; and 
Hyman on their heels. 


. Hogan went ahead at the comple- 
tion of the first three-mile lap and 
the American M. Edelen, competing 
for Chelmsford, closed up to the lead- 
ing bunch. Half-way through the race 
Hogan, Hyman, Pirie and Heiberg 
were still disputing the lead but 
shortly afterwards Pirie weakened. 
With two Japs completed he had 
dropped back to ninth position. 


Second-place Tussle 


Hogan hung on to first place for 
another couple of miles but then 
Hyman made his burst for home and, 
outpacing the opposition, won by 100 
yatds, Hogan and Perkins fought out 
a’ great battle far cecand nlara Hassan 


f) ) } 


(Lp Srotsaih DOUAH anf Hie, | 


_ — oe, eee 


Stage 12. Mays and Johnston fought out 
a great battle here but some way before the 
finish Mays went ahead in determined style 
and put up fastest time in bringing Derby 
home with 32 sec. to spare. A great finish 
to a great race. Godiva and S.L.H. (Pirie) 
retained their places and Belgrave (Davies) 
did well to move up two places to fifth. 
Bristol dropped to 7th but this was a grand 
performance after trying for years to get 
in this race. They, Godiva and Blackpool 
were the “‘teams of the day.” Except on 
stage 2 Godiva were never out of the first 
three and they gave Derby and Portsmouth 
a great run for their money. The close race 
for 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th places can be seen 
from the results. Fastest times: J. T. Mays 
(Derby) 17.24, D. A. G. Pirie (SLH) 17.38, 
J. Davies (Belgrave) 17.42. 


1. Derby & Cty. A.C. 4h. 29m. 15s. 
2. Portsmouth A.C. 4h. 29m. 47s. 
3. Coventry Godiva 4h. 32m. 08s. 
4, S. London H. 4:34.28; 5, Belgrave H. 
4:35.02; 6, Blackpool & F. 4:35.06; 7, Bris- 
tol A.C. 4:35.11; 8, Thames Valley H 
4:35.35; 9, Blackheath H. 4:38.34; 10, Shef- 
field U.H. 4:38.42; 11, Poly H. 4:39.04; 12, 
Meer U.H. 4:39.36; 18, Mitcham A.C. 
: :40.16; 14, Walton A.C. 4:41.24; 15, Tipton 
; $s. G. Lillicrap (Portsmouth) H. 4:41.41; 16, Birchfield H. 4:43.42; 17, 
A.C. up to the heels of the leader, 


y. A.C.). J. T. Mays, M.15, brought 


‘ ‘ } , 
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() Noes 4 Walaa Heatley charged around the three-mile ' Ul 4 d 
i771) We { laps on Saturday as joyfully as if he were —\ ~ TEE? a Sa 
5s } 6 0, , 1? Le vis eo 1 | already in a hot bath and not one of mud. 
>= 4th OTSAS ~ K- R uLvot4 | When he gets the bit between his teeth, \ f 


this fairhaired, well muscled athlete thumps ; : et tok ep 
‘ ee tn over the ground with gusto. On Saturday. { ¥ ; t f 
Lo ha (2... | he was in unbeatable mood and on the >) A 6 ry 
_ fera ~>-t  Jast circuit he seemed to be in that fine _ > he iM A , 
frenzy which can enwrap the. great dis- 
tance runners. Little Tulloh attacked [v ? 
bravely towards the end of the first iap, |(. ~ < 
| but when they came to one of the frequent 
‘ stretches of mud Heatley proved much 


stronger and drove well away. 


ONLY SEVEN "POINTS 


At the end of the second lap Heatley was 
nearly 100 yards up on Tulloh and 47 
seconds behind came North, followed by 
Fowler, Hyman, Matley, Turner, Seal and 
Heiberg. The only subsequent changes 
| before the steep finish were that Turner 
just passed Matley and Heiberg overtook 
Seal. 

More fascinating than anything else was 
the keen battle for team honours between 
the holders, Derby and County, and Ports- 
i mouth. In the end Derby got home by 
} only seven points, which is the closest finish 5 
i" since the championship was resumed in a . SEES 12a SCS 
| 1945. Portsmouth had three men in the E ; 
| first 12, D. Cooke surpassing himself, and 

deserve thorough congratulations, but it 
| was Derby’s day and perhaps their future 
| too, for they also won the youths and were 

second. only seven points behind Tipton, in 

the junior race. j 
| For sheer sentiment we should note the | 


| 
| fate of other former internationals: H. 
| Minshall (19th), D. A. G. Pirie (20th), 


nd H. V. Foord (39th). Cross-country 
running is a democratic sport. 
INDIVIDUAL—B, B. H 
48min: 24sec. 1; M..B.S, 1 
53sec., 2; Gerald» A. No 
| 49min. 9sec., 3; H. R: Fow 


1” cethnacten <u idan Stee 


ley (Coventry Godiya), 
oh (Portsmouth), 38m 
(Blackpool and Fylde 
(North Staffs and Stone), 


ee sat ote mariethl- 3. 2 


~ limping tenth in the 10,000, can now spread 
‘their words on their breakfast toast. 
% PIRIE IS NOT ONLY COMING BACK THIS 
SEASON. HE’S RETURNING WITH A SUPERSONIC 
. 3 MIN. 59.9 SEC. BANG. 
/>. He’s put aside those gold medal dreams of being 
‘another Zatopek, another Kuts. Pirie has changed his 
mind, and- changed 
his race. SP ee ' 
Sracreee Ry LAURIE PIGNON 
concentrate on the mile, — : ; 
the magic distance at : 
which we were once TAKE. In sheer effort He is far too dedicated 
{ : famed and feared. and miles it must be ube a rivers : 
Bhs gh most expensive error the n et’s remember 
Frees clea ial gyi aon sporting world has than his 3-59.9 in Sep- 
‘measure! known. tember was the FASTEST 
| By doing this Pirie But—bless him!—if spy British athlete ran 
admits he THREW ever English sport “Gye trouble with Pirie 
jAWAY. the'six best ath- needed personalities it’s is that when you quote 
| He admits he and his °W: and you can take him it’s almost impossi- 
‘German coach Woldemar it from me that Pirie’s pie noe ae agrees nee 
Gerschler MADE A MIS-  miling is no gimmick! poaster, 
I asked him what he 
thought his chances 
‘were. Here’s his answer: 
“JT can only tell you 
that I am running bet- 
ter this year than I was 
at the same time last 
season.” 
. He said it, not with 
pride, but as a fact. 
This will be his. last 
season here. Already he 
i has formed. himself into 
a limited company, with 
\ wife Shirley as his junior 
| partner. 
Their business: To 
si export and import 
ANYTHING. 


Pirie in print 
[F there were any lingering 
doubts: that Gordon Pirie 
would once again postpone his 
retirement from athletics, they 
have been dispelled by the news 
that after the present season he 


is to publish a book called 


“Running Wild.” The fact of 
earning money from writing 
automatically deprives him of 
his amateur status, 


In his 1] international seasons 
Pirie has proved himself, with 
five world records, the greatest 
runner Britain has produced 
since the war—and also the 
most controversial. 

At 100,000 words ‘his + book 
works out at roughly four words 
to every mile he has covered— 
a fair rate of exchange, one 
might think, for the odd telling 
aside he is probably preparing 
to deliver. 


Express Staff 
£ OY ELY Mary Bignal, 21-year-old Olympie 


athlete, was secretly married yesterday ¢ 
‘Holborn register office to 26-year-old Olympi 
‘sculler Sidney Rand. They met for the first 


Sak : time last month. © 
;. -It- was love at first-sig 
: for Mary and dar hand- 
_ Some Sidney when Gordo 
Pirie introduced them 
Good Friday. ra 
And yesterday Gordon 
nervous: best man, adjus 
his white carnation and a 
to his wife Shirley : | 


know, we are really. respon-= 
sible. for all this. he: poh 


It was a quiet weddin: 
wanted it™ that wate f 
Parise ‘explained : < 

a 


both had so many. ro 
the past we thought it oe 
' better not to have any fi 


HURRYING 


ing . Aviv, Israeé. 

Sindy barely had time ‘ti 
to her Knightsbridge hair Sal 
yesterday before the’ weddi 
From Knightsbridge she went 
with Shirley Pirie to a friend 
flat in Chelsea to change: 
In 20 minutes Mary was read: 
—elegant in a chic cream ‘sil 
dress and coat. Her ‘silver 
blonde hair, which had been’ set 
in a bouffanti style, had a large 
mauve rose pinned at the sid. 
Then, nervously “clutching” a 
white Bible, Mary asked diffi- 
| dently : “Do I. look all els 
Shirley Pirie, who was 
a striking red two-pi 


i 


th friend shirley Pirie. 


BS AiLigndi tine Sn 


dreamily: “You 
marvellous,” 
WHISTLING ~ 


theader her. tect 
‘Right. This is it. We're’ off, 
As. she. was driven. to’ 
‘register office Mary, hangin 
to. Shirley’s . hand, “whistled 
“I’m Getting Married ‘int 
Morning.” 
At 11.35 a.m. the bride arrived 
in the marriage room overlook- 
ing the tulips in Russell Square 
Later, at a nearby. hotel, 
Mary’s father, 60-year-old Mr. 
Eric Bignal, a Somerset bake 
gaid: ‘We all hope that. they. 
will be happy, and that ‘Mary: 
will continue with her athleti¢s’” 
Sidney’s parents building: 
contractor Sidney Rand and his: 
wife Helena, said proudly: 
“We are delighted with? our 
daughter-in- law She is lovely.” 
“Remember,”” said Marysto 


® e 
: Sidney as they drove off on their 
e ri1es honeymoon: ‘I've got to: be 
back for Saturday. I'm hurdling 
ff at Chiswick.” 
{ 


ATHLETICS: 


By SYDNEY HULLS 


Eau aaa PIRIE is globe- 
trotting again. The lean 

' 30-year-old record-preaker and 
his wife Shirley leave London 
today. 

Gordon says: “We are driving 
‘down to Spain for a few days’ holi- 
day and then going on to Germany 
to see my coach, Waldemar 
(Gerschler.” 

There Pirie will limber up for the 
new season and perhaps race before 
returning to Britain for a short 
spell at the end of May. 

Then the Pirles will be off on 
their travels again to spend the 
summer in Scandinavia, probably at 

tockholm. 

But Pirie will be available to 
race for Britain when required, 

Says Gordon: “As ‘this is my 
final season I am anxious to accent 


ATHLETICS 
' NTERNATIONAL MEETING (at 
hol ™m).—3,000 metres : G Pirie (Britain) 8m/ 
13,45, 1; U Lundstedt™ (Sweden) 8m 13.6s, 3 j 
B Persson* (Sweden) 8m 15s, 3. 800 metres }, 
P Knuts Apes Im 50.5s,°1; J. Wenk| 
(Britain), 1m 51.25, 2. Sse vaRS | 


Stock-/ 


Pirie will join 
team in Warsaw ” 


> Gordon Pirie, now gormbining 
usiness with athletics ih Sweden, 
ibs travel to. Warsaw to join a 
|British team there for the inter- 
;hational.. meeting next week-end. 
He will return to Bpeiand with 
_the-team, 5 ie 


Mae runners hoping 

~- for a cosy pace in 
the’ South © of England 
championship at. Motspur 
Park tomorrow are going 
‘to be disappointed. 


Mike Wiggs Has arrived 
tite, America to bid for the 
e 


| 
| 
| 


V » represented 
Britain in’ the 1,500 Maire at 


Gaiversity of 
Sines Illinois. 

am on vacation here until 
September,” he told me yester- 


the’ form Iw 
States. as showing in ‘the 


St a 


Oey 
ORDON PIRIE sensa- ; mg aay a 
ternational meeting in OF A ARSA H Ri} cr 
arsaw last night’ after 
; } The winner was Kazi- 
berine Peper polde . mierz Zimny, of Poland, in 
Tunners. “i 
As he hesitated the rest 
about. 100 yards and then 
jram off the track. | 


ia ‘| Me 

USOC RIK SK | EM x | PL. Race 
‘tionally pulled out. of 

ing confused about the } crowd, directed apparently 

flare, fired by the organ- | 7m. 54.6s.—a Polish record. 

of the field carried on. ' 

h ‘There was a storm of | 

W) 


3,000 metres race at in © 
rt. at the officials. 
isers,.as a recall to the! oF 
‘Pirie followed them for 
histling trom’ <e. big | 


ORDON PIRIE pulled 
out of an inter- 
‘national 3,006 metres. race 
‘in Warsaw yesterday after 
, being confused by a_pistol 


; Shot. 

|. Pirie, world, record holder 
ffor the distance, had ~mis- 
itaken a flare fired by. the 
organisers as a recall to the 


| 


runners. 2 

{ ‘The British athlete hesitated 
briefly, but the rest of the field 
icarried on. Pirie then followed 


[them for about 100 © yards 
|before running \.ff the ‘track. 
There was..:a storm: of 


iwhistling from the big’ crowd, 
idirected. apparently at the 
lofficials, and not Pirie, who was 
(having his first major outing 
of .the season. 


i 


The race ? After a tremendous 


battle, five men covered the 
| distance in under eight 
minutes. ’ 
KAZIMIERZ ZIMNY, ot REN ; A : : : ; 3 
(Poland, owon. in. the »Polish : aver 3 : t Sc a ee Re ‘ : ; fea eredene thst 


‘record time of Tmin. 54.6sec_ 


“Iwas quite pleased with . 


“My best times lately have 


G had only one track: rac 
Season, returns from the 
tinent to defend “hig } 
three mile title at Motspur: Pa 
ae errand 
is alSo entered. br the mile’ 

—and will be out to do q 
ing .timés in both events fi 
AAA championships: 

Pine has 43 opponel 
three miles an 


Salvat. ‘Bruce Tullot Tulloh 
cord-holder—Er1 Shirley. 
Mike Wiggs, who walked ii 
the London team ‘which’ mé 
Rhineland Cities next W 
day despite lack of CORD aEe 
in the US. 


been lmin. 52sec. ‘for the half- 
mile,.-4min. Ssec. and 4min:— 
4.8sec. for the mile. I'd like» »to 
get inside four minutes: before ae ——— 
return.” 


“LT have already had a tint 
ing session with Mike and’shave 
been impressed. with his form,’’. > 
commented Pirie. “We are both 
hoping to produce fast times on ‘| 
Saturday.” 


By TERRY O’CONNOR - 
GORDON PIRIE is one of 
the many well-known . 
athletes who might: fail to 
qualify for the new- style 
A.A.A. championships at the 
White City on July 14-and 15. 
With 13 Olympic medallists 
and numerous world record- 
holders among the 65 invited 
; overseas competitors, tough 
j austityine standards have bern. 
' set. 


Complaints 


Pirie has run only one. 3,000- | 
metre race this season and with- 
drew from a similar event when : 
he thought the runners had’ been ' 

. recalled in Warsaw on ‘Sunday, 

He competes in either the mile 
or three miles at the Southern 
championships. at Motspur Park 
on Saturday and must run 4min, 
9sec. Or 15min, 46sec. to ensure 
he can enter for the AAA, 
championships. 

Pirie has been working» in 
Sweden and has not yet run a 
track race here this season, 


a sae ae 


Gordon Pirie poses a prob- 
em: He is entering the mite 
———-(at" which’ »distance- he was 
poueein »fastest last season), the 
-three miles’ (for which he has 
held. the British record) and 
the’ six miles—an event which 

e has won four times and is 

the reigning champion. : 
'- ‘The qualifying times set for 
| these events at the champion- 
Ships are: Mile, 4min. 9 sec.; 
+3 miles, 13min. 46sec.; and’ 6 
‘miles, 29min. 20sec. 

Pirie got inside the mile 
qualifying time last night 
(4min. 8.5sec.) yet he has not 
qualified in the three or six 
miles. 

. _The period in which athletes 
| should have reached these stan- 
{dards started on January 1 and 
| ended today. 

‘Pirie has had only three races 
| so far this season. He won a 
| 3000 metres race in Stockholm 
fin 8min. 13.4sec. which, although 
+10.6sec. slower than his world 
record, is the fastest run he has 
ever made at the start of a 
Season 


Prize for Pirie 


Then he did 8min. 47sec. for 
two miles, although never in the 
lead until the last 100 yards, 
“and on*a-poor village track he 
ran,5000 metres in 14min-= 36sec. 

It looks useful form, but it 
does not add up to qualifying 
for the» AAA _ championships. 
_Pirie’s only comment on_ the 
situation is the philosophic: 
“Vf they want to exclude me. 
it’s up to them.” 


t 


; Warsaw las' weekend, but 
/Sprinters. Marianne Dew and 
i Michael Hildrey both produced 
) their. best times.’ Only the first_! 
‘im. each event was awarded a | 
-prize, but one’ member of. the 
British, team came home with a | 
‘prize. Pirie—and he ‘got his | 
without running. j 
Pirie dropped out at the start | 
of the 5000 metres expecting a 
\Tecall and gained his award: as 
the _ unluckiest competitor at 
the meeting.” ~The box of choco- 
lates that went to:M Bignal- 
Rand was for her g looks. 


(GORDON PIRIE, 30, the world 3,000-metre record-holder, bounded 

‘back into winning form at the Southern Athletics Championships 
at Motspur Park, Surrey, yesterday by taking the 3-mile title, in 85 
Martin Hyman. Pirie, who was on a 
fleeting visit to Britain from Stockholm where he now lives, had his 
:p of the mile final. He stalked off the 


degrees of heat, from the favourite 


: spiked shoe ripped off in the first la 


track, went to the referee, and entered 
for the 3 miles, due 30 minutes later, 


> 


- Pirie let the ever-game policeman, | 
/Stan Eldon, do the donkey work in } 


the first. of the three miles, in the 
‘broiling heat. This was covered in 4 
min. 33 sec. Hyman, the world’s 
fastest six-miler of the year, took over 
the lead at the 2-mile mark in 9 min. 
11.8 sec., with Pirie second. 

Suddenly, after 10 of the 12 laps, 
‘Hyman faded and the Essex cross- 
country runner, Hill-Cottingham, took 
the lead at the bell. Pirie then 
‘accelerated fiercely. down the’ back 
straight opening up an impossible 
gap in a few strides. 

Though Pirie’s time of 13 min. 
43.6 sec. rates him only No. 8 on this 
,season’s British rankings, his run had 
‘all the authority of an old cam- 
paigner. retaining his title. 

To-day he returns to Stockholm 


a) \ 
Ss uf Ry (sw 


ualifying standards set by the AAA for entry into their 
hampionships at the White City are going to set 
~» officials and athletes some tricky problems. Some entries | 
will have to be tactfully accepted on reputation, others 
will have to be refused because of the limits on numbers. 


‘Forgotten’ 
Says Pirie 


ORDON PIRIE last night won 


his first race in Britain this 


Season—a Southern Counties mile : 


heat. 


Then he told me: “’m the for- ' 


gotten man of athletics.” 


“No-one has inyited me to com- ! 


Pete in the London-Rhineland 
Cities meeting next Wednesday so 
I’m going back to Sweden. 
“Anyway, this is my last season 
in athletics..." Then my wife Shir- 
Jey and I will be returning to-New 
Zealand for good.” 


‘spur Park last night and thene 


PIRIE WINNE 
OF MILE HEA 
IN 4min 8.5— 


SOUTHERN RECORDS 
FOR TWO FINALS: 


said: “ This is my last Season ; 
the top. I have entered for th 
mile, three and six miles jin th 
AAA Championships and Ww 
then finish my career in Sweden’ 


The fastest mile qualifiers we 
M. E. Wiggs and P. Milner 


4min 6sec with K. A. Smith nexe 


in 4min 6.5. Wiggs, a student 


if. 
Mets Pub 


| aT. 
There were no winners in the ke a 
{British party that went to Li L 9 


Southern Counties Amateur Athletic 


Ber 


Ss ms c 


ok 


Le 


Pierre 


perce rieeeire tats 


_ NOT WANTED: Pirie 
catches his plane 


ee ORDON PIRIE will not run in Londen’s match 
“against the Rhineland Cities at the White City on 
- Wednesday. The promoters do not believe he is worth 


an outlay of £58- 7s. / 
oa _ That is the cost of the return air fare. from London to 
ae y Stockholm where: globetrotter Pirie and nis wife Shirley 
are spending the summer. : 
A London Clubs. official said 
last night: ‘““We cannot afford, 
‘the - return _London-Stockholm 
fare so that Pirie can run in the 
three miles. “i 
“He is .not the name he was 
and. our budget.-does not permit . 
us_ to-spend this sort of money 
unless ‘we consider the: athlete * 
will attract more than enough 
fans to pay for the expenses 
incurred. G 


° ege 
Not. justified 

“ Until Pirie won the Southern 
three miles title at Motspur ‘Park 
on Saturday’ in 13min: 43.6sec.. 
he ‘has: produced no. times. to 
justify being asked. to. our 
poceting | ‘ 

‘““And don’t forget’ our three- 
mile field on Wednesday includes 
the Olympic’ 5,000. metres gold 
medallists MURRAY HALBERG of 
New Zealand, the bronze medal- 
list KAZIMERZ. ZIMNY © of 
Poland, and» BRUCE TULUOH, 
who. intends to have a go for the 
world record.” 

Pirie smiled cynically when he 
knew there were no invitations 
for him.to run in: Britain. He 


£20 to ra 
alberg 


ELSINKI, Tuesday.—Gordon AS Tee 3 

Pirie flew in today as a late, NAS TPA J Ne 
“surprise starter ‘in the 
“World Games, which begin 


{here tomorrow. +. 
‘Startled organisers blinked when 


3 ry 


From TERRY: 0’CONNO 


“the ong. Jean Pirie asked them Oa vr HELSINkr, ‘Tuesday, 

» coolly: “Can run ‘in the ry} Ard. % 
5,000 metres on Wednesday and UNINVITED cand 
the 10,000 metres on x announced Gordon Pi 
Thursday ?-” [.§-4. took. £20 out of his <o 


pocket to fly here from G 
for the chance ‘to. me 
Murray Halberg; the Olymp 
champion, and other 
men in the 5,000. metres 
tomorrow. ©. foie 
Only a week ago Pirie‘turne 
down’ a chance to run at 
White City because the® London® 
club organisers would ‘not pros 
vide him witha return fare fo) 
Stockholm. 


—‘Yes,"".they replied, *“ providing 

/ British officials agree.” 

Then they added warily: “But 
we can't afford to pay your 
travelling expenses.» We_ have 
already used all of our £30,000 
budget for the Games.” - 

“ O.K.,” ‘said Pirie casually. . And 
then to me, as an aside :*“ May- 
be they'll change their minds: if 
I turn out to be the winner |” 


’ Test piece 
The truth is, Pirie needs these 


races too badly to argue about \ = 
how much he 4s out of Socket. Firtarvin Now he is desperate for co 
He wants them as a test piece petition before the AAA. Cl 
because he is thinking seriousiy A pionships, in ten days’ time. 
of- attacking both. the. three ay A i : s 

miles and the six miles Amateur KROUNVATLH - Refused 


Athletic Association _champion- 
ships at London’s White City°on 
Friday and Saturday of next 
week. oe 
|'Tomorrow. there will. be the most 
) formidable challenge from the 
5,000. Rome gold - medallist 
Murray Halberg, of New Zealand, 
|) Australia’s ace long - distance 
} man Dave Power, America’s best 
six-miler Max Truex, and Basil 
Heatley, Britain’s hero, ‘fresh “in 
‘fi6m, his 10,000 metres succéss 
im Moscow. : . 


The Finnish organisers of 
two-day ‘* World Games”: 


from all over the world, but ha 
refused Pirie his fare. ; 


But they agreed he may 
“and have: provided him — wii 
accommodation at the luxurioui 
training centre just outside th 
city, r z 

“Though. this will. cast 
more than £20, I badly need 
race,”: Pirie told me today. 


yicto: 
day. a 
- Dayid «Jones faces. them 
formidable sprint field since th 
pe huss Games, including: 

Johnson, the West Indian, whoy 
has» four times equalled thé), 
world’s. 100 yards record § 
q. season. ©: thie; 2 


RECORD FOR 
FISHER © 


Nat Fisher (Eton Manor AC.}," 
24-year-old newspaper van driver 


pion Meaualied, Gee pies, un. ae U g f 4 Ine fe Gordon Pirie made a late switch 
: , + , He ‘ 1 fnin . res to e star~ 
official ; world and “British “best S40 i aoe z nik ALS |studded 1.500 metres—and_ finished 


time when winning the one and ninth in ‘the 10-man field in the 


jtime of’ 8min, 51.9sec. . But Pirie} 


2 nee mans es oe 26sec. ate L a) bad 
addington last night. . os Ora) 3 

- Fisher;made his effort at. the iy MTHbdA RIK k idea's iacageion Natt Saha 
beginning of the last lap. whic (2 a sisi PLAN CHANGE .. 
~he comple in 62 sec 5 4 : } U es y 

win by six yards from Stan Eldon, : a it : ;/]/ 8 The race plan was changed -after 
levies Bee Gulls Sa SOP HAVOC Iboduee Jum Alese sopemastion, Saee whe" ia ie” 


“TI have advised Gordon to forget 
‘about ‘six. mile’ ‘and 10,000 metres: 
iraces and to. concentrate on the 
three miles d 5,000 metres.’ 

This is bé@cause Britain has far 
more talent in the six miles{ 
division than the three. So Pirie: 
‘won't defend his six “mile cham- 
pionship. at the White City’ 
tomorrow. week, and will make up 
“his mind whether to attack the one 


Gordon Pirie did not win the 
5,000: metres—but the fight he 
put up for second-place had the 
crowd standing in the aisles. 
There was no doubt. from. the 
start whd was going to win— 
Olympic Gold: medallist Murray 
Halberg. 

And he obliged in the useful 
put not outstanding time of 


fy ATH. 
ke J Mos. 


13min. 57.4sec. 

It was in the last half-mile that 
the Finn, Reijo Hoykinpuro came 
up_to challenge Pirie. 4 
With 300 yards to go, Hoykin- 
puro put in the first of three 
bursts calculated to burn. Pirie 
off, but the Briton stayed’ with 


him, 
Last bend 


At the last bend Pirie’s head 
‘came up, he turned on some of 
the old. power and ‘accelerated 
away to come second in-i4min. 
02sec. ‘ 
Basil Heatley of Bedworth, near 
Coventry, the 10,000-metres hero 
of Moscow, was a worthy fifth in 
14min, 8.8sec. 

Halberg? He just stayed 50 
yards ahead of the field. from two 
miles onwards and even had time 
/on the: last’ lap~to mistake the 
finishing post, stop and wave to 


[* Sudar. 


imile. or three miles. - h 


Jim Beatty,..America’s four- 
minute miler, out-kicked some of 
Europe’s finest middle distance 
runners to win the 1,500 metres 
with the excellent time of smin.. 
42.48ec. : : 

Olympic | - bronze medallist 
Istvan Roszavolgi, of Hungary, 
tried to escape from the field 600 
metres from the tape; but his 
strength failed him and he was 
easily overtaken by Beatty over 
the final bend. 

There was a murmur of antici- 
pation among the crowd when it 
was. announced that Gordon 
Pirie would run. 

Unfortunately. his entry proved 
a failure as he was tailed off to 
the rear after Roszavolgi’s sprint 

Britain's other representative 
Derek Haith, improved on «his 
Moscow performance. when he 
ae finished ‘fourth in Smin, 44.7sec, 


1 
i 
: 


| 


FOR 


iN EARLY. fifty. overseas| “Pirie who retires. this 


stars, - including. 


world record-holders 


competing “in the.A AA) Britain’s team to meet 
“championships which 
at the White City, London, | City. next “week, 


today. 


But the warmest welcome | ances suggest that he has 


from the crowd will'b 


a “British runner. .almost | either the mile or-the three 


certainly making his 
well appearance on 
track—Gordon Pirie. 


Globe-trotting Gordon—|Cided not to defend his six 
he now lives in Sweden—| miles title as the British 


has been the idol of 
White City crowd 
nearly ten years. 

+ Only a fortnight 
there were cries of 


‘want Pirie’ when he 


conspicuously absent 
the three miles race 


} of their spoils of. victory. 


He, too, seemed especially elated at this victory. 


‘A.AVA>show. He returns to New Zealand at the end of the season. 


‘ could. some of the’ others. . 


URUWUD WILL 
BE ROARING 


“By GEORGE HARLEY by New Zealander on 


Pv pre rerereemne omeestre arenes 


GORDON 


Magee 


five |Sear will be. fighting thiss 
are} week-end for a place. ¥ 


Start | United States at the Whi, 


But “current perform. 
e for} little hope of success in 


fare-| miles, the two events he 
the | has entered. 


It is ironical that he de- 


the | selectors haye asked our 
for|two top men at the dis- 

tance, «Martin Hyman and 
ago Basil Heatley, to miss this 


eee. Serre os 


soll 
wee up 15,000 bored White City 
from fans. 


won |eeoaeeeee : = 
HE old White City Our lat ete ets 
warhorse.cwho™ will.) earns: tte ee 


‘not. allow the _ sports Gagarin. ab 
world to put him out to Then twelve laps of the 
‘Grass, rescued the dismal 9d, cocksure, thin-lipped, 
AAA championships ¢Ver-So-fit-looking Pirie, 
from: heing a wet and reduced the rest . of the 
‘outsize flop, writes SAM field te mud-splashed also- 
‘LEITCH, rans, - 

, Leather-faced Gordon He won in 13m. 31.2s., 
Pirie waited till the three but. when a bloke like 
‘miles—the last race of Gordon is around, who 
.what he says will be his cares about statistics ? 
fast national champion- This Is a man who Just 
.Ships—and then-he woke won’t lie down. 


By STAN TOMLIN 


OU can love him. You can find him exasperating. 


With a huff and a p 
blows them all down 


Is that Gordon Pirie wave a cacy! 


q 


ser eS 


gesture. or o victory alute cd 


But you can 


"never. write 


off Douglas Alistair Gordon Pirie. Be proved that for ever more at the White 
‘City yesterday when he bowed himself out of the A.A.A. championships with a 


‘memorable victory in the three miles. 


The crowd, of course, always love him—it’s the critics that have so often be- 
ome irritated by him—and as he galloped home 55 yards ahead of his nearest 
{rival.they rose to ‘acclaim=him. 


No other British athlete has aroused such emotions as 
Pirie. He has always been the lone wolf of the track but his 
aspirations, mysterious’ to the experts, have been instinc- 
tively understood by the fans on the terraces. 

To them he has been the lovable rebel—the Robin Hood of the 
cinders. And yesterday, once again, their hero robbed the “rich” 


He strode to win with a flourish, waving his arm to HIS public. , 


Waved to his ‘public 


He turned and waited for those he had conquered. And then 
he shook the hand of each in turn. It was his farewell to the 


He regretted not having set a record. “I would have been 
inside the record time had the track not been so heavy,” he Said: 


He’ finished in 13 min. 31.2 sec—a great performance in’ the « 


appalling conditions. ; 
Blackpool’s Brian'Craig had set a hot pace, covering the first 
mile in 4 min: 16.8 sec., hut alas, he couldn’t last and neither 


Martin Hyman dropped out because of hay fever. Then Bruce 


“Tulloh went. He, running in bare feet, was slipping and sliding 


all over the place on & track which was nearly a quagmire. 7 


But Gordon was there all the time. He-eaught Craig and then 


i 


puff fh 


ry.in the three- 
City. 


conpow PIRIE 


purst. because Ts felt Hie con- 


SO” dangerous I 
might have fallen’ 


or pulled’ a muse 


am Pirie won a 65-5 Wiens nan 


@ The race is over. Mud- 


‘ Steves GORDON 

THE F mm PIRIE is all smiles after. 
romping home in the 

three miles at the White City—but he still sportingly 


AND LAST 
last man in — FRANK g » 


SALVAT. 


‘ths FBRE 


‘a 


S10 (kame. 196. 


p pips Tulloh, 
Atrder 1% whips American : 


< By DESMOND HACKETT 


i 


amazing three-mile 
Gordon Pirie failed 
k the world: two-mile: 


T]'HIRTY-YEAR-OLD GORDON  PIRIE was once again the blue-e 
»-™ boy of a jubilant White City last night when he won the three mile: 
in a new British record time of 13min. 16.4sec. in the Great Britain y. 3 
America match in London. fa 
4 Ae And it was-all done in typical Pirie fashion, as though in his farewell season 
Mike British athletics he purposely designed the course of this race to cheer up a 12.06 
esis crowd watching the Americans get. on with the business of giving» Brita 
aie an athletic hammering. sie 
The crowd loved every stride by: th 


— : is : Bb i : % ; long-legged, incredible man Pirie, who we 
PIRIE PROV ES HE S ? swinging so smoothly through ‘the’ mists’ 
i $49 rain that his promise to bow out with ney 


3 world records for the three and six: mil 


NEAR E ! this season looks as though it. wWwill 
: : } : handsomely fulfilled. 


Pirie was ably aided and abetted by Bruce! 


ry 


and steadily increased 
Sone ani a quarter he was 
) was even farther in front 


” 


By TERRY O'CONNOR - ; Tulloh, still shuffling along shoeless and solen ’ Y : ; » He eta 
GORDON PIRIE proved in training this week that he can mno. Wes peeand by bly) 8 pace toe ae fo ‘ae 


capture the world three-mile record on Friday at th 
White City, when he runs against the U.S. , f . esi pyc a 
In a 13-mile training spell Pirie clocked 6min. 27.5sec.—only Truex on the trail i “9 


1.5sec.- outside the British best performance. i 
ran’a training mile in 4min. Goesb. sere a ue 


“It is my aim to break the world two--and three-mile records 


before | retire this season,” says Pirie. “If conditions are right As the laps were paced away, Pirie ap E ; 
en have a go at the three-mile time inthe match against fhe ‘Tulloh took two-lap shifts at leading. All th : o 
Whe 5 time there was the sturdy litle American, 25- ‘ 3 : 
‘Murray Halberg missed beating the three-mile record held by year-old .Max Truex, trailing the two Britons?* 


Albert: Thomas (Australia) in 13min. 10 8sec. by. four-fifth just ~ 
4 + 10. ; = Ss of a Truex just kept his place at No. 3, a yard: 
Second.in Dublin on Tuesday, : behind, rather like an inquisitive little chap. 
z wondering where ‘the others were. going, ; 

Truex, tired of being perpetual: third man, 
went intoa lead of around six’ yards as~ the: 
tight. little pack of three moved towards the 
last lap. ‘ ‘ 

Pirie, almost affronted by this American 
intervention, glanced back at Tulloh and nodde 
a kind of “Leave this to me’ signal. iets 

Tulloh, with that  hunch-shouldered, 
shuffling style, scampered behind while -Piri 
imperiously strolled past Truex. ; 
As_ Pirie. took. the lead, pale-faced, tiny | 

~~\.Tulloh, who looks as though he 
would ~ be © exhausted’ even» 
. Tunning for a bus, ‘scuttled out 
to the front and that was the 
/ end of Truex. j 
It became a personal duel. ‘on 
the run between the British pair. 
And in the end. of course. it was 
Pirie, first. } 
The’ British pair ‘gravely walted 
to welcome in Truex, whose time ! 
/ of 13min. 2lsec. was a new 
American record. + 
With, commendabte - patience, 
all three waited for the fourth 
“Starter, tall Robert Schul, whose | 
time was 13min. 59.6sec. Schul 4 
was obviously delighted by. the 
+ wonderful reception which White 
City always gives the gallant last 
man “home. 


aaa ; eae | 
Rowe record + 


Then off went Pirle and Tulloh 

on .a~ victory lope. It was a 
Gagarin reception in miniature 
{ie se so enthusiastic that few 


Istvan to | 
‘make him : 
puff... 


By GEORGE HARLEY 


STVAN Rozsavolgyi, t il 
thirg in the Olympic i 
1,500 metres in Rome 
last year, will switch to 
a new distance when 
Hungary meet Britain 
; at the White City, Lon- 
don, on August 5 and 7. 
He will go for the 
5,000 metres—and that 
means lining up against 
Gordon Pirie ang. Bruce 


ing 


top the .seyen-foot mark and 
winning the high jump with an | 
almost; yawning rise of 6ft. 10in., | 
four inches less than his best ; 
height this» season. 

Pirie said afterwards ; “I shall 
attack the two-mile record in 


Oslo. on Monday at an inter- Tulloh 
He — wisecracked : “ Tonight's = P 
time “is-my second best. My best intriguing 


@ GALLOPING 

Gordon Pirie 
sweeps to victory 
SAC in the three miles 


was 13min. 8sec, when I set the - 
world 5,000-metre record in 1956 
when I was a young man. 5 

“ Unfortunately, they did not 
take an official three-mile time in 
this race, ‘that is why the world 


The clash between 
Rozsavolgyi and Pirie is 
one of the mog¢ intrigu- 


national meeting,” 
} ing of the year, as they 


— and smashes ferecord is “still listed. at. 18min. tax 
;-10.8sec. by th lidn, Albert ave been contemporary 
the record held b | phonies. » SSCS) es hee | : stars en the pectics 
is“ On? this’ form Bru Tulloh ne ; scene for ten years bu 
ie) Tullo | and woud nate ay aruce, ‘Tulloh maitsordr Se for punishment, this Nace Gantly mek 
o. 2). Olympic final last year, but we is his 20th: lap of h » : 3 ; 
C didn’t b 5 SMS _4UIN lap of honour The ‘Hungarian was 
So SA en en P tepseeeee ee ate Rome 7 ‘however. beaten. by 


| *TNSxXoniw orRAsnn Tween! wine 


—nnciechernyeteidiesaninntneatentihinslisnstaneiciininiahicnatiiiteseasingishis 


cernenpeneen uname a 


wise 


City flop against the Hungarians ‘was no true indication of his real form. He 
races over 3,000 metres at Skovde tonight as a warm-up for a world three-mile 
Thursday, writes Roy Moor. a, 


Before he went, Pirie said: “TI was only seconds off the world record in a trial run. 
in Norway last. week. My defeat in the 5,000 metres on Saturday was due entirely to my 
having to-do most of the leading in such a difficult wind. The others had the benefit of 


hea age 


“Tulioh and I realised condi- 
tions were not suitable for world 
‘record-breaking but thought we 
could still beat Rozsavolglyi and 
Tharos if we made the pace fast 
from the start.” Pain 


“ Unfortunately, the brunt ‘of 
the pace-setting rested with me. 
so when the break came at. the 
ae I just hadn’t any kick 
eft.” : 


| A sprint break 300 yards from 
the finish *by Rozsavolgy!, who 
had been cruising last. ail :the 
way, settled 1t for the Hun- 
garians. : 


Bruce . Tulloh, who. chased 
Rozsavolgyi. but never looked 


No risk 


Hungary's surprise win in this 
event pulled. Britain’s lead back 
toa single point for the end of 
the first day—s9 points to 58. 


~ Pirie slumps 
Gordon Pirie, whose form is about 


as consistent as a switchback, treated 
his supporters to the usual cycle of 


slump with a vengeance. Thirty years 
of age, he was the junior of the trio 
of reigning world record holders who 
lined up) for the 5,000-metre event. 
The other two -were Captain Istvan 
Rozsavolgyi .(31) the —2,000-metre 
_world record holder, “and Sandor 
‘Tharos (31), the world six-mile record 
holder, 

Pirie needed laps of 66.5 sec, apiece 
in order to make his sole property 
the United Kingdom all-comers best 
performance of 13 min. 51.6 sec. 


(1954)... He and. Bruce Tulloh, who 
is aged 25, took turn about in making 
the pace, with Rozsavolgyi always at 


i 


- : es : : : the back. 
So fast his feet don’t even touch the ground! Istvan-Rozsa: ate pet es ne eed little 
\volgyi sprints round the final bend at-the White City to beat except that Tulloh looked the most 
d Gordon Pirie and Bruce. Tulloh in the 5,000 ‘metres.’ naguished and Rozsavolzyi, who had 


had the smoothest ride, the smuggest. 
Just 300 yards from the tape Roz- 
savolgyi suddenly crouched and, like 
an angry ostrich opened up a 15-yard 
gap. 
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Gordon Pirie | 
wins in Sweden 


; SKOEVDE, Sweden. i 


boom and slump. This time it was: 


which he shares with C. J. Chataway , 


Fy 
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Santry’ Tast night — 


covered from. the ‘exertions of ‘his. three mile. win at Santry/“: - 
olds’ the tape for “Mick Doyle (Crusaders) whom he lapped. during: the race. 


Strolling 
- Pirie 
ORDON PIRIE, | yee 4 wan ted 
ee ce | h 
: ie 


’ ubli , last 
nile i ALLAN CAVE 
WwW first mile in 4min. 26 From ALLAN | 


: hae nce to Soy hopes ne might ; DUBLIN, Thursday. 
ve had of breaking Murray 1 

»Halberg’s recent world record of ORDON  PIRIE was oe 

P3min.- 10sec smiles after winning the 
Pirle told me afterwards: * ‘three miles’ rate in 13min. 

Tun this way because I have been 31.8sec, here tonight. 

poet es whem capa in “That's good enough for a one- 


SURES: man effort,” he said. “If the 


eae nh : : Great Britain selectors want me 
. Pb 4 
1? (Rue Erety ran 


back in their team it’s perfectly 
OK by me. - 
Meine £Re, 
J: hirer, Ststi ied, lk 
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they want to bring in young ’uns 
I’m still content.” ‘ 

This was Pirie’s reaction to 
being dropped from the inter- 
national scene, 

Pirie’s’ running was magnifi- 
cent. The crowd were with him 
all the time, but the hoped-for 
world figures (18min, 10sec.) were 
out of the question. 

It was a creditable race by 
Pirie. In fact, it was hardly a 
cree nares race at all—yet Pirie, by sheer 
guts, with no-one really. to push 
him did all he knew to make it 
thrilline 


Pers ar ed 


GET. 


Ro 


Mien Revraea 
AN Zs 
RPC. 


: ae A 
Tour OF JoufuePn 


3 Auta, (TY (Gy 


HINSSi¢ team 3,000 neo 


~ 164 REZ, ae BB cx 
if. 


ee Ds Docac aie, Hired OA, 


; va Suledert ny 
g BYy lena Pires I) *ourt 


#3 Gexsoun hi ieee y ito Meee 


Mjosusy 


Dan Waeey. 
SSe\eH 


a 7 
rRaK«E 


| F ee 154 jG 
Sener August 


PLP PDD 3 


La « petite tournée » 
Francais en Suéde se pila 
suit. Aprés Stockholm (11-12 
aoat), Mjoelby (14 aot) et 
Lund (15 aont), Bernard, Bo= 
sey et Jazy seront ce solr a 
Hassieholm et demain a 
Trelleborg. 


PIRIE NEARS OWN RECORD 


August 18th, Trelleborg (Sweden): Details 
of the great 3,000m race reported last month. 
~~ ‘Track and weather conditions were excellent 
as no fewer than five world record holders 
lined up for the start (Gordon Pirie, Michel 
Bernard, Robert Bogey, Michél Jazy and 
‘Roger Moens). The 800m recordman set a 

fast pace: 62.5 at 400m, 2:05.8 at 800m. 

Jazy took over at 900m and maintained the 

‘lively tempo to’ pass 1200m in 3:09.0 and 
~~ 600m in 4:12.0. The pace slowed with 

Bernard in front— 2,000m in 5:16.6, 2,400m 

in 6:21.5. With 300m to go, Pirie sailed 
majestically ahead of the sagging Bernard 
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AIR and was never in danger of being caught by 
q lark > ¢, | : ~~ Bogey. The times: 7:54.8 (2 sec. outside 
Pies kl chi 64 Pirie’s own world record), 7:56.1 (French rec) 
; i . (swares ore ‘ - - and 7:57.6. Moens and Jazy did not finish. 
Le > Ce. pees Ae aa _ M rie AWAH Fe SRR Pe BS 
a Lass Stns kb Oa L test DAR HAL Sityei LE 2.000 METRES 
ran) sg 3S , y — SisAaHy 
- J OSGi end) (62H $A, %, RR Rh Y TOUR PAR TOUR 
| BR Bohs 2), * Me 
1600 mi-z #42" veg"). : Jazy, 
2.000 m. : 5°16" 6 (64 6) Bernard. 
2.400 m ; 6°21°6 (65°) : Bernard. 
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‘Best, ‘ 1,500” 
by Pine | 


Lunn, Sweden,. Tuesday. 7 2 
(ZORDON PIRIE equalled -his}! 
personal best time for the} 
1,500 metres.of -3min! 43.4sec.4 
when he finished second to Dan” 
Waern, of Sweden, here tonight.” 
Waern’s*time was 3min. 42.3sec. 
An hour Jater; in. heavy rain,. 
Pirie won» the ~5,000 , metres “in. 
14min, ;.7,2sec,, + ce 
Among. the runners Pirie beat; _ 
in the 1,500 metres were: Jazy = 
and Bogy* of France and “Mike | 
Wiggs of Britain —Agencies, A 


vee OS 


BRUCE Tug 
: barefoot won 
yet Pee after the match with Hungary, night ran to a new 
-will now run for Britain in West Germany and Poland next month: But he and U.K. three-mijg 
in only because John Merriman and Mike Bullivant are not available for Dort- on 3 BreSS eee 
d (September 1-3) and Warsaw (September 6-7). ee ampton he ‘knock 


: bie Snes ; off. Gordon Pirie’s ; 
j U.K. record with 
Peas ' I G 3 ~~ 13min. 12sec. 

F This is only 
th 


Gordon Pirie, the ex-bank clerk fromeus@aian. , Albert 
* This is an insult to Pirie, 
who, since the war, has: done 


Coulsdon who was written off as a Pirie’s time was 
British international after his flo putea One. Seetnagy) 
yMmore for the sport than any ' 
; Other athlete or official. 


PJuly 21. 
5 ci eee <4¢- Lhe previous all 
showing against Hungary at White smin. 15sec, Wee 
ue j = : ealander Murra : 
City dur ing the August Bask Holiday fen Game, aL Hal 
meeting, will run again for Britain, 1958. 
after all. He was named to-day for’ 


j 


the party to tour Germany and Poland’ 
next month. 


‘Yesterday Mr. Jack Crump, 
ecretary of the board; refused to 
comment on Pirie’s selection, 


He would only say that Merri- 
man was unable to compete. be- 
) Cause he is getting married and lap_in 58.4sec. ‘wa 
 Bullivant is unavailable. Tulloh lost his U.Kig 


Pirie was not included in the ma tional. records 
skeleton team because some pg RE os behin, 
Members of the board felt they Merrie E te City race 
should pick new runners who The European record 
would be available next year, held since 1955 by Sai 
after he retires. eR ey ory with 

Now Pirie is named with Brian In, Sweden : Gordon 
Craig, Basil Heatley, Brian Hill- to @ '5,000-metre wi 

| Cottingham. Martin Hyman and 4.8sec, last night—his 
Bruce Tulioh for the 5,000 and of the year. Then hi 
| 20,000 metres. 


; of Tulloh’s record vict 
}. Im view of his 1500 metres time : Great—send him 
‘of Smin 43.4sec. in Sweden this 


gratulations,” said Pir 
pweek he might now be called on thing, after I set the 
(for this event, 


July Bruce told me 
BP stand for a long time. 


fellow internati 
Hyman, With the 
sight Tulloh comple 


British aces 
| may face | J Se ee 
| pay probe—| : 4. : : 4 ~ G. 


GTAR British and Commonwealth athletes 
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_ may be involved in investigations which A244 Rint Ah 10 SAS 
ithe [International Amateur Athletic Federa- - 9 rn ho 
ition are making into Swedish payments to rR ~) Nir hd (0 SAS 
‘runners. ; fy 
The federation, I understand, have called for the 4 79 SEE 
dossier of Sweden’s own inquiry, which followed a 
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- PIRIE’S ZIPPY | 
OSLO VICTORY | 


.. Gordon Pirie won an} 
_ international 1,500 metres | 
-race in Oslo last night in} 
\3min. 42.5sec., the fastest | 
| time by a British runner | 
'this. year. Second was. 
France’s Michel Bernard, | 
3-42.7 and third Thor Hel- | 
land (Norway) 3-45.5. i 
Previous British best was 
a 3-42.8 by Ken Wood. j 


magazine “ confession ” by their four-minute miler Dan 
Waern. : ra oe 

Waern wrote: “I admit I WAERN BEATS PIRIE 
lam not an amateur. I can- a : : 

> Gord Pirie s beat t 

mot afford to be.” But the seeaind ly by “Dan Westu. cat 
Swedish investigators de- Sweden, in a 1,500 metres race .at 
(cided that. he was an  Oxelsund, Swe Waern’s 
‘amateur, after all, time eA 3mi 2.9secs 
i The Swedish evidence almost Detter than Pirie’s. 
jcertainly contains references 
ito’ payments made to British 
and Commonwealth runners. | 


Another newspaper alleges that at Oxle- 
sund on August 27th, 1961 (where he ran a 
3:47.7 1500m ahead of Gordon Pirie) Waern 
asked for 1 crown (ls. 5d.) per spectator, 
with a minimum guarantee of 750 crowns 
(about £50). Three thousand fans watched 
the meet, and Waern was duly paid 3,000 
crowns (about £200)—over £50 per minute’s 
running. The organisers stated they had 
“only accorded Waern that which is norm- 


cy 


vally authorised by the Swedish Association’s 


PROBE 
PIRIE 
CASH - 


; + 
YDNEY HULLS | 
Gordon Pirie won a. 5,000 Eom S wei Boe GORDON. PIRIE won a 


weather in a time of 14min, Cash payments made to two miles race at Boraas 
i i : ER ( (Sweden) last night-~First 
heh oetpiaoat ee British world record- | past the 3,000 metres mark 


breaker Gordon Pirie are | in 8m. 5.2s. he completed 
; 1 42 4s, 

being examined down to | ‘ Wo miles in 8m 424s 
the Jast crown by the | RS 5 
Swedish Amateur Athletic 
Association. 

Bertil Larsson, £2,000-a-year 
boss. of Swedish athletics, 
told me. today :— 

“The British Amateur Athletics 

Board asked us to investigate a 

report that Gordon ~ Pirie 

received £100 for racing in the 

Swedish town of Oxelosund on 

August 30. 

That means we have to examine 


the “accounts* of all) meetings 
where Pirie has run. 


WORKING HARD 


You understand that when big 
sums like }return London to 
Stockholm air fares are con- 
cerned they. are | sometimes 
spread Over several meetings. 

. “We are working hard—but I do 
not think we shall be able to 
give the British ‘Board an 
answer for another week.” 

By that time “Puff Puff” Pirie’s 
20-year career will be over. So, 
even if he were found to have 
broken the amateur rule, sus- 
pension should not worry him 
unduly. 

One thing is certain. The Swedes 
are not aiming to blow the lid 
off shamateurism in revenge for 
the suspension of their. No. 1 
star, four-minute miler Dan 
Waern, 

General secretary Larsson. says: 
“There is no question of our 

president, Nils Carlius, going to 

England to. give the Inter- 

national Amateur Athletic 

Federation’ alist’ of mames of 

track Stars who have raced for 

Pay.” 


SIGH OF RELIEF 


Ace .athletes—pbreathe a sigh of 

L. relief. 

Says Larsson: “We want people 
to know that stars get money— 
but we are. not naming the ° 
stars. 

“With Waern we had no choice. 
Waern told his story in a news- 
Daper and the authorities are 
now.- investigating whether he 

; has evaded income tax by not 
declaring money received in 
excess of his legitimate 
expenses. 

“Our aim is to get ‘broken 
time’ payments passed at the 
Next Congress of the I.A.A.F., the 
world: controlling body. at 
Belgrade in September 1962.” 


“Goorpon PIRIE and other prominent international athletes could bé involved in 
} an investigation being launched by the International Amateur Athletics 
Federation into alleged illegal payments to competitors at meetings in Sweden. 


The I.A.A.F. offices in London -have been informed of a report in a Swedish news- 
paper, Sodermanslands Nyheter,»which claims Pirie received 1,500 Swedish Kroner (£100) 
3 St = = for running in Oxelosund 

last night. 
Dan Waern, the Swedish 
champion who won the race, 


“ 


SdOnma MYTH. 
4 


suse catcen say | 


Mr. Don Pain, secretary of the 
LA-A\F.,: said yesterday that if 
the report is true Pirie would be 
disqualified from international 
competition. & 


\ 


remarks like this in Swedish 
papers. Herb Elliott and Derek 
; Ibbotson have also been men- 
tioned.” 


Pirie was beaten by the East 

German champion Siegfried 

| Valentin (Smin. 46.8sec.) in a 1,500 

}metres at Eskilstuna, Sweden, 

t last night. Pirie’s time was smin, 
47.58ec. 


On Saturday Pirie joins the 
; British» team in Dortmund for 
| the match against West Germany 
} and hopes to be selected for the 
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| Pirie is banned after row 


A 


lent 


who travelled from Sweden to 
join the British team for the 
match against West Germany, 
today. and tomorrow, 


From DOUG WIL 


FLAMING row between Jack Crump 
and Gordon Pirie in the lounge of the 
luxury Romischer Kaiser Hotel here to- 
day has resulted 
being dropped from the British team for 
. the match against West Germany. 

__. He has also been barred from running 
individually anywhere in Europe outside the 
United Kingdom. : 


in- the 30-year-old Pirie 


LATE ARRIVAL 


The cause of thes.trouble was Pirie’s 
fate arrival. He did not report until 1 p.m. 
4 today, having run in Stockholm last night. 

Team manager Sage and other members 
of the Board were expecting Pirie to arrive 
last night. And they consider he has 


A.A. slap 
an on 
Pirie 


Standard Athletics Reporter 
DORTMUND, 
Gordon 
today and walked into one of 
ithe biggest rows of his turbu- 


Saturday.— 


Pirie arrived here § 


athletics career. Pirie, 


found 


SON : 


that he had been dropped—= 
and banned—from competing= 
outside Britain. E 

British Board secretary Jack= 
- jCrump- announced ~ this after= 
(Pirie had failed to appear here= 
last night. Said Crump: “I havee 
sent a telegram to the Swedish= 
authorities in Stockholm forbid-= 
|ding them to gilow him to run= 
| “Pirie did not receive his= 
linstructions to come to Dortmund,= 
but I spoke to him-on the teleZ 
phone and he said he. would. be= 
in Dortmund on Friday night.” 
“We understand that Pirie may= 
run in Stockholm tonight. I havez 
Sent a telegram to_the Swedes= 
expressly forbidding Pirie to do so,= 
jand withdrawing the previously= 
granted permission to compete in 
‘Sweden,” said Crump. 


THAT 


Stern = 
‘The effect of this is to prevent= 
Pirie from running outside= 


Britain. No sooner had this stern 
announcement been made and= 
Crump, with other Board officia 
disappeared to an official functio 
when Pirie walked into the team’= 
hotel with his version of the story= 
Pirie said: “Mr. Crump told 
me by telephone that it would be 
all right if I arrived in Dortmund 
at. midday on Saturday.” But 
Pirie did admit that he ran last 
night in Stockholm. finishing fift 


qt 


fh 
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in a mile in 4min. 3.2sec. 

This is undoubtedly going to 
cause concern among British 
officials. 


But Pirie is not worried. “I did 
run Jast night but as an athlete 
that’s up to me. I have been 
Showing recently that I can run 
on several days without ill-effect.” 

Pirie and Crump will meet later 
this afternoon. 


an H-bomb 


either 
test in Siberia or it’s Pirie 
again |” 


“It’s 


Dortmund, Saturday 


shown scant regard for the British team 
by running only 24 hours before the match 
against Germany. 

Pirie told me: “| have done my duty by 
arriving here to take part in the match: 
And what's more’l came here when | said 
| would. * 

“T spoke to Jack Crump on the 
telephone last Monday and it was under- 
stood that |: would arrive today.” 


‘VERY CROSS’ 


Jack Crump said, “! would never have 
agreed to this sort of thing. Gordon was 
expected here last night and | am very, 
very cross that he did not come.” 


Witch- hunt, 
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All 


says Pirie 
as probe 
begins 


From TERRY O’CONNOR 


DorTMuND, Monday. 


BRITAIN’S athletic chief 
Jack Crump has asked 
Sweden. to _ investigate 
allegations in Swedish 


newspapers that Gordon 

Pirie has been paid for 

running. : 

This latest episode in an_ ex- 
plosive athletic row. caused 
Pirie to retort today: “I am 
now the victim of a witch- 
hunt. Everything seems set 
to stop me running again.” 

But the Swedish Athletic Associa- 
tion said today they had no 
evidence which would prevent 
Pirie running as an amateur, 
In fact, they are seeking ner- 
mission for him to run in 
Malmo, Gothenburg. and Karl- 
staad next week. 


Bewildered 


Pirie is bewildered. He is con- 
vinced he can break another 
world _ record. But it was 
pathetic to watch him driving 
himself in training here today 
for a race he may never be 
able to run. 


Mr. Phil Gale, a member of the 
British Athletics Board, said 
Pirie may be allowed to run 
and also invited. to compete in 
the Ensland-Russia match at 
the White City on Sentember 
19-20. 

But his is only a personal view 
and another meeting of the 
board will be needed to ensure 
Pirie’s release 

Some members of the British 
team wanted to protest about 
the treatment of Pirie. Others 
were apathetic. And Pirie has 
said that a strike among com- 
petitors is the only way to 
break the “dictatorshin” of 
certain officials. 

Pole-vaulter Rex Porter talked 
sound sense when he said: 

needed in 


“Imagination — is 

handling temperamental 
athletes. It was the officials 
who gave Pirie so much free- 
dom, so why do they complain 
now?” 


e- British 
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“that my c 
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the British 


older, condemned 
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@~. Gordon - Piri 
gets: a hetping 
hand from Jack 
Crump after. col 
lapsing on the'l 
last lap during a 

crack at thee 
world’s six miles’ 
record. That wag - 
siz years ago, 


a eying, it all 
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mtre of the track 
/haye been able to 
am fy omy ‘old friends 
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Ovhas  bdrought.. more 
-to: ‘London's: White 
y other athletic star. 


ext: month. * 
i 4 banned from this 
ask the. promoters if 
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‘Mr. Yack Crump © insisted : 
-his stay. in . Europe, 
le is under the jurisdiction of 
the’ British: board: The board 
ny ‘Suspend an athlete. but 
they can withdraw ‘permission for 
Pirie to tun in Scandinavia. . 
‘Mr. Crump added that “the 
AAA. Tours Committee had 
: | asked Pirie to appear before them 
. imeeonnection with Press state- 
“(ments that the runner’ had: in- 
: .. -fringed. International Amateur 
ts | Athietic ‘Federation Rules by 
- accepting. payment for racing in 
' Scandinavia- : 
Mr: Crump explained the board 
had accepted Pirie’s complete | 
; denial of such reports and that 
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_ From GEORGE HARLEY 

eae een tee Dortmund, Sunday 
ORDON PIRIE has run his 
last race for Britain. 
oday that he would 


w for the match with 
on Wednesday and 


‘by the British Amateur Athletics 
‘Board. 

©“. Home for Pirle-is Sweden. wh 
fhe has been living while on a visit 


BORNE 
NE of the most pathetic 
“sights in sport — Gordon 
| Pirie preparing for a race 
he may never be asked to 
pe rune? 
That is what | saw at Chelsea 
» yesterday as this amazing man 
-+ trained with fanatical zeal 
after being disciplined, sent 
| home from Germany, and told 
| his amateur status is being 
' investigated. 
Last night Pirie should have been 
!- comneting for Britain before! 
thousands. of spectators in 
Warsaw, Instead he tortured: 
himself ‘and. exhausted — four 
» pacemakers by running a three- 
+ mile trial in 13min. 41.2sec, 
After his wife, Shirley. told him 
_ his time he said : “ That’s faster 
| than’anyone ran at Dortmund 
when was dropped.” 
Did Pirie plan such a brutal train- 
(ing ’snell just to prove how wrongs 
+ were “the British selectors he 
eealls dictators? NO,... The 
‘truth is he cannot stop running. 


seo. OX 


"It isnot easy to change from a_ 


‘a5eyear routine,” he says. 

And he adds: “Themen who run 
\ British athletics: and like to 
| order. me around are unlikely to 


| let _ me compete in Sweden next. ; 
week pon the truth . about 
running for money is coming 
, nto. the onen, 4 
" But\whatever the investigations 
| Proves 1 know that _! have still 
* lost’ money on air fares to 
| athletic meetings 
“in Germany. | was angry. 1 said 
that if 1 were prevented from 
competing in Sweden ! would 
; pate even if invited run at the 
White City against Russia on 
. September’ 19-20. 
‘Now § realise it means: every- 
» thing to me to be given. the 
chance of saying goodbye to the 
, British public before | retire. 
~*My real ambition is to be given 


He. 


mpany the British team’ 


to Europe from New Zealand. He 
in fly to Stockholm tomorrow. 
enty-four hours ‘earlier, the 
Board had barred. Pirie from cee 
ning in Scandinavia, where he had 


Planned to race -four ‘ 
Lhe fe) times. next 


“Tt looks as if I have. run m 
last race,” Pirie told. me.->“ If so, } 


‘shall make one 


farewell 
London, during the England. y, 
Russia match on September 19-20, 


“I should pay my. own fare fr 
Stockholm to x Sea 
want to make:my last track appear- 
ance there. It would be thé least I 

~—ycould do to show my appre- 
{ciation of. the support and 
| encouragement I have re- 
ceived from the British 
DUbLiC. 18 ota ena te eo ain 
Pirie, an: outstanding 
and controversial  person- 
ality in world sport for over 
fen years, has been’ disci- 
plined by the Board for 
two reasons, z 
First, for failing fo report 
to Dortmund on Friday for 
the match with-West Ger- 
many, which began yester- 
day. * Secondly, for declin- 
ing to meet the Board this 
morning. 


Shocked 


The. Board -were. shocked 
to learn that Pirie had run 
a_mile race in Stockholm 
on Friday evening. They 
chose the team for the 
match with Germany. yes- 
terday morning—two hours 
before Pirie booked in at 
the hotel. 

This morning,. 
Crump, . 
| Boar 
iments... 

The first said that the 
Board had decided ‘Pirie 
“would not accompany the 


secretar rite 
y oO e 
issued two state- 


inal request to the ,.  . 
Board—that I. be allowed to ee a 
lap. at the White Cify,,; . et 


ndon to do so, I 


London. .’ 


team to- Warsaw. He | 


been asked to a: 
them; but h # 
Saying he saw 
doing so, 


“ Pirie,. who 


was asked if he w 
deny completely such 
added the states 
“He said 


ports,” 
ment. 
deny them.” 


no poin 
The second sald + 

sub-committee had x 

Pirie to appear before ¢) 


in connection with - 
reports that he had aaa 


appeared 
as a tae 


‘Closed 


There is no connectio 
two stat 


between the 
ments. 


The + Board’s 


ment. 


As far as the Board are! 
concerned,  Pirie’s 
closes the matter. — 


5 decisions 
about Pirie were taken be 
fore he was given . the! 
Opportunity to deny allega-/7 
tions of running for pay- 


BANNED—BUT HE CAN’T STOP RUNNING! 


abe ty 


denial) 


i 
: 
f 
f 


a Lona: 


p20: 


uery. 


‘poticed that he 
expensive farm, 
source of revenue. 
On looking further, they found that 
Neerne had accepted this money from 
sources | 
» his case t 
yedish’ Federation they only repri- 
 manded him, saying that, although he 


etics 


~ EXPENSES 


ernati 


28,- has won at least half a 
mile. 
ecently,: particularly in his own 


ertil Larsson, 
€ the Swedish AAA, . 
ym. that. the suspension 
4s something of a surprise. 
that'a meeting of 
ation’s 
ed for Sept.-11 and 12 when a 
report on 
en promised. 


AMES COOTE writes: : 
eE Federation originally. examined 
‘Waerne case 


because of an ee Dan Waern, whose suspension is 
m PRe stax) SHED, : while eflective immediately. 
examining Waerne’s yearly income, 


‘guilty, o 
same thing. 


° 


RN SUSPENDED AFTER 
INQUIRY : 


of Sweden, one of the world’s greatest middle- ! 
has been suspended by the International 
thletic Federation ; 
jonal competition. 
sf issued by the 
London yesterday 


aN 


cal denial has been 
Swedish Associa- 

ries, includ- 
21 asking 
s, or has not, 
Jegitimate ex- 
s entitled under 
he is no 


1961.” 


races in under four . 
He has been running brilli- 


genera] secre- 
said in 
had 
He 
the Swedish 
had been 


Executive 


the Waern case had 


The Swedish 
the 


had purchased. an 


apparently without a| - All this means athletics war. For 


the Swedes say they hold signed state- 
ments from top-class athletes from 
many countries admitting excessive 
expenses. Now that their man has 
been suspended they will release this 
evidence. 

There must be a number of athletes 
who are not sleeping soundly these 
nights. 


athletigs. 


‘connected with 
the 


went before 


ther athletes were doing 


/ Athlete 
/Waern is 


t 


} 


‘suspended 
By HAROLD PALMER 


{3 Waern, the 28-year-old 
t crack Swedish miler, has 
—been ruled out of world 
athletics by the International 
Federation because shis own 
‘association does not deny alle- 
gations that he has been pald 
dlegal expenses. ; 
; The International. Amateur 
| “Athletic Federation, who have 

had -Waern’s case under review 
: for several months, ‘nsisted on 
{ the Swedish Federation giving 
- them a definite.“ Yes” or “No” 


to the: allegations wh'ch have 
appeared, particularly in the 
|. Swedish Press, 
Dissatisfied 
Apparently dissatisfied with the 


‘replies they received to letters and 
cables’ addressed to the Swedish 


Federation, the IAAF, through 
their secretary —London ban 
executive Donald Payne—addressed 
a final appeal to the Swedes 
yesterday. 

In effect, it said that if the 


Swedes could not answer “ No” by 
return. the. International Federa- 
tion would. clamp down a world- 
iwide suspension as from today. 
‘And this means that . Waern 
cannot run at home. 


warns: V 
have 


: truth 


must 


from the Swedes } 


RITAIN’S athletics selectors relented this weeke 
and asked Gordon Pirie to run the 5,000 met 
‘against Russia on September 19-20. beeen 


But his clash with official- 
dom may not be over. Last. 
night in Stockholm his 
amateur. status’ was still 
under investigation. 

The Marquis of Exeter, presi-- 
dent of the | International ~ 
Amateur Athletic Federation, 
last night warned that Sweden 
will be ordered to report frankly 
to national associations when 
any athletes are suspected of 
being involved in meetings at 
which improper payments were 
made. 


TERRY O°CONNO 


Meanwhile the Swedish’ a! 


Dan Waern had been perm: 
ently banned from internati 
competition. 

They also 


discussed wheth 


All they’ would § 
osition Was; . 


black list. 
on Pirie’s 


tion is very delicate.” 

In an’ exclusive intervie 
Lord’Exeter told me: “I dono 
make the rules. 
duty to see they are carried ow 


Whether they are good or bad 


it is not for me to comment. 


“We have had a number of 
federa: 


inquiries from other 


#5 pee 


ta reveal the names on» their 


“We will inform the British 
poard of our decision, The pos! 


But it is’ my 


letic federation announced ‘that’ 


~ 


tions about the allegations of 


excess payments to athletes in- | 
It is important, this 


Sweden. 
cloud over amateur athletics 
cleared up, 


No, request — 


“In the case of Dan Waern 


the International 


the Swedish association, 
only act as a last resort.’ 


There have been a-number 0: 


Federation 
were forced to act because we 


could not receive a denial from 
We 


reports that Sweden is: sending: 


a representative 
Exeter and present a number 
names of athletes 
broken the rules. 


“JT have heard this: only un- 


yesterday 
‘ trial in 3min. 45.4sec. Hit 


who havi 


to meet Lord) 


i=} 


i 


x0rdon Pirie Kuns Brilliantly 
In County Road Relay 


Neen RR yr 


— eee ee mone ae 


Spicuisannteeeoeaeteraeinenseantenette tee neeeeed 


ATHLETICS pam 
By SYDNEY HULLS : 


‘(XORDON PIRIE will run 
5,000 metres for England 
against Russia in the two- 
; day international match at 
London’s White City on 
| 
|_ September 19 and 20. 
‘Four days later Pirie has been 
invited also to race for Great 
; Britain against France in Paris. > 
|The two invitations form a remark- 
| able- and © very human “come 
Hacer cy a forsiven id pete nities 
| to rie by our top . athletic 4 “Ga 
| officials. — i Sih 
;There-was the fear that Pirie 
; might never be asked to run for 
| his country again after he had 
' been dropped from the recent 
tour of Poland. and. Germany 
because, it was alleged, he did 


not report to team headquarters 
on time. 


centre oe ee 
ORDON PIRIE WINS 
SWEDISH RACE 
~\-don. Pirie, world record 
Ree ihe distance, won ‘the . 
etres in 8mir 7sec at-an 
tional ‘meeting in \ Gothen- 


irg > yesterday, reports! Reuter. 
ener 4 3000 outside the world 


Roeiants, ee Been 
—— steeplechase. champion, led: almost 
wi Phrcaghout’ until Pirie passed him on 
‘the’ last lap 


: Vilka lépbegduningar nt har hairst landet, sdger Pirie, 


sc Keone Peed Beane. Prine sett 


| 


[A brilliant last leg by Gordon Ririe 
tcok his club, South London Harriers,} 


“ee Championships at Woking on Satur- | EGON pinie. wank “ 
‘day. : Re N will be racing again today—for 
South’ London, with a team which in- South London Harriers in the Surrey road relay 


‘cluded Olympic runner Laurie Reed sm | championship at Woking. It will be his first com- 


‘Baud, as well as Pirie, were always! against West Germany last week-end—and a far ery 
jwithin striking distance of the leaders;’ from a race planned for him, according to Swedish 


“over the last two legs they pulled clear} reports, at Stockholm on September 24. 


"NO’ TO PARIS 


it means that for the last big 
individual event of his 20-year 
career Pirie has the chance of 
giving a champion’s farewell to 
his faithful fans. 

Pirie told me last night: “1 shail 

| accept the invitation to race 

; against Russia. There I expect 
I shall be meeting the Rome 


Isc 
a ie p ‘) 
AC 


— oe 
a Ealekoe RoZioels Aw y ius 2 fesa 
400, Sito Sunkez Ravin Bee PY 


lw Laps Eeragecont Swen y Hing seas 


Meas if is 


* : és 8 5 Olympic 10,000-metre gold medal- 
ito win by ‘over two minutes in 84min.;} A Stockholm firm said they would ask Pirie to ron list Pyotr Bolotnikor. But I 


3.4sec. ee ais a mile against suspended Swedish ace Dan Waern don’t think I shall be going to 
This’ was Pirie’s fourth visit to Wok-| for a £360 prize—apparently thinking Pirie was sus- Paris. 
ing Park for the county relays (he holds pended, too, and might consider a professional race. Suggestions that the British 


‘the lap record at 13min. 25sec.) But Pirie was NOT sus “ ai 
cecon : ). fs e pended when he was “ dis- asked for details about. Pirie’s 
Gordon's ‘only comment on the re- ciplined” in Germany, and an official hint was given | § _ racing in Sweden were denied 
ports that a Swedish promoter was try- yesterday that he will: be invited to run for Britain by secretary Jack Crump last 
later this month against Russia and France, __ night. F 
Said Crump: “ We are not witch-. 
hunting. Pirie has categorically 
« denied to us that he has broken 
the ores Tule. We have 
: . accept WOR Gs Ser 
LORI: ik Late last night’ Pirié was try- 
(tee etree ~-- - ing .to ae pees faeces 
ye , manager Les Golding to find ou 
f Road Rela: if ane certain race order for the 
. PIRIE SPURS. VICTORY 


Russia match had been reached. 
Gordon Pirie turned out for his 


“Until I know for’ sure that 
| club in the Surrey County road relay 


Karisson Swsemert 


Amateur Athletic Board have 


4 phe AER LR tee TSE AN Ise Bisbee EES Te ne ee eee 
Sen tihcatns okies cata tene N geR  A TI NE PEO s: : 


my mile relay hopes do not clash 
with the~ 5,000-metre race, I 


ty Nah li : »fif 
cannot say whether or not I shall ’ ‘ a} . f 
{ i championship at Woking yesterday aoe this invitation.” Pirie pj $ Kp nN 1GL/ Neee Voi tlc. [ee 
# ‘ud ran the fastest | i iles told me. kK ue fe \ 
ah te yythe & ae oa ee And Pirie has not long to find eryy Ys boli ee 


| helped South London Harriers to vic- Ute missed his plane to Sweden 
(tory, the team completing the six yesterday, takes off today for 
stages in 84 min. 13.4 sec. meetings at Gothenburg, Karls- 
Herne Hill Harriers were runners- tad, and Norrkoping on Wed- 
up_in 86 min. 20.8 sec. and Hercules nesday, Thursday, and Friday. 


EASY FOR PIRIE | 


Gordon Pirie won 2a} 
1,500 metres race at Norr-' 


pose Gordon Pirie won a 3,000 Leing to Bweden oe | 


metres race at’ Karlstad 


} rs : : night in 3m. 48s. } 
f A.C. were third in 87 min. 27.8 sec. “I shall try and get the night Hl (Sweden) last night in 8m. -" ‘The second man home, | 
After Pirie, the fastest runners were nye ree suas Ga Penk se , ~- 17.7s—nearly 11s.. slower SS iheg Rpteetinseset too : 
_ A. Towl (Herne Hill) 13 min. 44 sec. Gordon. CLM EW 2 than his time in Gothen- , 3m. 52.1s. ; 
and S. Langridge (S. London H.) 13 - purg the night before. Es salen 
| min. 48 sec. } 


CRP aon ire Seer rth arte ea QYBAEXBR £ WAU 


By TERRY 0’CONNOR 
BRITISH athletics sees the end of an er 
} AK an ra tomorrow. 
patel taeain tS cane ae last race for England in the 
ussia whi rt. ti ; ‘ 
tonight. ch ‘starts at the White City 
Thousands will go to the 


stadium to pay homage to a 
man who scorned the tradi- 


The last day as an athlete for 


Pirie began when he woke at 10 
4h ara 


ao YY) 


i. 
| 


was of course Gordon 


pa 
i Pirie’s night. Nothing else 


tional British attitude and. ran 
to-win, win, win—and beat the mates 
world. . 
Fanatic eccentric . . . 
Tebel . .*. all fairly describe 


Pirie. Having shrugged off th 
orthodox approach. he is not 
universally popular. 


During the past decade he has 
Spanned athletics like a giant. 
He ele Mae ne hag records, but 
I olden prize of an Ol i 
title-eluded him. wae 


‘The greatest chance in his six 
tries was at Melbourne in 1952, 


PYOTR 


PYOTR BOLOTNIKOv, 
: Olympic 10,000-metre 
champion, will be missing 
from the Russian team to 
meet England at the White 


ABSENT | 


vents athletes lastin the 
of a long career. “ aoe 


The Russian team have been } 
past- week: at: 


training for. the 
Riga in rainy conditions, 


as they expect nae 


in a London 


jdamm. 
" . Sixteen thousand fans had come 


into 


ithe grey bowl of the White City to-pay a 


“hearts heat 


- “he did so the value of his 
tactics to his team-mate 
became crystal-clear. 

Pirie had been the. ex- 
perienced Alpine guide 
who, with an invisible rope, 
had ‘pwiled the movice 
climber- up towards the 


in sympathy 


But first he w: merciless] : ‘ : . rae 

crushed by Vladimis Kate in aie City next Tuesday anq @tumn. : é last tribute to Pirie: : peak he -had so. often, 

10-000 metres. Then. making a © Wednesday, writes Terr Teg ybtilliant high jumper Ce eee coe nag been eyo tee 

courageous comeback a‘few days ; ; y © Valeri. Brumel ' says he hopes a decade and a half and who has been; ae - te ae Now, ironically,:Pirie had} 

bees ne {yas beaten into second O’Connor. Bet ; . 2 improve on his world record. at, nofnear, the top:for nearly ten eee ipetete ares eee Sees mae an {to beat: the man whom he | 

t b 4 metres. is is'a dis i "jump of 7ft. 4lin. at ite —f£. And Pirie, -legged, lonely, dedicat ma was over, the resu own, the se era ided. i 
This is'a disappointment for iin. at the White Pee Rare CRED, One eave | Gresenitations Wades. catae. Ones ot: the He EO wen Peers with | 


Again Kuts was the winner, so 
it is fitting that Pirie’, farewell] 


should be “against ihe ‘ mighty j Sp epee bey ae Ae hes 2.000 No» other result was possible, } Pirie, at his own yea ran:a final lap 
Pirie will win the 5,000 metres, |{ runner it is possible the world been: acceptable. . -of honour to cheers, whistles, and the alle. 


Different 


To ensure he js in perfect con- 


™ Gordon » Pirie; 


p record might 
: Pirie. tells me. 


who hoped. to 


ave been broken,” 


Many of the Russian Olympic 


champions are missing from the 


City. 


not Jet. them & 
peted in the 5,000 metres—and 


h the thousands still resolu 


en 


throat-tightening moments in ‘sport. 


i ly }round roar of acclamation. 


him, By Heaven he was by 
ROMPED 


: t i the last lap they. 
for -the- still “lonely figure | Bei te an the; 
who. loped round the track} Russians =< but not away | 
on which he has sweated so | from each other until just | 


: Tt was. the. last Hurrah 


— 


dition he ran a training mile in j i : 

i team. 5 7 é ; | ; bers | 
amin’ ,26se0, at Cheles gemer |, (88M. So is Grigory Taran, tA in’ White | itty yards from™home. | 
day. The majority of athletes Slaten eg rte slacks 2 he, seemed o extend 
could ak attain such a time in bl Steeplechase record this co tats. ioon. leat) ieee" as 
competition and would consider SeaS0R- ; 
SSeinaiing Se Ga EXAMPLE thous: he joints weretele: 


The absence of ‘these. stars 


scopic and-pulled away to 


so in. training. 
Pirie is. different. 


He has often wrongly been 
accused of being sélfish’ merely 
because he has refused to take 
second best. Throughout his 
career he has always been a good 
club and team man. 


Yesterday he asked me to men- 
tion those unknown athletes who 
through the years have shared 
training with him. 
the Jacob eg Raced sacrificed 

ves elp me an 
grateful,” he said’ Ca 

Then came a- typical bitin 
Pirie remark: “I ran a fast mile 
nope to prove bee puroce who 

) me against German 
that thig ‘is the way I like to 
prepare, : 

“Tomorrow I will run. to win 
and help) HillsCottingham to get 
more points. I have no intention 
of attempting any records unless 


That is where 


Supports Pirie’s theory that the 
Russian type of training -pre- 


has -competed lifted him 
shoulder-high and carried | 
him, still waving; across the; 
finishing line for the last 
time. .-His last race was 
run, 

Pirie’s final victory was 
not only. a personal 
triumph but ‘a. great 

“example of team-running. ~ 


At the last moment. it 
was announced that Brian 
Hill-Cottingham would not 
be his running mate. In- 
stead; young John Snow- 
don, a Surrey surveyor and 
‘the newest recruit. to: the 
England team,-was brought 
in. 

So the veteran had to act 
as guide-dog to the new- 
comer. : 

Right well Pirie did it. 
Early. on> it) was obvious 
that’ he was not going to 
try for any sensational time 
—that he was ‘not’ inter- 
ested in goi out in a 
blaze of individual glory. 

Indeed, after the first | 
half lap, Pirie was content | 
to hold second . or 


get the young sheep. 


ROARS 


But what a roar went up 


second place sagain, Snow- 
don now trailing the field, 
and it was only at the bell 
that’ the old warhorse really 
started pawing the cinders. 

Then he broke—and as 


GORDON PIRIE winning the 5,000 
metres from feam-mate John Snowdon. 


a ea 


'@ 


and so to the’track. Somewhere 
in the crowd, as he jogged alone, a 
girl cried. For Shirley Pirie, the 
girl he met on the track and mar- 
ried, the crowd’s salute brought 


trnanvoa 


grag et 


xryaorn. Av. 


Finally, the men along-! win by 
side and against whom he | yards in 14m. 15.6s. 


no-more.than four 


The time was .-nearly 
forty seconds slower than 
the United Kingdom 
national record which Pirie 
put up in Bergen over. five 
years ago. 

But who cared about 
time ‘on such a night. A 
man hag finished his career 
and finished it not only on} 
a winning,’ but on a 
supremely generous note. 

If -sport*shuns sentiment 
it. becomes a matter of; 
statistics, an ABC of| 
muscles. e j 

You've got to lave heart 
—and last night 16,000 of 
‘them were beating in sym- 
‘pathy with Pirie’s. A night 
to remember ! ~ 


FANTASTIC 


So Pirie finished at the 
White City as he began— 
with a. victory. For four- 
teen years ago, on a-Sun-; 
day afternoon in-an almost ! 
empty stadium, he won his | 


third:| arst race there—the AT C| 
position, the sheepdog see- | om ‘on ionship © mile 
ing. that the: wolves didn’t) “ °": _- 


in} 
' 


But even on such a night | 
as last night, let’s not for-: 
get the fantastic Russians. ; 

They: won the men’s; 
eed: by 122 points to 102, . 


when, after seven and a 
half laps, Pirie took ‘the 
lead, followed. by. .Lazar 
Noroditskiy,. but... with 
nowdon in third place in 
close pursuit. : i 
With three laps to. go, 
Pirie dropped back to 


ROARING CRO 
5,000 METRES: 


SOECSGORODEGCEED 


res tell the 
, breaking 
ion. Pirie. 
“are British 


on 


(equals -- 
7-52.8 


colours, toyed with-his Russian opponents. 

Although’ the Russians * 
won the men’s match by. 
20 points and their mighty, 
Olympic shot-putt cham- 
pion, Tamara Press, Set a 
world record in the discus, 
it was Pirie’s evening. 

A backstage row between 
the organisers and TV. offi- 
cials meant’ that Pirie did 
not run his lap of honour 
until an hour after winning 
the 5,000 metres. But most 
of the crowd waited to pay. 
homage to a great runner. 


Another thunderous. cheer 
rolled over the stadium as 
Pirie, in a blue and white track 
suit, was caught by four prob- 
ing searchlights, 

Pirie’s memory went back to 
that day 18 years ago when, as 
a skinny A.T.C. cadet of 12, he 
first’ ran on this track. Since 
then he has blazed an athletic 
career that has brought him 
world fame. ~ : 


The master 


The race itself seemed 
almost incidental—just another 
act in the. fantastic Pirie 
career. And he played his part 
like an Old Vic actor. _: 


At first he: led, but for most 
,of the race he allowed the 
swarthy Lazar Naroditskiy to 
set the pace. .- . } 

Occasionally those long legs 
would quicken sand he would go 
in front, as if to remind ‘the 
Russians he was master, Just 
before the bell tolled—the last 
time Pirie. would hear that 
stirring sound as a competitor 
—the glish champion moved 


~ 


metres : 1955. 
17500 fae by British 
ay team). me 
Two miles : 1952, 8-55; 
a 8-47 5 . 
at s 1952, 


15-41.8.5~ 


1955, 


tes ; 1951, 29-52 ; 
5.6 3. 1955, 28-47.4 
“and Empire); 
(world). 


? 


Pirie’s farewell ... . a lap of 
“honour in a blaze’ of light 


F 


From the place of honour he waves to the crowd. A 

crowd who have loved him through 12 turbulent years. 

He has broken five world records, been six times round 
“the world and run for England in 30 countries. 


Gerace PIRIE, monarch of British athletics for a decade, 
BW goodbye in triumph at the White City last night. Women cried.) 
-~. It was that sort of evening, charged with emotion as 20,000 specta- 
tors exploded exultantly as Pirie, running for the last time in English 


Russians, ~~ 
it: 


And Pirie had 


WD HAIL 
TRIUMPH 


‘said 


By 
TERRY O'CONNOR: 


into the lead, completely in 
command. She 

Only the. little known John 
Snowden matched his pace, and 
the crowd sighed when he had 


the audacity to challenge Pirie 


for the lead: 


But Pirie-was in no mood to- 


be overshadowed. ‘The famous 


stride quickened 


awaiting him at the end: was 


the familiar tape and photo-' 


graphers’ flashbulbs. 

All’ the quarrels’ | 
were -forgotten.. Pirie was no 
longer the rebel, only the hero. 
I have seen him run scores of 
times all over the world, Often 
he has failed, but he has always 


come back to fight again. © 


Brilliant 
“J felt emotionally disturbed 
all day,” Pirie told me, “what 


a pity I.am* too strong to cry 
like the others.” 


HE jung-bursting. drama is 
over. His race is won. 


And Gordon Pirie sinks into. 
the arms of his wife Shirley 
for.a victory hug. 

He had the 20,000 crowd: at 


the White City on its feet 

and roaring last night as he. 
neared the.end of the 5,000 
métres 1 

“Was a ‘gpectacular race— 
anda spectacular entry. 
into retirement for Pirie. 


For as he broke the tape just 


ahead of John Snowden, 
with two. well-beaten 
Russians ‘ bringing. up the 
rear, he ended his 20-year 
athletics career. 

been running 


witha heavy cold. 


‘After the race he stood alone 


on the victory rostrum in’ 
front of the. main. stand. 
For two minutes the spot- 
light held him. : 


A fitting farewell for Gordon 


and there 


of the past - 


First 


Spain, on October 29. 
£500 for it. 
- 32 Lhisamay 


athletics, after my farewell 


| 
{ 


@ Stop the sham, end the 
hypocrisy, give up the pretence 
that big-time athletics is still | 


an amateur sport, pleads’ 
Gordon Pirie. 


'@ World record-breaker 
Gordon has the courage to! 
‘admit frankly that he has 
been making money from, 

his running. 


@ Now, by his fearless. 
\ ‘exposures of fiddling” an | 
‘shonev payments, he wants! 


[ AM turning professional. 
first race in a bullring in San Sebastian, 


come as a shock to many 


on Wednesday, but I can reveal 


race 


in Spanish 
bullring 


By GORDON PIRIE 


(In an interview with Sydney Hulls) 


I shall have my 


And | will be paid 


people in 
race at the White City 
now that this was 
only a ‘farewell 
to the sham world of 


amateurism. 

I am looking forward to 
running for cash. If 
necessary I.“think I can 
keep on for andther five 
years. 


And I am hoping to intro- 
duce a professional athletic 


circus on the lines of the~ 
Jack Kramer organisation in ‘ 


tennis. : 

I know there are tremendous 
obstacles to be overcome. if: I 
am to succeed in this: ambition: 
But I am determined to-try— 
and hope to stage a meeting at 
the White City, London, some 
time in the future. 

But back to my first race in 
Spain next month. 


Tremendous 


I am told there may be betting. 
on the laps of the race—a 
10,000-metres event against a 
Spaniard called Juan. ‘Cruz 
Aspiroz. That will be about 100 
times round the bullring: 

It will be a pursuit race. We 
will start on opposite sides of 
the track, and I will give Aspiroz 
about 100 metres. start. 

‘This new career of mine must 


delay my return to New Zealand, 


but it’s going to give. me a 
tremendous new interest in the 
sport. 


Yes, I believe that the profes- 
sional track could havea’ tre- 
mendous future. I gave 10 
years of my life to the amateur 
sport, and it gave me thrills, 
enjoyment and lots of friends all 
over the world. 

But. nothing can compensate 
for the financial loss of: those 
10 years. Now I am out for all 
I can get. 

I intend to get in touch with 
top-class athletes and interest 
them in my scheme. The public 
will want to see the best. 

AS I said before, it is going to 
be difficult—but believe me, I 
will be fighting for its success, 


Spectacular 


In Gothenburg last week Eddie 
Ahlquist, the business manager 
of Ingemar  Johansson,. the 
former world boxing champion, 
told me he plans to run spec- 
tacular snorting ana 


| 2 
}-$3 


, denied -he had received money - 


K ‘be asked to retu 


From FRANK ROSTRON — 


| 
! ELONA, Friday.—Gordon H 
pe 1 to make. his debut | 
as a professional athlete in 
| Barcelona on peared NTRS 
' rill ‘race -3,000~metres 
ays ae Fino ‘against two Spanish | 
¢ y ~ runners, ‘ 
| et Molins, who will each 
cover 1,500 metres. ata 
| The race is scheduled ‘as a half- 
time attraction at the Barcelona- 
Betis Soccer grate Tt-will: be anys 
4 on the cinder track: round . 
Tee pitch. in. Barcelona’s magnificent. 
| stadium... : 


-- i been put cc ai 
> to an evenings, 
\ as not. te clash with - 


dlit, kick-off so 
son the Jack 


By TERRY O'CONNOR 
ORDON PIRIE migh 


y BULLRING| / 
the trophy ‘he wa eON/ 
A.AIA. three-mile title, in 
view of his ‘public state 
ment yesterday that h¥ 
received about £1,000 for 


ENOR PIBIE ar) 


PON 
BASTIAN Gao DOPEZ 


running, while an 
amateur, in Sweden’ this ove 10000 wanes 
summer. va 


Amateur: Athletic Associa: 
tion officials: are to discuss 
Pirie’s statements and: wi 
be- forced to take action 
they believe. he was a pro: 
fessional when he compete 
in the A.A.A. championships, 


“We. could ask Pirie to meet 
us, but there could be no com=; 
pulsion. because« he has now 
declared himself a professional 
Ernest Clynes, secretary of the 
A.A-A., told-me yesterday. 


“If-we receive evidence that 
Pirie is not eligible to compete 
in our championships, which 
are open*only to amateurs, it 
will be'a very difficult problem.” 


Confused - 


British officials are confused. 
Last month, in Dortmund, Pirie 


for competing in Sweden. 
“Now. an article to the con- 
trary has appeared under his | 
name,” > Jack Crump, ‘secretary ' 
of ‘the British Athletic Board. 
said last night. “ What do we 
believe?" : - ae Bs “OR 
The International Federation { 
will be forced to act because ' 
Pirie accuses Swedish athletic t 
promoters, of tempting him with 
cash offers to run. The Swedes 
will be asked to inquire into this 
and take action against any 


member, 


pit See 


S Saar age inute today 
ORDON PIRIE was banned at. the last minute . 
“from competing in a 3,000 metres race against two 


Tomas Barris | 


rateh” has. already |\. 
The! Soccer matte e arerndenck 


Sebastian, when Senor Pirie beats you, he’s got to cut off your ears , 


kramer Cup professional tennis 

urnament. Cost 
terete is only one sag. Officials 
of the elub will not be ‘notified 
until tomorrow morning by the 
National Olympic Committee in 
Madrid: whether the. amateurs — 
will. he. permitted to compete 
against professor Pirie. 

But Pirie told me > “ Sunday’s 
attempt by the Barcelona club is 
to give the football public a taste 
for athletics so I don’tsee there 
should be any. complications 
about my opponents being 
amateurs.” y 

Pirie has already contracted to 
tun. against two «Spanish d 
epponents in San Sebastian bull- - ccna ar 
ring on October 29. ; 


. , for £500 the crowd wants to see some blood !”* 


promoters or. officials who are 
guilty 

Sweden have yet to give a 
proper answer to the federation 
on the question of payments to 
the suspended Dan’ Waern. 

British “Athletics” rd secre 
tary Jack Grump said: “If that’s 
what Pirie wants.to do—well good 


luck to him. We shall not take 
any action against him. 

*“Good luck to anybody who 
‘wants to run professionally. We 


have a tough enough job making 
ainateur athletics pay. I can assure 
you we are not worried about losing 
athletes to the professionals. 

2° However many do change over— 
we, have plenty more to replace 
them,” he added. 


@in 1958 world record miler 
Elliott turned down an £8 

offer from an American 

to-turn professional. 


Board secre) 


‘Spanish amateurs—because he COULD NOT prove he is now 


a professional ! 
Angry. Pirie stormed :.. “ The 


Spaniards want a written docu- 
ment from England certifying 
hat Iam now a professional. 
They-can’t get it. 


“What'a farce! “This must be 
of the biggest jokes of all 


terval of the Barcelona-Real Betis} 
Seville). Soccer’ match—was called! 
off when, the. Spanish National; 
| Sports Association in Madrid} 
Pp 


one 
time. 


| phoned officials here. | 
|. IN DANGER | 
ayy ' 

| The association reported Yrraad| 
}pirie had no clearance papers from| 
|England’s “Amateur Athleti C| 
‘Association. | 
 Pirie’s Planned 3,000-metre race} 
against two Spaniards in_the bull- 
ring at San Sebastian on October 29! 
is also in jeopardy: j 
~The ruffled. English. A.A.A. and! 
the International Federation, which! 
certainly bans -Pirie from amateur} 
competitions. (are~ not likely . to; 
gplige with the necessary certificate.) 
~ FOOTNOTE: Ironically, Pirie’s fee 


A lane: familiar figure runs 
on. But now there is only | 
sun and sand and silence. As 
yet there are no “ Olés” of 
approval. 

For the man. is’ Gordon 
Pirie. And he plans to run 


man-against-men in ancarena | 


dedicated to seeing its duels ° 
end in death—the death of = 
man or a bull. : 


Here, where Belmonte and | 
Ordonez have. fought for. 
kings’ ransoms, Pirie _prac- 
tises for a £500 relay race 
against Spain’s Chiquito de 
Arruiz and Aldaz. Each will 
run 5,000 metres .. . Pirie 
10,000 metres. 

The place : the San Sebas- 
tian bullring. The distance : 
10,000 metres. The date: | 
October 29. . | 


Gordon Pirie, late ‘world champion, now paid performe’ | 5.1: this whole business dias re. 
having his first professional race in Spain. 


£1,000 rich 
: SAN SEBASTIAN, Sunday. 
A’ high noon here today El Pirie made his professional debut. He chased 


100 times round the local bullring,was beaten by 110 yards, collected six 
blisters, a badly-bruised big toe nail, a dizzy head . . and a thousand pounds. _ 


I lost 100 pesetas (about 12 shillings) on the betting on the race . . anda load of 
treasured memories of a once great runner. El Pirie, known in more sane days. as. 
~Gordon Pirie, insists that his 10,000-metre duel against two local runners, Chiquito ie 
Arruiz- and Manuel epee who each ran 5,000 metres, was no joke. 


; ———. The sport-loving Basques—6,000 of whom paid from 5s. to 188. 
and came from miles around to see the race—agreed with him, 
But I. will always remember this as the tragi-comedy day. that 
Gordon Pirie sold himself for money. 
A bullring is for bulls: It is not the arena for a esaected)) 
renowned athlete, a world record holder, who once ranked with 
j ant ‘raced: against Zatopek, Bannister, Chataway, © Kuts” and 
Elliott." .) 
Pirie is no Manolette in a bullring. Instead, he is- reduced ‘to 
; the same exhibitionist sub-level as a greyhound racing against a) 
f bootie of an ex cea taking on allcomers in a circus boxing, 
‘ boot! ; 


A day to forget. a 


_| The only “athletic ” fact I will record from this spectacle is that 
Gordon Pirie Limited (to give him his: full commercial title): 
clocked 31 minutes 22.4 seconds, a better time than either of his> 
rivals had ever achieved. 


For the rest this was a day of comedy or sadness, depending on’ 
which way you looked at it: And definitely a day to forget. 

It began at 9 a.m. when Pirie, his wife Shirley and new boxer 
puppy Pancho set off in their new red Volkswagen to breakfast 
down-town at a cafe owned by one of Pirie’s backers. 

Shirley just sipped coffee while G. P. Ltd. waded into oats, 
steak and yoghourt, rounded off with two tiny red vitamin. pills. 
Then back to the hotel for a rest. 

At 11.30 Shirley, Pancho and Pirie arrived at the bullring which 
has housed some-of the most ferocious nie and some of the 
world’s great matadors. 


Dirt and gravel 


The sand of the ring was covered by a.layer of dirt and gravel: 
» “Something like Tooting Bec at its worst,” said Pirie. 
» »- My Press box was tne protection barrier used by Picadors. Along: 
—! side me sat journalists from all over Europe. with television 
cameramen: from: home and France. 


“Around me dashed bookmakers 
; shouting the odds. and taking 
\-bets,” At the outset Pirie was 
{quoted at 5-2—I put 100: pesetas 
on. Ais nose, : 
° -sBy. the start the betting was 
even. After 58 laps it was 2-1 
against the Englishman. After 
75 laps you could get 5-1. After 
85 laps, 15-1. 

‘Pirie and his two rivals, tall, 
squaré-shouldered Chiquito, a 
former shepherd from the sur- 
rounding hills, and slight, tiny 
Manuel, an ex-factory. worker, 
limbered’ up round the track. 

Then: the meeting began: with 
| @° Franciscan friar saying noon- 
day prayers. A minute later the 
} race was on. 


Pirie started at'one side of the 
| track, diametrically opposite from 
Chiauito. After 28 laps of the 
tight circuit Pirie led by. 20 yards. 


Level 


After 48 laps they were level! 
again. On the 50th, the change 
over lap, Chiquito led by four 
yards. 

On Manuel’s second lap, Pirte’s 
52nd, the Spaniard led by 25 
yards, After’75 laps Pirie trailed 
by 75 yards. 

The race Was _ over. The 
! humiliating spectacle remained 
that Pirie was a beaten, even if 
richer, man, 

Afterwards I asked him: .“Do 
you. consider this a serious ath- 
letic test?” 

He replied: **Of course it was. 
They are both good runners and 
their times have no relation to 
what they may be able to do on 


@ proper track, 


Those inexhaustible feet pad-pad round the bull-ring. H's) _Gordbn still believes in him- 


; self. He still belleves in money 


duced’ him in my eyes from. a 


~who beat Pirie at San Sebastian, has challenged him to! 
a £800 race on any surface the Englishman chooses. 


Wood follows Pirie © 


ffoateur 

THLET E 

¢ EN. WOOD, four-minute being kicked about by officials Teasinne ae 
miler from ‘Sheffield. has and getting nothing in payment 


decided. like Gordon Pirie. to 
turn professional. “And he fore- 
casts that within eight months 
‘not only will there be profes- 
sional athletics at first-class 
football grounds, but also that 
there will be a complete break- 
away from officialdom by 
Britain’s top athletes. 

Wood says he is fed up with 


for years of hard work. 

“I am work out a pro- 
gramme for a cfireuit of profes- 
sional> races, probably starting 
with a tour of the Scottish meet- 
ings,” he said yesterday. “ There 
will*be*more professional races 
on the Continent, and Laszlo 
Tabori and Dan Waern have 
already said they are keen on 
the idea.” . 


FT ow would you feel, supposing you’re a greyhound racing 
fan, if during the evening the loudspeakers announced: 


‘Trap 1, Gordon Pirie, Trap 2... .°'? The idea isn’t as: 
‘fantastic as it seems, 


Yesterday, in the elegant boardroom at the Greyhound Racing Associa- 
.tion’s headquarters high above London’s Berkeley-square, Pirie was given’ 
i a glittering silver salver, inscribed with some of the outstanding triumphs 
; he scored at his “favourite” track, London’s White City. 


The.top brass of the GRA was there, but some of the eS 
contributors to the salver were the comparatively humble 


I’ve already turned 
picture face: to 
wall— ’”’ 


* [eharacters who have marked out the tracks and made 


ythe technical arrangements for so many of the gr 
jathletics meetings in which Pirie has starred. ies: 
|, After the presentation, by managing director P. B. 
“= Laddie* Lucas, wartime fighter ace, ex-M-P and former 
| Walker Cup captain, I tackled him about the possibility 
of Pirle and other athletes now contemplating profes- 
Sionalism competing at a greyhound meeting at London’s 
White City and perhaps at other GR A tracks, 


LEGAL SNAGS 


There are apparently certain iegal snags, Obviousl 
‘there would be betting on a race of this kind but it 
would not, I was told, be permissible to use the Tote. 
Moreover, every greyhound track is allowed to put on 
fonly Fir scre separer Kid races a year, which would mean 
} , 1 you had a professiona! athletics race, you would f 
probably have to cut out one dog race, if 


| Both these snags could Probably be overcome, but 

there ts an additional one, that no other sporting events 

are supposed to be held during a greyhound meeting. 
This, too. I suppose could be circumvented by having 


circus. 


Pirie said today. 


meetings. 


, 


) Britain; and Sweden. 
men.” 


“I know !—I KNOW’ !— 


his 
the 


Tees Gordon Pirie’s flop in a 10,000-metre race in) 

a bull-ring here yesterday he has approached 20 of 
the world’s leading amateur runners with the idea of) 
forming a professional “Jack Kramer type” athleti 


“T have not yet worked out how events would be staged, 


“One idea would be to run races onthe lines of the world 
motor-race grand prix, with athletes gaining points at different 


“The meri to whom I have written are world-class performers 
from many countries, including the U.S. France, Australia9 
I have confined my invitations to track) 


Pirie refuses to disclose names, but has included only the best.’ 


| 


7 LOOKS BACK ON HIS 
7GAR FIREWORKS SHOW 


RIE is ds 
RIE is a great athlete. He has set world records, 
a eerid’s. greatést athletes and been ‘somewhere 
dae years. How many boys he has inspired to take 
will never be known, 
must be vast in 
of the world, ‘writes 


been for them to have him calling up 
from alk parts of the globe asking for 
permission to run? Although most of 
what Pirie says about the organisation 
of British athletics is true, he has not 
been so badly treated. 


After~all, in a party of 70 to 100 
athletes, an individual’s personal needs 
are bound to be subordinate to those 
of the team. : 


Now 30, Pirie declares: “I retire 
from athletics as a married man with 
no job and no prospects.”” One could 
say: ‘Well, no one forced you. 
Instead I will say softly “ You are a 
lucky man, Pirie, to have spent 10 
years meeting people, travelling and 


running. 


s cause of his 
ecause he has 
“harder than the 
p his rewards. His 
Gule alone is. blood 
man must» be 
- so his clashes 


* Dd 

’ “pettered. It 
al details. are com- 
the production is 


want to know about 
ell and the fireworks 
every few pages. What 
‘ou want from an auto- 


ered amateur athletics not, 
have done in their spare 
jm athletics came first and 


pg of.us is able to devote 10 


of his career on the track he | 
‘run without infringing | 


instance did Rootes lend i 
‘for his wedding? Was it the | 
fact,” which Pirie so much ; 
‘or’ was it because Rootes 


We therefore must have approached Olympic champion and dual!” irie, would be filmed in 


Bee wnens run Suner. before or after the meeting. 
e told me that he had just received a letter from 
‘Ken Wood, who has also decided to turn pro. 


world record-holder Murray Halberg. of New Zealand. 


suspended Swede, Dan Waern 


|reaction he has had from the twenty top athletes whom 


;another of these races, kno 
have been popular in the Basque region since the 1890s. | 


~make sense to me. 


‘indeed all professional athletics, could be if staged on 
(an indoor track at Wembley where, of course, amateur | 
‘athletics was highly successful before the last war. 


But he was understandably cagey in discussing the 


he has~ contacted about the possibili 
‘travelling troupe possibility of joining a 


DIZZY IN SPAIN ~ 


About his experience in San Sebastian, where he ran 
in a bull ring, he spoke with complete candour. 


Bogey. i 


who is now studying at Cambridge. 


best,” says Pirie. 


hospital treatment for a pulled muscle. 
evertheless he is thinking of returning to Spain for! i 

wn as “ korrikolaris,” which | jlucrative four-year career materialising 

In fact, Miguel Aldaz, the second of the two runners} ‘no promise that he will have a repeat of this race. 
Pirie is vague about his future. 


Pirie put forward one suggestion which certainly did- ‘Spain, but there are no definite arrangements 


He pointed out how idea! this type of running, and ring 


The only snag, of course, would be that—as I under-’ 
Stand the Betting Act of 1934—you would not have any 
wagering in an indoor arena. 


said last night that he did it for another athlete. 
taking part myself,” he said. 


professional but have made no. decisio! 


ues 


Pirie waiting 
—for money 


By BILL WARD 


ORDON PIRIE has a new 
battle with athletics. official- 
dom—over money, of course. 

Pirie, whose revelations about 
|-wnder-the-counter payments in a 
| newspaper series shocked the 
Amateur Athletics Association, 
| told me yesterday: 

“I haven’t received a penny in 
expenses from the AAA for my 
‘farewell’ race against Russia at 

White City in September. 

; “Q-applied for £60, my return 
air fare from Sweden, on their 
normal expenses claim form. 
Usually, they pay out on the spot, 
but I haven't had a cent.” 

The AAA’s administrative 
officer. LLes Higdon. told me: 


| 
} 
+ 
H 


_.“If_professional athletics is to work, the public he_ ie 
“It is Seasetial to Haye are ORDeEAEED ne CS 


I imagine he has also included English miler Ken Wood.) 
Hungarian Laszlo Tabori, and the three outstanding eek 
middle-distance men, Michel Bernard, Michel Jazy,, and Robert |» 


He has not written to the world’s greatest miler, Herb Elliott, 


financial risks of booking stadiums and paying athletes’ expenses. 
Unless Pirie can find this man, I cannot see his dream of a 


He received more than £1,000 for yesterday’s fiasco. 


“Tt is likely I will return to 
, but .” he said. 
His time yesterday was more. than two minutes outside his, 
‘best. I cannot see any athlete setting up a class time*in a bull-' 


® Olympic miler Ken Wood has sent in an application to com- 
pete in the all-professional Scottish Games next. summer—but he 


ay 


“I have thought about 


their» vehicles? Why did the ! 
blicity man meet Pirie and ; 
ew Zealand? ' 


d down in the manual for | 
‘turned authors, he has aj 
at the Press; who have in 
ignored or severely 
throughout. Quite 
I think he has been extremely 
ed in his remarks about news- 
because in 10 years of ups 


berg ‘and the): | 
AAA WON'T 


: ; c ia ti ly. harsh 
At the end of a hundred laps of the 100 metres track, wide range of distances, and ‘able to break existing amateur world things ig Rendiwrtter about fm. PAY PIRIE 
he admitted that he was slightly dizzy. Furthermore,| Tecords. Ht a Gstaad See Si ' Ofcourse he dislikes the old school f.* 
he aggravated a leg injury and has since been having His main problem is to find a promoter prepared to’take the | : 


tie. Perhaps he is envious of Brasher’s 
gold medal, ~ Bannister’s sub-four 
minute mile ‘and Chataway’s greatly | 
acclaimed world record victory over } 
Kuts.* These men are to Pirie the 
epitome. of the old school tie, the | 
golden-haired boys for whom any 
exception» can be made, while the 
‘artisan. plods his» weary way round 
the training track. 

The officials come in for their share 
of the whacking, But has Pirie ever 
reflected how difficult it must-have 


~ EXPENSES 


ORDON -PIRIE, who claimed 
£60 expenses for running 
for Britain against Russia at 
| White City, will not get the 
' money and his 5,000 metres vic- 
tory will be deleted from the 
records on the grounds of pro- 
! fessionalism, writes Bob Trevor. 
Phil Gale, AAA hon_ trea- 
surer, states: “If he was inelig- 
ible to run he ts also ineligible 

- : to receive expenses.” _ 
' The £60 represents air fares 

| from Sweden. 


2 | w 


Pirie told me at the time: 
“} haven’t had a penny. 1 
applied for my return fare in 
the usual way. Normally they 
pay out at once—but not this 
time.” 

The AAA stated yesterday - 
they had found “on the facts” 
Pirie was ineligible for the 
match.’ He turned professional 
two. days. after his appearance 

: against the Russians. __ set 

E They had little option in | 
reaching these conclusions after | 
Pirie’s newspaper disclosures. | 


There is: 


am not 
turning’ 


AAA RULE OUT, 
PIRIE VICTORY | 


By JAMES COOTE. 


WHEN Gordon Pirie ‘won the! 


5,000 metres for England 
against the Russian Federal Re-) 
public on Sept.°20-he had already 
run one race for a .“‘ profitable 
£50” as he said in a newspaper 


article on Oct, 1: 


As a result the general committee _ 
‘of, the AAA reached. on Saturday, 
the momentous decision by déclar- 
ing that Pirie was already ineligible: 
‘when he ran and that the race and 


match result will 


be amended 


Pirie was asked to give some jform, 
jof explanation about the £50. he men- 
tions in the article but as he failed 
to give any satisfactory reason. the 


‘general committee acted 


“on the ¢ 


facts,” said AAA secretary Mr. Ernest » 


Clynes. 


A final. decision on Pirie’s expenses 
for the match have still-to be decided 
but I feel that they must eventually 
be paid even if he was not:an amateur 
in the eyes of the AAA, British Board ’ 


or the International Federation. 
COUNTER CLAIM 
10 Per Cent. of the Gate 


After all if the. authorities decided, 


not to pay his 


expenses 
should 


counter-claim for 


meeting solely to bid him farewell. 


The AAA must have been Satisfied 
that there was nothing they could pin 
On that day {| 


on Pirie before July 21. 


he set a United Kingdom three mile! 
irecord of 13min 16.4sec when running 
against the United States, since im-} 
proved by Bruce Tulloh, which will | 


not be erased from’ the records book. 


Shortly after this he left for-Scan- 
‘dimavia, a period of Pirie’s athletics 
career viewed with grave mistrust -by 
many Jeading athletics administrators, 

Pirie is also allowed to keep: his 
Southern and AAA three-mile titles | 


he won on June 24 and July.15. 


then -he | 
entrance ; 
*fees collected from the 10 per ‘cent. 
of the spectators who came to the 


t 


o-~ “BARG. 3 
SEL.) Rte: or 2) 
GORDON: PIRIE, who has 
A his second race in the San 
| Sebastian ‘bull ring-on Sunday, 
today hit: back at his British 
Reraibess 7 sik) ne ae ge 
/ Said Pirie: “The -vultures-have 
been picking ‘at me for years and 
have -had ‘all: the flesh. off my 
bones. Now I’m ‘not concerned 


| And Pirie said that‘people who 
sneer about his “bull-ring 
stunts” did not realise-that the 
;contests’ were an.-old Basque 
‘sporting tradition, > 

Spanish bookies’ had. been 
offering even money against Pirie 
‘beating Chiquito de Arriuz over 
10,000 metres.on Sunday. 

But ‘the odds lengthened : to 
5-4 against. Pirie today-when it 
was learned that the Spaniard, 
who will have a ‘start -of 125 
metres (about 13 laps),:has been 
'daily improving his times for the 
distance. a 

Chiquito and Miguel Aldaz 
beat Pirie in a-10,000.metres race 
in. the same bull ring in October 
' But. Pirie, who arrived in San 
Sabastian today after a week's 
_ secret training in Barcelona, said 
he didn’t intend to do any train- 
ing in the‘ring, except to “ trot 
around once or twice.” 


a ws 


Pirie in bull-ring 
again—for £1,000 


~~ uulSadey By SYDNEY HULLS 


' (JORDON PIRIE, the professional) runs for £1,0( istaias 
G Eve. He takes to the bull-ring again for ine soomat ed an his 


pene Sastre in a 10,000-metres event at either San Sebastian or 


An excited Pirie told me yesterday from his G 
: ae Rh erman. - 
quarters, where he is training and learning to ski with Pas cate 
~— MiRsinge Gliautes das senate about 
O 

1135 Sosa start. f pe 
‘ “Tt’s a pretty severe handicap. 
It means ? shalt have to pass him 
twice on the 100-metre circular 

eo ee a to wae ; 
nm can do it. I’m much 

fitter this time than for 
professional ‘race.” Gistared nage 
That debut was the October day: 
the punters wept. | Pirie started off 
ne oo Crea a nee. phot ne finished 
e you 
_ a Takers. sea! es na 
oubted very much w 

Pirie would be asked back ost pd 

at least not on the same terms. 


3,900 MORE 


“What ?” mocks Pirie. “Not be 
asked back again! Do you realise 
that I drew 6,874 paying spectators 
to the San Sebastian bull-ring ? 
That is 3,500 more than any other 
‘runner has ever attracted there. 

Since then_ I’ve turned down 
two offers of £500 to race in Spain. 
My present policy is £1,000 a race 
or_no Pirie.” 

So here is the world record- 
‘breaker preparing to, leave for, 
Spain again to run_ on precisely! 
the same terms as his first pro-| 
fessional race. ! 

He says: “I, have been experi-/| 
menting with a built-up left shoe! 
to counter the strain of running to} 
the left for 100 turns of the 100-} 
metre circle. | 


_} sional races in. Spain, is training 


; GORPON, PIRIE, beaten in 


‘attempt to win his third bull- 


his two big-money  profes- 
ona Cornish pig-farm in an 


ring prize, run at Pamplona, on 
April 22. ; 

Pirie has pounded out a dally 
race routine past 200 igs, across 
the fields and along the deserted 
snow-bound roads near Penryn. 

Arthur Cole, Pirle’s agent who 
owns the farm, hit upon the idea 
of sending galloping Gordon to 
Cornwall after his New Year’s Eve 
flop against Chiquito de Arruiz 
at ‘Tolosa, 

He reasoned.the bracing Cornish | 
air and loneliness of the country 
would give Pirie a good oppor- 
tunity to get back to peak form. 


8.15 
FRANKLY SPEAKING 


Gordon Pirie 


answers questions about himself 


from Peter Wilson 
and Norris McWhirter 
BBC recording 


BY 


Pirie on wheels 


BASS in England after his 
; fruitless visit to Spain (his 


Easter bullring engagement was: 
cancelled) Gordon Pirie 


appeared at Hurlingham Park 
last Sunday riding a bicycle. The 
holder of the world 3,000 
‘metres record refrained from 
joining his friends in training on 


the grounds that he was prepar-- 


‘ing for a treadmill experiment 
to test his cardio-respiratory 
system. 

Asked for details he replied: 
“Hush,” remounted his steed 
and made off in the direction of 
Coulsdon. 


Gordon Pirie 


The famous athlete answers questions 
about himself in Frankly Speaking at 8.15 


Hogan 


Gore PIRIE, | swarthy, 

_ pink-shirted, and profes- 

sional as a pound note, made 
a brief reappearance on an 
English runing track during 
the Middlesex championships 
at Hurlingham. 1 

It was an unexpected, meteoric, 
rather. puzzling performance-— 
similar to some of. his efforts 
as an amateur. 

It lasted about 10 seconds, the 
time it took him to dash from 
the. grandstand and reach Irish- 
man Jim Hogan, winner of the 


Hogan had just won his race, one 
of Pirie’s specialities, in a 


It Pirie, ever the showman, had 
wanted the crowd and officials 
agog, they were agog. 


The questions 


what was this? Was Jim Hogan, 
the new. barefoot wonder of the 
track, about to, be whisked awa, 
by impresario Pirie to run wit 
him among the bulls of Spain ? 

Talk of telephone calls could be 


faintly heard. “What's your 
number ?” “JT haven't got 
one.” Oh dear,. stumbling 
block. 


45 yards behind bull-rin > i 
ind i g racing ace Chiquit rrui 
 inetie worman noise trent o De Arruiz at the end 
n min, 49.4sec., helped by a 130-y: i 
time was 3lmin, 58sec. Gordon, beaten gi gs 


“you can ring my wife.” Pirle 
wrote down the number. 
“Tl see you there, then.” See him 


GORDON PIRIE 


£600 for, 
beaten 
| Pirie 


Reis 


TOLOSA, Spain, Sunday 
ORDON PIRIE was beaten 
here today in his second 

race as a professional. 

He gave Chiquito de Arrulz 
125 metres start in 10,000 metres 
round the local: bull-ring, and 
finished about 45 yards behind 
the Spaniard. 

Pirie’s ‘time: 31min. ° 58sec. 
Pirie’s pay: about £600. 

Pirie, 5 to 2 on favourite in 
heavy betting before the race, 
cut down De Arruiz’s start lap by 
lap, but by the middle of the 

, event odds had swung right the 


“Running in a_ bull-ring re- 
| quires a special technique, which 
Chiquito undoubtedly has 


woctarad 


5 race at San Sebastian two montl lq: 
Tore races.” “© °° 7" ‘m staying i Spain for where—-Barcelona? ‘* Chiswick.” 
LMiore races.” yards too much. But I’m ‘staying in Spain for That's a bit of a comedown. 
| ) c A few more whispers. ogan 
; ; looked puzzled. Pirie disappeared 
ABOUT : as_ if Viadimir Kuts was after 


BRUCE TULLOH — 


: ITTLE Bruce Tulloh, 
G the dynamic, bare- 
foot midget, shattered the 
world’s. finest distance 
champions on the blood- 
red track of the Army 
Stadium in Belgrade on 

, Saturday. 

Forget the time. Tulloh 
will bring us the world 
record later. . 

Remember that sprint 
finish—an incredible 750 
yards, fabulous, incredible, 
and impossible—except for 
Tulloh. 

Those last yards were 
excruciating, agonising 
torture for that frail body. 

But helped. by the thrill 


‘ moment of truth, then lay 
his shattered body, on the 


green turf bordering the 


track. No doubt thanking 
God for his victory. 

Yet this was no ordinary 
moment of truth. 


The real story is that 
guts, sacrifice, sweat and 
tears beat the brawn and 
bludgeoning that is Tron 
Curtain sport, and that 
Britain is in the lead in 
distance running. 

We can win against any 
nation in a team race of 
six runners. Take the 
Bolotnikovs and the 
Halbergs away from the 
other countries, and they 
are second-rate by com- 
parison. 

We can raise our glasses 


Bruce, and the most 
fabulous 5,000 metres 
victory I have ever seen. 


him. 

I put the question to Hogan : 
“Are you going to turn profes- 
sional?” Hogan: “No, no—i 
wouldn't dream of it. 

Had Pirie invited him to turn 
professional? Hogan: |, Oh, no 
—nothing. like that. He'd 
known Pirie in the past, trained 


Hogan peeled the tape from toes 
Shick had just twinkled round 


is the European 
Games, running, for Ireland. 


@ FAME NOTE, Metcalfe strode 

back to the dressing-room 
after his great treble with 
Gordon Pirie, now a cub athletics 
reporter, loping beside him, note- 
pook and ball-point in hand. 

4s this odd interview-on-the- 
march passed» me, a cynical, 


other way. i ruce 7 1, “ 
oe was a-very hard race,” said of alemat gece BE he and hoist the Union ance etia trata a Wace gated ae 
rie. < ss x say, —— 

: tape, savoured the delirious today—thanks to barefoo ony ia) ametonltett 


That’s how it is when a new 
star is born, though this one’s 
more like a sun. : 


2° miles rae Jedburgh 


JEDBURGH BORDER GAMES | 


In; spite of the lack of sunshine— } 
‘it-was.:a dull, cold day—over 40C0} 
attended the Annual Border Games ° 
fat Riverside, this being 500 more 
Gordon Pirie, mak- 
ing his debut as a professional run- ! 
ner in Britain, would attract many, | 
27-years-old 
Walker, an Edinburgh accountant 
the crowd with 
great speed as he thrust from the 
of 4 yards to win the 
and then, 


,than in 1961. 


who thrilled 


“back mar 
yards sprint 


won. the Br 
yards Championship 
on the other 


invitation mile e 
present British One 


J. Tinnion of Dear 
running Brother- 


champion 


i stone of G 
impression. Brotherstone 
was four 

In the Two 
; Without makin 


th in 4 mins. 18. 
act on the 


who finished. 
| racing he 


| surprise 


| the Games. 
| ker was av 


at the hig 


varded the 


No highland fling 
fe . e 
for Pirie 
(GORDON PIRIE, former Olym- 
{\F pic champion, failed in ‘his 
first professional appearance in 
Scotland yesterday. He was beaten 
in both the mile and two mile 
events at Jedburgh Border Games. 

He delighted the crowd with some 
spectacular mbering-up exercises, 
and was evens favourite with the 
bookmakers, but he was asked to do 
too much by the handicapper. 

In a specially framed mile he had 
to give up to 45 yards to top’ men in 
professional circles. and made no 
show. 

In the two miles. Pirie, giving 
starts up to 310 yards, was boxed in 
among the runners off the long marks | 
and had no one to pace him properly. | 


He was beaten by more than 100 
yards. 


_,~s. On the far right Gordon Pirie starts off in the professional 
- The runners behind him are in fact just leaving their handicap 
marks, almost a lap ahead. Pirie could not catch them. 


Gordon Pirie did not please a 
great many people by his run- 
ning and yet it is difficult to know 
what the crowd expected. In the 


first place, one would expect the’ 
edge to have gone off his racing, 
certainly in comparison with his 
amateur days when he would be: 


at it every day. As it was, his 
time of 4 minutes 18 seconds was 
quite a good time. Had all the 
runners gone from scraich, it 
might have been a better race. 


+. duced some extremely close finishes. 


Mets 1.8 Secs. Not Fast Enough 
. “A to Beat Handicap 


ver 10,000 People at Bank 
fe Holiday Event ~— 


) ateur four-minute miler Gordon Pirie took 
Ec caiplace to a comparatively unknown youpestet 
| at Keswick’s annual August Monday sports meaner en 
he attempted to crack Bathgate runner Michael Glen's 
‘4-mins. 7 secs. British professional mile record. See 

-Qver 10,000 people watched the race, the, expe ss 
highlight of the afternoon, and Pirie’s per ae 
nek of .19- year-old Alan Moody who beat Sas i. 
“spice to an already exciting afternoon in: whic e 
tundicapping of Mr. W. Twentyman, Workington, pro- 


jirie’s first’. appearance off 
Soeetethoon in the halfmile 
was more of a “limbering up’ | 
and he failed to qualify for the. 
final. after running off scratch } 
invhis heat which was won by | 
J. Marrs, Carlisle, off 55 yards. 
In ‘the. mile event Pirie was) 
again off scratch in company | 
with J. Tinnion (Dearham), J. | 


‘The camera catches the long-striding ction A Gordon dite 
| he tears past in the mile in nich beet etart ees aed 

Aan one ne re bak . | Scottish runner, A. S. Moody, who Aa pi: 

nd lap he fought off a cnal- | 

jenge ion Tinnion, left the} 
back. markers © and running) 
strongly, pushed -through. the} 
field. He was unable however, | 
to overhaul Moody, who start-| od é 
} ed off 85 yards, and: the Scots- 
| man, running extremely well, 
beat him to- the post by 10} 
| yards. Pirie’s time was 4 min.| 
| 7.8) sec. aan | 
- Afterwards Pirie - comment- 
ed: “This is only my second 
| race of the season and I was) 
quite pleased with my perform- | 

| ance. Normally I would have 
- yun six races by this time. He 
commented that the track, 
which being grass and rather: 
soft, did not. provide~ much) 
“lift,” could make 5 seconds 
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THE KESWICK FITZ PARK, 
"ON MONDAY, 6th AUGUST. 


Commencing at 1-30 p.m. 


ALLENGE CUPS, pes 
difference in a mile ond added 500 IN. PRIZES AND CH ee # 
“T- think that given the right} ee ae oe , 
conditions, Tinnion could run | ‘CYCLING: Quarter Mile Scratch, gis 
a four minute mile in a scratch; iandiesee 
race,” : 


FOOTRAGCING: 100 yards, 220 yards, Quarter Mile, Half Mile 


Mile Handicaps. au 

i d Junior. ‘ 

FELL RAGING: Senior an | 
RESTLING: 103 Stone, 12 Stone, and All Weights. Reo; 
Costume Only. Boys’ 190 Yards Handicap. 


The competitors will include the world famous athlete, 


GORDON PIRIE. 


, LFARE BAND., 
UNITED MINERS’ WE = 

Music BY DEARHAM 
Stalls on Field, £2 each. Catering, Ice Cream and Mineral Rights 
Reserved. :: No Gambling. 


Pirie also commented on the 
general atmosphere of the 
event and the high standard of 
sportsmanship among the run- ; ee pe He 
ners against whom he compet- Bee 
ed . 5 4 


} 


Moody, of 


Wateee contre a3 F S. 
A mthusiastic supporter accompanies A. S. i 
| caleshicn ie the. line hea he beat Gordon Pirie in the mile at 
Keswick Sports on Monday. 


¥ 


ttre ete ae 


From IAN WOOLDRIDGE: 
Aboard S.S, Canberra in the Indian Ocean Sunday. 


ORDON PIRIE, bound for Australia to 


4 


Of give television commentaries 
Empire Games, has accepted an SHELL MEC OG. 


days before we dock at Fremantle. 


’ Pirie, one of Britain’s greatest athletes and now a 


“professional, will ask no i 
Baethoor per night fee for being in total charge 


He has the blessing of ski i 
ac and 60-year-old Pceae Bs meee ela arneeey manager 
» Cowan said: “This was to have: ‘ 

‘b A 
} am. delighted a young man of Pirie’s ean ace Job, but I 
prepared to.step in.” ndous ability is 


Dexter got the idea-as s 
Ba Tg i : oon as he discove 
eee ae tourist class, He made the suggestion i 
a night, but got no detinite answer. Roe ooktan 
es a 08 Dexter’s behalf, I repeated the invitati iri 
sus ought he was joking. pee iag tety 


provided they are prepared for ii i ee delighted to help, 


Dexter demands 


red that_Pirie was 


esis must step it u rad 
no idea what training, Othe I suspect cricketers have 


Dexter revealed today e i i 
poaaiavers te ee ars pd has already mildly reprimanded 


Oo lay down the law, bu 
d > , but 4 
t a reasonable hour and to gant the Gay 


all players to get to bed 
, With a proper breakfast.” 


Il be tough as the tea 
‘drill sergeant 


Helseid: 1 dont rary ped instead of appearing at breakfast. ; 


eet 
ms 


* he will run the daily 
physical training. 


Leave it to the 
cricketers, Pirie 


RUST Gordon Pirie, the Thin Man of Athletics, 


to upset the M.C.C.'s fat cricketers. 
it Gordon so often departs wi 


much of the adulation of his man 


Why ts. 


th a sour note ? 


y fans. 


Gordon was invited to help the M.C.C. players to 
| get fit aboard the s.s. Canberra. Three days after the 
| party disembarked at Perth, Pirie told Australian 
' reporters that some of our cricketers are unfit and 


paunchy. 


«Some of them have the old-fashioned idea that physical 
fitness Bas nothing to do with cricket and think it better to 


” 


* Jean against. the bar. 


Pirie is a physical fitness fanatic. That’s okay for Gordon 


if he likes it, but } doubt if many © 


ur ericketers would 


benefit by adopting the runner’s punishing training schedule. 


- “And it doesn’t follow that fat 


| The late - lamented Patsy 
Hendren Was among the greatest 
“batsmen of his.day, despite 4 
paunch. 2 


Colin Cowdrey isn’t a thin 
man, but what a great fielder 
he is 

Pirie seems to forget that he 
is built like a greyhound. 
Other sportsmen are built like 
St. Bernards or bull-dogs or 

| even dachshunds ! pt 
| -“As for our, cricketers taking 
| a. drink aboard ship, we 


; with that? good,” . said the professional 4 
wieiie shoulan’t be. concerned athlete. who put the cricket ‘half-hour. 
so long. as: nobody insists that tourists through their training t - 
| be should take up drinking. paces during the sea voyage to © Irrepressible 
| All that matters is that ed Australia. : i ee 
Dexter, England’s skipper. 36 “At least five or six mem- Freddie ‘Trueman, 


atisfied with his men. 
2 After all, the M.C.C. are in< 


Australia to play 
not to compete in the marathon 
| of the Empire Games at Perth! 


MCC’s Guilty 
Men—Pirie 


GORDON PIRIE said in Mel- 
pourne to-day that he was 
not worried about any resent- 
ment by members of the MCC 
team over his’ comments on 


‘their lack of enthusiasm for 


physical fitness. ; 
“1 only spoke for their own 


bers of the England team really 
need a shake-up to make them 
realise their responsibility to 
their -country.—B.U.P. 


| 


pies Sahota i 


TRUEMAN 


From IAN WOOLDRIDGE 


Aboard S.S. Canberra in 


Indian Ocean, Tuesday. 
Gordon | 
Pirie is in the process of © 


FITNESS fanatic 


producing the toughest 
M,C.G. team ever to invade 
Australia.. S 


But you would hardly suspect it - 


if you saw- the. majori 


What began with a 


invitation ~ by captain “Ped: ; 


Dexter has now developed into 


an agonising twice-daily train- 


known to cricketers. : i 


This. morning they had to-run- 


six times round the ship—two 
miles—in a temperature 


853i degree ~ 


Tug strike 


Cold:eyed Pirie had no mercy even 


“on Freddie Trueman, who 


started last. and fell farther and . 


farther behind. ; G 
\Some: players, I suspect, would be 

near high-sea rautiny if Dexter 

were less of a disciplinarian. 
But Dexter leads them enthusi- 


asti¢ally and cheerfully endures. 


Pirie’s promise : “ You will feel 


even worse in the next three 


days, but then you will begin to 
understand what real fitness 
means.” : 


Players are relieved that the game- 


in Colombo tomorrow means & 
Pirie-less day—unless the tug- 
men’s lightning strike, whic. 

started there today, means -the 
fixture has to be cancelled. 


“Gordon Pirle 


‘irrepressible as 


the © sergeant - major’ 
eye when 
gave signs of wilting. 


2 of. 


today. 
gave the team the works 
in a first no-holds- - 
barred physical jerks 


ever 
| particularly came under 


enthusiasm © 


But Freddie got his- 


invitation to put E ’s cri 
a tough physic Wining cou ae through fo sg ~ His farewell gesture to amateur athletics was to the players sagging in arm. 
se in the nine | GORDON PIRIE . smear. the sport he had enjoyed and to destroy cursing the fate that : 
j ve: ee \ - Pirie on the same ship, 


rh 


| 


Ss 


his 


a8 i) Fj b own back during a 
Bee NOW odicatad contain | knees bend session. ‘ 
eee [ have every ieee : 

‘ i eve 3 

THIS STATEMENT cor idence in the pard, he quipped: 
FROM \~an, iron-hara *you do this for 


do it for thee on Sun- 


. 4 
| { 
| EGortion now and I will 


| day!” 


a 


; RED (Fearsome) |! th 

IR a € e world’s. athleti ¢ 
ne LC RAR like his | England’s cricketers hes acdine 

Mi. .C. colleagues aboard the | them tough.- : 
ustralia-bound ss. Can- And here Gordon (Fearsome) 
berra, is getting. fit the | Pitle pats a few unnecessary 
| Gordon (Puff-puff bars inches around the middle - o! 
puff) Pirie | ¢ lenot 

way. Re ga Trueman. 
irie holds a daily g s nessage ts: plain; ** More 
of exercises as riccrins ap thoes Wark <Yel, Fred: before you start 


that made him the iron-man :of ia Birra thunderbolts at 


A\\\ AM 


You're excused P.T, for a 
week—Pullar's doing extra 
; press-Ups., 


“yf 1 wasn’t in such 
awful shape Yd punch 
him on the nose ——~~ 


“Pirie has “kindly volun- 
teered to get him fit 
aqain.” 


"| just can't wait to get 


Sef moving | Freddie Trueman 


Pirie at the nets 


GORDON PIRIE has 
put his foot in it 
again. 

After criticising ath- 
letes who, he alleged, 
had accepted cash pay- 
ments, and then lashing 
out at the England 
cricketers, he is now in 


trouble for offering cash 
himself. 

Linda Knowles, 16- 
year-old schoolgirl high- 
jumper, has reported 
Pirie to England’s 
women’s team manager, 
Maria Hartman, for 
making her a financial 


“From J. L. MANNING, Perth, Sunday 
NE more — cash - paid 
_* indiscretion by Gordon 
‘Pirie and he will be chucked 
‘out as an Empire Games 
‘commercial TV commentator 
‘as fast as he was cast aside 
by England’s cricket team. 
There is no intention of letting 


3 MILES 

Gordon Pirie summed up the first 2 miles 
of this event, which was to have been the 
greatest 12-lap race of all time, as the dullest 
exhibition of top class running he had ever 
seen. As Gordon has done a little running 
himself. I can only second his opinion. I realise 
that it was hot, yet a first mile of 4.35 and a 
second of 4.43 was very slow indeed. 

For the record, the early “pace” was set oy 
Pat Clohessy. who alternated in the lead with 
Alby Thomas, K. Keino and Eddie Strong. The 
latter was in charge until the middle of the 
10th lap. when Bruce Kidd shot ahead in a 
bid to break up the field. However, with title 


PIRIE DOES IT AGAIN! 


inducement to appear 
on television. 

Pirie is in Australia 
as a television commen- 
tator on the Common- 
wealth games. 


Miss- Knowles, of 
Hornchurch, Essex, 
realised that her 
amateur status would. 
be lost if she accepted’ 
cash or even a present, 
and told her team 
manager. : 


WUMELE Miiwks 


- Yow ye nothing to lose but your tums 


intial dan AS 
ous aaa caso ‘ 


him upset the happiest, best 
‘presented and most thoroughly 
organised festival of sport I have 
‘ever attended. 


_ After” 10,000 volunteers raced 
torrential rain here today to spring- 
‘clean the streets of Perth, Pirie remained 
‘the only bushfly to be swatted. And he 


Was. 
i \ ’ . Hf Tulloh. running on his own pair of tough 
Wee You rea heel ‘ soles, had trailed the field for most of the 
beh : journey and now tried to exploit his finishing 
* “Miss Marea. Hartman “manager of power. For a while silver glittered in front of 
‘England’s women athletics. team, told me him, but in the last 40y he was passed by 
jshe had asked for Pirie to be banned as a Clarke on the outside and Kidd on the inside. 
‘correspondent if he makes another approach Seeing that Clarke had established a 3-4y lead, 
‘to an, athlete to appear on Games TV Kidd gave in content with 3rd. 

‘programmes. . Halberg’s last lap was estimated at a shade 
"She decided this after hearing Pirie’s explana- inside 53.8, the last mile in about 4.15. After 
‘tion of a report by 16-year-old Linda Knowles— the race he waved to the crowd, then ran to 
Hornchurch, Essex, European bronze medal high the fence to kiss his wife and 2-year-old 
jumper—that he had asked her to appear on TV daughter Greta . 
Set _.. allegedly for “pocket money.” ~ : 


holder Murray Halberg close on his heels and 
the rest, like a pack of wolves. hot in pursuit, 
he failed to achieve his object. Had Kidd main- 
tained that burst for another 30-40y he might 
have made it. 

So the field continued its merry way past the 
bell in 12.40. With about 330 to go, Halberg 
took off. He sprinted right away from the field 
and there was nothing that anyone could do 
about it. The only ones who kept really going 
were Kidd, Bruce Tulloh and Ron Clarke, 
who had run a “quiet’’ race until the last 300y. 


ill, for sure, sweat as you bend and stretch, and a 
tril in your muscles will make them stiff and ignaereet 
To avoid this, wear a track suit and if you want to Z 
trim and neat, wear Gordon’s own, specially iter, ig 
light-weight, figure-enhancing, leisure suit from ‘; +) 
Red trimmed with blue, or navy trimmed with white. Buy 


ac them direct from Gordon Pirie. 
Howard Grey 4 


i i ffy; your 
looking—and feeling? Eyes pully, 

Ho Thick bit patty too? ‘Vision wobbly? Have you 
tear et i your feet? If you've eet — 
in hand. And who 
than No, you need to be taken in wae 
beens to do the taking deg res ST Ge ae 
Gordon, who’s been in the ess ae ee ee ced poke 
now making a business of fitness an Bee ek bye 
geries of schedules which he claims can peed 2 
i “aged or old with equal ease for equ : 
ye ene i d is out. In comes 

touching, according to Gor on, 1s 2 
Piss preathiiig, mobility and isometric (that fools you) 


; ip- thletic 
i |, Murray Halberg (NZ) exercises and, if you want or in absolute tip-top a 

Thi ; rial yt a ay Halberg (NZ) . ce exercises . ; 
tctarosd Pepmations to Toba ms pon te (Aus) ....... peerage madam) are probably panecing fat ae 
amaterr status. as a @ : sons ais ‘wor a ibcontiecwe ining lungs. With four-fifths of your ae to ides eee 
lpitle tiled to ee mee mais 5. Albert Thomas (Aus) idle, coll jeigeniee aa eg caiosated and you feel flat and 
joke 1 told bin what Tinde wae 6. Eddie Strong (Eng) ................. 3:41. stream isn’t sufficiently o*y8 
only 16 and to have that sort of 7, P. Clohessy (Aus) 13:42.0; 8, D. Ibbotson 


joke made. him a heel. 

“We had. a good row and I 
at, once told: my team:-they were 
‘not to talk to him, reported it to 
England’s: headquarters, warned 
other team managers and asked 
for his Press pass to. be with- 
drawn if he approaches any 
other ‘athletes’ for TV  inter- 


i : irie’ dules and your blood 
h? A few weeks of Pirie's sche 
ok will be flowing bright and clear, and your figure 
i ert to its normal shape. : ’ : 
ee eet muscle tone Gordon has devised pee fe 
which the body provides its own pestet es, aoe net ‘ nee " 
itting at your desk, in a Car, OF ev j 3 
“oe ‘nie ane mex time you want to ease the strain after 
a couple of solid hours desk-crouching: 


(Eng) 13:44.0; 9, J. Anderson (Eng) 13:44.0; 
10, A. Anentia (Ken) 13:47.0; 11, K. Keino 
(Ken) 13:50.0; 12, A. Cook (Aus) 14:17.0; 13, 
* a (Ken) 14:33.0; 14, A. Fyfe (Gib) 
5:47.0. 


RP behind your head. Force 
ther Still sitting, clasp your hands ount of 
besser were witne: of Pirie’ PIRIE IN AUSTRALIA. your head back and pull your arms forward to eee able 
“joke,” but Brian ‘Treasure, ROFESSIONAL running authorities _ in six. Ab, happy relief. And it's on ties are based. All 
programme director of the TV P Australia are hoping to induce Gordon common-sense stuff that Pirie’s sc 
station employing him for the 


‘Pirie, who is living in a. Melbourne suburb, 
Ito race as a “pro” this season. Gordon wants 
‘a solid guarantee—£A1,000, I understand. . 

Professional running is a pretty “dead” affair 
‘nowadays, and confined mostly to Victoria. It 


Games ,said: 


“I shall look into this. If 
Pirie made -this approach it 
was unauthorised and in no cir- 
cumstances do we allow athletes 


you need is 2 gns., and the strength of will to he 
out when-you’ve bought them. For enecuregem a, 
has devised simple control tests with ore ance 
show how you're shaping. When you've achie y 


ly do the minimum 
lf-chosen fitness goal, you need only 
i lacks “name” runners; and anyway, people self-ct q 
< i in it to standard. 
veto lena ieee Pe thet ean : {just are not interested in it. exercise to keep you up 
manager.” j 


| This season there has popped up a good 
miler Gif times are to be believed) in Harry 
Downes, from Portland, Victoria. Harry, in his 
home town on December 29th, won a mile 
lhandicap from the scratch mark in 4:04.0, 
‘setting a “world pro record”. The old mark 
‘was 4:06.2 by Peter Sheales in 1961. i 

A clash between Pirie and Downes might 
attract a few thousand, if staged in one of the 


SS OF Re 


To get your own personally initialled leather bound 
Fitness Schedules, write to Gordon Pirie (pine) a 
Purley, Surrey. Twelve weeks of regular exercise sets ee 

: as . w 
figure to be proud of ... Pirie 1s now } ng 
atte Gor the Road schedules to bring Lente ae ae 
to drive. When these are ready they will be : 
coal subscribers. That’s why the schedules are 1n @ loose 


leaf binder. @ eee 


LSAT ee GENT Topeak Le ae | 


Gordon Pirie School of Athletics 


CLUBS - SCHOOLS - COLLEGES - UNIVERSITIES 


Appointments are now being arranged for personal visits to be made 
during 1964. Applications for lectures. ne 
attendances should be received 
tion. 


demonstrations, periodical 


Wiggs, claim 


as soon as possible. Fees upon applica- 


Edited by 
HARRY LANGTO 


BE swa rthy gentle- 


PRIVATE 


Individual Training Schedules arranged and supervised over any 
: 2 g : ver any 
period. Kindly apply with fullest deta 


ils of your requirements for 
Gordon Pirie’s | Pr 


personal attention. Entrance Fee £2 2s. Od. and 10s. 6d 
per month for duration of person . 


4 man with sunglas se 

grey woolly, and can 
handled umbrella 

on stage atthe 


City Stadium, Lo 
“T'm not his coach. No, 
me. ..call me his adviser. 
GORDON PIRIE leaned 
the word delicately, w 
examining at close r: 
the features of his runner: 
MIKE WIGGS who had 
just. cantered three miles 
perilously close to a worl 
record. , Boi 
Until Pirie, helped by a discreet 
push or two, had» arranged 
himself at the’ centre ‘of 'dis- 
Se ea : cussion,, Wishes had» been 
: : see PRES Pie aes : explaining ‘his remarkabli 
ir ceemnrarae pT Ee : 13min. 16.6sec.. trot with some 
E : modesty. Once Gordon was'at! 

Wiggs and Pirie after the brisk three miles at White City. the heart of the: matter th 


al supervision, 


For Ladies and Gentlemen not activel 
prepared the nationally advertised e 
send for Brochure. 


engaged in Athletics we have 
Xecutive Fitness Schedules, Please 


SPORTSWEAR 


The new Gordon Pirie Track 


and Leisure 


also Gordon Pirie 


rack Shoes are featured ina t 


ly designed range of sportswear. 


Available in the Spring. 


RUNNING WILD. Gordon Pirie’s auto 
at 10, 6. © celebrate the commencement 0 
being given to all who make 


eee 
y (21/-) on sale for Christmas 
icenr a school an autographed free copy j 
application to join the school before 20th : 


S 
December. 


Enquiries and applications ; — 


The Secretary, GORDON PIRIE (Fitness) Ltd., Purley, Surre INTRODUCE THE 


ON MPIC 


Saxonclad know-how plus personal 
styling by Gordon Pirie have com- 
bined to produce this advanced 
conception in design. 


imperious wave of the/hand at: 
the other three-mile runners in* 
the Southern championship. |. 
“Look at them!’ A ‘lot of) 
hacks! Running around all. 
winter—and where has it zo 
them?” 4) 


The insults 


| Wiggs of the cat eyes and Herb 
Hy lliott physique, grinned, © ~~ 


(“There is no one to touch him! 
; over a mile in this country,, 
; and only Bruce Tulloh can giye: 
| © him a race over: three miles,”” 
| said Gordon, warming up. $3 
|“ He does the work, I'give advice, 
t- Sometimes I insult him. That’s 
why he’s a bit distant now and 
then. But it works: Look, at) 
Herb | Elliott Without © his. 
coach Percy Cerutty he was use- 
iess. | Useless ! | 
“Do. you know,” said . Pirle, 
“there was an official out 
there today who stopped ;me 
shouting acon lap. times. 
Nonsense beast By, 74 
“J. have run at the White City 
and always had the lap times 
called. . The Russians do. it? 
But this is Britain ‘with sits 
traditions to uphold.” With a 
smile . like a - sabre-toothed 
crocodile he gestured in’ the 
genet direction of official- 
om. 


, Pirie and the His ambition 


teaching or gymnastics. 
Wiggs, whose time was only a 


. ‘Helancy. BRI 
e 
split second outside Pirie’s best 


= ] i 
OTHER STYLES ARE AVAILABLE oir he Call { ey ate ae aS 


The Olympic tailored ‘slim-line’ 
Suit can be used equally well for 


IN BRI-NYLON FROM ONLY 5 GNS. 5,000 mefres 80d) ene sent 


SEND FOR NEW 1965 ILLUSTRATED 
BROCHURE (PRICES ARE DOWN) 


All garments in the 
Saxonclad range are 
also available in 
women’s sizes 


metres in the Tokyo Olympics. 
} “He can beat Halberg and: run 


: . See i 2 2 LJ ; 3 : 

; . j i in. 56sec. mile,” inserted’ 
Training for Tokio—medal hope Anne Smith with her coach.'. a, min. 56se ‘ 
Wiggs the pupil looked at Pirie 

koothe master he now  se¢ms 


of ~~. destined to outshine. “In top: 
Grae training together—Gordon Pirie ein nobody Res a ee 
Sei sia AU ‘ > sal -year-O ‘ 

and Anne asia i te re aie : Every fo rerec a6 year es 

hi on allowed- to coach in» kick them.” , 

ee =the! t- could be that Pirie will kick 
okio. ‘Wiggs to something the master 
Auburn-haired Anne, 22-year-old-London could never achieve himself 


schoolteacher and Britain's bef-ever)* © * 2% Olympic gold medal. 
Helanca. , at the 800 metres, says she owes. her 


success to Pirie—but the Women’s 


. > 
BRI- F AAA have banned him from advising 
: her during the Olympies, - - 


Jill then, however. Pirie stays in charge. 


A completely new 
method of manufac- 
ture produces the 
Sprinta at less than 
5 5oz. Designed by 

Gordon Pirie, with 

| GORDON PIRIE SPRINTA ff remartatie biending 
| of strength with 


*Other shoes in the Gordon Pirie range Beinh aac tac 


} 

{include the Strida Track Shoe, Cross with the super slim 
| Country and Supa Traina. Write for f@ steel spikes. ‘ 
4. Leaflet to:- RETAIL 97,6 PAIR 


eens anmeogg a renee ane 


| AS Sy eel By hy cae ee 


| 
| 


pe a ten 


} 


_ BOARD 
SECRETARY 
CRUMP: 
. Requires 
fitness 
proof 
from 
~ Tulloh 


C 


By TERRY O'CONNOR 


ORDON PIRIE last night made 
_\4 one of his characteristic outbursts, 
| blasting Britain’s athletic selectors 


Tokio 


team 
els 


over their Olympic team choice. 


Pirie hit out on behalf of the athletes who 
‘face further weeks of agony wondering what 


they must do to earna trip to Tokio. 
Bruce Tulloh, Mike Wiggs, David Jones, Peter Rad- 
€ among those still to gain 


‘ford and John Boulter ar 


-+ places. 


Pirie, a controversial ath- 


jlete who ran in 


; Olympic Games and won a 
Silver medal in the 5,000 
metres in’ Melbourne in 1956, 
1S NOW a coach. He said: 

“Team manager Pat Sa 


repeatedly condemned 
running. and called for 


aggression and domination 
it is the back runners who have 
been favoured by the selectors. 

“In future I will tell athletes 
not to worry whether they take 
, Providing 


five minutes for a mile 
they win.” 


It is natural Pirie should be 
bitter by the non-selection of his 


protégé Mike Wiggs, 


front running has helped so 
many athletes achieve fast times 


this season. 


He is also staggered by the 


Nomination of Ulsterman 


Graham for the 5,000 metres 
Pirie is right. There is no logi 
to the preference of Graham 


Over Wiggs. 


Admittedly Graham has two 
800d times this season but both 
were run behind Southern Irish- 


man Tom O’Riordan. 


Demands 


selectors 


Ron Clarke to a new 
world record ?. Yes, it is 


y 


Britain’s Gordon Pirie. 


~ 


HELSINKI, Wednesday.— 
Australian Ron Clarke 
continued his ‘racing 
conquest of the world 
tonight when he sliced 
1.6 seconds off the world 
record for the _ 10,000 
metres. _Clarke’s time: 
28min. 14sec. 

In the past 12 days Clarke 
has lowered the world mark 
for the three miles twice, the 
5,000 metres, and now the 
10,000 metres. 

Clarke, running tn ideal 
conditions at Turku near 
here, lowered his own record 
by L.6see. set up in Melbourne 
in December 1963, { 


* 


Clarke who finished ninth 

in the 5,000 metres in-last 
year’s Tokyo Olympics, also 
holds the world record over 
six-and 10 miles. 
@ AT HOME Mike Wiggs ran 
the fastest three miles in 
Britain this year when he 
won the Thames -- Valley 
Harriers championship in 
13min. 23sec. at Alperton, 

Wiggs, who did. a. four- 
minute mile on. Saturday, 
said: “1 can’t. wait to 
annihilate Bruce Tulloh: and 
his record.” ; i 


LOOK WHO'S cheering — 


ee 


Now Clarke ¥ > choice 


Louis Martin . é 
Robbie Brig! 


Ken Matthews, 


From left 


shatters 


pate 


- : ; ht e B s: h is of 
Mary Rand and Robbie brights 
John Surtees, Terry Downes, Janet Simpson,,.Gordon Eile Beryl Burton,, pict ia 


~ a 


a Clarke leads a lapped "runner during the world-record 


10 000m of 28min 14sec in Turku. Man shouting lap-time is Gordon Pirie 


oraon ririe 
coaches 
winners with 


rHBHt dbiUso = Ulel 
Danube—hby Pirie 


By ROBERT TREVOR 


ordon Pirie; today revealed his escape from 

Russian tanks across the “Danube at Bratislava. = 

Pirie, one of Britain’s greatest athletes was on 

holiday with his wife Shirley and two children when 
RE EEE the Red Army invaded. 


“He arrived home in Surrey 
at-5 o’clock this morning. 
* We. decided tO. move on 


The money. wallet, 
and. other 


Wednesday when it-all began,” straight © 
he ‘said. *“and -had to- drive allowed to 
alongside columns cf Russian Games." 
armour-to reach Bratislava. It 
took. hours. 

“When we reached .Brati- « 
slava.*. the Russians. were | 


guarding the bridge over the 
Danube. We waited for three’ 
hours, . : 

“Once we scooted for cover 
as. guns opened up. 

“Czech students were march- 
ing through the streets wit 
flags and slogans. They clam- 


bered onto Russian vehicles— 

and suddenly 2 melee developed. 

‘Sped for me 

our lives’ é rumpus—Anne Smith and her coach, Gordon Pirie, ahi 
peat nae ROR OnE ine out sightseeing and checking a point with 6 


bridge moved to the trouble 
spot. By ‘this time several tour- 
ists. had gathered near the 


da ughter, 


: i est, ; : 
policeman in Budap agrawal means that another girl has 


‘fnissed the opportunity of Tepre- 


bridge. oat “6a i itain’ here. : 

silts the. may io, Austria ot From PETER WILSON) siti cpt whether she will ay 
suddenly opened temporarily, ; ae : . her .coun ; 
we Herneaiy formed cain? iene Budapest, Monday pick = ee 3 = 
and sped for our lives before | British peas = ‘ -<< Hartman told: me 
the Pee returned. | Be: aecind a Gordon Pirie, for a 

“I had spent a | ime } <e eeu ~ rel_in 
with Emil Zatopek ara our ~ 80 Gordon Pirie, had heen involved ee | ee Borie wees stay. : 
stay. On Saturday he was in. the 880 an’ argument with officials there. | athletes” village: with his. wife ane, 
playing with the kids. We were of the Euro= | She sent a telegram to Miss Be children. They were-allowed, to stays 

Se Beart eS : > $ a i 
ais hee was’ freedom in the _ a ins. man ‘yesterday Fer Sent rte sane fo find other accom 
air and people were laughing mpionships OM | ‘austria, saying she was se modation. 
in the sun. Hy She . would. be | way home with Pirie and: his w =. : ht 
: : | : 5 Unbeaten over 800 metres ie Ugly Scene 
‘Like Hitler's | her time. «+ | yards in gurone for frog NSS | 
yen mi Sasi j 
hordes ’ artman, manager Of | 57,°°3.05_—of the thirty-three girls on erhas equal 


women’s team, told 
ht: “Even if she turned 
Hehe couldn't run. I have 
n her name from the 
Aships and, as far as I 
erned, she is out.” 

th walked out of the 
fflage after her coach, 


* But Zatopek told me the | 
Russians would not allow this. | 
to continue. Prophetic words. -; 
He was right. | 

“Now the world should ban | 
the Russians and their hench- 
men from the Olympics. What 
they have done is brutal. 

“They threatened to boy- 
cott the Olympics over South 
Africa—yet they are now in a 
worse position. The free world 
should ban them. 

“They. are like Hitler’s 
hordes, It’s the Czechs today, 
and if ‘they get away with this 
they’ll be everywhere tomor- 
row. 

“I was in Melbourne when 
they sacked Budapest. And if 
I had been aware of what they 


’ ROLL MEETING PROMOTERS & 


entered for the 800 metres here. reser: years; 


@ ief rivals, Hungary's 0 
rote Nagy: ak today: “Tt is too | European records. this year, 


i Common- 

early. departure. |" But she failed at the eS 
i nie fell be se me for | wealth Games in Jamaica where shi 
Ue a leg arentin es 2 Per also *Tavolved in a rather ugly. 


i 

é ig bitter about |scene with a Jamaica 

ers Har stonishing walk-out. | going to the aid Ce evartre ma 
wits ok Anne J am so concerned | mates who had collap 


about,” she said. “Bub her with- | of a race. 'p IRIE DENIES 
HE PACED 
ANNE SMITH 


Daily Telegraph Reporter 
Gordon. Pirie, the athlete, 
denied yesterday that he had 
given undue help.to Anne Smith, 
25, of Mitcham AC, who was dis- 
| qualified after running fourth in 
| the Southern. women’s — Cross- 
country championship at. Enfield 
: on Saturday, The rules of ath- 
| Jetics forbid pacing by non-com- 

petitors. 3 
Pirie said there was prej 


FER 


OCK ” 


udice ToTaL 


PIRIE 


GORDON PIRIE jis to be 

offered a thousand dollar 
race against Swedish 1,500 
metres champion Dan Waern. 


The 2£357-fer-victory offer 
comes from a firm of Stock- 
holm. professional sporis pro- 
moters who want to inciude 
this one-mile two-man race 
in an evening of assorted 
entertainment—other features 
will be boxing and a rock ‘n’ 
roll demonstration—in Stock- 
foim’s Olvmouic Stacium tater 


A £357 


by Ross McWhirter 
Federation, will shatter Herb 
Elliott's world mile mark of 


3min, 54.5sec. 


Pirie, who was excluded from 
the British teams that lost to 
West Germany and Poland, 
told me to-day “=! have not yet 
heard anything about. this.” 

He went on, “! am returning 
to Sweden on Monday and 
hope, if permission is granted, 
to run at Malmo on Tuesday 


eS Ae | Pema ec ncctesewa has YR ate 


RACE 


against the Russians on Sep- 
temver 19. 


Pirie, who says that this Lon- 
don meeting would be his fare- 
well, is well aware that to run 
against Waern for prize money 


would mean the immediate end 
of his long amateur career. 


Waern is faced with a tax bill 
for double the amount of his 
arrears. Swedish authorities are 
claiming £16,100 for the years 
1959 and 1960. Waern has said 


Seas somta 2 


‘against ‘Miss Smith, whom he 
coaches. ‘There is no right of, 
appeal and nothing. we can do, 


because there is no democracy 
in athletics.” 

Miss Smith, European = half- 
mile record holder, said the dis- 
qualification was“ ridiculous.” 
She had seen Mr. Pirie only once 
during the race, when he was 
standing 20 yards from her. 

Mr. Frank Swallow, the referee 
said: ‘‘Stewards all round the 
course complained about Mr, 
Pirie’s pacing.’ Miss Mabel Cot- 
‘ton, thampionship secretary, said 


alea 


——_ 


P FREE! 


An RATT TATE ram 


3 areeeenreeaeroatenenmnnn sre teen 1h 


ORIE. "RING entails racing 
round a number of concealed check 
points in wooded country, finding the 
way by accurate use of map and 
compass. Gordon Pirie, Britain’s most 
successful orienteer (i left), runs. flat out, 
keeping check on his course with : 
compass in his right hand and map in 
his left, counting every pace as he goes 


HARES ALWAYS LOSE 
IN ORIENTEERING — r a 


eek Express Staff Reporter | GORDON PIRIE | Ji’s called orienteering, and everybody can take part —from 


the five-mile course at 
(ORDON PIRIE, 37, ex-holder of five world | WINS ‘KING OF pour he ae 
_ ~ records, Olympic silver medallist, and now a LET OMEL VOUS 


“e . s ! ? 
professional athlete who is barred from competing FOREST? RACE 
in British athletics, dons a British tracksuit again Gordon Pirie the athlete, yes- 
ter ay won the individua seni 4 
today. : : a) i men’s -event in the British Gren: 4 3 Ld , 
He is leading the first British team to compete in eat nade te ate ad a ° l S 
4 . . > . . : hationa ent | } y : , 
the world orienteering championships which take championship hal one mediate ; a 1e i i ld ; 
place in a Scandinavian forest 100 miles south-east | ford, Staffs; as jem i 
pee o -_-___ of Stockholm this weekend. | Borest " pophy Nae ean ae 
These championships create | Ihr 50min 7sec, nearly ‘seven \ bg 
as much interest in Sweden. as {| minutes ahead of his nearest 
the Cup Final in Britain. Up to | tival exes the 12km _ course L 1 
now the sport of orienteering is eer Ose _eanOCe Sass. MS 8 
hardly known in Britain, but it 2. AS We Jutfielders) Ihr 57min 3sec: te tabs ‘ 


(Royal Marines) th 


will not be long before we are 
staging the world championships 
ourselves. 


By TERRY O’CONNOR 


; von the inaugural British 
is a champion again. He won ,. Pirie, 
GORDON HUE he hip at Hamsterley Forest, Durham, seteuiay, Bie, 
vow 36: finished ia Lhr. 5lmin. 50sec. He has lost none 0 § 
now 36, 3 


5 : 
mination which marked his performances on 


to six years ago. 
Behind Pirie were such 


1, Mrs. H. Hill 
¢ rs) Ihr 27min 53sec; 
McNeili_ (Devizes) Ihr 28min 
ge _D. Price (Edinburgh 
Orienteering Club) hr 33min 


Great skill coraimina “G-8.) ihe Tana Metts? 

- - ves z1lasg Vv yers i - 

“Orienteering 1s Britain’s ing Club) Thr Smin 29sees) 3. AS “p. 

newest and fastest-growing sport,” es (Godalming G.S.) ‘lhr 16min 
says Chris Brasher who, together 


with. many of Britain’s leading 
ex-athletes like Pirie, Bruce Tulloh, 


he world’s athletic tracks up 


INTERMEDIATE WOMEN: 1, “Miss > J. 
(Devizes) Thr 36min’ 38sec; 2. 
<. Lovick (Octavian Droobers) 1hr 
llsec: 3, Miss .S. A. Jones 


sec. 


(Teignmouth G.S_.) lhr 43min 2sec. j 
; Martin Hyman, and John Disley, is sRinetne i : ; - i hris , 
GORDON PIRIE a passionate devotee. e agtore inn Semin Stee: “2 he" Cafe famous Oa ae see 
- +. Challenging the dest “It’s like a car rally without a 3. E. Ostle (Halesowen OC) ee, ses: Brasher, John  Disiey 


coool Ch Car. We charge around the woods 
of Britain looking for red and white 
ags. ; ‘ 

~ “Tt sounds mad but it is a 
Sport of great skill like trying to 
solve a. crossword. puzzle while 
running. around Hyde Park.. 

. “Tt-all depends on: navigation. 
and when you find a control first 
time you get the satisfaction that 
Sir Francis Chichester must have 
felt when he sighted Cape Horn 
looming out of the mist. 

“It's a sport for everyone from 
eight to 80 years old, a sport in 
which the intelligent. tortoise will 
always beat the hare.” 

In Scandinavia, where orienteer- 


international distance 
runner Martin Hyman. Nor- 
wegian Knut Kjemhus was 


second. 
Speed is only a contributory 
factor in orienteering as Si 
rate map and compass rea ay i 
can Save the time and legs 
the non-athletic. Kne j 
John Rix, one of Pirie's Pat 
gies, who ran a mile — ae ine 
38sec. on Saturday, finishe 
an hour behind his tutor. 
Yesterday's course | 1n- ah a 
5,000 acres of woodland was soe 
| oh exceptionally difficult ee sgn 
| which added ‘to, the prob Oy 
| the competitors who had_ te 


ing is more popular. than either | ‘ats over’ the 6}-mile 
| R s over 

athletics or cross-country, they are | 12, checkpors 
very surprised at the speed ; ishi 
wee sien’ ne Flouris ng ial Phe British team that com- 
up e finer nts of the —- (SE: sard is essentia , , 
sport. 8 A fully Sar Reais; marked peied in the recent World 

“ r : = an ne ag, vere x “hs * j i 
to rest merase by a red and white fla Aiwite Orienteering Championships im 


found in a. dry gully, a 


bee hcl _ oft: Gordon 
pion when he’ is eight or nine,” Bene and a quarry. ss veden. From left: Gore 
Says Aage Hadler, 24-year-old one Tee pioneered by the es 28th), Geoffrey Peck 
Norwegian who is the reigning he Se eae 40 years ago but Pirie (28th), - ) 

world champion. ‘But Gordon, Swedes ly in the past few years ; 19th), Hazel Hill, Anthony 
who only ‘started three years iG. AS 20D to flourish here. { ’ 


that it has begun 


e . hy, 
300. took part in the Walker (S2nd), Pat) Murphy 


ago, is a real threat. 


Nearly aw ene — Neill 
Booming ; Mente eee aa Peter Simpson, Carol eae 
te vents 3 ys : ‘ole (G5 . jue 
eae 5-000 participate every week-. Michael Wells-€ ole (35th) u 
| _ He is not expected to beat oi S es 2 caar this number : 1 (51st) 
| Hadler, but he will beat the end. Wane a pen Bone, Jonathan Thomson (5150, 
Eastern European athletes from should haye: Coun irie. Lhr. 1 Tuck (manager). 
Hungary, East Germany, Bul- SENIOR.—Men 4-59 and Rod Tu 
garia, and Czechoslovakia. 2 : 2 
There are no Russians entered RMEDIATE.—Men 2 1. Smith. 


‘Women: | 1- 


ey 
competing in world champion- 
ships funtil they are good 
enough to get into the top six. 
The sport is booming east. of 
the Iron Curtain, but they 
suffer from the fact that ail 
large-scale: maps in their’ coun- 
tries are classified as. military 
secrets. 
The-four British gifs in the | 
team, -which*<has < been spon- | 
| sored by Glaxo - Laboratories, | 
| are as enterprising a bunch as | 
you, will find anywhere in the. | 
| world :— 


‘Teams.—Men : Southern Navigators. 


PAGE -26. DAILY MIRROR, Saturday, September: 1, 1979 
Gordon Pirie, today Britain’s most : 2 i y — ) 
successful orienteer, told me: “I was in 
Sweden this summer and ran 22 races 
in 20 days. The top Scandinavians 
hardly -ever make a mistake in their 
_ map reading; it’s second nature to them. 
| They don’t run that fast, but they are 
‘very consistent, while I tend to rocket 
around and make a lot of mistakes.” 
Even so, he and the other members 
of the British team are catching up. 
This summer in the Euro-meeting he 
came seventh and the British team did the. 1956 Melbourne 
better than any other non-Scandina- ; eee Ps age Pe. pOrmpics, 's ac 
vian country, coming fifth in the over- p> “ Re : Been aentie record 


: former world mile record 
holder, is now a portly 
middie-aged businessman, 


Sea Pirie, Multi-world record breaker, Gordon 


| -@ | the third man of that Pirie. Silver medallist 1956 Olympic 


VLADIMIR KUTS, the | 
double gold medallist in 


} 
| 
} 
| 


talented trio who domin- 

| ated middle-distance run- 5000 metres. 
ning 25 years ago, is still 

, a competitive athiete, al- 

Bape | though in his 48th year. 


Leader | 


Be has turned up in} 
Tampere—a town known | 
as the Manchester ar 
See — Finland—to lead the New 
Zealand. team in the} 
world orienteering cham- 
ee pionships and, as usual, 

: Gordon has done it the 
j hard way. 

Some of our young 

ea ae athletes» who are always 

looking for the golden 

handshake and the Rolis- 

Ey Ps | Royee treatment, might 

learn from Pirie’s spar- 
tan attitude. 

For the last -three 
months he has” been 
working in Norway as a 
| lumberjack, to help pay 
for his trip. . } 

“I competed in’ the 
first world orienteering 
championships in Finland 
thirteen years ago,” said 
f Gordon. , 
or “1 had to -compete’. 
ere again this time. I en- 
t joyed this country so 

much when I was an 
bavi Olympic athiete.” 


Gordon wanted to be 

the first to arrite for 

we ya the championships. which 
will comprise’ more than 

200 competitors from 21 

countries. And he was. 


Cyciled 


Be travelled from Nor- 

way to Sweden, crossed 

uy by boat to Turka, a town 
on the west coast of Fin- 
Jand where he had many 
great. runs, and — then 
actually cycled the 100 
miles from Turku to 
be Tampere, where the 
a championships open to- 

morrow. 

Pirie’s cycling time 
from Turku? Just five 
hours. 

No. first-class — hotel 
room either for Gordon 

me Pirie. He has been living 
in a tent. 

Pirie won't win,. but 

tai the Iron Man _ who 
thrilled us 25 years ago 
on the track, is still very 
much a competitor. 


ENDLESS POST MORTEMS take place after a race—Chris Brasher, Chairman of the British Orienteering Federation 
(on the right), Martin Hyman (middle) and Gordon Pirie compare the routes they chose and the mistakes they made. 
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Express Staff Reporter 


EOE ween, tycoons 
e not what the 
used. to beombvin s 
around in clouds. of 
Harans cigar smoke and 
ying a i 
pitts Sizeable 
Now in storms M 
Richard Zanuck; at 33 
the lean Brando-esque 
production head of 
awrpneth Century-Fox. 
e arrived in Rome to 
check _ Progress on his 
Olympics epic, “The 
Games.” And at first 
light next morning took 
his’ stars — Michael 
Crawford, Ryan O'Neal 
re Perri Aznayour— 
ut to e t 
wont rack for a 
With them too went 
the film’s technical 
adviser, Gordon Pirie. 
For Zanuck, the 
morning run was 
routine. Back home he 
does a five-mile daily 
Jog round the studio lot, 
accompanied by. such 
executives as can’t think 
of a decent exeuse. 


and Gordon Pirie 


Zanuck, Ryan O'Neal 


a 


Beste 


sa es A a ci ei ia wt atell id 


(GORDON PIRIE, Britain’s 
celebrated middle- 
distance runner and 
controversial personality 
of 1951-61, — recently 
made a brief visit from 
New Zealand, where he 
still “lives, eats and 
breathes athletics.” 


Now 49, his 6ft lin frame is 
as lean as ever (“TI am still 
at my best running weight of 
10! stones”) but his spikey 
crew-cut has been replaced 
by a. generous length of hair.’ 
The personality, though, is as 
spikey and intriguing, as it 
was 25 years ago. . 

Fit? I'll say I am. I’ve run 200,000 
miles in the past 40 years, and 
} still run for an hour most 
days, four hours sometimes. 

A slow smile, with no trace of 
melancholy, creased his. lined 
face when I explained the diffi- 
culty of finding his room at a 
West London. college. 

“Gordon who?” asked a student 
when I inquired for Pirie’s 
whereabouts. “Is he a new 
teacher or something?” 


Proud memories 


In his day. Gordon. Pirie was 
feared on the major running 
tracks of the ‘world. so what 
are his proudest memories? = 

“Setting a world 5,000 metre 
record and beating. Viadimir 
Kuts in doing so... 

“Running one of the first four- 
minute miles and beating Peter 
SneH... : 

“Bunning against the greatest 
of them all, Zatovek. on- six 
occasions — and beating him 
three times.”- : 

The range of Pirie’s career, and 
its longevity. are thé’ features 
of which he is now most proud. 
“1 was in the British team for 
Jl) years, ‘running everything 
from.800 metres to a world re- 
cord for 20 miles. " 

“Y won the national cross coun- 
try by 1-07 minutes, which was 
then the biggest-ever margin.” 

Pirie’s recent visit to Britain was 
to promote the “Veteran Olym- 
pics” to . be staged -next 
January at Christchurch, New 
Zealand. “ These Veteran 
Games. will be more devil-may- 
care and enjoyable than the 
normal ones. 

competitor in the 100 metres 

will be a: New Zealander whe 

' Jost a leg. from below the knee, 

| at: Tobruk.” 

Pirie did not. always win in his 
heyday, and he was not always 
right ‘in his outspoken com: 
ments. But he did win a lot of 
races, and had a lot ta say 
— some of it probably right. 
Here are his current thoughts 
on jmportant topics. ~~ 


No Moscow 


Should British athletes compete 
at the Moscow Olympics? “ No. 
Athletes suffer from tunnel- 
vision, the same as I did as a 
young man. They think the 

| world revolves around their 

| punning and world _records, 

| rather than morai ethics. One 
day they will realise it 
doesn't.” 4 

How do British athletes of today 

| compare. with your era? 

| “Their times are better, and 
| so they should be. because 
| tracks and-training facilties are 

| better. 4 

“ But -facilities aren’t everything 
and youngsters can be spoiled 
by being spoon-fed. I started 
out with one pair of -R AF can- 
vas: shoes and one pair of PT 

' shorts, 


Pirie in his heyday . i 


weae7ys 


A gs 


beating the Hungarian 


Szabo by 1-200th of a second after two gruelling 
miles in May, 1958. 


“In my day, Britain had a world 
superiority at middle- distance 
—Bannister, Chataway, Brasher, 
Ibbotson and Tulloh.- Now 
British * talent is more. spread 
out. We’ve got a.world class 
shot-putter in Capes; a sprinter 
in Wells.” 


What are your thoughts on Lasse 


Viren, the double gold-medal- 
list af the last two Olympics, 
and the rumours of blood- 
doping? © 

Viren has everybody over a 
barrel because he’s the greatest 
tactician, and not for any other 
reason. They’re all up to some 
medico: gimmick these days, but 
Y’ve never seen a UFO and 
I’ve never known of any blood 
doping.” 

How about amateurism, and the 
so - called sham-- amateurs? 
“ Amateurism never existed, at 
the top, in my time, and it cer: 
tainly doesn’t now. I:can re- 
call one star getting £1,000, 
under the counter, but I didn’t, 
because I was a mug—l just 
wanted to run. 

“T now know of one runner who 
got £20,000 for a race last year, 
and there’s another athlete on 
25,000 Americans dollars a year 
as a retainer from a running 
shoe firm.” 


Equal chance 


Should. athletics follow other 
sports and become Open? 

“The Eastern Bloc countries 
would never agree - because 
then the West would have an 
equal chance. The! Eastern. 
athletes already enjoy all the 
advantages of professionalism 
—facilities, unlimited time off 
for training, rewards of one 
sort or another. 

The top group of West athletes 
are being looked after now, but 
the majority still carry a 
*handicap.” 

What are your thoughts on 
Sebastian. Coe and Steve 
Ovett? ‘Fantastic runners. 
They are managing to do things 
their own. way, too, despite 
the problems British officials 
can put in an athlete's way 


xs 


Pirie today . .. longer 
hair but still. as. deter- 
mined as ever. © 


telling you where and when to 
run, for instance. : 

“You are in amateur, but they 
treat you like an .employee. 
To get your best results, you 
have to be a.free agent.” 

If. you chad your time again, 
would you make it different? 
“Yes. 1 ran too many’races. As 
an animal, man is competitive, 
but you have to curb it — as 
Ovett and Coe are ‘sensibly 
doing» — to get your highest 
results.” : | 

Would you be less’ of a fire- 
brand?“ Not at all. Pm a bail 
of fire as a character, and you 
have to have that to win. Now 
I’m a coach in New. Zealand, | 
and: I'm firing my runners up. 
Coaching is 60 per cent. psycho- 
logical.” 

Our interview over. Gordon Pirie 
loped off into the distance “on 
his. daily running stint. The 
passion ‘he still undoubtertiv 
has is producing winners for 
New. Zealand, What. a_pity he 
seems to be lost to” British 
athletics! 


WHEN LONDON last staged 
the Olympic Games in 1948, it 
introduced to the world a 


| Czechoslovak runner named 


Emil Zatopek, who with an 
apparently agonisin running 
style, but an insatiable appetite 


for world records and Olympic 


| gold medals, soon became a 
| living legend in athletics. 


Next Sunday the great 

zech, above, who is now 65, 
returns to London for the 10th 
edition of Britain’s biggest 
running event, the Sunday 
Times National Fun Run in 
Hyde Park, starting at 10am. 

Emil will be guest starter for 
the men’s and women’s 60- 
and-over event at 3pm — in 


| which he himself would have 


taken part but for illness, 
which brought his own run- 


| ning to a halt last year. 


Among the 245 entrants in 
this star event are two other 
veterans of the 1948 Games, 
Herman Goffberg, an Ameri- 
can who ran against Zatopek 
in the 10,000 metres, and Jack 
Braughton, who was Britain’s 
3,000 metres steeplechase man 


| In those days. 


Also in the field is the event's 


“oldest entrant, 81-year-old 


Will Chapman from 
Borehamwood. The oldest fe- 
male entrant is 78-year-old Ja- 
net Chisholm from Liverpool. 
For what the Fun Run repre- 
sents, of course, is a much 


Zatopek out for fu ) 


} 


wider interest in running — 
embracing people of all ages 
and abilities — than in the days 
when Zatopek was king of the 
track. 


Dramatically illustrating 
that point, London-based 
correspondents of the Soviet 
news agency Tass will report 
on this year’s event as partici- 
pants. 


Their entry owes much to 
Jill Smithies, a secretary at the 
agency’s London bureau and a- 
vereran of the Fun Run, having 
for the last four years entered a 
team representing the high-IQ 
society, Mensa. She told the 
newsmen that the Mensa Mas- 
ochists were just.one of many 
hundreds of teams taking part, 
most of whom had no claim to 
be athletes, with each team 


ae PE 
member running within his or | 
her own age group... 
Accordingly, the correspon- 
dents Igor Peskov and Andrei 
Biryukov were encouraged to | 
add their respective wives and | 
daughters and make up a team | 
with the arresting title of The | 
Russians Are Coming. 


Mr Peskov will also be send- 
ing home a feature report on 
the Fun Run. Modesty may 
forbid him from giving his own 
placing among the 1,321 start- 
ers in the men’s 33-35 event, or 
his colleague's position among 
the 1,705 entrants in the 30-32 
age group. 

Mr Peskov says that he is 
“eager to learn about all as- 
pects of British life”, which in- 
cludes a curiosity about the 
Briton’s traditional enthu- 
siasm for exercise. And he will 
learn more when, next Friday, 
he and Mr Biryukov work out 
with Lizzie Webb, TV-am’s 
exercise expert — the culmina- 
tion of a week in which the 
programme is encouraging 
celebrity Fun Run participants 
to warm-up. 

They will be joined in the 
event by teams from business, 
schools, government offices, 
Sports clubs, villages and pubs. 
— 2,735 groups in all from ev- 
ery walk of life. 


Norman Harris 


ROPPED, banned 


@ HES A FEARLESS FANATIC @ 


and criticised. Gordon 


Pirie could hardly be in more trouble. 
Yet, unrepentant ‘and convinced he’s 
had a raw deal, the turbulent breaker of five 
_World records is training hard for a -triumphant 
farewell appearance in the News of the 
World-sponsored England v. Russia match at 


the White City, London 


“It's the least 1 can do for the British public who 
have supported me so loyally for so many years,” he 


said. “Besides, it won’t do 


my career in a blaze of publicity,” he added with ° 


characteristic frankness. 

What a complex, complicated 
individual this man is. 

in 10 years as a world class 
athlete Gordon has quarrelied, 
criticised, and spoken his 
mind. Colleagues, officials, 
Press and promoters—none 
has escaped. 

Does this then mean that 
he’s thoroughly unpleasant 
and unpopular ? 

Not a. bit. Why even Jack 
Crump, despite his recent 
heated encounter with Gordon, 
would probably agree: “ He's 
a bit difficult at times but 
really a good chap at heart.” 
_But liking him, loathing 
him, or just writing him off 
as an eccentric, can’t alter the 
fact that Gordon Pirie has 
done more. for British ath- 
leties than any other single 
person. © -- P 

INSPIRATION 

1S~ fanatical approach’ to 

training completely revoiu- 

. tionised middle and long 
distance running in _ this 
country. His name and per- 
formances. have inspired 
youngsters throughout _ the 
United Kingdom. And he’s 
brought thousands of pounds 
through the turnstiles. 

But, having said all this, 1 
don’t fall. for any of the old 
malarkey about the sacrifices 
he’s made for the sport! 

Anything he’s given up for 
athletics has been for purely 
personal reasons, aimed - to 
further the cause of Douglas 


Alistair Gordon Pirie. 


For the past five years ne 
has been without a regular 
job. Only of course because 
he did not want one. With his 
wife Shirley, a former inter- 
national sprinter, he has 
travelled the world. 

How has he done it ? Mainly 
by shrewd acceptances of ath- 
letics invitations and using his 
international contacts. 


, on Sept. 19 and 20. 


me any harm to finish 


THIS 
MAN 


PIRIE 


He has turned his back on 
first-class business — opyor- 
tunities to become a world- 
wide traveller and to run more 
or less just when and where 
he pleased, © R 
. And he has no regrets. But 
the fact remains that at 30 
vears of age he- has no job, 
no home, and. precious {little 
money in the bank. 


LATE ARRIVAL 


ORDON was sacked from 
the international matches 
against West Germany and 

Poland and had his permission 
fo run in Scandinavia with- 
drawn because of his fate 
arrival in Dortmund from 
rte 

€ reported at 1 p.m. on the 

day of the match instead of the 
Previous night, 

That was bad enough, but 
officials were furious when it 
was discovered that he'd funin 
Stockhoim the previous night— 
his third race that week. But 
let's hope all controversy wili 


be forgotten when Gordon 
finally hangs up his Spikes tis 
Noth Id 

Nothin would be more 
fitting than for him to go 
out us Ke pid of gicry with 

ts) reaking efforts agains 
the Russians. . oe 

Good luck Gordon! 


DOUG WILSON 
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SPORT 


COMPARED with those of golf, tennis, football and 
especially cricket, yesterday’s heroes of track and field 
do not get much recognition. 

But the Italian organisers of these ultra-modern World 
Championships, with that endearing national capacity for 


becoming all heart, just when 
they have been driving -you 
mad, have brought. the past 
back to us. 

More than two score of the 
greatest athletics champions 
and record breakers of all 
time have been in Rome this 
week, invited to celebrate the 
75th anniversary of the In- 
ternational Amateur Athletic 
Federation and remember the 
days when they were young 
and unbeatable. 

Where this reporter was 
fresh-faced, tod, cheering on 
Fanny Blankers-Koen, the fly- 
ing Dutchwoman, over the 
hurdles, and “ hustling Herb ” 
McKenley round the track at 
the 1948 Wembley Olympics. 


Sitting next to me at a gala 
evening was the ever boyish 
Emil Zatopek, winner of the 
5000 and 10,000 metres and 
marathon at the 1952 olym- 
Pics. 


Immortal 


“So many here from the 
family of sport ” said Emil as 
he waved at New Zealand’s 
Peter Snell, middle distance 
record-breaker and ap- 
plauded immortal Americans 
like shot putter Pagch 
O’Brien and sprinter Bob 
Hayes. 

It was Zatopek who will tell 
you of his most valuable 
memory of the 1948 London 
Olympics where he won the 
10,000 metres gold. 


“ After all the killing and 
starvation of the second 
World War, I was so moved 
that the world had come 
together in peace that I de- 
cided I must take part in the 
opening parade’ of the na- 
tions,” he said. 


My officials in our team 
from Czechoslovakia had 
forbidden me to do this. They 
wanted me to rest in the 


village, away from Wembley, 


because I would be racing the 
next day. 

“But on the big day I hid 
amongst our team as we 
marched into the stadium and 
they did not discover me until 
we were almost opposite the 
biggest part of the crowd. 


“St, 


Zatopek 
heads the 
golden 
oldie | 
parade © 


NEIL ALLEN reports frem Rome 


“Emil, Emil’ they called. 
‘You must not be here.’ I said 
to them, very strong, ‘Be 
quiet, The King George is 
looking at us’.” 

Mere ‘youngsters’, like our 
Olympic winners,: Lynn Da- 
vies and Mary Peters, have 
been here, too, marvelling 
that the company should 
include Kitei Son, the 1936 
Olympic Marathon winner, 
and Cornelius Warmerdam, 
pre-war pole vault record- 
breaker when you sailed up 
high on mere bamboo rather 
than scientifically tested fibre 
glass. : 

Sitting at the poolside bar ot 
the Rome Hilton, a pre-war 
100 yards AAA. champion 
from Hungary named Jozsef 
Sir talks about the good old 
days at the White City (“They 
tell me it is now just a 


super-market there”) and his 
own pleasure at the historic 
get-together. 


“Such a joy for me, to share 
a beer with Dick Fosbury and 
hear how he personally inven- 
ted. that marvellous “flop” 
style of high jumping, experi- 
menting at first in water 
because it was too dangerous 
in the old landing pits,” he 
said. 


Doubled 


Still a sprinted at heart, 
veteran LA.A-F. official Sir 
looks forward, hoping the 
federation will spend some of 
its 20 million dollars invest- 
ment as soon as possible on 
the less developed nations 


Emil Zatopek pictured 
in his prime in London, 
leading British athletes 

Gordon Pirie and 
Derek Ibbotson around 
the White City track— 

and as he is today. 


where so much vibrant sports 
talent needs simple athletic 
facilities. 

Looking forward, too, as he 
climbs the steep steps tow- 
ards his seat.in the Olympic 
Stadium stand, is an elderly 
American gentleman. He tells 
me he missed competing in 
the 400 metres in the 1928 
Olympics only because he 
could not afford the train fare 
to the final U.S. Olympic 
trials. 


“Now you take care,” warns 
his wife. “Don’t forget that 
three years ago, with that 
heart of yours, the doctors 
said you would never walk 

“T’m O.K., honey,” responds 
the athlete of half a century 
gone. “These legs of mine are 
still good enough’ to get me 
there in time for the starter's 


a 


unusual in an athlete. One prominent runner 
says: “Gordon is one of the- few Englishmen 
who really has wakened up to the fact that 
international athletics today is not so much a 
matey Victor Ludorum club as a blood sport.”’ 

In one three thousand metres race on the 
Continent last year, Pirie was ready to take 
the lead but found himself bunched. “Two or 
three strides and I could have been away. These 
boys knew they were blocking me, but did 
nothing about it. Finally, I just went straight 
through them. One went flying.”’ 

Pirie allows nothing to interfere with his 
development as a runner. Training one dark 
night on the Farthing Downs near his home at 
Coulsdon, Surrey, he tripped over an ant-hill and 
tore a tendon in his right foot. Next morning, 
he telephoned a county council official and asked 
whether the ant-hills could be cleared. “I was 
asked who I thought I was,’’ says Pirie. That 
night he collected a spade from his father’s 
garden and dug out every ant-hill on his path. 

Until recently, he often rolled and raked a 
local track to enable him to do his nightly train- 
ing runs. At least two sports columnists have 


had to run alongside Pirie to get brief interviews. 


because he would not break his training routine; 
he usually excuses himself from the junketings 
that follow international sports meetings pre- 
ferring to be in bed by nine. 

On the coldest night this year he did his usual 
work-out wearing a singlet, a football jersey, a 
sweater, a French woollen track-suit top, a 
waterproof jacket, track-suit trousers, mittens 
and woollen socks. “I was soon soaking with 
sweat.'’ Only fog, his worst enemy, has cut 
his programme—it was so thick one night last 
winter that he returned home after only a few 
minutes’ jog-trotting. 

He has an easy running style with an 
economical shrugging action fashionable among 
Continental athletes. He accelerates with a long, 
loping stride geared to his breathing, taking 
in air when his left foot touches the ground. 
As he breathes out he puffs his cheeks ‘like 
bellows. “It’s easy enough to get air into the 
lungs,’’ he says. “The trouble is that the heart 
can’t pump it into the muscles fast enough.’’ By 


normal standards, Pirie’s heart is big. It was 
photographed. in repose. and again when he 
had worked a cycling machine to an equivalent 
of six miles on the track. The results so sur- 
prised doctors and trainers at F reiburg Univer- 
sity that they said Pirie had the “heart of the 
century.’’ Its movements are scarcely discernible 
while he is. stationary—and it has plenty of 
power in reserve, , 


Trains To Toughen His Heart 

Pirie’s training schedule is aimed chiefly at 
increasing the power of his heart. His three- 
hour daily effort usually begins with an hour’s 
warming-up, followed by seven and a half miles 
of running in which he covers specified distances 
in equal times. Shorter distances are done 
twenty-five times or more. “Before the end,”’ 
says Pirie, “ you don’t feel like it at all.’’ 
~ Each session usually involves twenty to 
twenty-five miles running. He then writes a 
letter to his German coach, Woldemar Gerschler, 
to report his times, physical and mental re- 
actions—and even the weather. 

He is finicky about injuries. “Most athletes 
ignore slight damages and only report them 
when it’s almost too late,’’ says Mick Mays, 
Amateur Athletic Association masseur. “Gordon 
isn’t like that. If the slightest thing goes wrong 
he comes to me looking as if he’s got all the 
world’s troubles on his shoulders.” On one 
occasion he called on Mays to examine a foot 
injury at eleven o'clock at night. 

The youngest of three sons of Alick .and 
Martha Pirie, Gordon was: born in Leeds, where 
he had an early glimpse of athletics through 
his father, a useful distance runner. At three, 
Gordon tried lapping the track with his father. 
But he was ten, he claims, before he really 


became aware of the sport. At Purley Grammar _ 


School, Gordon and his classmates had the 
option one afternoon of doing normal lessons or 
going on a cross-country run. The run did not 
greatly appeal, but the boy chose it—and won. 
Soon he was winning by habit. 

He joined the South London Harriers at 
thirteen, and two years later was the club youth 
champion. He set up a school high jump record 


and in 1947, running for the Air Training Corps, 
won the national junior mile with a record time 
of four minutes forty-two seconds—a time that 
he can do today for every one of six miles, 

By 1949, Pirie was in the R.A.F.—determined 
to keep up his training: An n.c.o. once made 
him run in heavy service boots. It seemed good 
for building up endurance—and Pirie included 
running-in-boots in his training routine. In 1950 
he won the southern junior cross-country cham- 
pionship, and in another cross-country event got 
his first “stitch” since his early schoolboy 
efforts. New shorts with tight elastic choked 
his middle—and he came in twentieth. 

Pirie was accepted now. He won the Amateur 
Athletic Association's six-mile with a British 
record which stood for only a fortnight. In a 
year he ran eleven one-mile races, winning all 
but two. Then, last July, he became an inter- 
national figure by breaking the six-mile world 
record in a time of 28 minutes 19.4 seconds, 
(Zatopek later took it from him.) ~ 


Café Customers Pull His Leg 


On the Monday after his record run he went 
to lunch as usual at the market-traders’ café he 
uses in Croydon. The centre table wag set out 
with an iced cake, and the proprietor cooked 
Pirie a special fillet steak. 

Normally solemn-faced, Pirie reveals a strong 
sense of humour among the leg-pulling stall- 
holders, bus drivers and clerks in the café. Re- 
cently a diner started complaining loudly about 
some obstruction under his table. When every- 
one was listening, he made a show of looking 
under the table, then observed: “It’s Gordon's 
legs.’ Pirie was sitting about twenty feet away. 

A hearty eater, Pirie often startles acquaint- 
ances with his appetite. He never touches food 
immediately before a race, but at all other times 
he seems hungry. Often, in the middle of the 
night, he wakes up hungry. On a recent Sun- 
day morning he awoke at 4.30, went-downstairs 
and had a meal of bread, honey, peanut butter 


and milk. To those who watch Pirie’s interests, 


his appetite is encouraging. “He needs all the 
energy food can give him,’’ says Mick Mays. 
“He knows he has the energy and it gives him 
confidence,’’ - aes ts 

In fact, Pirie’s confidence can be staggering— 
“he has an .Over-riding faith in the inevitability 
of victory,’’ according to-one famous AVALA, 
official. Immediately after Pirie had been beaten 
in a three thousand metres run in France last 
year by Gaston Reiff, a Belgian, team manager 
Jack Crump pointed out that Reiff had pulled 
it off by a tremendous middle lap. Pirie is often 
criticized as a one-pace runner, and on‘this occa- 
sion Crump said that until he could learn to 
match Reiff’s change of speed in the middle of 
a ‘race the Belgian would always win. irie 
listened solemnly, then said: “I'll beat him 
next time.’’ At the White City, London, some 
weeks later, he did. 


Ran Against Mile Champions 


His icy confidence did not desert him when 
he ran last August in a race billed as “the mile 
of the century.’’ Among the top milers running 
were Wes Santee, of America, and Chris Chat- 
away. Pirie, who had been concentrating on 
longer distances, was not given much of a chance 
against such a field. Before the start of the 
race an elaborate ‘souvenir book tracing the story 
of the mile event was circulated to the runners 
for théir signatures, opened at a blank double 
page. Ronald Bacchus, an official, handed the 
book to Pirie ‘and indicated where he should 
sign—on the left-hand page. Pirie wrote his 
name, and was about to sign a second time on 
the opposite page when Bacchus explained that 
it was reserved for the winner’s name. 

“I may as well sign now,’ said Pirie. Bacchus 
found it hard to stop him. Later, however, he 
accepted Pirie’s second signature. The man who 
is always in a hurry had won “the mile of the 
century” in 4 minutes 6.8 seconds. THE END 


